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“There’s some corner of a
foreign field...”
Dave Rix’s Chummy, Paul Maulden’s
Ruby and the Editor’s Special at
Ufford (see page 10)
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News
Editorial
It’s hard not to talk about the weather,
isn’t it? We have had so many instances of rainy runs and soggy shows this
“summer” that we wonder if global
warming really is happening – or
should we be more concerned about
global watering?

licence – the part that lists some vehicle categories you are entitled to drive
and any endorsement/penalty points.

We mentioned in our last issue that the
DVLA appeared to be tightening the
rules on age-related registration numbers.

The dust has finally settled on the annual renewal marathon and we can report that all but five people have
renewed their membership. Even better news is that since 1 April, five new
members have joined the club – or, in
one instance, rejoined – maintaining
the status quo.

The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs has taken this problem up
with Swansea. However, they were
very restricted in what they were permitted to discuss in the period leading
up to a General Election, in common
with all of the Civil Service. To see
what progress has been made, go to
page 29.

Car hire companies often ask for these
details and page 7 has some advice on
what to do if you need to provide them.

We now have a membership of 84, plus
68 joint members, and updated Contact
and Breakdown Lists have been sent
out. If by any chance you have not received yours, please let the Membership Secretary know – contact details
opposite

The DVLA in their wisdom have also
abolished the paper part of the driving

Rick

The next edition of the NA7ter will be published in October 2015

Please let me have any contributions before 30 September
Contact details are on the inside front cover
www.na7c.co.uk
“Members Only” user name: *****
July 2015
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News
Rubber Band Racing
A record entry, but no new records!
The eagerly-anticipated third running
of the “Tuddenham TT” took place at
the April club night. A capacity crowd
of over 40 competitors and spectators
were there to see a record field of 11
cars compete for the two trophies –
best car and furthest distance run.
There were entries from Paul Maulden,
Barney Barnard, Tricia and Dave Rix,
Rick Fryer, John Wyett (with substi-

tute driver John Hazel), John Lain and
the current record-holder, Charles Levien.
Jean Barnard, keeping the “book” reported heavy betting on Charles to take
the trophy for a second year, but it was
not to be.
Following a careful inspection by the
scrutineer, Kevin Canham, each contestant was issued with a No. 34 rubber
band and let loose on the track for two
attempts. However, performances
were disappointing, no one came near
the record distance of 38 feet 10 inches
and in one case the wheels really did
come off!
The eventual winner was Dave Rix,’s
Racer, with a distance of 26 feet 8 inches.The Rixes made the evening a family affair when Tricia’s entry, the
Wendy Wagon, was chosen by Jim
Hunt as the best car of the night. Congratulations to them both.

In one case the wheels really did
come off!
2
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The Winners

Tricia’s
Wendy Wagon
Dave’s
Racer

The story behind the Wendy Wagon – Tricia Rix explains...
My dear friend Wendy, suffering from cancer, heard about our Rubber Band Racing and
suggested that we enter a Mini pickup truck. She said “I bet nobody will think of a pick-up!”
Wendy was a bit of a petrol head and has an early classic mini. Dave decided it would be
modelled on the Chummy, be a pick up and painted the same colour as Wendy's mini – hence the
Wendy Wagon.,WENDY 1
I last saw her to speak to on Thursday. Sadly she was unable to see the completed vehicle, but
her husband, Michael, was thrilled to bits with it and said he hoped we would win with it! I told
him it wouldn't be on the performance regarding distance, but perhaps the looks might help!
Sadly, Wendy passed away on the morning following Rubber Band Racing. WENDY 1 has now
taken pride of place on my display cabinet, unless in a week or so Michael decides he would like
it in her memory. Wendy loved old vehicles and Michael’s collection of vintage motor bikes....I
will miss her so much.
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News
Rubber Band Cars
Another rubber band car night
Has vanished from our thoughts.
It was the usual friendly fight
And it was bravely fought.

Some hardly made it off the grid
Some in the wrong direction went
Some for freedom made a bid
Some ended broken and bent

There were a few disasters,
But that’s how racing goes.
No chance to get complacent,
It keeps folks on their toes

Then from the melee one stood out
Going great guns across the floor
The winner now without a doubt
And no one could deserve it more

Eleven cars lined up to race
The bets were placed, excitement grew
Around the room the comments flew
The scrutineer with face so grave
Made sure the size was right
And also that no scurvy knave
Had sneaked some metal in that night

Dave took the trophy without any trouble
And Tricia won best looking car of the
night
A very impressive family double
Next year all will return once again to
the fight.

The usual rules applied…two tries
The best of them would stand
Now we will see who lives or dies
And all were given rubber bands

4

Jean Barnard
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News
Seven Workshop moves to larger premises
Following a successful first year in
business, club member and proprietor
of The Seven Workshop, Jamie Rogerson, has moved into larger premises.
The new building, Unit 1A Cornish
Way, is a short distance from the old
one, but in a more prominent position

July 2015

on the corner of the “main road” in the
industrial estate and provides a huge
increase in storage area.
Jaime’s phone number and email remain the same and he looks forward to
meeting old and new customers.
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News

John Smith,
2014 winner
of the Thorne
Trophy, is
presented
with it by
Henry
Thorne (left)

New Members
Please join us in welcoming the following new (and returning) members
to the club:
Ned Hamond lives in Morston, in
North Norfolk and owns a 1931 Box
Saloon.

thusiast and has two “Tens”, one of
which – a 1934 Litchfield – he has
owned since 1966.

David Sturman and Sheryl Warner
come from Long Stratton and have a
1936 Ruby.

We are also pleased to welcome back
James Brierley after a year’s absence.
James now lives at Brisley, near Dereham and still owns “Bluebell”, a 1930
AF tourer.

Roy and Elena Reed live in Bawdeswell. Roy is a long-time Austin en6
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A Message From Chris Charles
Austin Seven Clubs’ Association Webmaster
You may have already noticed the
Austin Seven Clubs’ Association website has recently been overhauled. The
new website (www.a7ca.org) has been
built for both desktop and mobile devices. It contains the same content as
the old website including the Online
Surviving Chassis Register search facility, and also hosts an interactive map
showing the regular monthly meetings
held by our Member Clubs.
An Online Shop (www.a7ca.org/shop)
has been added where you can now
purchase the Wonderful Warwick film
produced by the Online Austin Seven
Club. This is available via an online
download for £3. Hard copies are

available for £5 including UK postage.
Secure payment is via PayPal using
Credit/Debit card or PayPal account.
See page 34 for details.
New features and content will continued to be added in the future. Keep
your eyes peeled on our News page for
the latest developments, or via our Social Media accounts.
Facebook
theA7CA

-

www.facebook.com/

Twitter - @theA7CA
Instagram - @theA7CA

Driving Licences and Car Hire
DVLA advice on what to do following the abolition of paper licences
From 8 June 2015, the paper counterpart to the photocard driving licence
isn’t valid and is no longer issued by
DVLA. The counterpart was introduced to display driving licence details
that could not be included on the photocard. These details include some vehicle categories you are entitled to
drive and any endorsement/penalty
points.

terpart, but you still need to keep your
current photocard driving licence.

If you already hold a paper counterpart
it no longer has any legal status and
You should destroy your paper coun-

From 8 June 2015 new penalty points
(endorsements) are only recorded electronically, and won’t be printed or

July 2015

Paper driving licences issued before
the photocard was introduced in 1998
will remain valid and should not be destroyed. If you need to update your
name, address or renew your licence,
you will be issued with a photocard only.
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News

For photocard licences, the court will
retain the paper counterpart and only
return the photocard to you.

what they need to see. If you’re asked
for evidence of what vehicles you can
drive or confirmation of any penalty
points, you can go online to
www.gov.uk and request a unique
code which allows you to share your
driving licence details or you can
download a summary of your driving
licence record. The code lasts for up to
72 hours and will allow the hire companies to make any necessary checks.

For paper licences, the court will return
it to you but they won’t have written or
printed the offence details on it.

If you do not have access to a computer
then you can call 0300 083 0013 and
DVLA will provide you with a code.

This means that from 8 June 2015 neither the photocard driving licence nor
the paper licence provides an accurate
account of any driving endorsements
you may have. Instead, this information is held on DVLA’s driver
record, and can be viewed online, by
phone or post.

Alternatively, you can call DVLA on
0300 790 6801 and leave permission
for your driving record to be checked
verbally by a nominated hire company.
This also applies if you have a paper licence that was issued before 1998.

written on either photocard licences or
paper driving licences. From this date,
if you commit an offence you’ll still
have to pay any applicable fine and
submit your licence to the court but the
way the court deals with the paperwork
has changed.

If you need to hire a vehicle, you
should check with the hire company

Not all vehicle hire companies will ask
for this information and DVLA advise
that you check with your hire company.

For Sale
Member Ian Howard has decided to sell
his 1933 RP Box Saloon (16-3-1933)
Blue/Black, engine number M171302.
Ian describes it as a nice, highly maintained car, 4-speed gearbox, sunroof etc.
garaged. Price £7500.00. The car is located near Dereham.
Contact Ian on 01362 860218 or e-mail
ian.howard@woad-inc.co.uk
8
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Our Cars
Austin On Location
A Follow-Up
You may remember, in our last issue,
that Phil Sharpe described his participation in a TV drama about the 1945
General Election.

The programme – Churchill: When
Britain Said No – was transmitted on
BBC2 on Monday, 25 May. Here are a
couple of stills from the show.

Proudly displaying her NA7C
badge, “Mrs Atlee” drives her
husband on the campaign trail.
Inset
Phil Sharpe, in Air Chief Marshal
guise, enjoys a quiet smoke in
Churchill’s War Room.

July 2015
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Runs & Rallies

Ufford – 4 April
Dave Rix reports on the opening event of the season
It was decided the annual pilgrimage to
Ufford would be taken in the Chummy
this year, as it would be its first visit to
this vintage car meeting
Phil and Tricia Jepson with their classic Mini joined us, the two girls travelling in the warmth and comfort of the
Mini while Phil and myself braved the
harsh elements in Little Nell.
The day had started with drizzle in the
air although when we started off it had
cleared away leaving a cold and dull
day. On our arrival an hour and a half
later we were greeted by the welcome
aroma of bacon sarnies in the air and as
10

we drew up on the meadow were met
by a couple in swaddling clothes who
turned out to be Rick and Cherry who
had travelled in Cecil, the open Special.
Secretary Paul in Ruby had been the
first car to arrive at the venue and we
soon parked up together and located
the Mini ladies (the pre-war and post
war cars are strictly segregated in separate meadows to prevent cross contamination). The warmth of the pub,
with coffee, tea and hot cross buns, was
most welcome after the rather bracing
drive down.

Norfolk NA7ter

Runs & Rallies
This meet-up is principally for vintage
cars and we can't help but wonder
where all the Bentleys, Lagondas, Bugattis and other exotic machines come
from to turn up in an off-the-beatentrack village pub field in Suffolk. It
may be due to the 'just turn up' atmosphere of the place, at any rate it's about
the best place to go for variety in vintage stuff.
There are also great characters, mostly
pre-war themselves, to be met here. I
have made the acquaintance of twin
brothers in their eighties who own and
look after at least a couple of lovely Rileys. They are the most knowledgeable
and humorous people you could wish
to meet (during a conversation one remarked that they had been twins all
their life and would probably remain
so!)
A friend of ours, Steve, had brought
along his newly commissioned 1930

three-litre Sunbeam suitably adorned
with Scottish Rally banners. He was
off to a run there expecting to cover
about 1500 miles by the time he returned, apart from a tonneau cover
there is no weather protection so good
luck to him! Also there from NA7C
were the Spriddel brothers, with their
A7 and Standard Specials
After a walkabout followed by hot
food in the beer tent listening to the
jazz band the frozen Tricias were ready
to leave, so after a briefer visit than
usual we set off for home.
When Rick and Cherry decided to fire
up Cecil the Special he had got the
hump and didn't want to start– but relented in the end and did. It might be a
good idea for the last two or three cars
remaining to make sure that each one
starts to ensure no one is left alone and
bereft with a dead engine at the end of
an event. – specially if it's me!

...we soon parked up together...
July 2015
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Trundling through a
delightful corner
of Suffolk
Photo courtesy Liz Maulden

Halesworth to Snape – 12 April
The Editor crosses the border – again
For the second weekend in a row we
headed south of the border into Suffolk, this time for the annual Halesworth to Snape run, organized by the
Norfolk Military Vehicle Group
(NMVG).
We had a trouble-free and speedy run
in the Editorial RP from Dereham to
the start at the Halesworth central car
park. This year, although we were
again the first “old” car to arrive, we
did not manage to beat the organizers,
so were greeted by Cyril from NMVG,
who was driving a “modern” as he had
sold his Jeep.

by Paul and Liz Maulden in “Ruby”.
Other cars of various vintages began to
arrive, including Hamish and Anne Alger in their A35, a Big Seven from the
Wymondham Old Timers and a nice
Austin 12/4 tourer belonging to a
member of the Bungay club (see
below).

We were soon joined by Barney Barnard, with friend Colin, in his RP and
12
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Following a briefing, we set off in convoy – 35 cars in all, of which nine were
pre-war. Following last year’s “diversion” we made sure to follow the leader, but were surprised to find, as we left
the outskirts of Halesworth, that noone was following us! Had we gone
wrong already?
Nothing daunted, we pressed on, trundling through this delightful corner of
Suffolk. Eventually a Maestro caught
up with us and we made our way into
Snape, still at the end of the convoy. As
we approached the Maltings, a group

of cars headed by Barney’s RP crossed
a junction ahead of us, coming from a
completely different direction!
All but one of the starters eventually
arrive at the Maltings, where, as usual,
we were allocated reserved parking.
Along with the other participants and
the many members of the public we
spent a couple of hours looking round
the interesting but overpriced shops on
the site. Although it was a bright day,
there was a biting wind and we were
not sorry to make our goodbyes and
head north for home.

At the Maltings we were allocated reserved parking
Snape Maltings dates from the 1850s and closed in the 1960s. The buildings have
since been restored and converted into shops, galleries and a concert hall,
where part of the world-famous Aldeburgh music festival,
begun by Benjamin Britten, is held.
More information at www.snapemaltings.co.uk
July 2015
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In the car park at Venta Icenorum

Drive It Day – 26 April
An aeronautical amble
Drive It Day this year was very much a
last-minute effort, as our plans were
thrown into confusion when Zenos
Cars, our original venue, called off our
visit at short notice. However, Events
Co-ordinator Dave Rix quickly sorted
out an alternative run, with an aeronautical theme, which seemed to be enjoyed by all participants.

and Liz Maulden and Phil and Tricia
Sharp in Rubies, Henry and Jennifer
Thorne in their Pearl, Chris and David
Charles in the Austin Ten and Martin
and Thelma Jones in their Model A
Ford. Post-war cars were represented
by the two Tricias (Rix and Jepson) in
the 100E and John and Christine Lain
in their MGBGT.

Our day began in the car park at Venta
Icenorum, the Roman town near Caister St Edmunds. We set off at 11.30am
in a convoy comprising Dave Rix and
Phil Jepson in Dave’s Chummy (Phil’s
ditto being off the road with waterworks problems), Michael Spinks and
yours truly and Cherry in RPs, Paul

As we headed towards Stoke Holy
Cross George Crummet hove into view
in his Gordon England, heading in the
opposite direction! He did a quick uturn and joined the parade, bringing
our numbers up to a respectable 11
cars.

14
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We pottered on...
We pottered on through Saxlingham
and Hempnal, travelling through delightful rural Norfolk, eventually arriving at Topcroft airfield, where we
stopped for lunch at Hardwick Warbirds.
The hangar at Topcroft is home to two
P-51 Mustang fighters, a Stearman biplane and a Harvard – both trainers –
and a Mk V Auster in RAF colours.

We were welcomed by Maurice Hammond, the owner, who allowed us to
wander round his hangar and park on
the grass.in the lee of a substantial
hedge, where we enjoyed our picnics.
Having been fed and watered, we were
back on the road and heading for Pulham Market. En route we passed the
home of the late Ron Houghton, which

The hangar at Topcroft
July 2015
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In the lee of a substantial hedge...

brought back happy memories of “Oily
Rag Days” to many of us.

had agreed to give a few short flights in
his Tiger Moth biplane.

After a few more twists and turns we
arrived at our final destination, the
Norfolk Gliding Club at Tibenham
Airfield.

First to take to the skies was George
Crummet, followed by Dave Rix, Phil
Sharp and David Charles.

There was a surprise for us here, as we
were met by member David Wall, who

Our thanks go to Dave Rix for organising the run at such short notice and to
David Wall for providing a perfect end
to a very enjoyable day out.

Dave Rix stands by for “chocks
away” as George Crummet
(inset) prepares for
take-off

16
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Bungay Lions Classic Vehicle Rally
& Country Fayre – 3 May
Dave Rix visits Earsham Hall
With their Chummy awaiting attention
for a problem with water retention Phil
and Tricia Jepson joined us for the
short trundle to the above venue. Phil
had driven Little Nell back from Tibenham last Sunday to see how the two
cars compared and found they both
make the same noises and had the same
problem getting into top gear when
hot. Whether his bigger brakes were an
improvement on Nell’s he didn’t say!
We set out in heavy drizzle, the ladies
in the warmth and comfort of the 100E
this time and us chaps in the “sidescreens-all-round” cosiness of the
Chummy and thanking the inventor of
RainX which works very well for me.
Last year the pre-war vehicles were
parked together which was fine but this
year it was a park where you like situ-

July 2015

ation with classics and vintage being
mixed in together. Didn’t like it as
much and will have words about it!
The club members attending were
down on last year, not surprising as the
rain stayed till after midday and there
seemed fewer other entries as well.
Club cars consisted of Rick and Cherry’s Vincent the Van, out and about
again sporting a rebuilt engine and
looking great even in the rain. John and
Christine Lain were snug and dry in the
MGB as were Hamish and Anne Alger
with the A35.
Henry and Jennifer Thorne had their
long book tables well protected from
the weather and their dog had decided
to kip on the wet grass rather than the
blanket provided.

17
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problems, and cost of such
an arrangement and what
was the advantage of this
set up.
A well-finished Bugatti
look alike had early VW
Beetle front suspension,
which looked odd, but top
marks for the fit and finish
of the car. It did look good.
It was good to see John Clark out and
about in the Daimler V8 and I had a
long yarn with him, which included the
NCFC!
A wide variety of cars and some classic
motorbikes along with tractors and
military vehicles were to be seen and
the rasp of a Lamborghini that was
started from time to time rent the air.
An unusual car had a yellow, streamlined glass fibre body, which was
based on an A40 Devon, but the engine
was a 3.5litre V8 Rover engine and
Jaguar rear suspension. It was bare inside and the ground clearance was tiny,
how it did over speed bumps and such
like heaven knows.
Also on view was a De-Lorean with its
aluminium and black finish, the owner
demonstrated the gull wing doors,
which got us thinking of the production

18

There was the usual bustle of a various
stalls and eateries while the music was
provided by the band Air Play. A few
auto jumblers were touting their wares
but trade seemed slow.
The showrooms are also open to
browse in the hall with many different
displays to see.
In the café some sort of a record must
have been broken when six of us waited 45 minutes to place an order for coffee, which came 20 minutes later –
good job it was raining steadily. Rick
and Cherry had the right idea when
they left to get their drinks at a stall!
Picnics were eaten and the weather relented after about 1.30 and the sun appeared, to make a warm and pleasant
afternoon.

Norfolk NA7ter
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Daffodil Craft & Country Fair – 10 May
Your Editor enjoys nice weather, but a disappointing show –
and not a daffodil in sight!
Having missed last year’s Daffodil
Day for a variety of reasons, not least
of which was the rotten weather, we
were pleased to set out in Vincent the
Van on a bright, dry Sunday morning.
After an uneventful journey we were
marshalled into position. Although we
were early – as usual – it soon became
apparent that there was going to be a
lot less here than on previous years.

The number of traders was down, the
main school building was not open and
by ten o’clock very few cars had arrived.
A quick count-up later in the day revealed that only 61 cars had turned out,
of which six were pre-war. These included an impressive 1929 Austin 16/6
Burnham.

...an impressive 1929
Austin 16/6 Burnham

July 2015
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Those who did make it from the club
comprised Paul and Liz Maulden in
Ruby, Hamish and Anne Alger in their
A35 and John Clarke in his Bentley.
Other Daffodil Day regulars were absent, attending a charity “do” at Corton
(see opposite).
Although there was a good turn-out of
stationery engines and model traction
engines, there were no full-size examples, nor did the East Anglian Trans-

20

port Museum put in an appearance.
The ever-popular dog agility trials
were also notably absent and “ring
events” comprised a succession of
bands of varying ability and a group of
dancers.
We were also too late for the daffodils,
but as a consolation prize, the woodland walk provided a nice display of
bluebells.
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A Visit to Corton – 10 May
Dave Rix does some charity work
The problem was the dogs. We were
dog-sitting Mavis and Trevor’s wellknown pair, Chippy and Frankie and,
not used to being dog owners, Mrs R
forgot to bring the dog leads. Or it
could have been me.?
I was alerted by a furious tooting from
the 100E a few miles from home. After
a few pleasantries were exchanged Mrs
R went back for the leads and we proceeded onwards.
More tooting as I turned off the A146
at Hales. I was informed the nearside
front wheel was wobbling rather badly.
This turned out to be an almost flat
tyre, soon rectified with the foot pump.
After another stop at Somerleyton with
an indicator issue we finally made it to
Corton. I am thankful to John and
Christine Lain for their counselling
abilities!
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The event was organised by a friend,
Gary Smith, a fellow member of the
Lotus club, to raise funds for the Great
Ormond Street Hospital. Gary’s granddaughter needed urgent treatment for a
heart condition when she was born and
he felt he would like to show an appreciation for the care she had and continues to receive.
The numbers attending far exceeded
his expectations and he stopped counting after getting to 250 not including
the 40 plus motor cycles and scooters.
A double deck bus and breakdown
truck from the transport museum and a
good display of various racing powerboats with some hairy bikers and their
trikes also added interest to the proceedings.
It was good to see the aforementioned
Trevor and Mavis in their Bentley,
John and Christine with the MG and
Barney and Jean Barnard in Winnie the
21
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Seven here on this fine day rather tempered by a keen wind.

above the ground looked a real beast to
ride.

Many clubs were exhibiting with good
shows from the Stag and Lotus clubs
while the Lowestoft mob had a fair variety of makes as well. There were
quite a number of VW camper vans of
differing ages and designs. A drag racing m/cycle with about an 18in wide
rear tyre, very long, sporting two separate engines and with handlebars 2ft

Apart from a “burger and chips” sort of
van and an ice cream man there weren’t many side stalls – after all this was
only expected to be a relatively small
gathering of people and clubs who
Gary knew. Everyone was amazed and
delighted at the outcome – as were we
when both cars behaved impeccably on
the way home. The flat tyre must have
been a leaky valve.

Fields full of cars...
Above: At Corton

22

Below: Skeyton Goat
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A trio of Stanley Steamers

Skeyton Goat – 17 May
The Editor hits the headlines - almost!
It was our first visit to this annual rally,
a fact not appreciated by the “marshals”, who stood around chatting and
apparently assuming that after 16 years
of shows everyone knew the way in.
However, we eventually made it onto
the field in Vincent the Van along with
at least 300 other vehicles – we gave up
trying to count them.

and we wondered what the effect of an
emergency stop would have on their
artillery wheels?

We were joined by fellow club members Michael Spinks in his Vauxhall
Coupé, Colin Aldridge and Mossie in
their Model T Ford Doctor’s Coupé
and John Clarke in his Bentley.

Your editor was cornered by the Press,
interviewed and asked to pose in Vincent the Van while a series of photographs were taken. We didn’t make the
pages of the Eastern Daily Press, but
that respected journal The Dereham
and Fakenham Times – fondly known
as “The Daft” – were kind enough to
include a photograph and describe our
van as “one of the highlights of the
show”.

There was a reasonable percentage of
pre-war cars (but only two other Sevens – a Ruby and a Big 7). A trio of
Stanley Steamers looked suitably magnificent. Interestingly, they had all
been fitted with hydraulic disc brakes
July 2015

The weather remained dry and
warm(ish) throughout the day and
there was a good turn-out of spectators.
The event is run to aid the Big C cancer
charity and this year raise £7,760.
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Ready for the off at the Tally Ho Tearooms

A Saunter Through the Saints – 24 May
Paul’s pilgrimage goes from strength to strength
The Tally Ho Tearooms at Mettingham
saw the biggest gathering yet – 17 cars,
the majority of them pre-war – for the
running of what has become an annual
event.
Ten of the cars belonged to club members. They included Dave and Tricia
Rix and Phil and Tricia Jepson in
Chummies, Barney and Jean Barnard
and Michael Spinks in RPs, Phil and
Liz Maulden and Phil and Tricia Sharp
in Rubies, your Editor and Cherry in
their special and Martin and Thelma
Jones in the Model A Ford. Hamish
and Anne Alger came in their A35 and
John and Christine Lain were driving
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Tricia Rix’s 100E. Also along for a cup
of tea and a slice of cake, but not doing
the run were Mavis and Trevor Jenkins
in a 4x4.
Other cars included three Austin 10s,
driven by Laurie and Patricia Rooke,
Brian and Lyn Cole and John and Beryl
Rooke; Brian Pitch in a Morgan trike;
Brian and Rosemary Page with a second 100E; a frog-eyed Sprite driven by
Leslie and Elaine Maddox and an MG
Midget belonging to Paul’s greatnephew, Eddie Lymer.
After sampling the cakes on offer at the
Tally Ho Tearooms and a briefing from
Norfolk NA7ter
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Paul, instructions were handed out and
we were off into the Suffolk countryside.
As on previous years, our route took us
on a meandering path around the South
Elmhams. This year, however, Suffolk
County Council had decided to get in
on the act and set up some interesting
road closure and diversions. Consequently we missed – I think – one of
the highlights of the tour: the farm
where Liz Maulden was born. At any
rate, I didn’t spot the Blue Plaque!
In due course we arrived at our “secret”
destination – Bruce Crompton’s collection of Second World War militaria
– just as the heavens opened. Fortunately Bruce was on hand, so after an
impromptu picnic amongst some German tanks, he gave us an interesting
tour. Although the collection is private
Bruce is always willing to show people
around in return for a donation to a local charity. Only a small part of his collection is on show here – the remainder

Off into the Suffolk countryside
is apparently stored in Essex, when it’s
not being hired out to film and TV
companies.
Our visit over, we had a rather soggy
drive back to Norfolk. Our thanks to
Paul and Liz for organizing another interesting day out.

Bruce Crompton (arrowed) gave us an interesting
July 2015
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Euston Rural Pastimes – 7 June
The Editor enjoys the sunshine
Three days of warm, sunny weather
managed to coincide with a busy weekend – East Tuddenham fete on Saturday and the popular Rural Pastimes at
Euston, near Thetford, which always
draws a good crowd.
Although several club members had
“booked in”, a couple of absentees
(Dave Rix on Lotus Club duty and the
Jepsons on holiday) meant fewer “Norfolk Sevens” than usual attended.
Those that did comprised Michael
Spinks, with Sue and Jonathan Hunt, in
Michael’s RP Saloon, the Rubies of
Phil and Patricia Sharpe and Paul and
Liz Maulden, plus us in Cecil the Special. Hamish and Anne Alger came in
their A35 and John and Christine Lain
26

in their MGB. Down on the front row,
among the limousines, were Mavis and
Trevor Jenkins, who had brought a RR
Corniche and a Bentley Continental.
Also in amongst the big boys was John
Clark in his Bentley T1. John Wyett,
whose recent hip operation had
stopped him booking-in his A30, came
in his modern, as did John Hazell.
The programme listed over 280 classic
cars, with a good proportion of pre-war
vehicles. New stewards had been appointed this year and several changes –
all for the better – had been made to the
marshalling. There was virtually no delay entering the site and the clutchburning wait to get up the hill appeared
to have been totally eliminated.
Norfolk NA7ter
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Our club cars were situated at the end
of two adjacent rows and the absence
of the Jepsons provided us with a spare
space which formed an excellent picnic venue in the summer sunshine –
and was such a success that we wondered if we might book a “spare space”
for future years?
As usual there were numerous trade
and charity stalls, the usual craft demonstrations and big displays of tractors,
stationary engines, motorbikes and
steam engines, both model and fullsize.
Displays in the ring included horse
drawn vehicles, farm machinery, falconry and the “Imps” motorcycle display team. There were also flying
displays from the Wildcats aerobatic
team and a flypast by the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight’s Dakota.
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As usual, Rural Pastimes was an excellent day out, with lots to do and see,
and this year made even better by the
perfect weather.
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A Visit to the Long Shop Museum, Leiston– 28June
pelled diesel plough and a threshing
drum. Upstairs in the gallery are exhibits showing the history of steam power
and aspects of the history of the Garrett
works and the town of Leiston.

Four Sevens and an MGB GT assembled at Secretary Paul’s home for a run
to the Long Shop Museum. The Sevens
comprised Dave and Tricia Rix in a
Chummy, Barney and Jean Barnard in
an RP, Paul and Liz Maulden in a Ruby
and the Editorial Special. John and
Christine Lain were in the MG.
Paul led us on a pleasant back-road
route to Leiston, where we were met at
the museum by Maurice, our guide and
Mavis and Trevor Jenkins and Roy and
Sonia Barmby, who had come in moderns.

Other parts of the site contain a steam
roller, a unique rail-mounted traction
engine used for shunting around the
works and the work’s fire engines.
Unfortunately as the visit ended, the
rain started, spoiling our picnic plans.
Maurice was kind enough to allow us
to use a museum meeting room, so we
all enjoyed an indoor picnic before
heading back to Norfolk – a soggy ride
home from Suffolk seems to be the
norm these days!

Following an introductory chat about
Garretts, Maurice led us off into the
museum.
“The Long Shop” itself is a very early
example of a building designed for assembly-line production and built in the
1850s. The major exhibits include a
Garrett traction engine, a huge “semiportable” steam engine, a self-pro-

Find out more about the Long Shop Museum at www.longshopmuseum.co.uk
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FBHVC News
The NA7C is a member of The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. They
publish a bi-monthly magazine that highlights legislation and other topics which may
affect our hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If any member would like
to read the magazine in full, please contact the Editor, or visit the FBHVC website at:
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

DVLA
Ian Edmunds
Although the FBHVC team members
are all active with their own interests in
the historic vehicle world we are nevertheless very dependent on, and very
grateful for, information from our
member clubs. Nowhere is this more
true than with the activities of DVLA.
I have noted before that DVLA is tightening up its procedures, presumably
following the closure of the Local Offices, and recent feedback suggests that
these changes in the DVLA approach
are leading to particular difficulties in
three areas:
• Age-related registration of vehicles
with new bodies
• Data obtained from internet
sources
• Expertise of clubs
FBHVC are in the early stages of discussion on these points with DVLA.
Although DVLA stated a willingness
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to enter into those discussions, they
were very restricted in what they were
permitted to discuss in the period leading up to a General Election, in common with all of the Civil Service.
The lead time for this Newsletter is
such that it is not possible to report any
progress in this edition but please be
reassured that, as always, FBHVC is
actively promoting the interests of its
member clubs. I hope to have an update for the next edition of the Newsletter. The normal metaphor is the
serenely gliding swan, but perhaps in
our world a better one would be the
smoothly proceeding vehicle - with an
awful lots of bits going up and down
and round and round under the surface!
The Federation did however attend a
meeting with representatives from the
DVLA department responsible for the
development of the Vehicle Enquiry
Service
(https://www.vehicleenquiry.service.gov.uk). DVLA agreed
to this on the strict understanding that
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it was to be a progress report on the development of VES and that if any policy matters arose from the discussions
they would have to be deferred to a
post-election date. Despite this restriction the meeting was useful, DVLA
confirmed that some of the concerns
we had raised previously had been addressed and that work on developing
the system is ongoing. Points of particular interest are:
• On the base system from which
VES draws its data the 'vehicle
make' field has a limited number of
spaces and therefore names comprising of two, or more, words (eg
Gordon Keeble, Francis Barnett,
Seddon Atkinson, etc.) are often
entered without spaces or hyphens.
So, if the first attempt to check on
such a vehicle returns a 'not found'
response it could be worth trying
entering the name as one word.
According to DVLA if the exact
term as shown in the 'make' box on
the V5C is used (that is D1 in the
'Vehicle Details' Section) VES
ought always to work.
• Because it is considered important
that the service is readily accessible
on hand-held devices there are no
plans to extend the drop-down
makes lists as they would then be
too big for small screens. However,
as noted before, the absence of a
make from the drop-down list does
not prevent it being manually
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entered; known, I believe, as a free
text field.
• The 'V5C document reference
number (optional)' box on the VES
screen is an additional item of data,
it is not a substitute for either the
registration number or vehicle
make.
• For the foreseeable future DVLA
are dependent on data input from
DVSA (the agency responsible for
the MoT) to provide information
regarding MoT status. Thus VES
will only provide this information
for vehicles which have been tested
under the computerised regime.
There was one topic which I know is of
great interest to many historic vehicle
owners but did, nevertheless, have to
be deferred to a later date, that of correcting the make and model descriptions on the data file and in
consequence on the V5C - more information to follow as soon as we have it.
Finally for this edition I must pass on
some information from DVLA of
which, I must admit, I was unaware.
Clubs do not have to be on the V765/1
list of owners clubs to issue dating certificates. Anyone with the relevant
knowledge, expertise and information
can perform this function. This has always been the case. I trust that all such
submissions are subjected to the same
level of scrutiny as those submitted by
the established specialist clubs.
Norfolk NA7ter

What’s On
The Events Calendar for the remainder of 2015 is on page 33. Don’t forget to check
the latest version on the website at www.na7c.co.uk. The Club’s Events Coordinator is Dave Rix, who can be contacted on 01508 493419 or rixna7c@waitrose.com.

Tenth Anniversary
Celebrations
Sunday Afternoon Barbecue – Sunday 5 July
At the Jubilee Hall
On Sunday 5 July, at the Jubilee Hall. Members are encouraged to bring their Sevens
and any other interesting cars, either driving directly to the hall, or taking part in
organised runs that will be arranged from Norwich and Swaffham. The bar will be
open from 3pm and burgers and hot dogs will be on sale from 4.30pm.

Social Evening – Saturday 3 October
At the Jubilee Hall
On Saturday 3 October, at the Jubilee Hall, starting at 7.30 prompt! There will be a
finger buffet, the bar will be open and entertainment will be provided by Charlie
Haylock. There will also be a raffle and donations for that will be appreciated
Charlie is one of Suffolk's leading entertainers and authors and his informative and
hilarious one-man shows are legendary in the county. Find out more about him at
www.charliehaylock.com.
The cost per person will be £2.50 per person for members and joint members. Additional guests are welcome, at a cost of £10 per head. Admission will be by ticket only,
obtained in advance. A booking form is on page 35
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What’s On
NA7C Rally at Norwich Motor Show - 15/16 August
We are holding our main annual get-together in conjunction with the Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Charity Motor
Show at the Royal Norfolk Showground (Red Car Park) on Saturday
and Sunday 15/16 August. We hope to
see as many members there as possible.

If you are attending, please ensure your
entry form is clearly marked “Norfolk
Austin 7 Club” and make sure you are
directed to our area on arrival.
Also, please let Dave Rix know if you
are coming (01508-493419 or
rixna7c@waitrose.com).

Here are some of the other events over the next few months
Contact details are in the Events Calendar:
Saturday/Sunday 4/5 July – Vintage Transport Festival – North Norfolk Railway
Saturday/Sunday 11/12 July – Wings & Wheels – Heveningham Hall
Sunday 19 July – Lynn at War - organised by Gressenhall Farm & Workhouse,
Tuesday Market Place, King’s lynn
Tuesday 21 July – NA7C Meeting – Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham, 7.30pm
Sunday 26 July – Beighton House Garden Party – Please let David Charles know
if you plan to attend.
Sunday 9 August – RAFA Day - Norfolk & Suffolk Aviation Museum – Flixton
Tuesday 18 August – NA7C Meeting – Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham, 7.30pm
Sunday/Monday 30/31 August – Village at War – Gressenhall Farm & Workhouse
Sunday 13 September – King’s Lynn Classic Cars – Tuesday Market Place
Tuesday 17 September – NA7C Meeting – Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham, 7.30pm
Sunday 27 September – VSCC Race Meeting – Snetterton Circuit
Tuesday 20 October – NA7C Meeting – Guest Speaker – PC Andrew Nattrass,
Young Driver Education Coordinator – Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham, 7.30pm
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NA7C Events Calendar 2015
Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event

Bold type = NA7C Supported Event

Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C
Grey shaded – a new or amended event
Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event
Date
Jul

Event

Venue

Contact

4
5

Sa
Vintage Transport Festival
Sun

North Norfolk Railway

01263 820800

5

Sun Tenth Anniversary Barbecue

Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham from 3pm

Dave Rix

11 Sat Wings & Wheels
12 Sun

Heveningham Hall

01728 832363
mike.rolf@talktalk.net

12 Sun Buxton Bash

Buxton Recreation Ground Just turn up!

12 Sun Centre 81 Classic Car Run - Ormesby to The Boathouse - Ormesby
Gt Yarmouth
Broad

jackie.tripp@centre81.co.uk
http://www.centre81.co.uk

19 Sun Lynn at War - organised by Gressenhall
Farm & Workhouse

Tuesday Market Place,
King’s lynn

01362 869259
more info to follow

19 Sun Windmill Open Day

Billingford Windmill
Nr Scole

J & H Websdale
01379 853967

21 Tue NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

25 Sat Holkham Country Fair
26 Sun

Holkham Hall

www.holkhamcountryfair.com

26 Sun Beighton House Garden Party

Beighton House, North Burlingham (12 onwards) - Bring
your own picnic and wine

David Charles
07940 917 588
mail@a7special.co.uk

Aug 1

Sat

Norfolk Open Churches Classic Car Run Norwich Cathedral

1
2

Sat Old Buckenham Air Show
Sun

Old Buckenham Airfield

9

Sun RAFA Day - Norfolk & Suffolk
Aviation Museum

Flixton

Dave Rix
Dave Rix
www.oldbuckenhamairshow.co.uk
http://www.oldbuckenhamairshow.co.uk/classic-car.html

Dave Rix
www.aviationmuseum.net

15 Sat NA7C Rally at Norwich Motor Show
16 Sun

Royal Norfolk
Showground

18 Tue NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

29 Sat King’ Lynn Lions Charity Event
30 Sun

Norton Hill Railway,
Hall Farm, Snettisham

John Groom
01945 474196

30 Sun Village at War
31 Mon

Gressenhall Farm &
Workhouse, Dereham

01362 869259
more info to follow
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What’s On
Date
Sep

Oct

Event

Venue

Contact

13 Sun King’s Lynn Classic Cars

Tuesday Market Place
10:00 - 16:00

15 Tues NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

19 Sat Henham Grand Steam Rally
20 Sun

NEW VENUE
Trinity Park, Ipswich

3

Sat

Paul Maulden 01986 872537
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com

3
4

Sat Military Revival Classic Car and Vintage Old Buckenham Airfield
Sun Exhibition

Tenth Anniversary Social Evening
See page 35

www.west-norfolk.gov.uk

info@henhamsteamrally.com
www.henhamsteamrally.com

Dave Rix
www.militaryrevival.com

20 Tues NA7C Meeting Guest Speaker – PC Andrew

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
Nattrass, Young Driver Education Coordinator East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Nov 17 Tues NA7C Meeting

Dave Rix
Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dec

Wensum Valley Hotel, Golf Paul Maulden 01986 872537
and Country Club, Beech paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com
Avenue, Taverham, Norwich

8

Tues NA7C Christmas Dinner

Please Note: All the above events and dates are subject to change.
Visit our website at www.na7c.co.uk for the latest information
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Tenth Anniversary Celebrations

A Social Evening with Charlie Haylock
Saturday 3 October,
at the Jubilee Hall, starting at 7.30 prompt
Charlie is one of Suffolk's leading entertainers and authors and his informative and
hilarious one-man shows are legendary in the county. Find out more about him at
www.charliehaylock.com There will be a finger buffet and the bar will be open

There will be a raffle and donations for that will be appreciated
Cost per head for member and joint member is £2.50
Additional guests are welcome at £10 per head.
Please complete and return this form to Paul Maulden, on club nights
or by post, by 25 September at the latest, to:
“Corryghoil”, Wissett Road, Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 8PS
with the appropriate remittance
(cash or cheques made payable to Norfolk Austin Seven Club)
Name
Full Address
(with postcode)
Telephone No
Number of tickets required

£

Members (£2.50)
Guests (£10)
Total
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Club Sales
The following items are available from Paul Mauldon
(01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com) or at Club meetings

90th Anniversary Tea Towel
Posters – £5
£4
Only a few left!
Will not be reprinted

Club Clothing
Binder for “Grey Mags”
or “Natter”
holds 12 copies – £5

Fleeces – £29.50
Polo Shirts – £12.50
Baseball Caps – £8.50

Stainless Steel
Radiator Badges – £9.95
All available in a variety of
colours and sizes
Details from Paul

Also available
Vinyl Windscreen badges
One large and one small badge – £1.50 per set

AUSTIN SEVEN BOOKS
from

MARGARET MOTORS BOOKSHOP
Bessingham, North Norfolk

A Huge Stock of

New and Used
Books Relating to Austin Sevens
Plus many other books on old cars and related subjects

Contact Henry and Jennifer Thorne
01263 577366

