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Dave Rix’s latest acquisition –
a 1932 RN named Poppy
(see page 28)
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Editorial
Once again the rally season is upon us,
so it must be time to talk about the
weather! Fortunately this year,
although it has been cold and occasionally damp, nothing has so far been
washed out. We are keeping our fingers crossed that this continues.

Two events that were cancelled –
though not by the weather – were this
year’s Drive It Day (DID) Run and the
Club Rally at the Norfolk Showground. DID was cancelled by our
hosts, Zenos Cars, at the last minute –
for the second year running.
The Norfolk Showground event was
cancelled by the organisers for personal reasons. However, our Chairman, Dave Witton (and Karen) will be
hosting a Picnic in the Paddock at their
new home in Bardwell. See page 38 for
details

plete rebuild and also destroyed most
of the images and Word documents
stored in memory.
Fortunately almost all the club stuff,
including the database, website and
NA7ter archive survived or was backed
up, so from that point of view it was an
expensive and time-consuming inconvenience rather than a total disaster.
What was lost were all the photographs
of the rebuild of our special and bread
van, other than those we had printed.
This episode has prompted us to instal
a continuous wireless back-up system,
which we are assured is totally secure.
It’s a bit like locking the stable door
after the horse has bolted, but hopefully we will not be robbed of any more
files.

Finally, the user name and password to
access the on-line version of this
NA7ter is available in the copy sent to
members.

Production of this edition of the NA7ter
was a little more fraught than usual as
our computer was struck by a malevolent virus which necessitated a comThe next edition of the NA7ter will be published in October 2016

Rick

Please let me have any contributions before 30 September
Contact details are on the inside front cover
www.na7c.co.uk
“Members Only” user name: ****
July 2016

Password: ****
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Chairman's Chatter
It is tempting to think that summer has
finally belatedly arrived. However no
sooner than I began to write this, the
heavens are about to open….again!
Nevertheless, the Austineering season
is now under way and as we wake up
our Austins from their winter slumbers, I wonder how many of you have
had starting problems with stale petrol.
It is well known that modern petrol
‘goes off’ after about 6 weeks. The
dreaded ethanol is not good for our
cherished machines as it is hygroscopic and leaves horrible gummy
deposits everywhere. I have drained
my tanks and refilled with fresh and
always use BP Ultimate which is
apparently ethanol free. Shell V Power
is also allegedly ethanol free and I
absolutely never put supermarket fuel
in the Austins.
As usual, there is a great selection of
events to choose from in the “What’s
On” section of the Natter. Karen and I
hope to participate in several of them
but having just bought our “forever”
house in Suffolk, it needs more work to
make it habitable than we anticipated.
Playing with Austins has had to take
second place! The up side is that it
takes us one step closer to a permanent
move to Suffolk, lock stock and barrel
(and tabby cats)

The house is blessed with a large paddock so we are planning a day’s fun
with the Austins in the paddock as a
substitute for the Gala which had been
unfortunately cancelled.
So keep the 14th August free in your
diaries and there will be more information elsewhere in this edition of the
Natter (page 38). Perhaps the smell of
bacon butties on arrival might be
enough to tempt you?
Karen and I recently took a Seven to
the Laon Historique in France. I can
recommend vintage motoring in
France as it is always a stress free affair
but there were nearly 800 cars and
motor cycles on the Sunday’s run
through the closed city streets of Laon.
The stop-starts in the steep streets was
a challenge for the older cars although
we were very much in a minority with
less than 20 pre-war entrants. The
locals really appreciate seeing the prewar cars and, show their enthusiasm on
every street corner, a very similar
experience to the Ipswich to Felixstowe run.
Whatever you may be doing in your
Austin, I wish you safe and happy
motoring.

Dave Witton
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News
Membership News
Updates and Survey Results
The annual renewals marathon is now
over and you should, hopefully, have
received your up-to-date Members
Contact List and Breakdown Registers.
Only eight members did not renew.
However, we have welcomed two new
members (see page 5), which brings
the total to 92 members and 73 joint
members.

Included in this year’s renewal form
was a Membership survey, designed to
help your Committee to better organise
the club and to plan events that would
appeal to the wider membership.
The number of members who ignored
the survey was high – 39 out of the 88
who returned their forms, or 44%.
Whilst this was disappointingly low it
was not unexpected.

Detailed Analysis
The table below shows the questions
on the survey and the percentage of
members in agreement (or not) with

each statement, with the highest percentage in bold.

Percentage in agreement
I enjoy static rallies - for example, Norfolk Showground or Wings and
Wheels

5

2.5

12.5

32.5

47.5

I like to take my car on road runs - for example, Drive it Day

0

8.1

10

29.7

52.2

I would use my “Seven” more if events took place nearer my home

8.6

2.9

28.6

25.7

34.2

I would be willing to organise a run or event in my area

21

24.2

30.3

12.2

12.3

Although I like to use my car, few if any club events appeal to me

27.6

24.1.

31

10.3

7

I prefer not to take part in club events

51.7

24.2

24.1

0

0

If the club organised more social functions I would probably attend

9.1

15.5

27.3

30.3

17.8

I think the current venue for club meetings is central for the majority of
members

7.9

5.3

21

21

44.8

July 2016
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News
Analysis and Comments (Percentages rounded to nearest whole number)
“I enjoy static rallies - for example, Norfolk Showground or Wings and Wheels”
“I like to take my car on road runs - for example, Drive it Day”
80% of the responders were wholly or partially in agreement with the first two questions.
Comments relevant to these questions included: We need more events in east
Norfolk – Don't have time at weekend for club events as usually flying – Only 2
events in N Norfolk and both on same date – We live on the edge of the area and
as a pensioner attend just a few events during the year – A couple of static rallies
a year is enough for us.
“I would use my “Seven” more if events took place nearer my home”
60% of the responders were wholly or partially in agreement with this question.
Comment from the first two questions also apply here.
“I would be willing to organise a run or event in my area”
The majority (30%) were neutral here. 25% were wholly or partially in agreement.
Only one responder actually volunteered to host an event. Another commented that
he had done this a couple of times, but was disappointed by the response and was
reluctant to try it again.
“Although I like to use my car, few if any club events appeal to me”
“I prefer not to take part in club events”
83% disagreed wholly or partially with the first of these questions, 100% with the
second. We must be doing something right!
Comments to these questions included: Well done to all the organisers – would like
to see more runs with a pub lunch – I think the committee do a good job and I am
happy how the club is run – will support most events that appeal to us
“If the club organised more social functions I would probably attend”
Although only 18% were in full agreement with this question, a further 57% agreed
partially.
4
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“I think the current venue for club meetings is central for the majority of
members”
87% were wholly or partially in agreement with the question. Of the remainder, the
comments received indicated that they were unhappy due to their location in relation
to East Tuddenham. While this is understandable, it was not really what the question
asked. One comment sums it all up – wherever the meetings are held, you will never
please everyone.
Other comments included: Club evenings too far away – With a vast county,
different club night venues should be considered (40 miles is too far at present) –
E Tudd is a long way - time is problem rather than distance.
The map on the following page tries to illustrate the relationship between where
members live and East Tuddenham. The circles are ten mile radius – 10, 20 30 and
40 miles. Rather than try to indicate the location of individual members I have
grouped them in post codes. This leads to some inaccuracy, but in broad terms it
means that:
• 16 members live within 10 miles of East Tuddenham
• 38 members live between 10-20 miles of East Tuddenham
• 26 members live between 20-30 miles of East Tuddenham
• 8 members live between 30-40 miles of East Tuddenham
• 4 members live more than 40 miles from East Tuddenham. This includes
Brian and Hazel Norfolk, who live in Harpenden, Herts.

New Members
Please join us in welcoming the following new members to the club:
David and Margaret Eglen live in
Hindolveston and own a 1937 Ruby.

July 2016

Clive Holder has a 1935 Rod Yates
bodied Ulster Replica and lives in Aldham Tye, near Ipswich
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News

RH Insurance
Several members who arrange their
insurance through RH have reported
that their renewal notices have failed to
arrive on time.
On querying this, the usual explanation
seems to be that they were sent by

6

email – and subsequently disappeared
into the great hole in the sky!
Rather than get caught out, it is suggested that members make a note on
the calendar to check with RH before
their insurance expires

Norfolk NA7ter

News
Rubber Band Racing
A record field for this annual event
The fourth running of the “Tuddenham
TT” took place at the April club night.
A capacity crowd of over 40 competitors and spectators were there to see a
record field of 12 cars compete for the
two trophies - best car and furthest distance run. In addition, the “Clerk of the
Course” - Paul Maulden - had introduced a new class, “Downhill Racers”
and five unpowered demonstrators
were on hand for a trial run - of which
more later.

There were entries in the powered class
from Paul Maulden, Tricia and Dave
Rix, Mavis and Trevor Jenkins, Rick
Fryer, John Wyett, John Lain, John
Newton, Judy Levien and husband
Charles - the current record-holder,
with a distance of 38ft 10in, set in
2014.
Following scrutineering and lastminute activity in the paddock, lots
were drawn for the starting grid and the
competition began. First away was
Paul's number one car, which achieved

Last-minute activity in the paddock
July 2016
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The Winning Racers
Charles Levien’s Foulsham Flier
Furthest Distance Run

Tricia Rix’s Cake Van
Concours Prize

a run of 15ft 1 in. Mavis Jenkins' entry
ran an impressive 30ft dead, which set
the standard for those following. Dave
Rix (19ft), Judy Levien (21ft 3in), John
Newton (23ft 1in) and John Wyett
(13ft 9in) tried hard, but only Charles
at 29ft 3in came close.

ond car, which achieved 30ft 11in and
went into round two the clear leader.

Your Editor was next, but an earlier
gearbox failure had resulted in the
over-generous application of superglue, which locked the driving wheels
and resulted in his entry being withdrawn without coming under starters
orders.
Racing continued, with John Lain (22ft
9in), Dave Rix's second entrant (11ft
11in) and Trevor Jenkins (25ft 3in) all
trying - and failing - to beat Mavis.
Finally, Paul succeeded with his sec8

In the second round, only Paul's
number one car (23ft 4in), John Newton (26ft 7in), John Lain (27ft) and
Charles Levien improved on their earlier distances. Charles' Foulsham Flier
at 30ft 9½in finally beat Paul's entrant
- but not his own record - and took the
prize for the furthest distance run. The
Concours prize for the best-looking
racer, judged by Chairman Dave Witton, went to Tricia Rix for her Cake
Van.
Following the rubber-banders, the
downhill racers took to the floor. Having been carefully scrutinised and
weighed, to ensure no-one had loaded
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their machine with lead, they were
launched across the floor.
Paul's custom-built ski jump ramp
ensured a good start, at least, but after
that they were on their own!
Steering, or rather the lack of it, proved
to be the primary problem and most
entrants veered off course and into the
crowd or the stage. To compensate for
his earlier disappointment, the Editor's
Soap Box Duck performed well, maintaining an almost straight line and
crossing the hall to finish against the
far wall. Next year we will include
Downhill Racing as an official event –
but we may need a bigger hall (or a
shorter launching ramp, Paul!)

July 2016
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News
Guest Speaker
At our May meeting we were pleased
to welcome David Morton, left, who
gave a talk on Honda.
Entitled “Honda Worldwide”, this
interesting and informative lecture
began with the surprising statement
that it was not primarily about cars!
David went on to describe the huge
range of Honda’s activities and products, ranging from generators and
lawnmowers to robots, aircraft and
space exploration.
He gave a history of the company,
founded by Soichiro Honda in 1936 as
a repair garage. After the war they
began making motorised bicycles, then
motorcycles (1949), followed by their
first car in 1963. The successful Civic
range, introduced in 1972 is still in production.

The Austin Seven Clubs Association Archive
Open Day - 14th August
In our last edition we described the
work currently being carried out at the
Archive Room of the Austin Seven
Clubs' Association.
We are pleased to announce that an
Open Day will be held from 10.00 am
until 4.00 pm on Sunday 14th August.
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The Archives are situated at The Triumph Sports Car Club Limited
premises, Sunderland Court, Main
Street, Lubenham, Leicestershire,
LE16 9TF.
The Archive has a large number of
original handbooks and parts books,
advertising literature, brochures, drawings, Stanley Edge and Bert Hadley
Norfolk NA7ter
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material, together with a fine selection
of cups and awards. Progress to date on
our digitising project will also be on
display.
This is an opportunity to look at the
vast amount of resource held and to
meet up with members of the Archive
Team and fellow enthusiasts.
No appointment necessary - just turn
up. They will be delighted to see you.
Refreshments are available with some
good pubs in the village!
The Archives are situated four miles
west of Market Harborough on the
A4304. Parking is available on site.

Above and Left

Technical
Drawings
from the
Archive

July 2016
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Sausages on a Summer’s Evening
Drive-It Night and Barbecue well-supported
21 June was the Summer Solstice – an
ideal evening to venture forth in an old
car with uncertain lighting. Consequently there was a good turn-out of
both cars and members at the Jubilee
Hall for the annual Drive-It Night and
Barbecue.
The cars, 15 in total, ranged from John
Newton’s Crossley to John Lain’s

12

MGB GT and included a good crosssection of Sevens, a Model A Ford, a
Lotus Elan, a Morris Minor Traveller
and an A35.
As usual, the barbecue was well-patronised by the members, with many
going back for “seconds” and our
thanks go to the Jubilee Hall staff for
their efforts.

Norfolk NA7ter

Our Cars
David Wall’s
granddaughter, Jasmine,
enjoys her driving lesson
in Grandad’s RP Saloon.
David tells us that the last
time this car wore Lplates was in 1967, when
he went on his first run.
Jasmine drove the car well
and after a couple of
lessons with a driving
school told her instructor
she preferred the
Austin Seven!

A Breath of Air?
Hamish Alger
Most of the Austin 7s that I have
owned have been pre. 1932 and have
had gravity fuel tanks, thus not having
the problem that I have recently encountered with my '35 Opal, which of
course has a 5 gallon rear mounted
tank. Recently I filled this tank in my
garage using 2x5 litre cans: the conJuly 2016

tents of the first can went in perfectly
but as I continued filling with the second can I became aware of the noise of
running liquid! Quickly looking under
the car I saw a stream of fuel coming
from the front of the tank. I rushed to
fetch a receptacle but by the time I
placed it in position the flow soon
13

Our Cars
stopped. So, where was it coming
from? One thing about Austin 7s is that
they are easy to get under - even without jacking up so I was soon able to
find the breather pipe at the front of the
tank; a smallish brass pipe going up to
the top and disappearing from sight at
the top. But what is it for? Where was
it coming from? A telephone call to a
friend elicited the information that it is
a breather pipe and, in his opinion is
entirely unnecessary. My friend said
that provided the fuel filler cap does
not make an airtight fit with the flange
on the top of the pipe all is well and no
breather is necessary. Originally there
never was a washer between cap and
flange and there shouldn't be. My fuel
cap does not make an airtight fit with
the flange so what should I do?

14

Bearing in mind possible embarrassment on fuel forecourts, loss of expensive fuel, the fact that at the moment
the Opels' fuel gauge works only sometimes! and (not least!) a fire hazard -I
decided to seal the end of the breather
pipe but in such a way that it could be
unsealed. I merely shaped a small
piece of wooden dowelling to a taper,
tapped it lightly up the open end, thoroughly cleaned the end of the pipe for
about a half inch and covered the final
inch and pipe end with Araldite. Have
I done right? I can say that subsequently there have been no fuel starvation
problems and I really think there won't
be, but please do let me know what, if
anything you have done about this - assuming somebody else out there has
had this problem.

Norfolk NA7ter

Runs & Rallies

Ufford – 2 April
The Editor enjoys the opening event of the season – but not the ride
home!
It being early in the year and us not
knowing what the elements had in
store, we decided to take something
with a roof on to Ufford. We need not
have bothered. The day turned out to
be relatively warm and sunny and we
enjoyed the best weather at the White
Lion for many a year.

places, for Dave Rix and us, and was
relieved when we turned up.

We arrived in Vincent the Van to find
Paul in “Ruby” parked alongside Gary
and Lynn Weidner in their “oily rag”
1933 Austin 10 and a non-member in a
Box Saloon. Paul had been annoying
the marshals by saving a couple of

We were still holding a space and still
annoying the marshals when a nice,
noisy, supercharged Ulster replica
turned up and was slotted neatly into
place instead of Dave’s Chummy – see
next page.

July 2016

There was, however, no sign of the
Rixes and a subsequent phone call
revealed that problems with the Jepson’s Mini and Dave’s Chummy meant
that we would not be seeing them.
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Runs & Rallies
Cars continued to arrive, with a good
turnout of pre-war vehicles, but noticeable less post-war ones. At Ufford the
later cars are banished to a field across
the road from the pub and this was a lot
emptier than on previous years, bucking the trend of most shows lately,
where the ratio of pre- to post-war cars
has been low.
One of the pre-war vehicles that caught
our eye was the delightful Delage van,
seen right, but there was no shortage of
interesting stuff, with most manufacturers well represented.
We enjoyed a nice glass of the local
“home-brew” and a tasty burger in the
spring sunshine and as the afternoon
drew to a close we headed back north.
As we reached Diss, it became apparent that all was not well in the clutch/

16

gearbox department with an ominous
rattle on over-run. Pressing on we
reached Attleborough, but by now it
was becoming difficult to maintain
power and we finally came to a halt
under the A11 flyover, about 100 yards
from member Ray Steerman’s home.
Thinking ourselves very lucky, we prepared to push Vincent across the traffic

Norfolk NA7ter
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lights when, to our surprise Ray and his
wife pulled up behind us in their modern!
Suitably reinforced, we soon had the
van on Ray’s drive and enjoyed a welcome coffee and a check on the

progress of Ray’s Ruby restoration
while we waited for RH’s man to arrive
with his lorry. This was quickly
accomplished and we completed the
rest of the journey in relative comfort.
Thanks, again, to Ray and his wife for
their help and hospitality.

Postscript
When the van engine was stripped
down, it revealed the front bearing lip
in several pieces in the crankcase. This
was allowing the crankshaft and fly
wheel to move backwards and forwards each time the clutch was used or
on over-run.

Two years ago we suffered a similar
problem with the RP on the same journey, returning from the same event. On
that occasion a repaired front bearing
lip became detached and once again we
finished the day on a lorry. The curse
of Ufford!

Shouldham – 3 April
Martin Jones reports on a “new” venue
Shouldham village organize, through
the local community pub, a very informal meeting every first Sunday of the
month, starting Sunday 3 April and
running through to September or possibly October, depending on the
weather.
The meet is held on the village green,
from 12.00 o'clock onwards, with the
pub (The King's Arms) offering both
liquid refreshment and a selection of
Sunday lunches. There is no pressure
for any one to purchase anything, however, with several people bringing picnic lunches.

July 2016

The meet is open to any and all classic
or vintage cars. On 3 April there were
four Prewar Cars (two Ford Model As,
a Crossley (see next page) and a Morris
Eight), several 1940/50s American
cars, Morris Minors, Volkswagens,
Austin Healys. MGBs, TRs and
Sprites.
Some 35 cars had arrived by midday,
with various additional cars coming
and going up until 3.30pm when I left,
leaving approximately 20-odd cars still
enjoying the pleasant afternoon sun.
Apparently the mix of makes is always
different, with usually a good turn-out
when the weather is good. However,
17
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the thought was that the May meeting
might suffer, as it is the weekend of the
Stradsett rally, which is only a few
miles away.
Shouldham is easy to find, being a couple of miles north of Fincham on the
Downham Market road (A1122)
between Downham Market and Swaffham. The event offers a Sunday drive
out, with the prospect of a pleasant

18

place for a picnic or Sunday lunch,
with the family, as the mood takes you.
For those interested in attending, the
website is www.kingsarmsshouldham.co.uk and the telephone number
of the pub is 01366 347410. The
address for sat-nav users is 28 The
Green
Shouldham, Norfolk PE33 0BY.

Norfolk NA7ter
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Halesworth to Snape – 17 April
Liz Maulden reports on this popular event
Four cars owned by club members
joined a total of forty assorted cars and
military vehicles to set off on a fine
sunny but cool Sunday morning for the
annual drive through the Suffolk countryside.
They were Paul and Liz Maulden in
Ruby, Barney and Jean Barnard in
Winnie, Hamish and Annie Alger in
their Opal and Gary and Lynn Weider
in a Morris Tourer.
This year was a slightly longer run to
include Saxstead Green passing the
Post Mill then by-passing Framlingham via Brandeston, Kettleburgh, Easton, Campsey Ash into Tunstall,
July 2016

eventually arriving in Snape with no
mishaps just after 12 noon. These were
all very interesting typical Suffolk villages with pretty churches and houses.
As usual we were allocated parking
behind the theatre and shops. We
bravely ate our picnics outside in the
cool breeze but most people left soon
after.
A lovely run, hopefully somebody will
step in to organise for next year as
Cyril, the organiser for several years
now, is stepping down.
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Bungay Lions Classic Vehicle Rally – 1 May
Dave Rix visits Earsham Hall
My first duty of the day was to deliver
Mrs R’s contribution of her tasty cow
pies to the Seething Airfield control
tower for their first open day of the season. For this the Chummy’s rear and
passenger seats and the front foot well
are ideal and the somewhat choppy
ride had no apparent ill effects.
This was Little Nell’s first trip out to
celebrate her 90th year since taking to
the road (according to the date stamp
on the rear axle which is 13/4/26) and
we have made up a board to proclaim
this to the public. At home, she was
decorated with signs and balloons and
proudly stood outside in the driveway
for the mothers and kiddies to admire
on the way to and from school – we
were quite mortified to find she
received little or no attention at all!
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It was one of those fresh perfect mornings with a cloudless sky and on the
nine-mile back road journey hardly
any traffic was seen. However upon
arrival at the hall a lot of traffic was
seen.
For whatever reason the cars, instead
of being routed up the hill on the paved
road to the right and taken across the
top and down to their berth, were taken
along the field at the bottom of the hill
and led up the slope to park. As it had
rained all the previous day the result
can be imagined and a tractor was kept
busy pulling the stuck unfortunates
into position.
Needless to say the Seven in low gear
with a little hand throttle had no such
problems and Mrs R – skilfully, I

Norfolk NA7ter
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Phil and Tricia Sharp’s Ruby with a larger relative
thought – brought the newly refurbished Elan up the hill to park, can I
say, with some élan! Less fortunate
were John and Christine Lain when the
MG dropped a rear wheel into a gully.
However they now have a thick layer
of sound absorbing mud under the rear
arches as a bonus.
Club members were thin on the ground
this year. Phil and Tricia Sharp, with
family members including Winston the
woofer, were making their first visit to
the venue. Barney and Jean Barnard
came in Winnie, their RP. Hamish
Alger arrived solo in his very smart
Opal, while Henry and Jennifer Thorne
with their comprehensive book display
and John Clarke in his red Bristol 401
completed the gathering. Barney and
July 2016

Jean reported that David Witton was
also there, although we never saw him.
According to the screen display stickers, there were over 500 entries of various vehicles, which included military,
tractors and motorcycles. There were
also more auto-jumblers than before,
but a curious lack of a good old
fish’n’chip stall! The trad jazz band
and modern live group were excellent
and added to the carnival feel, whilst
the retail therapy side of the hall
seemed to be doing a roaring trade.
There was a larger crowd than ever this
year (the weather must have helped)
and from a small affair a few years ago
this event has become very popular.
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Skeyton Goat – 15 May
The Editor does his bit for charity
This event is staged to raise money for
the Big C charity. Having enjoyed last
year’s show, we decided to attend
again, this time in Cecil the Special, as
the weather forecast was good (and the
engine was still out of the van!). Arriving relatively early, we were well to the
front of the rally field, which rapidly
filled up with a variety of vehicles –
over 300 at a rough estimate.
As with most events these days, the
percentage of pre- to post-war cars is
decreasing, but NA7C members continue to do their bit.
In addition to ourselves, Colin
Aldridge (later joined by Mossie)

brought his Model T Ford Doctor’s
Coupé, Michael Spinks came in his
Vauxhall Coupé and new member
Peter Iddon, who we were pleased to
meet for the first time (and shift
another anniversary mug!) brought his
Ruby. There was a smattering of other
pre-war Austins and Morrisses, a
Stanley Steamer, Crossley and 20hp
Rolls-Royce. A huddle of post-war
MG Midgets surrounded a very nice
pre-war J2 version.
Motorbikes were well represented, but
we were unable to spot any early models. One that did catch our eye was a
1951 Peugeot Triporteur. Introduced in
1939, this three-wheeled delivery

A huddle of post-war MG Midgets surrounded a very nice
pre-war J2 version
22

Norfolk NA7ter

Runs & Rallies

1951 Peugeot Triporteur
motorcycle was advertised as “the
more economic of the fast means of
delivery.” The rear wheel, seat and
engine are a typical motorcycle, while
between the front wheels is an open bin
that can carry 220 pounds of delivery
items (see above). Apparently Peugeot
later built a two-seater car on the same
chassis!
Several other club members showed up
in moderns – Paul Bellison with son
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and Jamie Rogerson and John Smith
with wives.
We spent a very pleasant spring day at
The Goat. There was an extensive auto
jumble/car boot sale – I think we spotted member Ken Rivet on duty there –
and we chatted to a few interesting
people. We later learned that the final
total raised for the Big C charity was
£7373.91. Well done!
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Corton Playing Field – 22 May
The Editor does a bit more for charity
This event began in 2015 as an attempt
to raise funds for the Great Ormond
Street Hospital. The granddaughter of
Gary Smith, who gave a recent talk to
members on powerboat racing, needed
urgent treatment for a heart condition
when she was born and he felt he
would like to show an appreciation for
the care she had and continues to
receive. Gary, a member of the local
Lotus Car Club, thought he could get a
few friends along. In the end over 250
vehicles turned up, and attendance this
year appeared to exceed that.

already and more continued to arrive
through the morning. As mentioned
earlier there were in excess of 250
there – we gave up counting – but very
few prewar cars. In fact we could only
find seven and that included Cecil!
One car that did catch our eye was a
1935 Clifton Coupe (see below)

Once again there was a good weather
forecast, so we headed to Corton in
Cecil the Special. Sunday morning
traffic was light, so we took the “main
road” route – A47, Southern Bypass
and Acle Straight to Yarmouth, then
straight down the A12.

Being a “charity do” there were numerous charity stalls, together with lots of
craft stalls and several food outlets.
Gary also belongs to the Lowestoft &

Other club members in attendance
comprised the Algers in their A35, the
Rixes in the Lotus Elan, the Lains in
their MGBGT and the Jenkins in
Mavis’s Bentley

The entrance to the field was not
clearly marked and, like the queue of
cars we were following, we missed it!
A quick U-turn soon saw us all back on
course and we drove into position.
There were quite a few vehicles there
24
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Oulton Broad Motor Boat Club and
fellow members had brought along an
interesting display of hydroplanes and
there was a good collection of motorbikes, but again only a couple of prewar ones.
The weather remain fine all day. Having spoken to Dave about his route to

Corton and learning of the display of
rhododendrons in Somerleyton, we
took the back road home via Loddon.
The delightful drive rounded off a
really good day out.
We later learned that the event raised
£3,300 for Great Ormond Street Hospital.

A Saunter Round the Saints – 29 May
The Editor enjoys another sunny Sunday in Suffolk
Sunday morning, and the Tally Ho
Tearooms at Mettingham found 15
assorted cars ready for the off. The
occasion was Paul and Liz Maulden’s
annual “Saunter Round the Saints”.
This, however, was a Saunter with a
difference, as Paul was at home convalescing from a recent operation, Fortunately Liz was on hand, in her modern
and, after tea and cakes in the Tally Ho,
she led the convoy off.

Club members in that convoy
included: Dave and Tricia Rix in their
latest acquisition, the ex-John Clarke
RN; Stewart Anderson-Cousins in his
Ruby; Hamish and Anne Alger in their
Opal; Philip and Tricia Jepson in their
Chummy; Martin and Thelma Jones in
the Model A Ford; and your Editor and
Cherry in Vincent the Van, newly reengined and on his proving trials. Also
present, but in slightly younger cars,
were John and Christine Lain in their

Under starter’s orders at the Tally Ho Tearooms
July 2016
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Liz led us on a
delightful route
through the Saints
MGBGT and Mavis and Trevor
Jenkins in a Rolls-Royce.
Among the non club members there
were several prewar cars, including a
very nice Wolseley 9 Tourer, the
Clifton we had spotted at Corton the
previous week, a Big Seven and an
Austin 10. Postwar cars included a
couple of Ford Anglias (an E93A and a
100E), an Austin Cambridge an MG
Midget and a very sleek, very new Jaguar.
Obviously, Suffolk County Council
were not aware of our plans, as no
roads were closed this year and Liz led
us on a delightful route through the
Saints – St John, St Margaret, St
26

Michael, St Nicholas, St James and All
Saints – until we arrived at the village
of Huntingfield, where we stopped to
admire the church.
Huntingfield church - St Mary’s – is
rightly famous for its painted interior,
in particular the ceiling. It was painted
by Mildred Holland, the wife of William Holland who was rector for 44
years from 1848 until his death in
1892. The church was closed for eight
months while she painted the chancel
roof. Tradesmen provided scaffolding
and prepared the ceiling for painting
but there is no record to show that she
had any help with the work, and legend
has it that she did much of it lying on
her back.
Norfolk NA7ter
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Three years later Mildred Holland
began to paint again in the nave. The
whole cost of repairing the nave roof,
preparing it for painting and for materials amounted to £247.10s.7d of
which £16.7s.6d was for 225 books of
gold leaf and £72 for colours. William
Holland's notes show that between
1859 and 1882 a total of £2,034.10s.0d
was spent on the church restoration,
huge sum for that period, of which,
apparently he gave all but £400!
Leaving Huntingfield, we drove past
Heveningham Hall and on to Halesworth and the Triple Plea Inn, where
the pub had mown their meadow and
opened it so that we could park separately from the public. After a carvery
lunch, some of us drove back to Paul
and Liz’s house to check up on the convalescent. We are pleased to report that
he is doing well.

The ceiling of St Mary’s church

Sevens in the meadow of the Triple Plea
July 2016
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Euston Rural Pastimes – 12 June
Dave Rix reports on this popular event
As our usual fellow convoy partners
Phil and Tricia Jepson were cruising
somewhere in France, it was decided to
give our recent acquisition (a’32 RN
named Poppy – see front cover) a run
out instead of the Chummy. The main
road route was chosen – not a good
choice, as I will explain later.
We met up on this rather drab morning
with Rick and Cherry in the van, with
the tasty-looking but slightly beyondthe-sell-by-date pastries in the back.
Michael Spinks and Sue Hunt were
there in Mike’s RP, Hamish and Anne
Alger in their Opal and Dave and
Karen Witton brought along the
Chummy. John and Christine Lain
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came in the MGBGT while Trevor and
Mavis Jenkins with friends arrived in a
convertible Rolls-Royce. John Wyett
and John and Chris Hazell also
attended but in their ‘moderns’.
This is now a big event, both in variety
of stands and exhibits and the acres it
covers. The walk to the river through
the woods is very pleasant, this area
being where the dog scurry (which
involves throwing an object in the river
for the dogs to retrieve) and coracle
demonstrations take place. The sight of
a young lady going round in circles
whilst trying to control a coracle was
well worth the walk down to the river.
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...the afternoon was, by now, cloudy and damp...
The main ring is kept busy all day with
events such as dog handling, traction
engine displays, Cossack horsemen
and raptor flying – you name it, it’s
there. The heavy horses with wagons
and drays were most impressive, but it
would have been a bit more realistic if
at least one of the exhibits was shown
as it would have been when working –
faded paint, worn out with wobbly
wooden wheels and the nags covered
in dust, with no polished brass to be
seen!
A large display of tractors and motorcycles and a trailer ride around the
estate were other attractions, with a
visit to the lovely church situated on
the estate also on the agenda. A display
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by Maurice Hammond in his P51 Mustang rounded off the afternoon, which
was by now cloudy and damp. Altogether, this is a most attractive place to
visit with the proceeds going to the St
Nicholas Hospice Care.
My earlier mention of the main road
route not being a good choice was
brought about by the fact that I hadn’t
taken the ‘new’ RN on a main road
until Sunday. Although it is in tiptop
order otherwise, but when reaching
much over 30 mph the prop shaft
vibrates rather interestingly, which
curtailed our progress somewhat.
Rather than turn back for the Chummy
we pressed on, however though when
returning home we took our usual back
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road route which was far more pleasant
and 10 minutes quicker!

the Chummy is livelier and steers more
positively.

Finally the difference between the
Chummy and RN is quite marked. The
longer wheelbase RN being the more
comfortable ride and roomier whilst

Mrs R is on a conversion course from
Elan/100E to RN at the moment.
Watch this space!

Vintage Rally & Country Fair, Palgrave – 19 June
The Editor takes a “Journey Through The Ages”
Well, that was the organisers’ description of what ended up as an excellent
day out. The ages represented seemed
to be the late 19 century through to the
present day, rather than millennia, but
the show was no worse for that!.
We arrived on the site just before 9 am,
having had a quicker-than-expected
run in Cecil the Special and found very
little in the way of organised marshalling. We managed to fit ourselves in

between a 1935 Morris 10-4 and a
1936 Bentley, just a few cars away
from Chairman Dave and Karen in
their Chummy. Apart from John and
Christine Lain in the MGBGT, we
appeared to be the only NA7C members present – although we heard later
that Barney and Jean Barnard had broken down on the way there.
There were several other A7s on
parade, including an Ashley-bodied

We managed to fit ourselves in between a
1935 Morris 10-4 and a 1936 Bentley
30
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Special, a 1931 AG tourer in nice “oily
rag” condition and Bob Thrower in his
recently restored 1934 AVH Van. Also
there, from the Essex club, were Mel
and Annette Grainger in a Big Seven
and Nick Gray in his RN.
There was lots to see apart from cars.
There were tractors, steam engines,
lorries, bikes – both motor and pedal,
street organs, military vehicles and stationery engines. In fact, over 400
entries were listed in the program in
various categories, although we didn’t
count them!
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Stalls included the usual charities,
crafts, autojumble, food outlets and a
wide selection of retailers. Traders
reported that Saturday had been a
wash-out, but all seemed to be making
up for it in the warm afternoon sunshine.
That warm sunshine was the icing on
the cake for us and made an excellent
show even better. We shall certainly
attend next year and would urge other
members to do so too.
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Sales and Wants
For Sale
Part Restored 1936 ARQ Ruby … £4200
Very sound body and bright-work with
new vinyl roof
Seats in good condition but interior requires new headlining (supplied) and
re trimming. Door cards and other trim
panels are there for renewing or new
trim.
Wheels in excellent condition but tyres
past their best.
Overhauled tank, Braking system renewed from cam bushes to cables and
cross shaft.

New spring shackles and bushes front
& rear and new sealed rear wheel bearings.
Steering overhauled incl. stripping and
checking box. Engine has new pistons,
liners and valves/guides. New wiring
loom fitted and semaphores work and
light up! New prop U/J's
For more info and details contact:

Dave Rix : 01508 493419
Email: rixna7c@waitrose.com

Wanted
Fuel Tank
The Editor needs a replacement fuel
tank for his van. This is a square, underbonnet type, very similar to the
ones fitted to RM or RN saloons. Ideally it would have a hole for a fuel gauge
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sender, but any square, underbonnet
tank will do.
If you have one surplus to requirements, please contact Rick on 01362
696114 or at rf.na7c@tiscali.co.uk
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FBHVC News
The NA7C is a member of The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. They
publish a bi-monthly magazine that highlights legislation and other topics which may
affect our hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If any member would like
to read the magazine in full, please contact the Editor, or visit the FBHVC website
at: www.fbhvc.co.uk

UK Legislation
Bob Owen

Registration Matters
As you know we had experienced an
extended failure to come to grips with
both the changes in some policies of
DVLA and the fact that they kept saying they had not changed anything.
Having reached an impasse with DVLA’s chosen negotiators, we had
reached the stage of taking the matter
up with the All Party Parliamentary
Historic Vehicle Group.
We then found ourselves with an extended hiatus as the DVLA negotiator
moved to another post. While the people we deal with day-to-day were
largely unchanged, there was a no-one
to carry on at the level where major
policy issues were concerned and it
took a while to establish who we were
to speak to.
The starting gun has now been fired;
DVLA have confirmed their new organisation. We have thus taken the opportunity to set out the policy questions
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as we understand them in a co-ordinated manner. We wrote last week to
DVLA attaching a Policy Paper which
sets everything out as fully as we can.
As many of you will recall, the major
issue by far was that concerning bodies
on vehicles with a chassis. DVLA had
started for whatever reason to reject
applications on the basis that the body
was not original or at the very least
consistent with the original style of the
vehicle. Sometimes, but not always,
they based these decisions on the evidence of the body style shown on an
old VE60 logbook. To our certain
knowledge certain of their decisions,
especially on the latter point, were the
reverse of the truth, and some bodies,
of variable quality, which had been on
the vehicle during its lifetime but were
most certainly not original, were being
preferred.
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We have always argued that DVLA’s
own publications, such as INF 26 and
Form V765/3, were so written as to
preclude the possibility that bodies on
a chassis (in contrast to monocoque
bodyshells) were to be taken account
of in deciding if a vehicle was genuine.
The responses of DVLA to our increasingly anguished protestations were that
they had always considered bodies and
that this had been the case since local
authorities were responsible for vehicle registration and licensing.
We were quite sure that was not the
case and some of our members, especially those with specialist skills, drew
our attention to books from the ‘50s
which very clearly stated the reverse;
that local authorities ignored body
styles in identifying what constituted a
vehicle. But no-one seemed to be able
to establish a source.
Well, thanks to help from the Kithead
Trust and their almost bottomless archive of documents, I was able to find
the Ministry of Transport’s ‘Handbook
regarding the Taxation and Registration of Mechanically Propelled Vehicles the Licensing of Drivers and
Related Matters’. This is the instructions to local authorities as to how they
should handle their registration and licensing responsibilities
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Paragraph 303 (2) deserves to be quoted at length: ‘The most reasonable assumption is that the chassis constitutes
the vehicle and that the chassis consists
not only of the frame but also front and
rear axles, gears, steering and transmission units. [A] change of body...
does not by itself constitute a change of
identity.’
Paragraph 303 (5) make clear that this
is not the case with a monocoque bodyshell so the distinction is clear.
Having established what was policy I
then searched for any point at which a
change in policy might have been
made and announced by MoT or DVLA. Searching through various stages
of development of policy on historic
vehicles, such as the setting up of the
V765 Scheme, a Consultation in September 1996, being a five year review
of the V765 Scheme, and a Consultation on Inspection Processes in 2004,
revealed no change. The wording continued to be consistent with no change
having occurred.
We have set all this out much more fully in our Policy Paper to DVLA.
I cannot at this stage predict what DVLA’s response will be so our advice to
those affected to be patient has to remain valid.
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Roadworthiness Testing Directive
The consultation to be issued by DfT
has still not been released. It may well
be the case that we will see no publication till July. Thus there is very little
we can do on this subject till we have
more information on the intentions of
the Government both as to the final
form of the new MoT and the options
which they intend to offer to cover exemptions.
It is however, I think fair to remind
everyone that the worries of the Feder-

ation regarding exemption from the
new testing regime, and the extent to
which that regime has to recognise that
older vehicles were built to earlier
standards, are of much more concern to
the older end of the spectrum of historic vehicles. There is little in the test
schedules contained in the Directive
and which the Government is going to
have to apply which more modern historic vehicles would not be able to pass
as long as they are in good condition.

Correct V5C Forms and the Vehicle Enquiry System
There has been no progress regarding
vehicles where the DVLA database,
and thus the V5C has an incorrectly
shown Make, often because the Model
is incorporated into the ‘Make’ field.
This makes searching for them on the
VES difficult, unless you have the
V5C to hand, which will enable you to
use the erroneous DVLA ‘Name’ entry
in your search.
Additionally, a fair number of our
members simply think that, especially
if the correct factual information regarding Make and Model has been supplied to DVLA, either on application
or later by the vehicle keeper, it ought
not to be beyond the wit of man for the
Government database of vehicles on
the British register simply to be correct.
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But, apparently it is beyond the wit of
the people in DVLA. DVLA say that
the problem arises from how the
DVLA database treats third party supplied data on Makes and Models. If the
data is not supplied to them, DVLA
have to enter it manually. Believe it or
not, it is apparently possible to manually enter a ‘Make’ into the relevant
field, but not to manually enter the
‘Model’. So far, all suggestions from
us as to how to solve the problem have
been deflected by DVLA as not practical. That may indeed be technically the
case.
Our position, that in respect of a
number of historic vehicles, some of
them just recently put onto the British
register, the VES is currently not fit for
purpose as a modern Government cus35
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tomer-facing digital system, is undoubtedly objectively true.
Similarly we don’t doubt the truth of
what DVLA are saying about the nature of the problem.
We don’t really know whether there is
a fundamental flaw in the system software structure, a fix which, given the

36

will and the money could be implemented, some agreement which gives
current motor manufacturers control
over what goes into the DVLA database, or simply a belief in DVLA that
the problem is not important enough to
fix.
We will continue to energetically batter our heads against this difficult wall
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What’s On
The Events Calendar for 2016 is on page 37. The latest version is available on the
website at

www.na7c.co.uk
The Club’s Events Coordinator is Dave Rix, who can be contacted on
01508 493419 or rixna7c@waitrose.com.

Here are some of the events over the next few months:
Sat/Sun 2/3 Jul – Wings & Wheels – Heveningham Hall
Sun 10 Jul – Run from Letheringsett to Langham Dome – 10:30 at lay-by
between Holt & Letheringsett
Fri 15 Jul – Jaguar Drivers Club Barbecue – Felthorpe Airfield 6:30pm
Tue 19 Jul – NA7C Meeting – Skittles Tournament. See page 40 for details.
Sat 23 Jul – Visit to Hoxne Watermill
Sun 31 Jul – Beighton House Garden Party
Sun 7 Aug – RAFA Day - Norfolk & Suffolk Aviation Museum
Sun 14 Aug – Picnic in the Paddock – See page 38 for details
Tue 16 Aug – NA7C Meeting
Sun 21 Aug – Classic Vehicle Show & Autojumble – Stonham Barns
Sat/Sun 28/29 Aug – Village at War – Gressenhall Farm & Workhouse, Dereham
Sun 18 Sep – Magnificent Machinery Show – Hickling Barn
Tue 20 Sep – NA7C Meeting – Anne & Hamish Alger - On Foot and Wheels around Europe

July 2016
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A Picnic in the Paddock on Sunday 14 August 2016
You are cordially invited to join Dave and Karen Witton for a picnic and gentle enjoyment in
the sunshine (we hope!) at:

Pelham House, Low Street, Bardwell, Suffolk, IP31 1AS
Tea and coffee with bacon/sausage butties will be available on arrival any time after 11 am. Please bring
the rest of your picnic dietary needs and drink and something to sit on. You are welcome to bring your
pooches too.
For those in the mood with only mild energy required, we hope to run some sort of gymkhana with a
few silly games thrown in too.
Purely to ensure we don’t disappoint by running out of butties, it would be useful to know the level of
interest so we can plan accordingly. Please let us know if you are interested in joining us. We would be
delighted to welcome you at our new, albeit rather incomplete, abode. We are easy to find. We are a
primrose thatched house, the second house on the left when approaching from the southern, Ixworth,
direction. A map and photo of the front entrance (below) will help you find us.
We look forward to seeing you.

Dave and Karen Witton
david.witton@btinternet.com
07778 494504
01359 250374
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TNA7C Events Calendar 2016
Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event

Bold type = NA7C Supported Event

Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C
Grey shaded – a new or amended event
Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event
Date
Jul

Event

Venue

Contact

2
3

Sat Wings & Wheels
Sun

Heveningham Hall

01728 832363
www.countryfair.co.uk

2
3

Sat Vintage Transport Festival
Sun

North Norfolk Railway

www.nnrailway.co.uk

3

Sun 39th Annual Classic Car Rally

King’s Lynn & District M C

10

Sun

Run from Letheringsett to Langham Dome

Dave Rix
Start 10:30 at lay-by
between Holt & Lethering- 01508 493419
rixna7c@waitrose.com
sett

15

Fri

Jaguar Drivers Club Barbecue

Felthorpe Airfield 6:30pm Free entry for Classic
Cars - just turn up!

17

Sun

Lynn at War (organised by Gressenhall
Farm & Workhouse)

Tuesday Market Place,
King’s Lynn 10am to 4pm

19

Tue

NA7C Meeting - Skittles Tournament

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm See page 40 for details

23

Sat

A Visit to Hoxne Watermill

Water Mill Lane, Hoxne,
Suffolk IP21 5AY 11:00am

Dave Rix

30 Sat Old Buckenham Air Show
31 Sun

Old Buckenham Airfield

Dave Rix

31 Sun Beighton House Garden Party

Beighton House, North Burlingham (12 onwards) - Bring
your own picnic and wine

Miriam Burroughs
01362 869262
miriam.burroughs@norfolk.gov.uk

Aug 7
7

14

www.oldbuckenhamairshow.co.uk
www.oldbuckenhamairshow.co.uk/
classic-car.html

David Charles
07940 917 588
mail@a7special.co.uk

Sun RAFA Day - Norfolk & Suffolk
Aviation Museum

Flixton

Sun Gresham Village Fete
(NR11 8RT)

Classic cars and vintage
tractors on display

Sun

Pelham House, Low Street, Dave and Karen Witton
See page 38 for details
Bardwell, Suffolk, IP31
1AS

A Picnic in the Paddock

Dave Rix
www.aviationmuseum.net

Hayley
fkot@hotmail.co.uk
07765633549

14 Sun Weston Country Fayre

Devonshire Farm, Ringsfield Road, Nr Beccles

16 Tue NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

21 Sun Classic Vehicle Show & Autojumble

Stonham Barns, Suffolk

westoncountryfayre.org.uk

Ray Witton
01473 655666
ray.68w@btinternet.com
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What’s On
Date

Event

Venue

Aug 28 Sun Village at War
29 Mon

Contact

Gressenhall Farm &
Workhouse, Dereham

01362 869262
more info to follow

29 Mon Aylsham Show

Blickling Hall

www.theaylshamshow.co.uk

11 Sun Stradbroke CARnival

Stradbroke High School
10:00 - 16:00

www.stradbrokehigh.co.uk
Linda Clark
01379 383987(daytime)

18 Sun Magnificent Machinery Show

Hickling Barn, Hickling
NR12 0YU

David Skinner 01692 598150
magnificentmachinery
@hicklingbarn.com

20

Tues NA7C Meeting
Anne & Hamish Alger - On Foot and
Wheels around Europe

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

25

Sun

Nelson County Car Run

Easton College (8.30 - 9.30am) Norwich MG Owners Club
to???
www.nmgoc.co.uk/
Nelson2016.html

25

Sun

Reepham Classic - Reepham Market Place

Arrival 08:00-10:00
Open to public 11:00-16:00

18

Tues NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Nov 15 Tues NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Sep

Oct

Dec

13

Tues NA7C Christmas Dinner

Peter Fitzjohn
reephamclassic16@outlook.com

TBD

Please Note: All the above events and dates are subject to change.
Visit our website at www.na7c.co.uk for the latest information

Skittles
Tournament
Jubilee Hall – 19 July 2015
RULES
Entry Fee - £1 per person

Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
Each contestant to bowl three balls, Total number of pins knocked down to constitute the score. If all pins are knocked down with the first or second ball, they will be
reset and the total added to the score.
If time permits, depending on the number of entrants, further
attempts may be allowed.
Highest score of the night wins. In the event of a tie, a deciding frame will be played.
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Special Cut-Out and Keep

Free Gift

How long have you been looking at your “Seven”
and saying “I’ll do that when I get a round tuit”?
Well, now here’s your chance. The Editor has
acquired a supply of these rare items and is
pleased to include one free with every copy of the

Norfolk Natter

Just cut it out and stick it on your garage wall
You’ll never have to put off another job!

Club Sales
The following items are available from Paul Mauldon
(01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com) or at Club meetings

90th Anniversary Tea Towel
Posters – £5
Only a few left!
£4
Will not be reprinted

Club Clothing

Fleeces – £29.50
Polo Shirts – £12.50
Baseball Caps – £8.50

All available in a variety of
colours and sizes
Details from Paul

Binder for “Grey Mags”
or “Natter”
holds 12 copies – £5
Stainless Steel
Radiator Badges – £9.95
Also available
Vinyl Windscreen badges
One large and one small badge – £1.50 per set

