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News

Editorial.

The events calendar is really filling up
now, with something on virtually every
weekend between the beginning of
April and the end of August. Check it
out on page 26 – and keep up-to-date
by visiting our website.

If you know of any events not on the
calendar which might interest our
members, or have any suggestions for
additional events, please get in touch
with Dave Rix, the club’s Events Coor-
dinator – contact details opposite.

At the AGM the subject of our ageing
membership was briefly mentioned.
We have very few young members and
your committee is anxious to increase
their number.

The Membership Secretary has looked
into the subject and is aware of the
problems that face a youngster looking
to become the owner of a “Seven”.
These are mostly financial, with the
cost of the vehicle and subsequent in-
surance being very daunting.

If anyone has any suggestions as to
how we can promote the club and at-
tract younger members, your commit-
tee would be very happy to hear from
you.

Finally, many thanks to all of you who
have renewed so promptly. The revised
list of members and breakdown regis-
ter will be sent out when the latecomers
make it home!

Rick

www.na7c.co.uk
“Members Only” user name: ****  Password: *******

Membership renewal should have been completed by 31 March 2014
If you do not renew, this will be your last NA7ter!

The next edition of the NA7ter will be published in July 2014 
Please let me have any contributions before 30 June 

Contact details are on the inside front cover
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News

Annual General Meeting
The ninth AGM was held on 18 March at The Jubilee Hall, East
Tuddenham
The Chairman, John Groom, opened
the meeting at 20.00, with 38 members
present. The minutes of the 8th AGM
were read, agreed and signed off as a
true record. There were no matters aris-
ing from the minutes.

The Chairman welcomed the members
and began his report by commenting
on the sad death of our President, Ken
Wallis. The Committee have decided
that, for the time being, the post of
President should not be filled. John
closed by thanking the members for
their support at the various club events
during the year.

The Secretary, Paul Maulden, reported
that the underwriters for the Club Of-
ficer's Liability Insurance had gone out
of business, but a new firm had been
appointed by the Austin Seven Clubs
Association, which provides this insur-
ance at no extra cost to individual
clubs.

The Treasurer, John Wyett, presented
the financial statement for the year
ending 31 December 2013. He report-
ed that the club's finances were in a
healthy state and that the end-of-year
balance was £1929.16, a small de-
crease over the previous year. No in-
crease in subscriptions was thought

The Committee...

... have the attention of 
the membership
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necessary. John went on to explain that
he had drawn up the accounts in the
form of a balance sheet, which showed
and valued the club’s assets. The ac-
counts were accepted. 

All the club's officers indicated that
they were willing to stand for re-elec-
tion, and with no other candidates, the
officers were re-elected.

Jim Hunt having resigned from the
committee due to ill health, Phil
Sharpe was elected to replace him. The
remaining committee members were
re-elected en bloc.

The Events Coordinator, Dave Rix, re-
ported on the previous years events,
which had, in the main been blessed
with good weather. He singled out Paul
Maulden’s “Saunter Round The
Saints”, the Dads Army Street Party in
Thetford, the Wings and Wheels at
Heveningham Hall, the tribute to our
late President at Old Buckenham Air-
field and the well-attended Main Rally
at the Showground for special mention.

He then outlined some of the events
planned for the coming year.

The Membership Secretary, Rick Fry-
er, reported that six members did not

renew in 2013. During the year we in-
creased membership by 11 and our to-
tal membership now stands at 158 – 85
members and 73 joint members – with
119 A7s in various states of repair. 

He went on to comment on the prob-
lems of attracting younger members to
the club and appealed to anyone with
ideas as to how this could be achieved
to discuss it with the committee.

Regarding the Natter, Rick thanked all
who have contributed articles and pho-
tographs.

Rick also reported that in 2013 he car-
ried out only one DVLA inspection,
which earned the club £20 in fees. Fol-
lowing the closure of local DVLA of-
fices, Swansea have begun to supply
Form 55/5 to Club Inspectors, which
means that there is no need to obtain
them by post from the DVLA.

The Thorne Trophy for 2013 was
awarded to Kevin Shortis for the resto-
ration of his Newbury Tourer – see
front cover.

Dave Witton proposed a vote of thanks
to the committee for their work over
the last year and the Chairman closed
the meeting at 20.45.
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Speaker’s Corner
Thomas Richardson Shortis (Tommy) 1888-1977 – a talk by Kevin and
Richard Shortis
At our January meeting we were pleased to welcome Kevin and his son Richard, who
gave us an enthralling insight into the life and adventures of Kevin’s father, Tommy.

In 1908, aged 20, Tommy went out to
India as PA to local director of a trad-
ing company. In 1914 he became the
manager of a sugar factory in Bihar and
served in the Bihar Light Horse during
the First World War.

In 1925 he was appointed General
manager of a sugar estate at Sahmaw,
Burma. The estate consisted of 11,000
acres of virginal land sloping down
from the hills, with a river, a railway
line and a station. A second-hand, out-
dated sugar factory was transported a
1000 miles up-country and then reas-
sembled

In 1926, 30 acres were cultivated, but
the crop yellowed and the yield was
poor

The following year the staff comprised
eight Europeans and 500 local labour-
ers. 6000 tons of cane was crushed.

In 1929 20,000 tons were crushed, but
yields were still poor and uneconomi-
cal and in 1930 the owners announced
that they were closing down the estate.
Tommy, who had seen the natives
growing sugar cane in their own fields
persuaded the company to let them

grow the cane under supervision of
field officers.

The growing area eventually covered
1,000 square miles, with 4,000 local
growers. 150,000 tons were crushed,
producing 15,000 tons of sugar.



News

April 2014 5

As it was no longer required 10,000
acres of estate were given up. It was
found that the land was contaminated
with magnesium

In 1939 Tommy’s wife was sent home
to England to give birth to Kevin and to
put his elder brother into boarding
school. She never returned to Burma.

On 8 December 1941 Japan invaded
Thailand, then headed south for Ma-
laya and Singapore and north for Bur-
ma. The Japanese advanced quickly
and in May 1942 evacuation was or-
dered.

Tommy’s party of 12 Europeans in-
cluding two ladies, together with three

members of the Rangoon staff set off
on the 280-mile trek to India through
the Hukawng Valley. 

Some 50,000 people are reputed to
have died on the journey, through ex-
haustion, hunger and disease, but Tom-
my Shortis got his party through and
after a rest in Calcutta they went their
separate ways.

In 1943 the sugar factory was bombed,
with more damage occurring in 1944
during the battle for Sahmaw, Hill 60.
Further damage was done by the
Americans building an airfield!

In 1946 Tommy returned to Sahmaw,
hitching a lift on a plane from Rangoon

The Sahmaw Sugar Factory before the war...
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to Myitkyina, then by rail Jeep to the
factory. After seeing first-hand the
damage done, Tommy left Burma,
never to return.

However, in 2012 Kevin and Richard
visited Burma and returned to Sah-
maw. They also travelled by plane

from Rangoon to Myitkyina. Luckily
transport had moved on from rail
Jeeps!

They found a thriving community set
in a lovely land of kindly hospitable
people, but very few traces of the sugar
factory.

The Editor thanks Kevin and Richard Shortis for their assistance in preparing 
this article and is pleased to report that Kevin will be giving a further talk, this 

time on his business activities, at the October meeting

...and after
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Quiz Night – 25 March
NA7C retain Jaguar Trophy!
Despite only attracting enough mem-
bers to field two teams, Norfolk Austin
Seven Club succeeded in defeating the
Jaguar Drivers Club in their annual
quizzing encounter, held in the Parson
Woodforde at Weston Longville 

The JDC raised a total of three teams,
and took second, third and fourth
place. Last place went to the “Hales-
worth Hopefuls” (Paul and Liz

Maulden and Barney and Jean Bar-
nard). The clear winners, with a margin
of fifteen points, were “RDMC”, con-
sisting of Dave Rix, Martin Jones and
Rick and Cherry Fryer.

Our thanks go to John Stavely and his
helpers for setting up this evening, to-
gether with our commiserations on
their defeat. Will next year see our hat-
trick?
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New Members
Please join us in welcoming the following new members to the club
John and Christine Smith live in
Southerlies and are building a 1932
Special.

Howard Tame and Carol Nut own a
1934 RP Saloon and live near Diss.

Peter Stunners and Lyon Buckle
come from Norton, near Bury St. Ed-
munds and are building a Box Saloon
from spare parts!

DVLA Form 55/5
A new service for club members
Form 55/5 is the application form for a
first tax disc and registration of a used
motor vehicle. It is required for import-
ed vehicles that have been registered
before, rebuilds and so on.

These forms were previously available
from the DVLA Local Office in Prince

of Wales Road, Norwich. However,
since its closure they have only been
available from Swansea. They cannot
be obtained at your local post office.

The DVLA has now decided to allow
designated club signatories to hold
stocks of these forms. 

The designated club signatory for NA7C is Rick Fryer, who is authorised to countersign V765 ap-
plications to recover original registration numbers and to verify dates of manufacture for age-re-

lated numbers.
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Coleman’s Drive
Inspired by the late John Coleman's drive in 1959, five crews are driving
three Austin 7s from Buenos Aires to New York City. Our last instalment
left them about to cross the border from Mexico to the USA...
27 May After having their passports
stamped on the Mexican side they
drove a short distance and joined the
mass of cars and pick-ups crossing the
International Bridge #2 across the Rio
Grand, the natural frontier between the
two countries.

They sat and sweltered in the slow-
moving queue. Turning off the engines
whenever they could they resorted to
pushing the cars forward the five or six
feet each time, but had to give that
game up when, repeatedly, other driv-
ers took advantage of even the minut-

est gap to push in from the adjoining
row to gain the smallest advantage. 

It took an hour or so to reach the semi-
circle of booths, but no one at the check
point knew how the car might be en-
tered into the States.They were finger-
printed and photographed twice each
but no attention was paid to the car en-
try and although they asked more than
once “should we have an entry docu-
ment” for the car, it was brushed aside
and after one of the longer border
crossings of the trip, they were free to
drive on to the hotel in Larded, Texas. 

They sat and sweltered in the slow-moving queue
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28 May The team began the madcap
race through the States in an attempt to
reach New York to board a ship which
would allow the cars to reach the UK in
time for an appearance at the Austin 7
National Rally at Beaulieu on 7 July.
They had friends to visit in America,
arrangements to make about getting
home and, two weeks behind the
planned schedule, new shipping ar-
rangements to make. 

Editor’s note: Unfortunately, the 
website has no details of the team’s 

journey between the border and 
New York

11 June They arrived in Nark from an
overnight stay near Heresy at 17.00.
The journey in, guided by Stanza was
uneventful, but a little stressful as they
were enmeshed in the rush hour traffic.

Times Square 12 June 2013 – Diana Garside and River Duke with 1929
Chummy, Stan Price with 1932 RN and Amanda Peters and Jack 

Peppiatt with 1933 RP
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Other drivers were kind enough to let
them switch lanes as a group and the
occasional wave, honk and thumbs-up
were welcome in the hurly-burly that is
the traffic scene here. They found their
rented house on 8th Avenue, a terrace
of late 19th century workers houses,
which is conveniently close to the
docks. Earlier that day an exchange of
mails with the shipping agent in Lon-
don finally brought news of a shipping
date which will get the cars back to
England in time for The 750 Club Aus-
tin 7 National Rally at Beaulieu on the
7 July.

12 June They left Nark at 05.30 and
entered Times Square at 06.30, with
the traffic building but really quite
manageable. They parked on the pave-
ment and took their time, taking pic-
tures, talking to one or two interested
people and all without any hassle.
They had done it, more than doubling
the number of Austin Sevens that have
visited Times Square: John Coleman in
1960, Vice Leek in 2006, Dingo
Grassed and River Duke, Stand Price
and Maned Peters and Jack Pipette in
2013.

This article is abridged from the team’s website.
Visit www.austinsinamericas.co.uk for more information
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Rubber Band Race Night
Jubilee Hall – 15 April

Rules
1. Each car must be no bigger than 10.5 inches long, 4.5 inches wide and 5
inches high (266mm x 114mm x 177mm). THE CARS MUST BE ABLE
TO FIT IN THE SCRUTINEERS “GARAGE”.

2. All cars must be fitted with a body – saloon, sports, van, open tourer or special.
Rolling chassis are not permitted.

3. All cars shall be powered by ONE Number 34 rubber band. A regulation band
will be supplied and fitted on the night by the scrutineer.

4. The rubber band shall be complete and intact. No cut bands or catapult starts are
allowed.

5. Cars may be made from wood, card, plastic, adhesive tape and glue. No metal
parts are allowed EXCEPT for the road wheels. Any gears and axles must be non-
metallic.

6. The car that travels the greatest distance in a straight line shall be the winner.
There will also be a “Concours” prize for the car judged the bestlooking model on
the night.

The scrutineer’s decision is final

Great Prizes at Stake

Side Bets, Winner Takes All, Will Be Allowed
All enquiries to

Paul Maulden
01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com
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Our Cars

Newbury Sports Tourer
Appropriately, as Kevin Shortis’ car won the Thorne Trophy, another
Newbury owner, Hamish Alger, tells the story behind its acquisition
We had owned Austin Sevens for fifty-
odd years but in 2012 arthritis had set
into my joints and I was increasingly
finding the cramped interior of the van
uncomfortable: to the point where I
was stopping every few miles to stretch
my legs and walk around a bit. All very
well for short journeys but, as most of
you know, Anne and I do long rallies
both at home and abroad. 

So, the decision was made to sell our
beloved “little brown van” which we
had owned for twenty years and had
been on two or three “Yorkshire Expe-
riences”, from Lowestoft to Land's
End, and several runs/rallies on the
Continent. The van had started life as a
late '25 or early '26 Chummy, with a
three-piece bonnet, speedo in front of
the passenger and flat base windscreen
but it had several later alterations such
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as seven-inch brakes, a four-speed
gearbox and 1933 engine and running
gear. The van body was constructed by
the late Brian Welch and covered with
brown leathercloth. We had the engine
re-built twice in our ownership, finally
with a Phoenix crank and rods and a
Ruby type prop shaft.

Colin and Mossy Aldridge bought our
van and we were looking for some-
thing a bit bigger and more comforta-
ble..... While at the 90th anniversary
celebrations at Warwick School we
saw an Austin Ten-Four cabriolet
which looked attractive and, as luck
would have it, somebody else there
said he had one for sale and would we
like to try it? This we did on the follow-
ing day and found it in need of much
work and its performance was awful so
we gave it a miss. We looked at another
10/4 which had a coach-built body and
was delightful; this one was dated 1927

and had artillery wheels and its original
leather hood. It was beautiful but very
slow, being heavy and with its crash
gearbox and heavyweight flywheel
perhaps hard to drive, so we gave it a
miss but it probably was worth the
£24,000 as it is unique and in first rate
order.

We looked at a further two 10/4s (one
was in Dublin!) and it was at this point
that we realised that our black Labra-
dor would be unable to get into the
back of a two-sweater and dickey!
Back to the drawing board! We knew
we wanted an open car, preferably an
Austin and perhaps with a bit more
grunt than a 10. Well, we take the Au-
tomobile magazine and it was whilst
avidly scanning the adverts that we
saw a photograph of a 12/6 Newbury
Sports Tourer which looked as if it fit-
ted our criteria. A visit was arranged
(the car was at Ringwood) and, to cut a

A 1934 Sales Brochure
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long story short, we fell in love with it
and a deal was struck. She dates from
1935, has been restored twice and is in
excellent condition. 

On a strong chassis sits a four door
open aluminium body (the body was
made in Germany for Austin). The en-
gine is a 1711cc side valve with wide
leather seats and trim which is all orig-
inal and also has all of its original fit-
tings. Although called a sports tourer
her performance is somewhat pedestri-

an, probably capable of only 60mph
but the brakes are good, it is very com-
fortable and fairly rare – although
Kevin Shortis also has one. Last year,
getting to know her foibles, we kept the
mileage low, with only a few short ral-
lies, but this year we hope to go further,
perhaps to the Austin 10/4 National
Rally at Market Harborough in Leices-
tershire. Incidentally, the car is painted
in her original turquoise colour, but in
a modern two-pack.

An Englishman Abroad
Our thanks to Martin Jones for this story
An officious French gendarme waived down a car, walked into the road and tapped
on the window. When it was wound down it revealed an Englishman, obviously the
worst for drink.

The gendarme asks him if he has been drinking and with a slurring speech the
Englishman replies; “Yes, this morning I was at my (hic)... daughter's
wedding, and as I don't like church much I went to the cafe opposite
and had several beers.”

“Then during the wedding banquet I seem to remember downing three
great bottles of wine.”

“Then to finish off during the celebrations.... and (hic) during the
evening... me and my mate downed two bottles of Johnny Walker's
Black Label.”

Getting impatient the gendarme warns him; “Do you understand I'm
a French policeman and have stopped you for an alcohol test?”

The Englishman with a grin on his face replies; 'Do you understand
that I'm English, like my car, and that my wife is sitting in the
right-hand seat, behind the wheel?' 
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My Other Car Is...

A 1928 Ford Model A Phaeton, belonging to Martin Jones

Martin’s 
splendid car being 

enjoyed by the 
grandchildren
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FBHVC News
The NA7C is a member of The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. They
publish a bi-monthly magazine that highlights legislation and other topics which may
affect our hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If any member would like
to read the magazine in full, please contact the Editor, or visit the FBHVC website at: 
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

Vehicle Excise Duty exemption for historic vehicles 
At Budget 2013 the Government an-
nounced that it will extend the cut-off
date from which classic vehicles are
exempt from VED by one year. From 1
April 2014 a vehicle manufactured be-
fore 1 January 1974 will be exempt
from paying VED. Because this is a tax
rates and bands related matter no draft

legislation was issued for public con-
sultation as part of the publication of
the draft Finance Bill 2014 on 10 De-
cember 2013. The Government will
publish the legislation when the final
Finance Bill 2014 is laid in Parliament
shortly after the Budget 2014.

Fuel News 
Matthew Vincent

Ethanol in petrol 

Queries have arisen in the last few
months about high octane unleaded
petrol (Super Premium) sold in the
UK, and whether or not this blend
should contain ethanol, as it is sup-
posed to be the so-called 'Protection
Grade'. There may be some uncertainty
about this issue, so a few words of ex-
planation might be useful. Protection
Grade will be limited to 5% ethanol
when petrol of 10% ethanol content is
introduced into the market. This has
not apparently happened yet, although
the legal framework is in place, and it

can be legally sold but must be labelled
appropriately. The higher octane Super
Premium fuels are blended to achieve
the high octane quality without addi-
tion of ethanol. However, they leave
the refinery in that condition and move
on to distribution centres where etha-
nol may or may not be added. This
highlights the problem of predicting
which Super Premium blends will con-
tain ethanol and which will not. There
was a time when Shell V-Power petrol
was definitely ethanol free, but this
changed some years ago now, and it is
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known that ethanol has been blended
into Super Premium blends (Shell and
Esso, and possibly BP) in some loca-
tions. Provided the ethanol content
does not rise above 5%, where a label
would be required, there is no breach
of law or government intention in re-
spect of Protection Grade. When petrol

containing ethanol at 10% volume
does reach the market, it must by law
carry the label 'E10' and a warning that
it might not be suitable for all cars, and
the advice to consult the manufacturer.
We recognise that the latter advice
might be a bit tricky for the owners of
some historic vehicles.

Supermarket petrol 

A recent invitation to receive Tesco
Club Card points when purchasing fuel
from an Esso petrol station led to a
conversation which revealed that Tes-
co sell Esso petrol and diesel, hence the
Club Card arrangement. As one of the
Big Three fuel retailers in the UK, Esso

have always been keen to protect their
quality image, so the sale of Esso fuel
by Tesco is an interesting development
which might go some way to refute the
popularly held myth that supermarket
petrol is of lower quality than that sold
by the oil majors.

New petroleum regulations 

A document issued for consultation by
the Health and Safety Executive this
month covers the revision of the rules
governing the handling and sale of pet-
rol. The new legislation is mainly con-
cerned with garage forecourts and the
like, but it does also cover proposed
new rules for the domestic storage of
petrol for use in lawn mowers, boats
etc., so it is also of interest for the his-
toric vehicle owner. There does not
seem too much to be concerned about,

as the domestic storage proposal is for
individuals to be permitted to store up
to 10 litres in plastic containers, or up
to 20 litres in metal containers, all such
storage containers to be suitably
marked. For those who are interested
or who would like the opportunity to
comment, the consultation document
can be found on the following link: ht-
tp://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/
cd264.htm. The consultation period
runs until 7 February 2014.
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DVLA 
Nigel Harrison

Demise of Proof of Insurance Requirement 

From 16 December, there is no longer
a requirement to provide proof of in-
surance when renewing VED, or when
a vehicle is being taxed for the first
time. However, although the insurance
certificate is not required to be pro-
duced, in the case of an age-related ap-
plication the owner will still need to
inform the insurance company of the
allocated registration number, and get
an amended Certificate of Insurance. 

Quoting the Roads Minister: “We want
to make it as easy as possible for mo-
torists to access government services.
Getting rid of needless bits of paper,

making changes to free up motorists
time, whilst saving money for the tax-
payer is all part of our commitment to
get rid of unnecessary red tape”. How-
ever, there is still a requirement for a
vehicle to be insured if it is taxed. This
is picked up under the Continuous In-
surance Enforcement (CIE). Under
that system, a comparison is made be-
tween vehicles that are taxed, and vehi-
cles that are insured. If a vehicle is
taxed but not insured, or there is a
failed match between the taxed vehicle
database, and the insured vehicle data-
base, there will soon be a letter in the
post, which needs to be reacted to.

MoT and Exemption Declaration 

When a vehicle is taxed, if it is subject
to an MoT, then an original MoT cer-
tificate is still required. If it is a pre-
1960 vehicle, it will be exempt from an
MoT. However, DVLA have indicated
that if it is exempt and being taxed for

the first time, or a tax renewal is being
done, (except for online) then there is
still a requirement for an MoT exemp-
tion form, V112 or V112G to be com-
pleted. 

Automatic SORN Renewals 

Any SORN (Statutory Off Road Noti-
fication) which expired after 16 De-
cember will be renewed automatically.
Previously the default after a SORN
had expired was that a vehicle needed
to be taxed unless SORN was declared.

With the new continuous SORN sys-
tem, there is still a requirement to noti-
fy DVLA of any changes in vehicle or
keeper details, including an address
change. The consequences of not noti-
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fying DVLA of an address change of
any vehicle can be quite significant. 

There are some desirable vehicles
where the registration number and
chassis number is in the public domain.
If someone wishes to clone that vehicle
all they have to do, if they want a V5C,
is to fill in a V62 form, indicating the
registration number, and chassis
number. DVLA then write to the last
registered keeper, and if DVLA don't
get a reply within two weeks of post-
ing, a new V5C is issued to the owner
of the cloned vehicle. If it is years later
when DVLA is notified of the correct
address of the original competition ve-
hicle then it can be quite difficult to un-

ravel things, particularly if the cloned
vehicle has been sold on. The cloned
vehicle owner suddenly finds out his
vehicle is not what he thought it was,
and possibly worth a much smaller
sum. It would lose all rights to display
the replicated registration number, and
depending on circumstances could be
allocated an age-related number or
even a Q plate. It is likely that both ve-
hicles will have to subject to a close in-
spection by DVLA/the police. There
will be a delay in the issuing of a V5C
to the genuine vehicle owner. Much of
this would have been prevented if the
genuine vehicle owner had notified
DVLA of his new address, when the
change occurred. 
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Sales and Wants
Seats for Sale
The Editor has a pair of front seats for
sale. Although they were removed
from his AVJ van, they are “not quite”
Austin Seven!

They are in reasonable condition – see
photo – and are very comfortable. £150

Contact details inside front cover.

Austin Seven Items for Sale
John Hazell has the following for sale. Contact him on 01953 488219
Steel dash panel for an 
Ulster with brackets £30

Early flywheel, starter ring 
and clutch plates £40

Exhaust manifolds: 1 x updraft 
2 x that require inlet manifolds 
and 1 x ruby/late box £ 10 ea

Cylinder block  £40

Several sets of tappets 
and guides £5/set

Various piston sets 
(std, +20, +40 used) £ 10 /set

Con rod sets £25/set

2 x front springs £ 15 ea

High compression cylinder 
heads (2off) £ 50/60 ea

ALR aluminium 45 degree 
inlet manifold (suit SU or 
Stromberg carb) new/unused £20

1 Y4 Stromberg carb (Zenith) 
new old stock £50

Sports prop shaft (1933/4) £25

Bulkhead petrol tank 
(requires plate on top) £10

Rear petrol tank suit box/ruby £15

Radiator cowls: 1 x Ruby £10 
2 x chrome box £20/50
1 x fibre glass (box style 
suit special) £10
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Radiator for box/chummy? 
(screw type radiator cap) £100

Radiator for box (requires repair/re-
build) £10

2 x 17 inch Ruby wheels 
with usable tyres £ 30/pr

2 x 19 inch' wheels, 
I x 17 inch wheel £l0ea

Crankcase complete with all 
parts required for rebuild minus 
usable crankshaft (the one I 
have got would require the shaft 
being built up for the bearings) £120

Camshafts (2off) £15

Set of bevel timing gears £20

Fan belt engine casting (2 off) £15

Ruby engine oil filler tube (vgc) £5

2 x Oil pumps 
(good used condition) £ 10 ea

Lucas DK4 distributor 
(new parts fitted) £35

Side light sets chrome 
or black/chrome ring (vgc) £ 50/set

Engine starter handle nose cones
2 x long, 1 x short £20 ea

Front axle, complete with 
wheel hubs brakes etc £ 50
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What’s On
The Events Calendar for 2014 is on page 26. Don’t forget to check the latest version
on the website at www.na7c.co.uk. The Club’s Events Coordinator is Dave Rix,
who can be contacted on 01508 493419 or rixna7c@waitrose.com. 

Here are some of the events over the next few months:

Saturday 5 April – Ufford Vintage Cars. Ufford, Suffolk – just turn up! Contact
Dave Rix for details.

Sun 13 April – Halesworth to Snape Run. Halesworth Main Car Park – 10.00am
Paul Maulden 01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com

Tuesday 15 April – NA7C Meeting –.Rubber Band Racing Night. Jubilee Hall,
East Tuddenham – 7:30 pm. There’s just time for you to build the winning car!
Details from Paul Maulden (01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com)

Sunday 27 April – Drive It Day – For Drive It Day this year we are planning to visit
the North Walsham Motorcycle Museum. We intend to meet by the river at Coltishall
(for a pub lunch or a picnic) at around noon, then move off to North Walsham at
about 2pm. Route maps will be provided. Contact Dave Rix for details.

Sunday 11 May – Daffodil Craft & Country Fair. Langley School, Loddon 07717
716505

Sunday 25 May – A Saunter Through the Saints. Meet at Mettingham Old Victo-
rian Tea Rooms (NR35 1TL) 10.00-10.30. Details from Paul Maulden (01986
872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com)

Sunday 1 June – King’s Lynn Lions Fun Day at The Walks, King’s Lynn. 12 –
5pm Details from John Groom (01945 474196)

Sunday 8 June – Euston Rural Pastimes. Euston Park, nr Thetford (07880 797891
or kevin.burton.cfb@btinternet.com}
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Saturday/Sunday 14/15 June – Swanton Morley Tractor & Bygones Rally.
Village Hall, Swanton Morley. Details from Ian Spooner (01362 692365 or
ian.spooner@btinternet.com)

Tuesday 1 June – NA7C Meeting –.Drive It Night. Jubilee Hall, East Tuddenham
– 7:30 pm. We hope to provide a barbecue, which proved very popular last year.
Details from Dave Rix

Sunday 22 June – Yaxham Vintage Day. Village Hall, Yaxham. Details from P
Rutherford (01362 698699)

Saturday 28 June – Sloughbottom Park Classic Vehicle Show. Sloughbottom
Park, Sweetbriar Lane, Mile Cross, Norwich. Details from Nick Walmsley (01603
782758 (7pm - 9pm only) or austinick@btinternet.com)
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NA7C Events Calendar 2014
Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event     Bold type = NA7C Supported Event

Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C
Grey shaded – a new or amended event

Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event

Date Event Venue Contact

Apr 5 Sat Ufford Vintage Cars Ufford, Suffolk - just turn 
up!

Dave Rix 01508 493419
rixna7c@waitrose.com

13 Sun Halesworth to Snape Run Halesworth Main Car Park 
- 10.00am

Paul Maulden 01986 872537 
paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com

15 Tue NA7C Meeting - Rubber Band Racing Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Paul Maulden 01986 872537 
paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com

27 Sun Drive It Day – Drive from Coltishall to 
North Walsham Motorcycle Museum

Meet in Coltishall (near river) 
between 12.00 and 2pm

Dave Rix
www.mc-museum.freeserve.co.uk

27 Sun NNCVC St Georges Day Run 01263 826042
www.nncvc.org.uk

May 4 Sun Wymonham Old Timers Wroxham Barns 01953 605311

4
5

Sat 
Sun

Stradsett Park Vintage Rally Stradsett Park, Downham 
Market

Chris Hunt 
01366 388907 

11 Sun Daffodil Craft & Country Fair Langley School, Loddon 07717 716505

18 Sun Classic Car & Bike Rally Skeyton Goat 01692 538600
18 Sun Rackheath Vintage Fayre Rackheath Andrew Savage

01603 860138 

18 Sun Molentocht Rally Dutch Windmill Run Dave Rix

18 Sun Classic Car & Bike Rally Skeyton Goat 01692 538600

20 Tue NA7C Meeting Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dave Rix 

24
25
26

Sat
Sun
Mon

Strumpshaw Steam Rally Strumpshaw, nr Norwich Paul Worbey  
07850 195622

25 Sun A Saunter Through the Saints Mettingham Old Victorian 
Tea Rooms (NR35 1TL) 
10.00-10.30

Paul Maulden 01986 872537 
paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com

26 Mon Costessey Fete The Costessey Centre, 
Longwater Lane, Old Cost-
essey

Dave Rix 
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Jun 1 Sun King’s Lynn Lions Fun Day The Walks, King’s Lynn 
12 – 5pm

John Groom
01945 474196

8 Sun Euston Rural Pastimes Euston Park, nr Thetford 07880 797891
kevin.burton.cfb@btinternet.com 

14
15

Sat 
Sun

Swanton Morley Tractor & Bygones 
Rally

Village Hall, Swanton 
Morley

Ian Spooner 01362 692365 
ian.spooner@btinternet.com

17 Tue NA7C Meeting
Drive It Night

Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dave Rix 

Jun 21 
22

Sat 
Sun

Vintage Rally & Country Fair< Goodrich Park, Palgrave, 
Suffolk IP22 1BA

Dave Rix 
www.throughtheages.co.uk

22 Sun Yaxham Vintage Day Village Hall, Yaxham P Rutherford 01362 698699

28 Sat Sloughbottom Park Classic Vehicle 
Show

Sloughbottom Park, 
Sweetbriar Lane, 
Mile Cross, Norwich

Nick Walmsley 01603 
782758 (7pm - 9pm only)
austinick@btinternet.com

Jul 5
6

Sa
Sun

Vintage Transport Festival North Norfolk Railway 01263 820800

12
13

Sat
Sun

Wings & Wheels Heveningham Hall  01728 832363
mike.rolf@talktalk.net 

13 Sun Buxton Bash Buxton Recreation Ground Just turn up!
15 Tue NA7C Meeting Jubilee Hall, 

East Tuddenham - 7:30pm
Dave Rix 

19 
20

Sat 
Sun

NA7C Rally at Norwich Motor Show Royal Norfolk 
Showground

Dave Rix 

20 Sun Classic, Custom Car & Motorbike Show St John's School Playing 
Field, Hoveton

Nick Walmsley 01603 
782758 (7pm - 9pm only)
austinick@btinternet.com

26
27

Sat
Sun

Old Buckenham Air Show Old Buckenham Airfield Dave Rix 
www.oldbuckenhamairshow.co.uk

26
27

 Sat
Sun

Holkham Country Fair CANCELLED

27 Sun Wander to Wheatfen From Elvins Garage, Por-
ingland (11.30am) to 
Wheatfen Nature Reserve, 
the home of naturalist Ted 
Ellis in Surlingham

Dave Rix 
www.wheatfen.org

Aug 10 Sun RAFA Day - Norfolk & Suffolk 
Aviation Museum

Flixton Dave Rix 
www.aviationmuseum.net

17 Sun Classic Vehicle Show & Autojumble Stoneham Barns, Suffolk Ray Witton 01473 65566 
ray.68w@btinternet.com

19 Tue NA7C Meeting Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dave Rix 

23 
24

Sat 
Sun

King’ Lynn Lions Charity Event< Norton Hill Railway, 
Hall Farm, Snettisham

John Groom
01945 474196

24 
25

Sun
Mon

Village at War Gressenhall Farm & 
Workhouse, Dereham

01362 869259
more info to follow

Date Event Venue Contact
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Please Note: All the above events and dates are subject to change. 
Visit our website at www.na7c.co.uk for the latest information

Sep 16 Tues NA7C Meeting Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dave Rix 

20 
21

Sat 
Sun

Henham Grand Steam Rally Henham Park 01502 714083
www.henhamsteamrally.com

28 Sun VSCC Race Meeting Snetterton Circuit www.vscc.co.uk/page/events

Oct 4
5

Sat 
Sun

Vintage Fair Pensthorpe Nature 
Reserve, Fakenham

Graham Turner 
01692 671793

5 Sun Steam Up & Model Engineers Day Forncett Steam Museum, 
Low Road, Forncett St 
Mary NR16 1JJ 

Dave Rix
www.forncettsteammuseum.co.uk

21 Tues NA7C Meeting Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dave Rix 

Nov 18 Tues NA7C Meeting Jubilee Hall, 
East Tuddenham - 7:30pm

Dave Rix 

Dec 9 Tues NA7C Christmas Dinner Wensum Valley Hotel, Golf 
and Country Club, 
Beech Avenue, Taverham, 
Norwich

Paul Maulden 01986 872537 
paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com

Date Event Venue Contact



And Finally...
Arthur’s Tap

Dave Rix relates a true tale with no mention of cars!

Long years ago, in the nineteen eighties,
fellow club member John Lain and I be-
longed to the then highly-successful Bergh
Apton Indoor Carpet Bowls Club, which
swept the board in most competitions and
leagues.

One year we won our way through to rep-
resent Norfolk in a National event at the re-
cently-opened state-of-the-art Sports
Centre in Bury St Edmunds.
After the first round of games, a visit to the
shiny new toilets was deemed necessary.
Barney (not the Halesworth one!), Arthur
and I took up our positions and did the nec-
essary. Being first to the wash basin I no-
ticed an object that looked like a sort of
dipswitch, sticking up from the floor under
said basin. Protruding from the tiled wall
was a chrome pipe – evidently the tap, but
without any obvious means of turning it
on! Being somewhat more alert in those
days, I soon realised that pressing the thing
on the floor meant water from the tap! 
Barney was soon at my side and asked
“How did you turn this **** thing on?” so
I pointed at the floor. Arthur hauled up on
my other side and looked puzzled and
asked the same question, but at that
moment something possessed me to
say “You have to speak to it,
Arthur.”
“Speak to it?” he queried. “You
have to say ON” I replied and, ad-
dressing my tap, I called out ON at
the same time pressing the button
on the floor. 
Of course water flowed and
when I called STOP and
lifted my foot the water
ceased. “Blarst me,”

exclaimed Arthur “Never seen such a
thing.” He leaned towards his pipe and
called “On!” Nothing happened, so he tried
again, but to no avail. “Let me do it,” I said,
and saying “On” pressed his button with
my foot and let it up when saying “Stop”.
Arthur tried again and again with different
levels of voice but the tap remained dry.
Barney said “Let me try,” and lo and be-
hold, water issued forth. “I’ll hev another
go” said Arthur, but in spite of threats and
imploring, the tap never let a drop out.
By now this spectacle had attracted a lot of
attention and had reduced me and others to
helpless, laughing wrecks, Arthur shouted
and whispered with his mouth a couple of
inches away from the pipe, but no water
came. “B***** me,” he cried, ‘I can’t get
the b***** thing to work”. Eventually,
Barney spoke to Arthur’s tap so he could
wash his hands.
The team had a meal together at the Maid
Marion pub that evening when we let
Arthur into the secret of the tap, But like
Queen Victoria he wasn’t as amused as we
were.
Arthur and Barney are in adjacent graves

now, where no doubt they discuss the ifs
and buts of games long gone.
And we didn’t win!



Club Sales
The following items are available from Paul Mauldon

(01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com) or at Club meetings

Posters – £5 
Only a few left!
Will not be reprinted

Binder for “Grey Mags” 
or “Natter”

holds 12 copies – £5

AUSTIN SEVEN BOOKS
from

MARGARET MOTORS BOOKSHOP
Bessingham, North Norfolk

A Huge Stock of

New and Used
Books Relating to Austin Sevens

Plus many other books on old cars and related subjects

Contact Henry and Jennifer Thorne
01263 577366

Club Clothing

Fleeces – £29.50 
Polo Shirts – £12.50 

Baseball Caps – £8.50

All available in a variety of 
colours and sizes
Details from Paul

90th Anniversary Tea Towel
£4

Stainless Steel 
Radiator Badges – £9.95 

Also available
Vinyl Windscreen badges

One large and one small badge – £1.50 per set


