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The articles, photographs and views expressed and printed in the
“NORFOLK NA7TER” are for the sole use of NA7C members and
their readership and must not be printed or reproduced in any other
way without the express written permission of the NA7C appointed
representatives.
The views expressed in the articles appearing in the
'NORFOLK NA7TER' are those of the contributors and not
necessarily those of the club, committee or editor.
It maybe necessary to condense or alter some of the articles
submitted for publication to suit the space available.
The Editor apologises in advance if this is unavoidable.
The NA7C is a member of the Austin Seven Clubs
Association, the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs and
the Association of Norfolk Car Clubs.

Looking forward to a better summer in
2016 – the cover of The Light Car and
Cyclecar, April 1930
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Editorial
The years roll by and as we enter our
second decade as a club, we would like
to wish all members a happy and prosperous 2016 and “Happy Austineering”.

Our anniversary year saw several successful events, but others that seemed
to be less popular.
Dave Rix, our Events Co-ordinator, is
concerned about participation in club
events and attracting new members. In
an article on page 2 he welcomes suggestions on how to increase both.
In the meantime, the “first draft” of the
2016 programme is on page 33. More
details soon, but don’t forget that the
latest up-to-date programme can be
found on the club’s web site at
www.na7c.co.uk

your chance to have your say and to influence how the club is run, so please
try to attend.

The age-related numbers and “historic
vehicle” saga rumbles on. DVLA have
yet to comment officially on the recent
event at Swansea, but we have attempted to draw together an update, which
appears on page 10, while on page 29
we reproduce FBHVC’s comments.

Club membership expires on 31 March
and renewal forms will be sent out towards the end of February. Prompt renewal will be appreciated by the
Membership Secretary.
Finally, the user name and password to
access the on-line NA7ter are on Page
1 of the printed version, posted to
members.

Our AGM will be held at the Jubilee
Hall on Tuesday 15 March. This is

Rick

The next edition of the NA7ter will be published in April 2016

Please let me have any contributions before 31 March
Contact details are on the inside front cover
www.na7c.co.uk
“Members Only” user name: ***
January 2016

Password: ***
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News
The Shape of Things To Come?
Our Events Co-ordinator, Dave Rix, has some thoughts on events in 2016
The committee in general and myself
in particular would welcome suggestions on how to increase participation
in the various events we organise during the summer season.
The way I see things is that events tend
to be much the same year in year out –
in other words they are getting boring!
The challenge, therefore, is to find out
what changes need to be made to add
more interest and spice to our days out.
Runs such as the Saints area visit
which Paul organises are popular, but
rely on local knowledge of an area.
This is where members could help.
There are without doubt many places

of interest that few outside an area are
unaware of – for instance the airfield
with the flying P51 Mustangs in my
“manor” which some of us visited on
Drive It Day 2015. Perhaps you can
suggest a trundle taking in back roads
and local attraction or places of interest
in your “neck of the woods”, with maybe a meal in a nearby hostelry or café.
In the past members have, on occasions, provided refreshments at their
homes but this is not obligatory! There
may even be members in the throes of
some restoration or other who would
welcome some timely advice and opinions from others and invite us all round
for a viewing? Or maybe not!

A well-attended rally – are
they a thing of the past?
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It would also be useful if members
could help in suggesting speakers for
the coming year. The talks need not always be car orientated as most presenters can make their subjects interesting
In the relatively large area covered by
the club – Norfolk and North Suffolk –
the major problem is the distance
which we can expect most members to
comfortably travel on a run. Getting to
an area, completing a run and returning
home can be quite a journey – it would
be interesting to know how much this
issue affects the decision to take part or
not in such an event. In the other club
to which I belong, for instance, runs of
150+ miles are not unusual but they
also have the question of poor take up

on events – at least we do get better attendances from our members than is
the case with them. The annual Drive It
Day destination is a good example of
the quandary we have of how to suit as
many members as possible. Is it feasible or desirable to divide the run into
two areas thereby reducing mileage to
try and attract more entries in total?
It does seem generally that numbers of
cars and stalls at events has declined in
recent years – maybe we're all getting
older and younger folk aren't coming
along? This leads me to wonder what
can be done to attract more members,
even if they don't own a Seven but are
interested in them.

Perhaps you have the answer?
Included in the membership renewal
forms, which will be sent out at the end
of February, will be a survey. Please
take time to complete it. Your answers
will be treated in total confidence, al-

though a collated summary of the findings will appear in the next Natter.
Remember – this is your club and your
committee want to run it to suit you.

Tenth Anniversary Commemorative Mug
It’s hard to believe, but there are still several
members who have not claimed their free
commemorative tenth anniversary mug.
If you are one of them and would like
yours – or wish to purchase additional
mugs – please contact the Membership
Secretary (se inside front cover) to arrange
collection
January 2016
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An Evening with Charlie Haylock
Tenth Anniversary Celebrations
As part of our Tenth Anniversary Celebrations, eighty-plus members enjoyed an evening with Suffolk
entertainer Charlie Haylock (right) as
he took what he called “An Eccentric
Look at East Anglia”.
Charlie’s show included comic monologues, family anecdotes and tales of
unlikely happenings in deepest Suffolk. It also touched on the origins of
East Anglian dialect words and why
foreigners often mistake people from
Suffolk for Australians! The show concluded with a sketch set in (or should
that be “on”?) a two-holer privy, followed by what Charlie described as a
“bawdy Suffolk folk song” relating the
misadventures of a poacher, a gamekeeper and a pile of hare’s entrails!
The evening was organised primarily
by our “Catering Manager” Paul
Maulden, assisted by other members of
the committee. Paul had sourced a terrific buffet and was assisted in the
kitchen by Nick and Jane Shore, as

4

well as the usual team of ladies. Their
work was recognised by a gift for each,
courtesy of David Charles.
Following Charlie’s performance
Chairman John Groom gave a short
speech thanking the members for their
support and the committee for their efforts over the past ten years. He concluded by looking forward to the next
ten years, and to celebrating the twentieth anniversary.
The evening ended with a well-supported raffle and the auction of a “mystery prize” kindly donated by Mavis
Jenkins.
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Tenth Anniversary Celebrations – The Costs
The Treasure, John Wyett, reports
At the 2015 Annual General Meeting it
was agreed to spend an unspecified
amount on the tenth anniversary celebrations. This sum to include the cost
of mugs and subsidising the barbecue
and social evening.
The cost of the social evening, including hire of the hall, caterers and entertainer was £862. Receipts, including

ticket sales, donations and raffle were
£549. The net cost to the club is £313,
so a good outcome financially, but
more importantly an excellent event to
celebrate the club anniversary.
Overall, the total cost of the tenth anniversary, including the mugs and sundry
barbecue expenses comes out to
around £670.
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What is this French motorist doing wrong?
Answer on page 20
January 2016
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News
Christmas Dinner
A convivial evening
A slightly depleted gathering of 50
members enjoyed a convivial evening
at the Wensum Valley Hotel, Taverham for the Club’s annual Christmas
Dinner, once again ably organised by
our Secretary, Paul Maulden. As usual,
the meal was excellent and efficiently
served by the attentive staff.
After the meal, Paul made a couple of
presentations: firstly to David Wall,
who generously provided members
with flights in his Tiger Moth on Drive
It Day; and secondly, to long-time
member George Crummet who, despite his trepidation, was the first to
take to the air!
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Our Chairman, John Groom, then
thanked both the membership and the
committee for their support during
2015, our tenth anniversary year. He
announced that after nearly seven
years as Chairman he would be standing down at the AGM and concluded
by thanking the organisers for again
putting on a great evening.
The evening concluded with the raffle,
Many thanks to those who donated so
generously. Thanks also to the members present who unstintingly bought
tickets and raised the sum of £149,
which will go towards club funds.
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Speakers’ Corner
2015 ends with two interesting talks
At our October meeting we were joined
by Mike Sharpe (left), from the Norfolk Wherry Trust.
Mike, who comes from a long line of
wherrymen (and women!), gave an informative talk on the history of the
wherry, interspersed with family reminiscences and stories of his own adventures learning to sail a wherry. Mike is
now archivist of the Norfolk Wherry
Trust and one of the skippers of the preserved wherry Albion.
Find out more about the Norfolk Wherry
Trust by visiting www.wherryalbion.com

In November we welcomed the Motoring Editor of the EDP, Andy Russell
(right).
Andy, who has been a journalist all his
working life, began by telling us about
his early days, meeting the old-time
motoring co-respondents, who rarely
ever drove a car - apparently they were
generally not sober enough! He went
on to describe his career with the EDP
and other local papers and how he ended up as the Motoring Editor. He also
recounted his adventures on the continent, attending Le Mans and other
events.
He told us of the cars he had driven –
he rarely uses his own car, which does
January 2016

less than 500 miles a year – and how he
had come back to motorcycling.
He ended by admitting that he had never driven a pre-war car – and was immediately offer several opportunities
to do so!
7

News
Prize Crossword
Following the run-away success of our last crossword, which achieved the grand
total of three entries, here is another one for your amusement.

The lucky winner gets a year’s free membership of NA7C
1
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ACROSS

1
7
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Artist on point duty? (9)
Alloy for the band (5)
Does Obama play cricket in this office? (4)
Time for an article (4)
What fishmongers do sounds egotistical (7)
European moose (3)
Their HQ is at Wisley (initials) (3)
Teach (7)
Change idea for helper (4)
Champion from the Romans (4)
Track down and copy (5)
Useful to have at a bottle party (9)

DOWN

2
3
4
5
6
9
11
16
17

Old English coin could be aristocratic (5)
Hold-ups we’d rather not be in (7, 4)
Foundation or starting point (5)
A sea-front concert? (9)
Memorial in Arizonza,(9)
Enquired (5)
Number? More like a crowd (5)
I leave Dieter to discourage him (5)
Belonging to them (5)
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After you have completed the crossword, re-arrange the letters in the grey shaded
squares to reveal an item which you will need to take part in an NA7C event later in
the year.

Send this answer by post or email to the Editor, Rick Fryer at
38 Neatherd Road, Dereham, Norfolk NR20 4AQ
or
rf.na7c@tiscali.co.uk
Closing date 31 January 2016. First correct answer drawn after that date
wins a year’s free membership to NA7C. The Editor’s decision is final!

New Members
Please join us in welcoming the following new members to the club:
Peter and Ursula Iddon live in Horning and own a 1934 Ruby.
We are pleased to welcome Henry Labouchere back to the club after a sixyear absence. Henry, who lives in Field
Dalling, near Holt, has a 1931 Tourer,
rebuilt by David Wall from a Box Saloon bought by his father in Fakenham
for £50 in 1955.

January 2016

John and Elaine Newton come from
Northall Green, near Dereham. John, a
long-time old-car enthusiast has a 1932
RN Saloon, a 1933 AJ tourer and a
1928 Chummy.
Chris Goodley, who owns a 1931 RL
Saloon, lives in Outwell, near Wisbech.
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News
Update of the DVLA Historic Vehicle
Event on 23 September 2015
Editors Note: I have compiled this from various sources and it reflects the
opinions of those sources. However, I believe them to be generally accurate.
Sections that I consider to be important are in bold italics.

Summary
The format for the event comprised an
introduction followed by three breakout sessions, with the attendees being
split up into three groups, circulating
between the sessions. The breakout
sessions were based loosely around a
presentation but all ended up in open
forum question and answer sessions.
The presentations aimed to answer as
many of the previously notified questions as possible.
There was an acceptance of the difference between a monocoque construction and vehicles with separate chassis
and there appeared to be a revised interpretation of accepting new bodies

on existing vehicles, either as like for
like or bodies of an appropriate style,
even if changing from a saloon to a
tourer for example.
On the other hand a vehicle build
from parts from different donor vehicles would require a Q plate if it had a
new body.
What was most encouraging was that
the DVLA are keen to work with the
clubs to understand the issues. Useful
contacts were made and follow up is
possible and will be necessary, but this
was a good start.

Breakout Session on Reconstructed Classics
This covers vehicles built up from
parts, which are faithful reproductions
with parts from more than one vehicle.
A change of engine would not be
deemed a reconstruction.
A Reconstructed Classic must be a true
reflection of the marque and constructed of components all of which are over
25 years old. New components made
10

to the original specification are not
old, but are dated as the date of manufacture.
Reconstructed Classics are given a
registration appropriate to the newest
component
For Reconstructed Classics the body
(even on cars with a separate chassis)
Norfolk NA7ter
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are deemed as a component, so a new
body would result in Reconstructed
Classic being given a Q plate, which
would require the vehicle to be subjected to an IVA. The DVLA have recognised this as being a particular issue
to pre-war cars with separate chassis
and body and have agreed to take it
away and look at it.
A Reconstructed Classic would be
given a new VIN number (any original chassis number must be erased)
and the log book would show it was
built from parts.
The DVLA did concede that it was difficult to draw the line between restoration and re-construction, but the
underlying rule was that re-construction was for parts from different vehicles.

Question and Answer Session
The DVLA are aiming to get consistency as soon as possible. They want
feedback from the clubs and will try to
give an indication when things will be
done.
If details are recorded incorrectly on a
V5 these should be sent to the DVLA
with an explanation as to why it should
be changed.
Q: What is the DVLA’s attitude to
Specials?
A: They could be a Reconstructed
Classic, but if it has new components
(including a new body) it must have a
Q plate.

Breakout Session on Dating Certificates
For vehicles without a logbook information should be obtained from the
manufacturer wherever possible. If it is
not possible the Agency will accept
Dating Certificates from individuals
who have specific knowledge or expertise.
Dating evidence is only required when:
• The vehicle has not previously
been registered in the UK, or

January 2016

•

The original registration number
is unknown

The DVLA ideally require the date to
be exact, i.e. Day, Month and Year,
and this must be definitive, not about,
maybe, etc. The lack of exact dates, i.e.
only a year, may be acceptable if it is
shown that the exact date is not available and there would be no change during the year. The DVLA will always
need to know the source of the date.
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Dating Certificates are not linked to
V765.
Dating Certificates only apply to a
complete vehicle, not for parts or a vehicle in restoration. There was considerable discussion about this as it was
argued that someone buying a rolling
chassis may want to be sure that a period registration would be granted,
which would be confirmed by having a

Dating Certificate. John Vale accepted
this was an issue that the Agency needed to look at. He also wanted to understand how long after that a complete
vehicle might be available for inspection, i.e. wanting to know how long a
Dating Certificate for an unassembled
vehicle should be valid before the vehicle was completed. A figure of 5 years
was suggested.

Breakout Session on V765 Scheme and Late Conversions
There were 2,376 applications under
the V765 Scheme in 2014 and this
number has been increasing over the
past few years. Over 10% of these applications were for Registrations Numbers for which an interest was
registered before 1987 (so they have
been restoration projects for 28 years!).
Vehicles must always be inspected by
the club unless they are pre-1987
‘record of interest’ vehicles, which the
DVLA will inspect. The club inspection does not have to be made by the
signatory of the club, but the signatory
must sign that the inspection has been
completed by a suitable person.
The club must be satisfied with evidence linking the vehicle to the registration number. They must refuse
applications outside their scope, e.g.
where there is a relevant one make
club.

12

The Agency stressed that if in doubt
the club should refuse the application
and that they had an obligation is such
circumstances to inform the DVLA.
Some common questions were covered:
Q: Purchased a vehicle without documentation other than an old Tax Disc
A: A Tax Disc is not sufficient evidence, there must be additional clear
evidence to link the vehicle to the registration number.
Q: Historic vehicles with a separate
chassis may have had a change of
body in the past that had not been notified
A: The Agency would require evidence of the date of the change.

Norfolk NA7ter
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Q: What about where vehicles with a
separate chassis have had a replacement body not like for like, e.g. a saloon body being replaced by a new
tourer body.
A: In general it should be a like for
like change, however if the replacement body was of a type (style) in
keeping for the manufacturer for the

year may be acceptable, however the
DVLA would need as much evidence
as possible and it would be on a case
by case basis.
Q: What value does the DVLA place
on clubs’ recommendations
A: A lot

Parliamentary Question
The Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Historic Vehicle Group, Sir Greg
Knight MP, has met the Transport
Minister to discuss concerns about
DVLA attitude to historic vehicles fitted with new parts.
Sir Greg asked for the meeting following complaints received by a number
of MPs around the country.
Following the meeting, Transport Minister Andrew Jones MP agreed to look
into the matter and report back to Sir
Greg.

He said: “Because a historic vehicle
has a number of replacements parts
should not mean that it ceases to be historic.”
“There is a distinction to be drawn between a brand new vehicle which is a
replica and a genuine historic vehicle
which has been with some new parts to
keep it on the road.”
Sir Greg hopes to have a report from
the Minister in December.

The following has recently appeared on the DVLA website

Get an age-related registration number
DVLA can only recognise your vehicle
as a reconstructed classic vehicle if it
meets certain criteria. It must be:
• built from genuine period components from more than one vehicle,
January 2016

all over 25 years old and of the
same specification as the original
vehicle
• a true reflection of the marque
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The appropriate vehicle owners’ club
for the vehicle type (‘marque’) must
inspect the vehicle and confirm in writing that it:

DVLA will assign an age-related registration number to the vehicle based on
the youngest component used.

New or replica parts
•

has been inspected

•

is a true reflection of the marque

•

is comprised of genuine period
components all over 25 years old

They must also give manufacture dates
for the major components.
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Your vehicle won’t get an age-related
registration number if it includes new
or replica parts. DVLA will give your
vehicle a ‘Q’ prefix registration
number. Your vehicle must pass the
relevant type approval test to get a ‘Q’
prefix registration number.
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Ruby’s Year.
Our Suffolk Correspondent writes
Hello all, it has been a long time since
my last article, so Uncle Rick asked me
to fill a page to let you know what I had
been up to. Well...
Last year my man was not up to much
and the miserable old git would not
take me out – or my lady either – so I
had to just sit in my room and talk to
Rosie. This year I went out a lot more
and had lots of fun with my friends and
close cousins.
I started off my year on 4 April with the
run to Ufford with the Bentley Boys;
there sure are some big cars there to
mix with. It was too cold for my lady to
come, so I motored off with Little Nell
in convoy and met old Cecil down
there, but we had a good day with hot
cross buns and pork roast; thank goodness there was no snow this year to
make it a cold run home.

Cecil, me and Little Nell
at Ufford
January 2016

26 April was Drive It Day, organised
by Little Nell. She did us well, taking
us round all the country lanes to The
Hardwick War Birds – boy do I love to
see them Mustangs. Then it was off to
Tibbenham airfield to see the gliders, a
much more sedate way of travel, David
Wall was there to greet us with his Tiger Moth, all warmed up ready to take
some of our drivers up for a spin round
the airfield. It was a long day for me so
I was glad of a slow trip home.
On 3 May I was off to Christchurch
Park in Ipswich for the Ipswich to Felixstowe run, where we met up with the
Suffolk and Essex boys and girls.
12 May was the Halesworth to Snape
run again, I think we did the same route
as last year but only Winnie went different to us. Last year half the convoy
went the wrong way.
The Saints Run, on 24 May is my day
and I am in charge. I get the route all
sorted, maps and instructions printed
ready to hand out when we all meet up
at the Tally Ho Tea Rooms and get refreshed ready for the off. I lead the convoy off through the deep, dark, shaded
narrow roads, proud because I know
15

Our Cars

I lead the convoy off
where we are going – or so I thought!
Not one but three roads closed in such
a small area has not been known since
WW2. Even the pigeons were lost! I
soon got it sorted and arrived at our
lunch stop on time.
As we arrived at the home of Mr and
Mrs Crompton, a big German Tiger
tank called out to me and said “Vot are
deeze lickle carz doingk int mine back
yard!”
I replied “You lost the war, you are in
my home village of Wissett and you are
in my back yard, mate.” That stuffed
him! After that we had a good look at
all the tanks, field guns, trucks and
army motor bikes, I gave my thanks to
Mr. Crompton, just as the heavens
opened. Unlike some I only had a two
mile run home.
16

Euston Show on 7 June was the usual
day with plenty to see and do, with our
same turn out of cars.
On 28June Little Nell had another run,
to Leiston steam works museum. All
my little friends met at my home so I
could lead the way and I felt important
again. We went through Blyford, Wenhaston, Blythburgh, Wesleton, Theberton and on to Leiston. We had a guide
to take us round all the buildings and
tell us all about the gear on show and
we had lunch in their lecture room as
the heavens opened up again.
A kind invitation from Mr & Mrs David Charles to spend the day with them
on 26 July turned out to be another
very wet but happy day, with plenty to
talk about. We were kindly shown the

Norfolk NA7ter
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way back to Reedham Ferry by Chris
for a trip across the Yare. Thanks to all.
Our Gala Show day at Norwich was
15/16 August. We had a nice show of
cars on Saturday, but Sunday was great
with a very big turn out. Two of our
members won a prize plus we won the
Best Stand in Show. Little Nell spent
the night in our gazebo – I wanted to
stay with her but had to go home, I was
real knackered after the run home on
Sunday. I was starting to feel ill.
My best day of the year is Gressenhall
Village at War Day, 31 August. It
rained all the way there, all day and all
the way home By this time I was really
feeling sick, but there is worst to come.
Not all my problems are mechanical,
some are mental too. There has been so
much change in my room of late, I am
not sure where I stand. First my little

friend left me and was replaced by a
new model, but she is ok to be with.
Then big smelly Herman was all
cleaned and polished to go to Scotland,
or so he thought, but he was sent back
to the garage where he came from and
dumped, only to be replaced by a new
model as well. She does not smell and
is better company too. However Herman had the last laugh, as he was
bought by an American with a castle in
Scotland and now he lives in Inverness
all the time.
This spring-time Rosie was all cleaned
and polished and sent off to the auction
house, never to be seen again. There is
still a large space in my room and nobody my age to talk to, where does this
leave me? And I am still feeling unwell.
Regards to you all,

Ruby

Goodbye, Rosie
January 2016
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Nutz?
John Wyett muses about nuts, bolts and threads
Searching for the correct-threaded bolt
the other day led me – a confirmed
bodger and non-engineer – to think
about the origins of the various thread
sizes we might find on our old cars.

bolt to achieve a fastening, so no
“righty-tighty, lefty-loosey” for them.

If you have an engineering background, best to stop reading now…
I thought that perhaps a good place to
start would be an on-line search for the
nouns “nuts” and “bolts”.
“Nut”: a small piece of metal with
a hole in it through which you put a
bolt.
“Bolt”: a screw-like metal object
(without a point), used with a nut to
fasten things together.
So not much help there then!
More investigation revealed lots of fascinating “thread related” threads
Screw threads were apparently invented by the Ancient Greeks as part of the
development of the wine press and I
guess we have all heard of Archimedes
and his contribution to screw threads.
The Romans apparently used unthreaded bolts as fastenings, relying on
a wedge hammered into a slot cut in the

18

Leonardo da Vinci’s notebooks contain early designs for screw thread cutting machines (above) and Johann
Gutenberg was instrumental in developing screw threads in his work on the
early printing presses.
The English firm of Hindley, based in
York, further developed screw thread
cutting technology in 1641. In 1760 J
and W Wyatt patented a factory process for the mass production of threaded
bolts. Prior to this, many threads were
either cut by hand or made by wrapping and soldering wire around a metal
rod of the desired size – obviously a
time consuming and expensive approach.
The problem with early manufacturers
was that each tended to use their own
thread patterns without any degree of
consistency, so there was a huge range
of different screw threads in use. This
would continue to be a problem into
Norfolk NA7ter
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the 20th century as anyone who has restored an early Douglas motorcycle
will confirm, Douglas insisted on using
a 25 TPI thread form for which taps
and dies are virtually unobtainable.
In 1841, Joseph Whitworth suggested
standardisation of threads to a 55 degree thread angle with the number of
threads defined for various bolt diameters. In the USA, William Sellers was
an advocate of standardisation using a
60 degree thread form. His work lead
to the eventual emergence of the
American Standard Coarse and Fine
threads. (leading to UNC and UNF
threads).

The lack of a common thread form internationally became a major issue in
World Wars One and Two, where
much equipment used by the UK and
USA armed forces, sourced from each
others country, needed repair. No
doubt much bodging was resorted to in
the field to overcome these difficulties.
In 1948, the UK and the USA agreed
on a unified thread pattern as a standard for all countries using imperial
units of measure. A similar standardised approach for metric threads was
developed in Germany and became the
DIN (Deutsches Institut fur Normung)
metric thread.
These attempts for standardisation
eventually lead to the ISO metric
threads widely used today.
It was interesting to discover the huge
range of UK thread forms:
• BSW (British Standard Whitworth)
and their imperial sized derivatives
BSF (British Standard Fine), BSC
(British Standard Coarse) and CEI
(Cycle Thread) all being in wide
use by Car, Motorcycle and Bicycle manufacturers from pre-war up
to around 1950.
• BSP (“gas threads”) in wide use for
pipe fitting applications.

Joseph Whitworth
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• BA (British Association) for electronic applications and finer work.
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• British Standard Buttress Thread
apparently in common use where
there is a high turning thrust in one
direction such as in artillery and oil
exploration machinery.
• British Standard Brass thread
designed specifically for use with
that metal.
• Royal Microscopical Society
threads, for fine applications in scientific equipment.
• Glass threads for packaging applications.

• 1950-1970, Usually UNF or UNC,
developed from USA unified screw
threads.
• 1970 onwards, mostly metric –
although metric fine threads were
widely used pre World War Two by
some manufacturers and apparently
Zenith carburettors use metric
threads.
For those, looking to find the thread
sizes used in the various parts of Austin
Sevens, a good source would be the
Cornwall Austin Seven Club’s excellent technical pages on their website
www.austin7.org

• And many others…
In car applications the commonest
thread application timeline likely to be
encountered would be:
• Pre 1930, BSW.
• 1930-1950, Usually BSF or BSW

So, if like me (remember my bodging
credentials) you have been tempted to
carry on when screwing a nut onto a
bolt only to find that after a couple of
turns that things have unexpectedly
tightened up, STOP, get your thread
gauge out and think again! The world
of screw threads is complex and full of
traps for the unwary!

For the benefit of bodgers everywhere, we illustrate some
recently-devised bolts on the inside back cover

Puzzle Picture (see page 5)
The French motorist has clearly neglected to put out the required red warning
triangles, thus becoming liable to an on-the-spot fine of up to €165
Thanks to Martin Jones for the photo
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A Journey to Nowhere
Dave Rix goes off the rails
It seemed a good idea at the time, to
take the railway trip from Dereham to
Wymondham on a damp Sunday
morning near the end of October, otherwise what else was there to do?
The Mid Norfolk Railway were holding a “classic transport day” and we
had met up at Dereham station with
Dave and Karen Witton, who travelled
up from Suffolk in their red 7, Millicent. Mrs R had bought us along in the
Elan, as she wished to try out the new
tyres which had recently been fitted.
Free rail tickets were given to those in
older cars, so after station café refresh-

ment we embarked on what was
planned to be a really uneventful trip.
As the weather had by now cleared out
somewhat I elected to leave my warm
jacket behind and the others weren't
much better equipped either.
It is a pleasant 45 minute run to Wymondham, taken at a steady jog and
stopping at Thuxton and Yaxham on
the way. We shared the carriage with a
rather portly man and his friend. Mr
Portly told us much about the railway
and the lovely walks to be taken in the
Abbey area during the summer, but
when Karen asked about winter walks,
he was less forthcoming.

A train leaves Dereham

January 2016
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Wymondham Abbey – a view Dave never saw!

The train pulled into Wymondham Abbey platform and halted briefly and we
stayed on board thinking we still had
another stop ahead. This was true, but
not quite what we expected as the train
moved slowly on and eventually
clunked to a halt about a hundred yards
along the track and went very quiet.
Still expecting to move on we weren't
too bothered but after10mins or so began to be so.
Enquiring of Mr Portly and his mate as
to how far was the walk into Wymondham, we met with the response that
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they had never taken it and had no idea.
Somehow we weren't surprised at this.
Looking out of a window showed the
engine disappearing in the distance and
silence descended, broken only by the
rain which was now persisting down.
As it was at least a three foot drop onto
the track we decided to stay put for the
time being and catch up with the gossip. A short while later the sound of an
approaching engine gave us a glimmer
of hope, which was soon extinguished,
as it went past on the adjacent line
heading towards Dereham. Again it
went very quiet.
Norfolk NA7ter
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After about 45 mins of contemplation
as to when hypothermia was likely to
occur, there was a thump and a couple
of jolts and we were transported backwards to where we had begun our travels a couple of hours previously.
It was agreed this must have been the
most pointless journey we had ever
made, although, and I don't know why,
we quite enjoyed it!

We also enjoyed the five quid chicken
and ham pie with chips from the super
market opposite Dereham station, that
sounds like a make of car but which
will remain nameless.
There were about twenty cars on display and two pre-war models - David's
Seven and a flat-nosed Morrisons
Cowley, so we left early to enjoy the
difference a new set of boots had made
to the Elan.

Border Raid 2015
Dave Witton heads North
Karen and I decided to have one last
fling in an Austin before winter set in
so headed off to Yorkshire for the Border Raid.
This event is organised by Malcolm
Parker of the PWA7C who also organises the Pennine Run which we have
enjoyed in the past. Whereas the Pennine Run is over two days, the Border
Raid takes place on a Sunday, although
the destination is the same - Kelso in
the Scottish Borders.
Normally we would drive the Austin
all the way but this increases the days/
January 2016

overnights required which we were not
able to do because of Karen's work
commitments. Up the workers!
So it was that we loaded Mabel, our
trusty RN saloon on to the trailer on
Saturday to overnight at the Sportsmans Arms in Pateley Bridge. We
stayed at this hotel when we went on
the Yorkshire Experience so knew that
we could leave the modern and trailer
there without problems.
Sunday morning dawned clear but
misty on the moors and with Mabel raring to go and virtually nobody on the
23
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road we had a great drive through Lofthouse and thence over the moors dodging a few witless sheep to the start
point in Masham.
When we arrived in the market square,
there was a hubbub of activity and we
recognised a few familiar faces including Paddy and Ande Malone in their
Austin 10 and Bruce Robinson in his
Chummy from Lincoln. The 20 or so
entrants comprised an eclectic mix
from Nick Turley's enormous but immaculate Austin 20 open tourer in
which he had wafted majestically up

from Halifax, to an Austin 1 ½ ton
truck complete with bags of gravel in
the back!
After the usual amount of gossiping
with folk we hadn't seen for ages, we
were duly waved off with a flourish by
the Town Crier. Directions were easy
to follow using the 'tulip' diagram in
the route book and at Reeth, we paused
for some light refreshment. This pretty
village with a distinctive central village green looks remarkably like the
location for the opening credits of the
Heartbeat TV series.

...waved off
with a flourish
by the Town
Crier
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A wind-swept Karen at The Tan Hill Inn– the highest pub in England
From Reeth, the route took us a further
20 miles to the Tan Hill Inn. This isolated spot is supposed to be the highest
pub in England at 1732ft above sea level and is famous for being the location
for Ted Moults Everest double glazing
advert and demonstration with the
feather! ….'You only fit it once, so fit
the best!
After further refreshment, we carried
on to Brough, Middleton in Teesdale,
and then along the B6277 to Alston.
This is one of the best bits of the run
where the road can be seen for miles
January 2016

and miles ahead with stunning views of
the Pennines all around. At Alston,
supposedly the highest town in England we had time for a breather and
lunch in the station café at the South
Tynedale Railway.
Pleasant though lunch was, it was no
time to hang about as we still had nearly 100 miles to go! So off we set to
Brampton, Roadhead and then through
the Kershope Forest and across the
Scottish border to Newcastleton. From
here, the driving became easier and
from Bonchester Bridge, we routed on
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the B6357 to Jedburgh and then the
A698 to Kelso.
Total mileage covered to Kelso was
165, and we were blessed with fine
weather all the way. We managed to
find our B&B just north of Kelso
which was a large Victorian house
perched on a hill with a long drive to
the entrance. It looked rather like the
big old house next to Bates Motel in
the Hitchcock film as it was in complete darkness as we approached in the
gloom with Karen looking a tad nervous!
The huge front door creaked open and
out popped a Yorkshire terrier, followed by the lady of the house. The
house was beautiful and we were the
only guests and were made very welcome.
Monday morning greeted us with
steady rain and after putting it off no
more, we bailed some water out of Mabel and set off back to Pateley Bridge.
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Mabel can hold her own on the flat so
we opted to follow the A68 all the way.
This is a good road but single carriageway and potentially hazardous with
many long climbs in to the mist, descents and hidden dips. It was an opportunity to floor Mabel downhill to
60mph in order to get up the other side
without having to change down if at all
possible.
We joined the A1M at Scotch Corner
but only as far as junction 51 so we
could follow the A road to Ripon then
Pateley Bridge.
Mabel behaved herself faultlessly covering a total of just over 300 miles at
about 35 to the gallon. The old girl is
still doing well considering the block
was once cracked across the centre
stud between cylinders 2 and 3 until I
had it stitch repaired about 7 years ago.
Everyone told me it would never last
and that I was wasting my money but
Mabel is still going like a train.
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For Sale
David Wall has for sale the interesting
“project” shown below.

There is no documentation with the vehicle and he is looking for £1,500.

It's on a 1931 short chassis and David
describes it as “ideal for an Ulsteroid”.

Contact David on 01692 536479 or
pennygate@lineone.net

January 2016
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FBHVC News
The NA7C is a member of The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. They
publish a bi-monthly magazine that highlights legislation and other topics which may
affect our hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If any member would like
to read the magazine in full, please contact the Editor, or visit the FBHVC website
at: www.fbhvc.co.uk

DVLA
Ian Edmunds
The major event on the DVLA front
since our last edition has, of course,
been the meeting with club representatives held in Swansea on 23 September. This was the first opportunity that
clubs have had to meet DVLA staff
face-to-face since a meeting held at
Theale in Berkshire in 2011 and a great
many clubs expressed interest in attending; in fact DVLA received 260
applications. Unfortunately the building available to DVLA could only
comfortably hold 80 delegates so many
would-be attendees were disappointed.
Correspondence received by the Federation shows some resentment on the
part of clubs whose applications were
not successful. Given that the event
was seriously oversubscribed DVLA
obviously had to make a selection and
this was done with the objective of
covering the widest possible range of
vehicle interests and, from my perusal
of the list of invited clubs, I feel that
was achieved. On the other side of the
January 2016

coin, seven clubs who were invited did
not attend on the day.
Due to the timing of this Newsletter
you may well have read reports of this
meeting elsewhere, not least on our
website
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/
about-us/news/_article/82/dvla-historic-vehicle-event/. All that I have read,
supported by verbal reports and my
own impression on the day, are very
positive. We know that DVLA staff
also felt that it had been a valuable exercise. As a result it is highly probable
that a second event will be held next
spring to accommodate those whose
applications were not successful this
time. More details as soon as we have
them.
As FBHVC has frequent correspondence with a designated contact at
DVLA and regular face-to-face meetings we adopted a policy for this meeting of just listening and leaving the
questioning to the attending club representatives.
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The following is adapted from the
news item on the Federation website
which was written by Geoff Lancaster
and is a composite of notes taken in the
meeting by Rosy Pugh, Bob Owen and
myself.
The DVLA Vehicle Registration Policy team leader, John Vale, opened the
meeting with a general introduction.
He stressed that many of the issues currently being experienced had arisen
following the closure of regional offices and the centralisation of services at
Swansea. He explained that this had
not led to any change in policy but that
increased consistency in the application and interpretation of the existing
rules may have led to a perception of
change in some cases. In relation to the
recent cases of letters being sent to
owners requesting verification of their
entitlement to age related registrations,
Mr Vale emphasised that these requests would only be made where
DVLA had good reason to doubt the
veracity of information provided.
Julie Riseley of DVLA's Vehicle Service Design explained that the Agency
had redesigned their entire internal
process on the registration of historic
vehicles and that what they would be
explaining were the redesigned processes now being applied.
With regard to the conduct of the day,
Mr Vale said that they had examined
the questions provided by the invited
30

clubs prior to the meeting and had accordingly split the audience into three
break out groups to discuss three of the
top issues. Group 1 considered the
V765 process and late conversions,
Group 2 considered reconstructed classics and Group 3 considered dating
certificates.
In all these areas, due to their complexity, there is considerable scope for interpretation and these sessions gave the
clubs a unique opportunity to gain clarifications on detailed interpretations
going forward. We will not go into a
listing of these here other than to say
that this opportunity was welcomed by
the clubs and served to offer a degree
of reassurance after the many issues
that had arisen following the closures
of the regional offices.
Notwithstanding this, FBHVC is very
aware that despite the number of issues
clarified there remain a great many
outstanding and indeed only time will
tell how well this works in practice.
The Federation will continue to monitor the situation, represent the interests
of its members and make such representations at regular face to face meetings with DVLA. DVLA made it clear
at this meeting that it was impossible to
provide specialists on its enquiry line
and that historic vehicle owners would
only have recourse to their general enquiries line. Appeal to FBHVC therefore remains the most effective way of
having your case taken up by specialNorfolk NA7ter
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ists directly with senior officials within
DVLA.
We need to emphasise that in the view
of the Federation some of these issues,
which may affect a fairly small number
of vehicles, are nevertheless fundamental, and that in our view, while
DVLA may have explained their position on them, they did not establish
their justification. We are continuing to
work on these issues.
We therefore urge all clubs and affiliates to advise us of any issues that arise
in their dealings with DVLA.
At the recent FBHVC AGM Conference there was a strong suggestion that
clubs could and should work together
in the sourcing and manufacture of otherwise no longer available spares. I
very much agree but it is outside my remit here, however I would like to touch
upon another aspect of clubs working
together, or at least refraining from undermining each other. I do understand
that there is competition between
clubs, sometimes it is friendly competition in organised events, sometimes it
is competition to attract members and
their money and sometimes a club is
formed as a breakaway group because
of some dispute. However it should be
remembered that some of the problems
we face are shared by most, if not all,
and that in these cases co-operation between clubs can only be beneficial.
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Against that background I am very
concerned to hear of clubs actively lobbying against the use of Glass's Check
Books to provide vehicle dating evidence for DVLA. These books were
compiled by Glass's from data supplied
by the manufacturers or official importers and in almost all cases are a totally valid source of information. Your
club may have better data for the vehicles they cater for and may choose not
to use the Check Books, that is entirely
their privilege but please do not attempt to poison the well for others who
may not be so lucky.
In similar vein we would suggest that
clubs who are campaigning to discourage the conversion of saloon cars into
more valuable sports versions refrain
from involving DVLA in the process
as any rulings made by them will affect
all registrations. There can be many totally legitimate reasons why an original body style is not retained and
Government Agencies should not be
encouraged to restrict that choice.
We have received a number of questions and reports that suggested it was
not always obvious when a change of
tax class to Historic could be carried
out by the Post Office and when it had
to be processed by DVLA themselves.
In some cases this confusion appeared
to extend to the Post Offices as well. I
am indebted to DVLA for this very
concise response:
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'If the pre-75 date is held on the vehicle
record the change of tax class can be
carried out by the Post Office and the
INF 34 is now being revised to reflect
this. A change of tax class can only be
carried out when a licensing application is made, not when a SORN declaration is made. However the Post
Office can re-license a vehicle in the
Historic tax class if it has previously
been under a SORN. Where a vehicle
has to be transferred from the obsolete
tax class 'Exempt' the Post Office system will allow the change to be processed. All applications from other
obsolete classes would have to be sent
to the DVLA.'
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Following an enquiry from a member
we have also recently learned from
DVLA that when a vehicle was first
registered by means of a V55/1 the date
of manufacture shown on the record
cannot be amended, even if the vehicle
had been held in stock for some time
prior to registration. The reason for this
is that the V55/1 form is a secure document only available to manufacturers
and official importers and acts as a declaration that the vehicle is new and unused at the point of registration. The
V5C for such a vehicle will contain the
statement 'Declared new at first registration'.

Norfolk NA7ter

What’s On
The Events Calendar for 2016 is on page 35. At this time, of course, some details are
a little sketchy and there will be changes and many more events to be added during
the year. The latest version is available on the website at
www.na7c.co.uk
The Club’s Events Coordinator is Dave Rix, who can be contacted on
01508 493419 or rixna7c@waitrose.com.

Here are some of the events over the next few months:
Tuesday 19 January – NA7C Meeting Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham – 7:30 pm.
Tuesday 16 February – NA7C Meeting Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham – Guest
Speaker - Garry Smith – Powerboat Racing at Oulton Broad – 7:30 pm.
Tuesday 15 March – NA7C Annual General Meeting – All members are invited
to attend. Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham – 7:30 for 8.0 pm.
Saturday 2 April – Ufford Vintage Cars – Just turn up at The White Lion Inn,
Ufford, Suffolk.
Saturday/Sunday 9/10 April – Eastern Counties Vintage Tractor Show – Royal
Norfolk Showground
Sunday 10 April – Halesworth to Snape Run.
Tuesday 19 April – NA7C Meeting – Rubber Band Racing Night. Jubilee Hall, East
Tuddenham – 7:30 pm. See next page for details.
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Rubber Band Race Night Rules
1. Each car must be no bigger than 10.5 inches long, 4.5 inches wide and
5 inches high (266mm x 114mm x 177mm). THE CARS MUST BE
ABLE TO FIT IN THE SCRUTINEERS “GARAGE”.
2. All cars must be fitted with a body - saloon, sports, van, open tourer or
special. Rolling chassis are not permitted.
3. All cars shall be powered by ONE Number 34 rubber band. A regulation
band will be supplied and fitted on the night by the scrutineer.
4. The rubber band shall be complete and intact. No cut bands or catapult
starts are allowed.
5. Cars may be made from wood, card, plastic, adhesive tape and glue. No
metal parts are allowed EXCEPT FOR THE ROAD WHEELS. Any
gears and axles must be non-metallic.
6. The car that travels the greatest distance in a straight line shall be the winner. There will also be a “Concours” prize for the car judged the bestlooking model on the night.

The scrutineer’s decision is final

Entry Fee £1 per car
Great Prizes at Stake
Side Bets, Winner Takes All, Will Be Allowed

All enquiries to the Race Marshal

Paul Maulden
01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com
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NA7C Events Calendar 2016
Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event

Bold type = NA7C Supported Event

Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C
Grey shaded – a new or amended event
Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event
Date

Event

Venue

Contact

Dave Rix 01508 493419
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm rixna7c@waitrose.com

Jan

19

Tue

NA7C Meeting

Feb

16

Tue

NA7C Meeting Guest Speaker - Garry
Jubilee Hall,
Smith – Powerboat Racing at Oulton Broad East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dave Rix

Mar 15 Tue

NA7C Annual General Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Apr 2

Ufford Vintage Cars

The White Lion Inn,
Ufford, Suffolk just turn up!

Dave Rix

9 Sat Eastern Counties Vintage Tractor Show
10 Sun

Royal Norfolk
Showground

Dave Rix

10 Sun Halesworth to Snape Run

Halesworth Main Car Park Paul Maulden 01986 872537
paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com
- 10.00am

19

Tue

NA7C Meeting - Rubber Band Racing

Paul Maulden 01986 872537
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com

24

Sun

Drive It Day

Sat

TBD

Dave Rix

Sun Stradsett Park Vintage Rally
Mon

Stradsett Park,
Downham Market

Dave Rix

1

Sun Bungay Lions Classic Vehicle Rally and
Country Fayre

Earsham Hall, Bungay

Dave Rix
www.bungaylions.org.uk

2

Mon Heritage Run
Broadland MG Owners Club

Venue to be announced

Dave Rix
www.broadlandmgoc.co.uk

8

Sun Daffodil Craft & Country Fair

Langley School, Loddon

TBA

May 1
2

15 Sun Classic Car & Bike Rally
17

Jun

M Curtis 01508 550293
07753182065

Tue

NA7C Meeting

July Webb 01366 72876
www.nvtec-ea.org.uk/rally/

Skeyton Goat

01692 538600
Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

21 Sat Strumpshaw Steam Rally
22 Sun
23 Mon

Strumpshaw, nr Norwich

30

Mettingham Old Victorian Paul Maulden 01986 872537
paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com
Tea Rooms (NR35 1TL)
10.00-10.30

Sun

A Saunter Through the Saints

07879 317276

12 Sun Euston Rural Pastimes

Euston Park, nr Thetford

07880 797891
sue.lord.cc@btinternet.com

12 Sun Norwich Classic Vehicle Club

Strumpshaw,
nr Norwich

Free Entry for Classic
Cars - just turn up 9:009:30am
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Date
Jun

Event

Venue

Contact

18 Sat Swanton Morley Tractor & Bygones
19 Sun Rally

Village Hall, Swanton
Morley

TBD

18 Sat Vintage Rally & Country Fair
19 Sun

Goodrich Park, Palgrave,
Suffolk IP22 1BA

Dave Rix
www.throughtheages.co.uk

21

Tue

NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

26

Sun

Possible Club Run

TBA

26 Sun Yaxham Vintage Day

Village Hall, Yaxham

Dave Rix
P Rutherford
01362 668699

Jul

2
3

Sat Wings & Wheels
Sun

Heveningham Hall

2
3

Sat Vintage Transport Festival
Sun

North Norfolk Railway
King’s Lynn & District M C

01728 832363
www.countryfair.co.uk

3

Sun 39th Annual Classic Car Rally

10

Sun

17

Sun

Nothing booked yet – available for club runs etc
Please contact Dave Rix (01508 493419 rixna7c@waitrose.com) if you have any suggestions

19

Tue

NA7C Meeting

24

Sun

Nothing booked yet – see above

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

30 Sat Old Buckenham Air Show
31 Sun

Old Buckenham Airfield

31 Sun Beighton House Garden Party
TO BE CONFIRMED

Beighton House, North Burlingham (12 onwards) - Bring
your own picnic and wine

Aug 7
13
14

www.oldbuckenhamairshow.co.uk
www.oldbuckenhamairshow.co.uk/
classic-car.html

Sun RAFA Day - Norfolk & Suffolk
Aviation Museum

Flixton

Sat
Sun

Royal Norfolk
Showground

NA7C Rally at Norwich Motor Show

Dave Rix

David Charles
07940 917 588
mail@a7special.co.uk

Dave Rix
www.aviationmuseum.net

Dave Rix
www.norwichmotorshow.co.uk/
downloads.php

16 Tue NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

21 Sun Weston Country Fayre
TO BE CONFIRMED

Devonshire Farm, Ringsfield Road, Nr Beccles

28 Sun Village at War
29 Mon

Gressenhall Farm &
Workhouse, Dereham

Sep

20

Tues NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Oct

18

Tues NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Nov 15 Tues NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dec

TBD

13

Tues NA7C Christmas Dinner

01362 869259
more info to follow

Visit our website at www.na7c.co.uk for the latest information
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And Finally...
Following on from John Wyett’s piece on nuts, bolts and threads
on page 18, here are some recently-devised bolts that
would make all our lives easier...

For misaligned holes

For holes not drilled
square

Binocular bolt for
double-drilled
holes

For holes too near the
edge

For holes countersunk
on the wrong side

For redrilled holes
that still don’t
match

For holes countersunk
too deep

Ribbed head for use
with Mole grips

Club Sales
The following items are available from Paul Mauldon
(01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com) or at Club meetings

90th Anniversary Tea Towel
Posters – £5
Only a few left!
£4
Will not be reprinted

Binder for “Grey Mags”
or “Natter”
holds 12 copies – £5
Stainless Steel
Radiator Badges – £9.95
Also available
Vinyl Windscreen badges
One large and one small badge – £1.50 per set

