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Editorial

Firstly, wearing our Membership Sec-

retary’s hat, many thanks to all of you

who have renewed so promptly. The

up-to-date list of members and the

breakdown register will be sent out

when all the forms are in.

On the subject of renewal forms, the

existing Data Protection Act (1998),

which covers the information we hold

about you and your cars, and which

you “sign off” each year, is about to be

superseded by the General Data Pro-

tection Regulation. 

At first sight there are a number of new

procedures that will have to be fol-

lowed regarding data, some of which

are a little unclear to our simple mind.

Further investigation is required and

we will inform you when things

become clearer.

Despite our imminent divorce from the

EU, regulations continue to be intro-

duced to comply with directives from

Brussels.

The latest is a change to the MOT

exemption for historic vehicle. It intro-

duces a new category - Vehicles of

Historic Interest (VHI). This is another

complex Government document and is

discussed in detail in an FBHVC arti-

cle on page 13.

The programme of events for the

remainder of the year is now firming

up, and many new entries can be found

in the Calendar, starting on page 26.

Our new Events Co-ordinator, Phil

Sharpe, is constantly on the look-out

for things to add to the list, and for vol-

unteers to organise events. If you know

of anything you feel might interest our

members, or wish to suggest – or even

organise – an event, please contact Phil

– details opposite.

Finally, the user name and password to

access the on-line, full colour version

of this NA7ter are in the printed copy.

Rick

Membership renewal should have been completed by 31 March 2018

If you do not renew, this will be your last NA7ter!
The next edition of the NA7ter  will be published in July 2018 

Please let me have any contributions before 30 June 

Contact details are on the inside front cover

www.na7c.co.uk

“Members Only” user name: *** Password: ***
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Chairman's Chatter
I was pleased to see you all at the

Annual General Meeting. We now

have a change of personnel on the

Committee and I am delighted to wel-

come Anne Alger who takes over the

role of Treasurer from John Wyett.

Dave Rix decided he had been coordi-

nating events for long enough and has

handed over the reins to Phil Sharpe.

Phil has already been busy planning

activities for the season ahead. I am

grateful to John and Dave for every-

thing they have put into the Club over

many years.

Talking of seasons, when is Spring

going to start? The evenings are an

hour longer but the rain is pouring

down and I am still in my thermal vest!

I am hoping that it will warm up suffi-

ciently so that this item of clothing will

not be required when Karen and I join

Rick and Cherry on the ‘Sevens to the

Sea’ run in April.

I have begun the laborious task of

draining the stale petrol from the tanks

of my girlfriends. They have been

neglected for far too long, in some

cases for nearly 2 years when the house

project took over my life. So, they will

start the 2018 season with a tank of

fresh Shell V Power, new plugs and a

thorough clean out of carburettors.

Disaster nearly struck when I removed

the dust cover from the Gordon Eng-

land. A rodent’s corpse fell to the floor

together with the remaining contents of

the nest. The car cover had been badly

eaten away but the fabric of the car was

completely untouched. Phew! The cats

have been given a severe talking to and

have been told that an immediate and

sustained improvement in their mouse

hunting techniques is required.

There has been much debate on the

merits of attending events that impose

restrictions on leaving the event field

before a specified time. Euston Pas-

times is a case in point and I under-

stand some had a frustrating

experience there last year. Karen and I

are planning to attend this year and it

remains to be seen whether they will

moderate this edict in some way. We

are fortunate in being very local to the

event and it will be of little conse-

quence to us but it will be interesting to

see how many distant entrants give it a

miss this year. Sadly, I think that that

the dreaded Elf and Safety and the

ever-increasing blame culture has

played a part in this as organisers are

terrified of any recriminations in the

event of a mishap. It will be interesting

to see how many other organisers fol-

low suit.

With many events already in the Club

calendar, I look forward to more use of

our Austins this summer. Hopefully, I

will meet some of you along the way.

Safe and happy motoring.

Dave Witton
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News

Hamish Alger Remembers His Younger Days
Dave Rix reports on an entertaining evening

As the main hall was in use on 20 Feb-

ruary, it was standing room only, for

some, in the small room to hear Ham-

ish’s recollections and anecdotes of his

early motoring years.

His first memory, at about three years

old, was of the family Hillman, which

he used to pretend drive. He thinks this

instilled in him his lifelong interest in

cars, particularly Austin Sevens, of

which he has owned several.

One illustration of how times have

changed related to a new Commer tip-

per truck his Dad bought in 1950. It

was wonderful to have such a machine,

except that the tipping gear had to be

wound by hand! 

Whilst studying civil engineering in

London, Hamish was asked by a col-

league to give a helping hand to start an

Aston Martin DB2. However when the

bonnet was opened it seems somebody
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or more likely somebodies had pinched

the engine and gearbox!

On another occasion, while working on

motorway construction, some of the

bulldozers were parked on top of very

large mounds of earth to discourage

thieves and vandals over the Xmas

period. Back at work after Xmas the

driver reported his ‘dozer wasn’t to be

seen. Suspecting theft, Hamish was

dispatched to investigate, only to find

it had sunk into the soft earth and

hadn’t been nicked after all.

Hamish and Annie have travelled on

the continent and in the UK exten-

sively over the years on rallies in vari-

ous 7s and he told among other such

tales, of a hair raising descent into

Innsbruck in low gear and all brakes on

at about 10mph. Unfortunately the last

foray abroad ended abruptly when the

Opal engine expired shortly after land-

fall.

The first of Hamish’s 7s was bought in

1955 - a Box saloon costing a princely

£3.10s. This included a heater accord-

ing to the vendor which must have

been a bit of creative advertising, as of

course it had no such thing! He has

owned many different types of 7s

including an Ulster, Nippy and vans

but still has a soft spot for Chummies.

Many other vintage and what now are

classic cars have passed through his

hands, and his current stable consists

of a Chummy, the aforementioned

Opal (in the sick bay) and the super

A35.

We were regaled with many more

entertaining stories during the evening,

but space and my capacity to remem-

ber anything for more than a few min-

utes precludes me including them in

this article! It was an enjoyable

evening’s talk in good company and a

lovely atmosphere, and as usual thanks

go to the catering corps for their efforts

in the kitchen.

Above all thanks to Hamish for royally

entertaining us all on a winter’s night.

New Member
Please join us in welcoming the following new member to the club:

Peter Crane lives in Brooke and owns a 1933 RP Saloon
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Annual General Meeting
The thirteenth AGM of the Norfolk Austin 7 Club was held on 20 March

at The Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham

The Chairman, Dave Witton, opened

the meeting at 20:10hrs with 33 mem-

bers present

Due to an oversight, the Minutes for

the AGM held Tuesday 14 March 2017

were not available. The Chairman

pointed out that the minutes were

reproduced in the April 2017 edition of

the Natter and it was suggested that

members would have had adequate

opportunity since publication to read

them and comment as appropriate. The

proposal was accepted. There were no

matters arising.

Dave began his report by summing up

a successful year, with plenty of events

during a good summer, and interesting

speakers in the winter months. He

commented on the healthy state of the

club's finances and made particular ref-

erence to the quality of the club's mag-

azine, comparing it favourably to many

other clubs' efforts. 

He went on to thank his fellow com-

mittee members for their work and

support, and pointed out that two long-

serving members were standing down

from their duties - Treasure John Wyett

and Events Co-ordinator Dave Rix.

The Chairman called for a show of

appreciation for their efforts and a

small presentation was made to each of

them.

Lastly, Dave thanked the volunteers

who supplied cakes and pastries for

club meetings and ran the refresh-

ments, which made significant contri-

butions to club funds.
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He closed by wishing all members a

safe and happy year's motoring.

The Secretary, Paul Maulden, had little

to report, but noted that problems with

the Association's insurance scheme

now appeared to be resolved. He also

announced that the Association were

discussing an increase in the price of

the “grey mag”. He concluded by

announcing that the 2018 Christmas

Dinner would once again be held at the

Taverham Country Club.

The Treasurer, John Wyett, drew

members attention to the balance sheet

circulated previously and reported that

the Club finances remain healthy.

Total receipts for the year to 31

December were £3,595, expenses were

£3,557 so there was a small operating

cash surplus of £38. Subscriptions

were reduced slightly over the previ-

ous year.

The number of members attending the

annual Xmas bash held up well and raf-

fle receipts were increased due to

members generosity.

The good financial situation of the club

allowed the June club night and BBQ

to be held at no cost to members.

The Treasurer added that, in his opin-

ion, there was no need to raise club

subscriptions or the price of the A7CA

“grey mag”.

The club decided to buy postage

stamps in bulk (1000 costing £550)

during the year as a way of saving

money on postage and this is reflected

in the cost of stationery and postage

shown in the accounts (2017 £809

against £346 in 2016),

The committee agreed to transfer the

balance held in the club “investment”

account to the current account in 2017

in view of the low returns and to sim-

plify record keeping for the new treas-

urer when in post, investment account

is still open but with a zero balance.

Total cash balances at the year end

were cash in hand £129 and current

account £2,757.

The club accounts were independently

reviewed by Martin Jones, a club

member and no issues arose from his

review. Thanks were due to Martin for

carrying out the review.

John concluded by saying that this was

his final report as Club Treasurer and

he wished to thank all club officers and

members for help given whilst under-

taking the Treasurer's role.

The Balance Sheet was approved, Mar-

tin Jones was reappointed to revue

accounts for 2018 and it was decided

that subscriptions for 2018-2019

should not increase.
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The out-going Events Co-ordinator,

Dave Rix, gave a summary of 2017's

activities. He began by noting that

some events were better supported

than others, beginning with the first of

the season down to Ufford White Lion

in Suffolk (above). Unlike the some-

what irksome rules and regulations and

cost involved in places such as Euston

and Heveningham, this is simply a

“turn up and park” do with good facil-

ities and an easy minor road route.

Drive It Day saw a record turnout of 22

cars for the trek from David and Lynne

Wall's in Barton Turf across to Gunton

Park via a lunch break at Coltishall

Rising Sun.

The Earsham Rally was at least dry and

much better organised than before

although they still mix the few prewar

cars with the mates in crates tinware.

Several members visited the Skeyton

Goat do and again there seemed to be

fewer older cars in evidence.

Paul's annual Saints run was well

attended once more, now meeting at a

more friendly café and we went to

more fields than I've had hot dinners

ending up at the Huntingfield Arms for

a superb lunch.

The aforementioned Euston event, for

many years a favourite of mine now

seems an over-regulated and expensive

affair and being locked in during the

afternoon was the final straw - proba-

bly give it a miss this year.

A wonderful run from Edgefield to

Thursford was put on by Martin Jones

but the turn out of members was disap-

pointing.

Mrs R's 'To the Manor Born' was an

enjoyable day including a picnic on an
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open day at Seething control tower.

We ended at Berghapton Manor for the

afternoon and the sun shone all day.

David Charles held his now annual

garden party at the end of July and it

was, as usual, a lovely and relaxing

afternoon with plenty of tea and coffee

and cakes. Thanks to him and his fam-

ily for this.

Also thanks to Dave and Karen for

putting on the great Picnic in the Pad-

dock again this year. It's good to meet

with the Suffolk and Essex folks and

the catering is supreme. Again its an

easy back road drive and more of you

should take advantage of their hospi-

tality - and the weather is always bril-

liant!

Dave concluded reminding the mem-

bers that Phil Sharpe had taken over as

Events Co-ordinator and he wished to

thank everyone for their support over

the last 10 yrs. He hoped to set up a few

runs in the future, but any members

who know their locality well and have

any ideas for a tour of the area, please

contact Phil (or him) to talk it over

Dave's replacement, Phil Sharpe,

thanked him for his resume of last

years events. He reported that this

year's calendar was already well filled,

and details can be found on our web-

site. Following on from this he added

that not all members may have access

to the website, and even if they have

may not have printing facilities to get

hard copies of application forms. To

that end he advised that at monthly

meetings he would bring both the latest

calendar printout and also forms for

each event to take away. 

Phil went on to say that the main hall is

now booked every month through to

November, with activities and speak-

ers arranged. The next meeting in the

hall is the Rubber Band Racing fol-

lowed in May by a talk by Hugh

Barnes who is the Austin 7 Association

Secretary. He then handed over to Paul

to give some details for Ruby's Run

and the Diss organ festival.

The Membership Secretary, Rick

Fryer. reported that In March 2017,

renewal notices were sent out to 97

members. There was an increase in

members not renewing - 15 - and, as

usual, it took a while, but 82 members

eventually renewed. During the year

we increased membership by 11 -

including a member who had joined

that evening and as of 31 March 2018

our membership stood at 92 members

and 71 joint members - 163 in total,

with 132 A7s between them, plus, of

course many other old and not-so-old

cars. We even have an Austin K2 Fire

Engine on the books!

Rick pointed out that when members

sign their application for membership

or their annual renewal, they are also

signing to signify that they agree to the
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use of the data the club holds on them

and their cars. this is in accordance

with the Data Protection Act 1998. 

In May this year this will be super-

seded by the General Data Protection

Regulation (GDPR). Rick reported that

he was still trying to fathom out what

this will mean for the club, as the vast

amount of information already pub-

lished is less than easy to understand.

He added “watch this space”, but asked

that anyone who had dealings with it,

and thought they understood it to get in

touch.

Rick thanked Dave for his earlier kind

comments regarding the Natter and

added that, as he always says, he can't

do it on his own. He thanked all who

have contributed articles and photos.

He concluded by pointing out that the

printer does an excellent job and hoped

members agreed that it is produced to a

very professional standard and most

importantly at a reasonable and com-

petitive price.

Rick reported that the website repre-

sented good value for money - about

£30 pa - and is a useful advertisement

for the club. During 2017 we had

approximately 4,000 unique visitors,

who made slightly more than previous

years. They came from all over the

world. The majority - 50% - were from

the UK, 30% were from the US, 5%

came from Russia, 2% from Canada,

China, France and Germany, and 1%

from India and The Netherlands. The

most viewed pages were What's On,

Gallery, Natter, How to join and The

Austin Seven Story. The most down-

loaded items were the Natter and mem-

bership forms.

Rick conclude his reports by remind-

ing the members he is the DVLA-

appointed vehicle inspector for coun-

tersigning applications for age-related

and recovered registration numbers. he

reported that In the last twelve months

he carried out five inspections, which

earned the club £100 in fees.

The election of Officers and Commit-

tee was next on the agenda. 

There being no other candidates, Dave

Witton was re-elected as Chairman,

Paul Mauldon was re-elected as Secre-

tary and Annie Alger was elected as

Treasurer. 

All current committee members having

expressed their willingness to continue

in office, the Committee was re-elected

en-bloc.

The AGM concluded with Any Other

Business.

David Charles advised that, following

a presentation from RH at an A7CA

meeting, the general rule for insurance

at shows is that, if it you are moving

the insurance cover is the driver's pol-
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icy, if you are stationary it is the

responsibility of the organiser.

Graham Makepeace spoke about the

forthcoming Sutton Gala (7/8 July) and

invited all members to attend (see

opposite).

Mavis Jenkins proposed a vote of

thanks to the Committee for their

efforts over the past year.

There being no further business, the

Chairman closed the meeting at

20:55hrs.

The Thorne Trophy

The Committee awarded the Thorne Trophy for 2017 to Roy Reed 

for the restoration of his 1933 Austin Ten. (See front cover)

Below: Henry Thorne presents Roy with the Trophy 
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Sutton Village Gala Weekend

Saturday 7 July and Sunday 8 July

Events and attractions include:

Flower Festival in St. Michael’s Church
Archery on the paddock opposite the church 

Nine open gardens to visit within the village
Craft Fair in the Village Hall with refreshments

Activities in Methodist Chapel with refreshments,

Free transport to all events.

Keelers Meadow Caravan Park, Staithe Road, Sutton:

Dog Show, Saturday afternoon
Four-piece Band, Saturday afternoon

All weekend:

Childrenís Rides, Swing Boats, Cocoanut stall and Hoopla, Face Painting,
Trade Stands, Raffle and Tombola, Bouncy Castle and Slide,

Frog Trail, canoeing on the Lake,

Military Vehicle Display, Vintage and Classic Cars,
Steam Engines and Bursen Street Organ, Vintage Tractors,

Ice Cream Van, Bar and BBQ.

Please ring Graham Makepeace on 01692 580237 
if you would like to bring a car along,

Entry is free

All profits from the weekend will go towards funding the building of a 

much-needed toilet block and a kitchen for St. Michael’s Church
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Sales and Wants

For Sale
John Wyett  has for sale a car cover,

for interior use only. Will fit Austin 7,

Mini, A30/A35 or similar. 

Great for keeping dust from settling on

your pride and joy.

Can bring to next meeting if interested. 

Any offers?

Contact John on 01366 500165.
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FBHVC News

The NA7C is a member of The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. They

publish a bi-monthly magazine that highlights legislation and other topics which may

affect our hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If any member would like

to read the magazine in full, please contact the Editor, or visit the FBHVC website

at: www.fbhvc.co.uk

UK Legislation
Bob Owen

Roadworthiness Testing 

At last all the speculation is over. We can now discuss the actual approach of the

Government to the implementation of its obligations under the EU Roadworthiness

Testing Directive and how it will affect the United Kingdom’s MoT Test as it applies

to historic vehicles and specifically Vehicles of Historic Interest (VHIs).

Section A. General Comments

1. To get any political questions out of

the way first, though the UK is obvi-

ously exiting the EU, the UK Govern-

ment’s policy is that, until the actual

leaving date, the UK is bound legally

to apply every piece of EU legislation

in accordance with its terms. All UK

laws made in support of EU legislation

will be carried over and these laws will

only be changed if it is clearly an

advantage to do so. As the general

principles of the Roadworthiness Test-

ing Directive were actively supported

by the Government on road safety

grounds, and as the Department for

Transport (DfT) believe, with some

justification, that the UK system of

MoT testing is robust and effective, it

is probable that these rules will con-

tinue post Brexit. 

2. Most of the content of the Directive

has nothing to do with historic vehi-

cles. Much of the Directive does not

require any change to the existing UK

MOT regime.

3. The decision that the UK should

avail itself of a right to exempt VHIs

has been taken after both consultation

and examination of the accident statis-

tics. It is the view of DfT that an

increased level of exemption beyond

the current 1960 cut-off will not lead to

a greater number of accidents. DfT has

also a wish, in the interests of effi-
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ciency, to standardise how testers

report their undertaking of the MoT

test to the Driver and Vehicle Stand-

ards Agency (DVSA). They hope that

exemption of VHIs will lead to a

reduced number of MoT tests having to

be undertaken on vehicles which were

built to different standards than current

vehicles and that this reduction will

enable simplification of reporting.

While this approach could have the

effect of increasing standardisation of

the way MoT tests are carried out, thus

making testing of older vehicles with

different characteristics more difficult,

the Federation is not yet aware of that

effect occurring or being planned in the

actual testers manual. Only three new

items to be tested, all being covered by

the Road Vehicles Lighting (Amend-

ment) Regulations 2017 which were

laid in Parliament on 14 September.

4. The change provides a right to an

exemption from the MOT. The Feder-

ation is aware that many owners, par-

ticularly of vehicles towards the newer

end of the spectrum, will wish to con-

tinue to submit their vehicles for an

annual MoT test. There is no prohibi-

tion whatever on them continuing to do

so, as of course has been the case with

the former exemption for vehicles built

up to 1960. 

5. MoT testing and all matters which

pertain to it are and remain the respon-

sibility of the DVSA. Roadworthiness

testing has nothing to do with vehicle

registration or licensing, which is con-

trolled by the Driver and Vehicle

Licensing Agency (DVLA). The sole

involvement of DVLA in the arrange-

ments described below is to provide

the platform for declaration by its

keeper of a vehicle as a VHI. However,

the pre-existing registration status of

the vehicle may affect its eligibility as

a VHI. This matter is further discussed

in the substantive comments below.

6. The Federation is aware that earlier

drafts of Guidelines published by the

DfT caused great and indeed justified

concern to Federation members. It is

important to make clear that these

guidelines are now in the past and that

the only relevant documents are those

referred to below. 

7. While the eventual solution may not

be quite what the Federation might

have wished, we were deeply involved

in the evolution of the Guidance into its

current form, and we must give great

credit to the staff of the DfT who have

been dealing with this matter, under a

significant amount of time pressure,

for the extent to which they listened to

and took account of our advice and

views in reaching what we consider to

be the workable and fairly light touch

solution for which all parties wished.
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Section B. Substantive Proposals 

1. All aspects of changes to the MoT

testing regime in the UK come into

force, in line with the Directive, on 20

May 2018.

2. The DfT is availing itself of the right

provided by the Directive to permit a

limited exemption from Roadworthi-

ness Testing for historic vehicles.

3. While the Directive assumes that

motorcycles will not be included in the

Directive until 2022, and has not yet

laid down a final list of criteria to be

met in motorcycle roadworthiness test-

ing across the EU, the DfT, consider-

ing that the UK MoT regime in respect

of motorcycles is already robust and

accepted, has decided to include those

which qualify as VHIs within the ambit

of exemptions. However, the criteria

for categorisation of a motorcycle as a

VHI is, for practical reasons, much

simpler, as set out in Substantive para-

graph 20 below.

4. Certain vehicles which operate com-

mercially, however original, are not

capable of exemption as VHIs from

MoT testing. These are (a) buses and

coaches built after 1960 and (b) all

heavy goods vehicles.

5. Heavy steam vehicles remain

excluded from all MoT testing.

6. DfT considers that the right to grant

an exemption is limited by the precise

permission in the Directive, and that it

must therefore limit the right to exemp-

tion to those vehicles which meet the

definition of a ‘vehicle of historic

interest’ in the Directive. Not all EU

Member State Governments have

interpreted the Directive so strictly but

the legal reasoning is perfectly clear.

The actual legal basis is contained in

the Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amend-

ment) Regulations (2017 No 850)

which were laid before Parliament on

14 September 2017. 

7. Section 7 of these Regulations deals

with the definition of vehicles of his-

toric interest. The wording essentially

(with one exception) replicates the pro-

visions of the Directive, as follows:

‘vehicle of historical interest’ means a

vehicle which is considered to be of

historical interest to Great Britain and

which:

• was manufactured or registered for 

the first time at least 40 years pre-

viously;

• is of a type no longer in production; 

and

• has been historically preserved or 

maintained in its original state and 

has not undergone substantial 
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changes in the technical character-

istics of its main components.’

The exception is the choice of forty,

not thirty, years as the time limit for

exemption. This is chosen generally to

reflect the age that a vehicle requires to

be to become entitled to ‘historic’ class

Vehicle Excise Duty status.

8. There is further legislation, to which

reference is made in Section A para-

graph 3 and 11b of this Section B.

9. The policy of the DfT, as set out in a

letter to the Federation chairman,

David Whale, of 11 August 2017 from

the Minister responsible, Jesse Nor-

man MP, is that application should be

by a ‘voluntary, self-reporting system

not affecting the vast majority of vehi-

cles’.

10. The actual exemption regime will

be administered by way of Departmen-

tal Guidance from DfT. This Substan-

tial Change Guidance and

accompanying Advice is reproduced in

full following this article. It should be

recognised that departmental Guidance

is not strictly a part of UK laws but is

administrative in nature. What this

Guidance does is to set out formally

how DfT and its agencies, DVSA and

DVLA, will administer application of

the Legislation. 

11. The exemption for VHIs replaces

two previous global exemptions from

the MoT.

a. All vehicles which the DVLA recog-

nised as having been built before 1960

are exempt until 20 May 2018 but the

Regulation will require all these vehi-

cles to be VHIs in order to continue to

be exempt.

b. Separately, old heavy goods vehi-

cles (originally those built before 1940,

latterly before 1960) were excluded

(not exempted) from testing by reason

of the Plating and Testing Regulations,

for the sole reason that it is difficult, if

not impossible to test them. However

the Plating and Testing Regulations

have been amended by the Goods

Vehicles (Plating and Testing) (Mis-

cellaneous Amendments) Regulations

2017, laid before Parliament on the

same date as the main Testing Regula-

tions. They remove historic vehicles

from the list of excluded vehicles,

meaning that the very small number of

old goods vehicles which are so modi-

fied as not to qualify as VHIs should be

subject to an MoT test after 20

May2018. The Federation is not con-

vinced that the distinction between

exemption and exclusion was fully

understood when the decision to

remove these old vehicles from the list

of exclusions in the Plating and Testing

Regulations was made. DVSA do

understand the situation and will try to

assist in solving issues if any of these
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vehicles prove difficult or impossible

readily to test. DVSA has also assured

the Federation that any vehicle which

is not to be tested does not require to be

plated. Discussions on the modalities

of this approach continue. Any vehicle

owner encountering any practical

issues with this position is invited to

contact the Federation.

12. Much of the Guidance is the pro-

posed regime for deciding whether a

vehicle is a VHI. A vehicle built more

than forty years ago is a VHI unless it

has, within the previous thirty years,

undergone a ‘substantial change’. The

Guidance sets out the criteria to be con-

sidered in assessing what constitutes a

substantial change, primarily by

assessing what is not to be considered

substantial.

13. All comments from this paragraph

onwards have to be recognised as

expressing the views of the Federation.

They do not alter the Guidance as such.

14. The process for recognition as a

VHI is one of self-declaration. Each

year, when the keeper of the vehicle

applies for licensing for the next year,

whether online or at a Post Office,

which of course is required annually

even for vehicles which are entitled to

a nil rate VED, there will be a question

about the status of the vehicle as a VHI.

The precise wording of the question

has not yet been published by DVLA.

The Federation will publicise these

words when they are known. There is

currently no procedure for advancing

the date of declaration from the due

date for re-licensing.

15. If the keeper of a vehicle considers

the vehicle to be a VHI, the keeper is

entitled to tick the box and declare it a

VHI. The vehicle will then be exempt

from taking an MoT test during the

next year.

16. Clearly if a vehicle which is

declared as a VHI then undergoes a

substantial change it will not continue

to be a VHI and the keeper will not be

able to declare it in the year subsequent

to the change.

17. At the time of writing the transi-

tional arrangements are not fully clear. 

18. According to the legislation, it is

the status of a vehicle as a VHI (not its

declaration as such,) which infers

exemption. This has differing effects

as between pre- and post-1960 vehi-

cles.

19. Pre-1960 vehicles, which are cur-

rently exempt, may not require licens-

ing, and therefore their keepers may

not be able to make a declaration as a

VHI, until up to twelve months from

the 20 May. Current advice from

DVSA is that though the database will

continue to show them all as exempt,

and they will not be subject to any

enforcement action until their date of
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re-registration. Keepers who will be

choosing not to declare their vehicle as

a VHI when it comes time for re-

licensing would be wise to have their

vehicles submitted for an MoT test

prior to that date.

20. The position for post-1960 vehicles

over forty years old is somewhat dif-

ferent. There is the same probability

that many will on 20 May be scheduled

to undergo their next MoT test before

the next date for re-licensing. That is

the status the database will show,

although clearly under the legislation,

if they are qualified as VHIs they ought

to be exempt. If nothing changes, the

advice would have to be to have the

vehicle submitted for an MoT on the

current due date and, if the keeper so

decides, declare the vehicle as a VHI

when the vehicle becomes liable for re-

licensing which will mean exemption

for subsequent MoT tests. This appears

inconsistent with the legislation, a fact

now recognised within DfT and the

Federation will continue to progress

this matter.

21. It will be possible for any keeper

who considers that there is a benefit in

having his vehicle recognised as a

VHI, to both make a declaration as a

VHI and also have the vehicle undergo

a voluntary MoT test. 

22. While there is not currently any

proposed check on the correctness of

the declaration, the Federation must

advise members not to wrongly declare

a vehicle is a VHI if it is known to have

undergone substantial change within

the previous thirty years.

23. Not least, in view of the fact that a

vehicle’s status as a VHI does not

exempt the keeper from responsibility

for keeping the vehicle roadworthy at

all times, a finding after an accident

that a vehicle ought not to have been

declared a VHI, and thus exempted

from an MoT, could well be consid-

ered evidence that the vehicle con-

cerned was not in fact being kept in a

roadworthy condition.

24. There are two categories of criteria.

a. Those which describe the nature of

change, largely by exception, and

which are not to be applied to motorcy-

cles, and

b. Those which, by reference to the

basis upon which they were registered,

are regarded by DVLA as too new to

be eligible. Only this set of criteria

applies to motorcycles.

25. It is not intended here to list the cri-

teria, as it is assumed members can

study the document itself. General

points of note follow. 

26. The VHI requirement refers to

technical standards, not originality.

This applies to all components, thus

permitting the gradual like for like



FBHVC News

April 2018 19

replacement of components of all

types, including the chassis or mono-

coque, which many historic vehicles

will have to undertake simply in order

to remain roadworthy.

27. Generally, fitting of an engine

which was available for the model of

vehicle at the time is not considered

‘substantial’.

28. In the listing of components, the

absence of specific reference to trans-

missions is deliberate. It is recognised

that almost every gearbox change will

have been made for reasons of effi-

ciency, safety or environmental per-

formance.

29. Before making an assessment that a

change is ‘substantial’ keepers should

study the four general exemptions set

out in the guidance.

30. The Guidance calls for any keeper

who is in doubt as to whether his vehi-

cle has suffered ‘substantial change’

within the past thirty years to seek the

advice of an expert. While it is the joint

understanding of the Federation that

the overall effect of the Guidance as

finalised should be that a greater pro-

portion of UK historic vehicles will

qualify as VHIs, the Federation has

nevertheless undertaken to DfT, in

order to ensure that there is limited

scope for self-described ‘experts’ to

enter the field, to set up a list of

approved experts, which we trust will

include many of our major member

clubs. The Federation intends to have a

list of experts in place together with a

statement of what keepers will be enti-

tled to expect, and indeed not entitled

to expect, from those experts, before

the new regime comes into force in

May and we will be publicising that list

for any keeper having a need to take

advice on our website.

This article has taken account both of

our understandings from our discus-

sions with DfT and of questions asked

by members since the Guidance was

issued. I am aware that a number of

members asked questions and were

asked to be patient until they had had

an opportunity to read this article. Now

that you have had an opportunity to

read our advice, if you still feel there

are issues that are not clear, please do

not hesitate to contact me either

directly or through the Secretary.

DVLA
Ian Edmunds

As intimated in my last notes we

attended one of our regular liaison

meetings with DVLA at the end of

November last year. As is always the

case this was a useful and productive

day which on this occasion com-
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menced with a tour of the relevant sec-

tions of the DVLA operation. This was

provided for the benefit of Emma to

give her an insight into the workings of

DVLA but proved to be of interest and

indeed useful to all of us.

We learned that DVLA receive three

mail deliveries per day with a total of

around 80,000 items and of these

15,000 to 20,000 are Royal Mail Spe-

cial Delivery. This is the greatest

number of any recipient. Every one of

these items is X-rayed on receipt

before being distributed to the appro-

priate area. Our guide re-emphasised

the importance of the postcode in

ensuring the mail is correctly distrib-

uted within DVLA. The relevant ones

are listed below. From this it follows

that any one envelope should only con-

tain papers relevant to one operation,

i.e. only one vehicle registration or

only one driving licence, as each needs

to be directed to a different department

within DVLA. The further point was

made that if an application is rejected

for any reason and the papers returned

with an addressed envelope for a reap-

plication this should always be used as

the information in the address will

ensure it returns to the correct member

of staff.

We were introduced to the managers of

each section who outlined their objec-

tives and the procedures used to assess

the performance not only of individu-

als but also of the system as a whole.

As a part of this process we were

shown a board displaying notes on cur-

rent known problems amongst which

we were very gratified to see issues we

have raised. 

I think everybody, both within DVLA

and amongst the historic vehicle com-

munity, are aware that registration

applications do not proceed entirely to

plan in every instance, but we should

perhaps remember two things. The first

being the 80,000 items of mail per day

and the second is, please believe me,

DVLA are making considerable and

well organised efforts to get it right.

The meeting proper commenced with a

brief presentation of the DVLA sys-

tems upgrade. This is a massive task

which involves not only bringing all

the IT operations within DVLA but

also updating what are, in some cases,

very old procedures to current practice.

Obviously whilst this is going on the

day-to-day operations of DVLA have

to continue so progress has to be slow

and careful. 

Make and Model Entry into DVLA Database

We were able to reiterate the concerns

about the current inability to manually

enter 'model' information on to the sys-

tem during the first registration of a

historic vehicle. 
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Preservation of DVLA Records

We also received a very emphatic

assurance that the microfiche registra-

tion records that DVLA hold will be

retained and in fact have recently been

rehoused in a more up-to-date drum

type filing system.

Trader Handbook

Some time ago a gentleman from a

member club raised a question con-

cerning the 'Trader Handbook Diary

and Garage Reference Book'. This

book was published annually from

about 1903 up to at least the Second

World War. It was a very ambitious

attempt to provide the burgeoning

motor trade with all the information it

could possibly need in one book,

including a desk diary. The contents

varied from year to year over that

period. A contemporary description of

the book read thus:

A Useful Reference Book.

The Trader Handbook, Diary and Garage Reference Book' for 1932 is a most useful

publication, which includes specifications of all types of motor vehicle on the British

market and other handy information, such as Empire and foreign import duties. A

new feature is a guide to makers and suppliers of garage and workshop equipment.

It is published by the Trader Publishing Co., Ltd., St. Bride's House, Salisbury

Square, London, E.C.4, at the price of 10s. 6d., post free.

The feature that interests us here is that

from the early 1920s up to 1931 a list

of chassis/frame numbers and produc-

tion dates for motorcycles, cars and

commercial vehicles was included.

The Federation has been able to view a

1926 edition of the book and the intro-

duction to this section, which is enti-

tled 'Tracing the year of manufacture',

makes it clear that the source of the

published data was the manufacturers

themselves. Unfortunately, not all

manufacturers saw it as in their interest

to supply the information. Each annual

publication repeated the information

from previous years.

It should be remembered that the first

Glass's Check Book for cars appeared

in 1933 with commercial vehicles fol-

lowing in 1937 and motorcycles in

1946. Thus, although far from compre-

hensive, the 'Trader' handbook would

add a useful amount of knowledge rel-

evant to the earlier vehicles. 
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DVLA have agreed to accept data from

the Trader Handbook in a similar way

to that from Glass's Check Books for

vehicle dating purposes.

Use of V888 for Historic Research

I mentioned in my notes in the last

Newsletter that DVLA are no longer

able to provide the registration history

of a vehicle for research purposes in

response to a V888 request. This was

discussed further with DVLA who

confirmed that the advice they

received as a Government Agency was

that this disclosure of personal data

will not be permitted under the General

Data Protection Regulation and thus

they have no choice in the matter. This

is in line with FBHVC's understanding

of the Regulation and while the demise

of this service is a regrettable loss to

the historic vehicle community, it is

unfortunately unavoidable.

Age Related Registrations - Format

DVLA explained that when selecting

age-related registrations for issue to

historic vehicles they always take the

first date that a particular format of reg-

istration mark was available as the start

date for that format, even though in

period changes tended to be phased in

across the country due to some areas

registering more vehicles that others.

They also reminded us that they work

on one batch of unissued VRMs at a

time and are not able to allocate them

by area. This does mean that they are

unable to accept our longstanding

request that they extend the date after

which registrations issued will consist

of numbers before letters.

Q Plate Matters

In addition to the use of Q plates for

radically altered vehicles which do not

pass the 'Eight Point Rule', if it is not

possible to provide satisfactory proof

of age for a vehicle or if the history of

a vehicle is unclear a Q plate is issued.

It has always been the policy that any

appeal against the issue of a Q plate

must be made by the registered keeper

no more than one year after its issue.

However over a period of time these

restrictions have been relaxed. 

DVLA have now formally advised that

the appeal period will be strictly

enforced. This is partly due to the fact

that for some of the older issues there

are no records of the reasons for the

decision which makes their review

almost impossible. Whilst completely

understanding that situation FBHVC

stated that some Q plates were origi-
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nally issued for convenience and keep-

ers may now wish to change them.

Discussions on this aspect continue. 

In reply to a question DVLA clearly

stated that after 40 years a Q plated

vehicle is entitled to become 'historic'.

The first Q plates were issued in 1983,

so assuming the current rules continue,

2023 will be the first year a Q plated

vehicle becomes eligible for the his-

toric tax class and nil Vehicle Excise

Duty.

DVLA Sections and Post Codes

First registration applications for an age related number (imported vehicle, or 'found

vehicle' with no known previous GB registration number) 

• First registration team

DVLA

Swansea

SA99 1BE

V765 and Reconstructed classic applications 

• K&R

DVLA

Swansea 

SA99 1ZZ

Changes to a registered vehicle (including date of manufacture) 

• CCU

DVLA

Swansea 

SA99 1BA

K&R is Kits and Rebuilds; CCU is Central Capture Unit
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Drive It Day – Sun 22 April

Meet at Lathams' car park, Bridge Street, Potter Heigham, NR29 5JE 

10:00 - 10:30

Then on to Rising Sun at Coltishall (to arrive there 11:30 - 11:45), 

leaving after refreshments (either pub fayre or “picnic”).

End up at Redwings Horse Sanctuary, Aylsham, mid afternoon 

(Spa Lane, Aylsham, NR11 6UE – www.redwings.org.uk – free entry).

Ruby's Run – Sun 27 May

Start at the cafeteria at Three Willows Garden Centre, Flixton Road 

(B1062) Bungay, NR 35 1PD, Tel 01986 483253. 

The garden centre is on the right, about half-a-mile out of Bungay. 

Cafe opens at 10:00am.

Leave the garden centre at 11:15 PROMPT

Travel via a scenic route to the Huntingfield Arms (The Street, 

Huntingfield, Halesworth IP19 0PU) for lunch.

Two-course lunch - roast beef, pork, lamb or chicken plus dessert - 

£13.50. Payment to Paul (se below) in advance, please.

Please let Paul know if you plan on attending - 

paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com or 01986 872537
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What’s On

The Events Calendar for 2018 is overleaf. There are lots of updates - but don’t forget,

the latest version is available on the website at 

www.na7c.co.uk

The Club’s Events Coordinator is Phil Sharpe, who can be contacted on 

01603 744981 or phil@sendale.org.uk

Here are some of the events over the next few months:

Tuesday 17 April – NA7C Meeting – Rubber Band and Downhill Racing Night. 

See page 28 for details.

Saturday and Sunday 21/22 April – Eastern Counties Vintage Tractor Show – 

Royal Norfolk Showground.

Sunday 22 April – Drive It Day – See opposite for details.

Sunday 6 May – Bungay Lions Classic Vehicle Rally and Country Fayre – Ear-

sham Hall, Bungay.

Sunday and Monday 6/7 May – Stradsett Park Vintage Rally.

Tuesday 15 May – NA7C Meeting – Guest Speaker: Hugh Barnes - Secretary 

A7CA.

Sunday 20 May – Classic Car & Bike Rally – Skeyton Goat.

Sunday 27 May – Ruby’s Run – See opposite for details

Sunday 3 June – Classic Car Rally – Corton Playing Field, 10:30 am Free Entry - 

just turn up!

Tuesday 19 June – NA7C Meeting – Drive It Night, with FREE Barbecue.

Saturday and Sunday 16/17 June – Vintage Rally & Country Fair – Goodrich 

Park, Palgrave, Suffolk IP22 1BA

Saturday and Sunday 30 June/1 July – Heveningham Hall Country Fair.
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NA7C Events Calendar 2018
Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event     Bold type = NA7C Supported Event

Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C

Grey shaded – a new or amended event added since last issue

Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event

Date Event Venue Contact

Apr 7 Sat Ufford Vintage Cars The White Lion Inn, Ufford, 

Suffolk -  
just turn up!

Phil Sharpe 

01603 744981 or phil@sen-
dale.org.uk

17 Tue NA7C Meeting -  Rubber Band & Downhill 

Racing

Jubilee Hall, 

East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Paul Maulden 

01986 872537 
paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com

21 
22

Sat 
Sun

Easte rn Counties Vintage Tractor Show Royal Norfolk 
Showground

Michael Curtis 
07753182065/01508550293 

michael.curtis4@gmail.com
www.eastern coun tiesvintagesho w.co.uk

22 Sun Drive  It Day 
See page 24

Start - Lathams, Potter  
Heigham

Finish - Redwings Horse Sanc-

tuary, Aylsham

Phil Sharpe

May 6 Sun Bungay Lions Classic Vehicle Rally and 

Country Fayre 

Earsham Hall,  Bungay Michael Gardiner

07599935113

6
7

Sun
Mon

Stradse tt Park Vintage Rally Stradse tt Park, 
Downham Market

Phil Sharpe
Gordon Carson 01945 880091

www.nvtec-ea .org.uk/rally/

7 Mon Broadland MG Owners Club Her itage Run TBD  Jenny Clark 01493 601796
www.broadlandmgoc.co.uk

13 Sun Billingford Windmill Open Day Billingford Common, near Diss Just turn up

11:30 - 16:00hrs

15 Tue NA7C Meeting – 

Guest Speaker: Hugh Barnes

Jubilee Hall, 

East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Phil Sharpe 

20 Sun Classic Car & Bike  Rally Skeyton Goat Phil Sharpe 
www.skeytongoa tinn.co.uk

20 Sun Rackheath Vintage Fayre  Rackheath Playing Field - 

10:00 am

Phil Sharpe

rackheathvintagefayre@hot-
mail.co.uk

20 Sun Diss Organ Festiva l The Park (Park Rd - A1066)

10:00am - 5:00pm

Paul Maulden 01986 872537

www.dissorganfestival.co.uk

27 Sun Ruby’s Run

See Page 24

Three Willows Garden Centre

10:00am

Paul Maulden

01986 872537

27 Sun Elveden Classic & Vintage Car Show Elveden Estate Walled Gar-
den, Thetford

Phil Sharpe
Elvedenclassic -

carshow@gmail.com

Jun 3 Sun Classic Car Rally Corton Playing F ield - 
10:30 am

Free Entry - just turn up!
Phil Sharpe 

10 Sun Euston Rural Pastimes Euston Park, nr Thetford eustoncars@gmail.com 

01359 268483 
www.eustonruralpas times.org.uk

10 Sun Sheringham Classic  Car & Bike Show Sheringham High St.
11am-4pm

Phil Sharpe
grahamdeans1@gmail.com

16 

17

Sat 

Sun

Vintage Rally & Country Fair Goodrich Park, Palgrave, 

Suffolk IP22 1BA

Phil Sharpe

www.throughtheages.co.uk
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Jun 19 Tue NA7C Meeting - Drive-It  Night 
& Free Barbecue

Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Phil Sharpe 

30 Sat Heveningham Hall Country Fair Heveningham Hall 01728 832363

www.countryfair.co.uk

Jul 1 Sun Heveningham Hall Country Fair Heveningham Hall 01728 832363

www.countryfair.co.uk

7
8

Sat 
Sun

Sutton Village Gala Weekend
See page 11

Sutton, nr Stalham Please let Graham Makepeace 
know if you plan to attend
01692 58

8 Sun Stowmarket Rotary Club Vehicle Display Warren Farm, Woolpit,
IP14 3JX

Phil Sharpe 

15 Sun Treasure Hunt Local Run

Venue -  TBD

Dave Rix

17 Tue NA7C Meeting – Skittles Tournament Jubilee Hall, 

East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Phil Sharpe 

22 Sun Forties Lynn
(organised by Gressenha ll Farm & Workhouse)

Tuesday Market Place, King’s 
Lynn - 10am to 4pm

Miriam Burroughs
01362 869262

29 Sun Beighton House Garden Party Beighton House, North Burl-

ingham (12 onwards)  - Bring 
your own picnic and wine

Please  le t David Charles

know if you plan to attend
07940 917588

Aug 5  Sun NA7C Rally at Hoveton Summer Fete Hoveton Village Hall Playing 

Field, Stalham Road Hoveton 
Norwich NR12 8DU

Phil Sharpe 

12  Sun A Picnic in the Paddock Pelham House, Low Street 

Bardwell, Suffolk, IP31 1AS

Dave and Karen Witton

07778494504 01359 250374

19 Sun Nelson County Car Run Easton College (8.30 - 9.30am) 

to???

Norwich MG Owners Club

www.mg-cars.org.uk/nor-

wichmgoc/nelson.htm

19 Sun Classic Vehicle Show & Autojumble Stonham Barns, Suffolk Phil Sharpe 

www.stonhambarns.co.uk

21 Tue NA7C Meeting - Guest Speaker: John Miles 
(Engineer & Lotus Driver)

Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Phil Sharpe 

26 

27

Sun

Mon

Village at War Gressenhall Farm & 

Workhouse, Dereham

Miriam Burroughs

01362 869262
miriam.burroughs

@norfolk.gov.uk

27 Sun Harleston Family Fun Day Harleston TBD

Sep 2 Sun Forncett Steam Museum (Steam Day) Forncett St.Mary NR16 1JJ 

Admission £8 or £7 Conc

www.f orncetts team museum.co.uk 

Phil Sharpe 

2 Sun Bardwell Steam Threshing Day Bardwell Windmill, Bardwell, 
Suffolk, IP31 1AD

TBD

18 Tues NA7C Meeting - Austin Factory Film Show 
- TBC

Jubilee Hall, 

East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Phil Sharpe 

Oct 16 Tues NA7C Meeting Guest Speaker: Tony Leslie Jubilee Hall, 

East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Phil Sharpe 

Nov 20 Tues NA7C Meeting - Guest Speaker: Peter 
Coats

Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Phil Sharpe 

Dec 11 Tues NA7C Christmas Dinner Wensum Valley Hotel,  Golf 

and Country Club, 
Beech Avenue, Taverham, Nor-

wich

Paul Maulden 01986 872537 
paul_l iz@maulden21.plus.com

Date E vent Venue Contact
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Rubber Band & Downhill Race Night – Tuesday 17 April

Rules
All Cars

1. Each car must be no bigger than 10.5 inches long, 4.5 inches wide and 5 inches high (266mm

x 114mm x 177mm). THE CARS MUST BE ABLE TO FIT IN THE SCRUTINEERS

“GARAGE”.

2. Cars may be made from wood, card, plastic, adhesive tape and glue. No metal parts are

allowed EXCEPT FOR THE ROAD WHEELS. Any gears and axles must be non-metallic.

3. The car that travels the greatest distance in a straight line shall be the winner. There will also

be a “Concours” prize for the car judged the best-looking model on the night.

Rubber Band Cars

4. All cars shall be powered by ONE Number 34 rubber band. A regulation band will be supplied

and fitted on the night by the scrutineer.

5. The rubber band shall be complete and intact. No cut bands or catapult starts are allowed.

6. All cars must be fitted with a body - saloon, sports, van, open tourer or special. Rolling chassis

are not permitted.

Downhill Cars

7. Cars must not be heavier than 6ozs (170g).

8. No body parts required, driver in seat will be permissible.

9. There shall be no powered starts, only free running from the top of the ramp.

The scrutineer's decision is final

Great Prizes at Stake

Side Bets, Winner Takes All, Will Be Allowed

All enquiries to Paul Maulden 01986 872537 or 

paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com



And Finally...

Foulsham Folly
6 January

Dear Editor,

I have just seen a copy of a letter my husband
wrote to you yesterday and have to say just how
much I disagree with his sentiments. Truth is we
have two lively daughters, Felicity and Poppit
and they have been driving their old pop to dis-
traction recently, pestering him to buy them a
Baby Austin. My husband, I should add, has
never been able to see things right since losing an
eye in the Boer War which is a somewhat lame
excuse but at least understandable.
I shall be supporting my daughters’ ambitions to
drive and shall be getting them a Baby Austin
each for their up-and-coming 21st birthdays. I
hope by then to have turned around my hus-
band’s decidedly old-fashioned views.
Yours sincerely,

Lady Daphne de Spoofe

Foulsham Folly

5 January

Dear Editor,

I have today received my copy of the

Norfolk Natter and am bound to make

some comment, principally in connection

with the front cover.

To show a lady (if indeed she is a lady)

with virtually nothing on below the waist

is bad enough but the brunt of my objection

must be directed towards the obvious mis-

apprehension that a woman should be

allowed behind the wheel of a motor car.

This can only lead to the sort of problems

we were recently subjected to by Mrs

Pankhurst and her unruly cohorts of flib-

berty gibbit young women when they

chained themselves to railings and threw

themselves in front of horses.

A motor car, in my opinion, should only

be driven by a sober and responsible mem-

ber of the male sex. The place for woman,

as far as the motor car goes, should be

firmly in the back seat.

I have followed your publication for quite

a few years and have, upon occasion,

derived some pleasure from reading the

contents. I sincerely hope this lapse is a

temporary one and that your normal high

standards of propriety will be restored in

the next edition.

I should be happy for you to publish this

letter in the next edition of the Natter.

We must stand together and present a

combined front against these regrettably

all-too-frequent examples of declining

standards.

Yours etc

Sir Charles de Spoofe

Your Editor has received the following letters 

from a member and his wife, who both 

really ought to know better!




