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News

Editorial.

Samuel Johnson once wrote, “When
two Englishmen meet, their first talk is
of the weather.” Well, there has been
plenty to talk about during this record-
breakingly bad summer. We have seen
rallies and shows cancelled and cur-
tailed. We have been blown away and
washed away. However, is the uncer-
tain weather the only reason that num-
bers attending rallies seem to be
falling? Our Events Co-ordinator,
Dave Rix, tries to ensure that there is a
wide range of events on our calendar,
hopefully appealing to a wide audi-
ence. If you feel that your needs are not
being addressed, please speak to Dave.

The discussion regarding the abolition
of MOT tests for older cars rumbles on.
On page 26 is the latest report from the
FBHVC regarding this topic. Interest-
ingly, the results of the public consul-
tation exercise show that of all the

groups who responded, only vehicle
owners were against the scheme. 

Our experience, gained by talking to
enthusiasts at shows and rallies since
the announcement of the new scheme
is that the majority are not in favour of
abolition. Many anticipate big increas-
es in insurance premiums for “untest-
ed” vehicles. 

We may never know the real reason be-
hind this change – financial, political,
or, as some conspiracy-theorists have
suggested, part of a long-term plan to
restrict the use of old vehicles – but we
don’t think we have heard the last of it.

Another Government scheme that has
attracted much criticism is the plan to
close local DVLA offices. The latest
report is on page 28.

Rick

The next edition of the NA7ter will be published in January 2013. 
Please let me have any contributions before 31 December. 

Contact details are on the inside front cover
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News

A Warwick Weekend
The Editor and friends join in the celebrations of the 90th anniversary
The afternoon of Saturday 21 July
found Cherry and the Editor heading
west down the A11 in the company of
Tricia and Dave Rix, who had kindly
volunteered to be chauffeurs for the
weekend. We were all off to Warwick,
where the 90th anniversary of the Aus-
tin Seven was to be celebrated - and for
once, the weather looked promising.

We had booked rooms at the “Days
Inn”, on the M40 just south of War-
wick, and arrived there late in the after-
noon. The accommodation proved to
be excellent – the only disadvantage
was having to drive down the south-
bound motorway to the next junction
before going back north to reach the
town.

Having taken the advice of the hotel re-
ceptionist we headed out for a meal at
a local pub, then decide to visit War-
wick and recce the site of the show. We
discovered that the rally field – the
playing fields of Warwick school –
was on the road into town from the mo-
torway and already crowded with cars.
A walk round the town centre revealed
several parked “Sevens”, while others
drove around with headlights doing
their best to penetrate the dusk!

The following morning, proudly wear-
ing our NA7C tee-shirts, we headed
back to the town. Public parking was
available opposite the school (£4.50 all
day – a bargain) and entry to the show-
ground was free.

“Little Boxes...”
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Our first port of call – armed with our
shopping lists – was the two rows of
traders and autojumblists. Both Dave
and the Editor soon filled their orders
and a trip back to the car was called for.
It was at this point that the first prob-
lem arose – we kept stopping to chat to
people! Some from Norfolk; others
from further afield; some we hadn’t
seen for years; and some we’d never
met but knew from phoning or email-
ing. While it was great to put “faces to
names” and to swap stories with long-
lost Austineers, it did prevent swift
progress around the showground.

On the field over 500 cars were ar-
ranged in approximate age order, with
Chummies nearest the front. They
were further subdivided, with specials,
vans, Big Sevens, Swallows, etc all
marshalled in groups. It was very well-
organised. Chatting to NA7C member
Chris Charles, who was on steward du-
ties, we learnt that only days before the
start the field had been flooded and at
least four different schemes for mar-
shalling the cars – other than that orig-
inally shown in the programme – had
been proposed before the final version.
Well done to all the team.

A panoramic view of the assembled Sevens – courtesy of Chris Charles

A flight of Swallows
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Amongst the “Norfolk” cars were
Hamish Alger’s van, Charles Levien’s
Paxton, David Charles’ and John Wy-
ett’s RNs, Roger Harnor’s Big Seven,
Brian Norfolk’s boat-tail and Dave
Witton’s Tourer. Apologies if you
were there and not named – but it was
a big field!

Around the edges of the field, apart
from the aforementioned traders, vari-
ous clubs and associations had set up
their stalls. There was also a bar. This
was the only thing that we found lack-

ing, as they ran out of both food and
draught beer early in the afternoon.
Perhaps an outside caterer would have
been a better option?

An excellent jazz band entertained us
during the afternoon while a small
“cinema” showed Austin-related films.
At various times during the day the
Norfolk contingent came together –
generally adjacent to the bar – and we
met up with Philip and Tricia Jepson,
who planned to spend the night at our
hotel, to which we headed late in the
afternoon, tired and sunburnt.

The following morning, before return-
ing to Norfolk, we paid a visit to the
Heritage Motor Museum at Gaydon,
about five miles from our hotel.
Amongst the 300 cars on display are
several “Sevens” (plus a Dixi and a
Datsun). If you haven’t been yet, it is
well worth making the journey.

Christmas Dinner
The Club’s Christmas Dinner will be held on Tuesday 11 December 
(7 for 7.30pm) at the Wensum Valley Hotel, Golf and Country Club,
Beech Avenue, Taverham, Norwich, NR8 6HP – see map opposite.
There will be a three-course waiter-service meal, followed by coffee and mints. It
will be served in a reserved room, with a bar service. 

There will be the usual raffle and donations for that will be appreciated

The cost is £20 per head. A booking form is on page 31
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The menus is:
Chef’s Home-made Soup or 

Melon & Proscuitto Ham with Raspberry Dressing

Roast Sirloin of Beef with Yorkshire Pudding (served med to well done) 
or Breast of Chicken Stuffed with Fresh Leeks Served with Creamy 

Mushroom Sauce
or Potato Leek & Spinach pie with White Wine Cream Sauce & Puff Top

Apple Crumble & Home-made Custard or Chocolate Trio 

Coffee & Mints.

Please talk to Paul Maulden 
(01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com)

if you have any questions about the Christmas Dinner

NORWICH

WENSUM
VALLEY 
HOTEL

A47

A47

A11

A1067
A140

TAVERHAM

A120

TAVERHAM GARDEN CENTRE

SCHOOL
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Pakenham Watermill
Brian and Jean Barnard enjoy a day out
Here's a belated account of our day at
Pakenham Watermill on the 17th June.

It was a lovely sunny day and we took
a leisurely drive out to Pakenham.
Some stretches of the road were quite
fast but we tucked into the kerb and let
everything pass, only holding some
cars up through the villages. 

There were quite a number of cars at
the mill when we arrived and more
came in during the morning – a nice
mix of vehicles. Winnie was parked
next to a Ferrari! We did take a picnic
but there was plenty of food available,
a barbecue and lovely cakes...Yum!

The mill was working so we had a very
interesting tour round. One of the vol-
unteers had got there early to light the

oven as it takes four hours to get to
temperature and he baked various
types of bread which we were able to
sample. It's not easy to get the temper-
ature right and some of the loaves were
a bit overdone – black in fact!

We had a lovely stroll along the river
bank and then back to listen to the Bury
Concert Band. A lovely day!

The idea was to leave about 3.30 as the
Oliver Cromwell steam train was com-
ing through Halesworth at 5pm, but
you know what it's like with our little
cars, more people arrived and wanted
to know more of the history of the
Austins so it was 4pm before we got
away and we hurried back as fast as
safety, brakes and my nerves would al-
low and screeched(?) into the station
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car park as the train was pulling in,
only to find that Oliver Cromwell had
broken down the night before, the re-
placement steam train broke down that
morning and the old carriages were be-
ing pulled by a diesel. What a disap-

pointment after our hair-raising ride to
get there. 

I'm sure we'll be at Pakenham next
year, it's such a lovely place.

750 Motor Club Norfolk Centre to Close
The following announcement, by Biz Bizzel, Chairman of the 750 Motor
Club Norfolk Centre, appears in their latest Newsletter
It is with deep regret that we have to
announce the closure of the 750 Motor
Club Norfolk Centre.

The decision was taken at the EGM on
the 4th of September 2012 after discus-
sion on why we have poor attendance
at our monthly evening meetings and if
there was anything else we could do to
improve the situation.

The main reason for our falling attend-
ance seems to be that time is catching
up with us and our cars. Deteriorating
hearing and eyesight make driving af-
ter dark less pleasurable and much
more difficult. It is also getting more
dangerous as speed and lighting differ-
entials between old and modern cars
continue to diverge. Rising fuel costs
and falling incomes could also be con-
tributory factors.

The lack of interesting speakers dis-
courages attenders and poor attendanc-
es discourage efforts to think of

interesting topics or speakers. This vi-
cious circle has spiralled out of control,
and is rapidly converging on no-one to
talk to no-one.

A suggestion from one of the four re-
turned questionnaires to change the
meeting to a lunchtime one at a selec-
tion of pubs on a Saturday or Sunday
was considered, but rejected. No other
suggestions as to how to improve the
situation were forthcoming and so we
came to the inevitable conclusion.

The Centre will continue to meet on the
first Tuesday for the next few months
whilst the winding up procedures are
followed, but the meetings are likely to
be just ‘Noggin and Natters’.

It is anticipated that we will go out with
a bang, or perhaps just a blow-out,
sometime in the spring next year. We
have permission to blow some of our
funds on an event to celebrate the
achievements of the Norfolk Centre.

The moral of this sad story - “Use It or Lose It”
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Our Cars

An Alpine Amble
Charles Levien goes mountaineering
Earlier this year Judy and I undertook a
trip to Interlaken, covering some 1600
miles in our 1937 Opal, “Mavis”. The
Alpine Amble, organised by North
Herts 750 Motor Club celebrated the
90th. Anniversary of the first Austin
Seven produced and the event, taking a
fortnight, provided some great experi-
ences, not least being able to drive for
hours at a time through sunny France
on uncluttered roads. 

Around 45 Austin Sevens took part
plus a handful of classic cars so our to-

tal number was close to a hundred.
Very few drivers chose to go in con-
voy: the fun was had waving to passing
Sevens while having a picnic and, of
course, if a car was seen with the bon-
net up there was always a shout of “are
you OK?” as they went by.

We had four days at Interlaken, high-
lights being a visit to a farm making
cheese where we had a good lunch –
mostly cheese – and 15 minutes of ex-
citement in the air when we both did a
paraglide, taking off from a meadow

Taking a breather 
after a steep climb
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1500 feet above the town. I told my
“pilot” that I had done parachuting in
the TA so he let me have a go pulling
on the rigging lines. We seemed to
come down fairly quickly after that!

Our only mechanical trouble was a
leaking petrol union where somebody
had previously over tightened the ban-
jo connecting pipe to carb. (not me,
guv!) causing a small crack which
threatened to develop into a larger
problem. This was where a last minute
decision to take some “super glue”
proved lucky. I had already used it on
the way to Dover when my 1937 rear
view mirror fell off. This time I just ran
a good lot into the brass thread before

swiftly tightening the union. This has
made a perfect seal and I see no reason
to do any more to it.

We built up a lot of confidence in our
little Mavis, climbing over the Jura
mountains in snow and descending the
alpine passes – but I have had to reline
all the brakes since getting back.

The Opal proved an ideal car for this
sort of jaunt as it’s happy cruising
along at around 45mph plus and space
for luggage is just adequate for two but
most importantly – unlike my Special –
it has doors, a hood and springs, with-
out which my dear wife and navigator
would not have gone!

Club member Stuart Dean attended the
recent War & Peace Show in Kent –
billed as the largest military vehicle
spectacular in the world. 

Stuart writes:
I used the Austin Special to ferry 
World War Two veterans around the 
show ground. True to its nature I was 
dressed in an RAF uniform to 
simulate the “pilot on leave” look 
whilst taking part in the living 
history section of the show.

War & Peace
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Graham Makepeace’s Imp Special
Paul Bellison, on the 
conversion he has 
just completed

The car started as a rusty 1938
Ruby Saloon. Graham decided
he wanted a two-seat sports
version and looked at and pur-
chased a Chris Gould body. 

The remainder of the car had a
nut-and-bolt rebuild, retaining
as many parts as possible. The
new body was then painted, fit-
ted and upholstered etc. 

The car was started in September 2011 and handed back to a very happy Graham on
the Jubilee weekend.
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Runs & Rallies

Mile Cross Community Festival – 30 June
Sloughbottom Showers
Once again the Classic Vehicle Show
element of the Festival was under the
control of NA7C member Nick
Walmsley, who had mustered around
65 assorted cars and motorcycles –
mostly post war/60s/70s, but there
were a handful of earlier cars, includ-
ing a nice convertible AC and a “trac-
tion avant” Citroen.

Nick himself came in his 1935 Austin
Ten Litchfield, while other club mem-
bers included Phil Sharp in his Ruby

(with Patricia in her Spitfire) and the
Editor and Cherry in their 1929 A7
Special. 

A couple of sudden heavy showers had
the good-sized crowd dashing for cov-
er – and the Editor dashing for his tar-
paulin – but apart from that the weather
stayed bright and warm and everyone
appeared to have a good time looking
at the cars and visiting the various oth-
er attractions on offer.

Austins at Sloughbottom
Nick Walmsley’s Ten,
Phil Sharp’s Ruby
and the Editor’s 
Special
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Tibenham Heritage Air Festival – 8 July
Another Wet Airfield!
It was Old Buckenham Part II as far as
the weather was concerned, with show-
ers – some of them heavy and pro-
longed – throughout the day. However,
the organisation and marshalling was
much better and we did receive free en-
try – although our passengers had to
pay, which came as a bit of a shock! 

Our cars were lined up on the grass be-
tween the hangar and the runway along
with other club entries – the MG Own-
ers Club, Rolls-Royce, Triumph Stag
and TR Clubs and the Lotus Club, plus
a general park for “classics”.

There were one or two non-starters, for
various reasons, but the final line-up
(seen above) eventually comprised five
club A7s plus two guests. From left to
right, they are: Charles Levien’s Pax-
ton Special; Judy Levien and her sister
in the Opal; a Big Seven Sixlite and a
1934 Austin 10 (guests); Phil and Pa-
tricia Sharp in their Ruby; the AJ Tour-
er of John and Janet Matthews; and the
Editorial RP. Also present, though
marshalled with the moderns – sorry,
“classics” – were John Clark in the
Bristol and Philip and Tricia Jepson in
their Mini. There was also a big collec-
tion of WW2 military vehicles and the
hangar housed several Lotus Grand
Prix cars, including a Lotus 51, JPS
and Lotus 69.

Nothing really stood out amongst the
other cars on display, although John
Staveley from the Jaguar Club had
brought along his Bugatti Coupe and
there was a nice big 1930s Buick.

The poor weather and low visibility
curtailed the flying programme, but



Runs & Rallies

October 2012 13

there were impressive displays from
six Yak 50s, two pairs of Pitts Specials
from the Wildcats and Trig aerobatics
teams, a two-seat Spitfire and a glider.

The organisers, who were giving 20%
of any profit to charity, said later that
they were pleased with the turn-out, es-
timated at around 3,000, given the
weather conditions.

The Festival was arranged to mark the
70th anniversary of the arrival of

American airmen in Norfolk during
WW2. Tibenham, now the home of the
Norfolk Gliding Club, was a Liberator
base and home of the 445th Bomb
Group of the Eighth Air Force from
Autumn 1943 to May 1945. 

The Hollywood actor James Stewart, a
Colonel in the USAAF, flew twenty
combat missions from Tibenham and
Old Buckenham and was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross and the
Croix de Guerre.

Assorted Austins on parade at the Bawdswell Extravaganza ( 2 September)

The Austineer’s Perfect Christmas Present

Miss Daisy’s Diaries

Signed copies available at £7.50 plus £2.50 P&P
Contact Pam Hunt

On 01437 899 966 or pamela-hunt@btconnect.com
Or write to 

Pam Hunt, 2 The Kilns, Llangwm, 
Haverfordwest,Pembrokeshire, SA62 4HG

With cheque for £10.00 and details of what dedication you’d like.
Keep up with Miss Daisy online - www.missdaisydiaries.co.uk
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A Visit to Reymerston Hall – 15 July
The Club’s annual outing to the home of our President, Wing
Commander Ken Wallis
Unsettled weather may have reduced
the number of members attending, but
a good selection of cars (seen above)
turned out and their drivers and passen-
gers enjoyed Ken’s hospitality.

Dave Rix arrived in his 1926 Chummy,
with Tricia in a borrowed 1938 Big
Seven Sixlite. Jim and Jonathan Hunt
came in their 1927 Top Hat Saloon,
Michael Spinks drove his 1933 RP and

Martin Jones’ magnificent 
1928 Model A Ford
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Phil and Patricia Sharp arrived in their
1935 Ruby. John Wyett came in his
1932 RN, with John and Janet Mat-
thews in their 1934 AJ Tourer, while
Cherry drove the Editorial RP. The Ed-
itor came in his 1929 Special.

There were several “Non-Sevens”.
Martin Jones came in his magnificent
but as-yet unfinished 1928 Model A
Ford (seen opposite), while new mem-
bers Dennis Jackman and Mary arrived
in a sporty Daimler Dart – their RP is
still in bits – together with their friend
Howard Reeder in an equally sporty
1960 Healey 3000.

After lunch with Chairman John
Groom, Ken showed us round his
workshops, reminiscing on his long
flying career and pointing out many in-
teresting artifacts, including his origi-
nal autogyro rotor head, incorporating
an Austin Seven half-shaft (seen right,
proudly bearing the Club badge!).

Our thanks, as always, go to Ken for
his hospitality.

New Members
Please join us in welcoming the following new – and returning –
members to the club:
David Lawrence lives at Ter-
rington St Clement, near King’s
Lynn and owns a 1936 Ruby.

John White, an early member of
NA7C, has rejoined the club. John
lives in Norwich and has a beauti-
fully-restored 1937 Opal



Runs & Rallies

16 Norfolk NA7ter

Worstead Festival – 29 July
“Getting a quart in a pint pot” – Dave Rix reports
A fine and sunny start to the day at-
tracted a good and varied turnout of 16
cars to this recently revamped event.

Early arrivals were Phil and Trisha
Sharpe with their master Winston in
their Ruby. John Wyett in his RN must
have been the furthest travelled – from
Wretton – although Paul and Liz in the
story-writing Ruby had a good old
stamp up from Halesworth.

It was good to meet up with Jamie
Rogerson with his ’29 Gordon Eng-
land, he and Karen had a stand at the
village hall showing his artistic metal-
work among which were a couple of
unusual design windmills which were
very attractive.

Graham and Claudia Makepeace
brought along their Gould-bodied Imp
and Graham explained the various
mods and fettling required to fit the
body to a satisfactory standard (see
page 10 - Editor). Chris was also there
with his Ruby, which looked in fine
health.

John and Janet Mathews (AJ Tourer)
joined the fray (Janet and myself  sat
together at school in the dark ages and
it was quite a surprise to meet up again
when they joined the club) as did Jim
Hunt and family in the RP and Michael
Spinks in his big old Vauxhall.
Michael achieved his 15 minutes of
fame (see picture overleaf) by winning
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the ‘Best Pre-war Car’ trophy. Well
done Mike!

Three more big uns made up a quartet
on the stand, they being Janet and Dav-
id Lobb in the Vauxhall (but minus the
caravan), Colin and Mossie with their
open 12hp which hurriedly became a
closed 12hp later in the afternoon, and
Trevor Jenkins in his Bentley Le Mans.
His wife Mavis’s lovely Nippy decided
to have fuel pump problems on the way
home in the rain and was carried back
on a trailer. I don’t think Mavis was.

It was good to meet up with Nick
Walmsley in the Austin 10 Litchfield
which has a good original patina about
it and is in excellent order. An ex work-
mate of Phil’s by the name of David
Dack also shared our pitch with his Ru-
by, a future member perhaps? Finally
myself in Little Nell closely followed
by Mrs R in the 100E bombed through

the city centre (and back!) without
missing a beat. 

The tractors and military contingent
put up a fine show and there were sev-
eral heavy horse entries demonstrating
harrowing and raking (but not plough-
ing) this year. Various arts, crafts, and
food stalls made up the majority of the
other exhibits with the church and pub
doing extremely well, while the medi-
eval mob had a useful device that could
(silently) hurl rocks over the neigh-
bours fence if you felt that way in-
clined. (a trebuchet?).

It was not good that the parking area al-
located to the classic and vintage cars
was but a small part of the rolling acres
of a large field, and as a consequence
we were parked in a wedge shaped
space which was hard put to take the
cars. 

Michael 
Spinks 

receiving 
the trophy for 
‘Best Pre-war 

Car’
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However we all got sorted into an in-
teresting parking pattern on the hill-
side, the conversation on the stand
went with a swing, the chairs came out
and the clouds started to roll up!

I don’t think the parking problem
should deter us from another visit to
this venue and I would try to ensure we
be positioned nearer the entrance in fu-
ture.

Worstead Postscript

I emailed my comments about the parking to the organisers on Sunday evening and
received an apology and this explanation on Monday morning:  

“Our marshals made a poor job of parking some of you particularly the NNCV Club
and the NA7C. There should have been more room in these locations and our short-
comings have been noted and will be acted upon”.

... the chairs came out ...
Club members enjoy a 

mardle at Worstead



Runs & Rallies

October 2012 19

Hickling Magnificent Machinery Show & Autojumble – 5 August
The Editor is disappointed...
This was a new show and a new venue,
so a bit of an unknown quantity. In the
end we were a little disappointed as we
had one or two items on our shopping
lists and the advertised autojumble
failed to materialise. However there
was a good turnout of cars – mostly
post-war “classics” – and the weather
was not too bad.

Because of the forecast we went in the
RP saloon. We were joined by Colin
Aldrige, in his Twelve, Peter and Mary
Nichols in their Mk 2 Ruby and Dave
and Tricia Rix in their Lotus Elan.

Among the other cars there, only a cou-
ple stood out – a nice vintage Bull-nose
Morris and a 1930s Packhard.

Once again the seemingly inevitable
“short, sharp shower” sent owners and
visitors running for cover and heralded
an early exit for many of the exhibitors
– including the NA7C contingent.

Hopefully, if the show is repeated, it
will include the promised autojumble,
as it is a pleasant venue and well worth
a return visit.
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Norfolk & Suffolk Aviation Museum, Flixton – 12 August
Numbers down at RAFA Day 
Following last year’s good turn-out at
this event, 2012 saw a disappointing
response. 

Dave Rix came in his Chummy, with
Tricia in the now-familiar “borrowed”
Big Seven, while Paul and Liz
Maulden brought their Ruby. The Edi-
tor and Cherry, following last years de-
bacle, finally persuaded their Special
to attend. Also there was John Clark in
his 1968 Daimler, together with a fel-
low-member of the Wymondham Old
Timers in another Big Seven.

There was a display of WWII military
vehicles, together with a number of

charity stalls, tombolas and WWII-
themed exhibits. 

There were fly-pasts by an Auster, a
Spitfire and a Mustang. Unfortunately
the Lancaster was grounded by brake
problems.

Once again we took advantage of the
excellent carvery on offer at the adja-
cent “Buck Inn”. 

Entry to the museum is free – although
donations are requested – and with
over 60 complete or partial aircraft on
display it is well worth a visit. Full de-
tails can be seen on the museum’s web-
site at www.aviationmuseum.net.
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Stonham Barns Classic Car Show – 19 August
The hottest day of the year!
Another new venue for your editor
and, with a round trip of 100 miles, the
furthest we have ventured in “Cecil the
Special”. Also the biggest rally we
have attended in recent years, with
over 475 cars listed in the program,
plus motorbikes and commercials.

On arrival, excellent marshalling di-
rected us to the area where individual
(as opposed to club) entries were lined
up. The programme listed over 200 in
this class, including Dave and Tricia
Rix, who came in their Ford 100E,
David Lobb in his 1928 Vauxhall Sa-
loon and Barney and Jean Barnard in
their RP. Apart from these individual
entries there were big contingents from
other clubs: East Anglian Practical
Classics (120); Suffolk Vehicle Enthu-

siast Club (50); North Norfolk, Clacton
and Norwich Classic Vehicle Clubs
(10 each); plus one-make clubs for
Morris Minors, Marinas, Ford XRs and
others. There was also a good collec-
tion of hot-rods and early stock cars for
those that like them.

There were, as usual, relatively few
pre-war cars, but these included at least
four more Sevens and several other
Austins.

The sun shone and apart from a short
shower, the day was dry and hot. There
was a lot of interest in our cars from the
public and we received a couple of
membership enquiries, but to date they
have not been followed up.

The Barnard’s RP 
shelters under a brolly 

in the distance, with 
David Lobb’s Vaux-

hall to the fore



Runs & Rallies

22 Norfolk NA7ter

Classic Vehicle Show & Summer Fair – 26 August
Prizes galore!
This event was held at Beeston Hall
School, near Cromer and we attended
at the invitation of the North Norfolk
Classic Vehicle Club (NNCVC). They
asked our club along to provide a “pre-
war” element, as most of their mem-
bers have post-war cars. 

We took the Editorial RP, as the weath-
er forecast didn’t favour an open car
with no hood or tonneau. Other club
members present (also members of
NNCVC) were Richard and Val Hart
in their 1935 Roach Special and John
Clark in the now-familiar 1952 Bristol
401. There were over 150 cars lined up
on the school playing field, together
with charity stall, tombolas and all the

usual summer fair attractions. The fair
was in aid of Help For Heroes.

“Arena” attractions included demon-
strations of judo and dog agility and
performances by “Trix ‘n’ Stix”, a very
enthusiastic – and noisy – group of
young drummers.

At the prize giving, John Clark’s Bris-
tol was awarded the trophy in the
1950s class, but your Editor was most
surprised – and gratified – to receive
the pre-1940 trophy. We think we won
it for being the only pre-wear car that
wasn’t black and was still there at
4.30pm!

The Hart’s Roach Special

An unexpected prize!
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Village at War – Gressenhall – 27 August
A good turnout at this popular event
Fourteen club cars – plus a guest from
Suffolk – attended the annual “Village
at War” event at Gressenhall Farm and
Workhouse on Bank Holiday Monday.
They enjoyed good weather, an inter-
esting programme and excellent bacon
rolls – of which more later!

Cars attending, in order of seniority,
were: Dave Rix in his 1926 Chummy;
Philip and Tricia Jepson in their 1927
Chummy; David Lobb with his 1928
Vauxhall and Eccles caravan; Colin
Aldrige and Mossy in their 1928
Heavy 12/4 Tourer; the Editor in his
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1929 Special: and the Brierly family in
their 1930 AF Tourer.

Box Saloons comprised John Wyett in
his 1932 RN; Cherry in the Editorial
1933 RP, with Jim, Sue and Jonathan
Hunt in their 1934 model. Michael
Spinks came in his 1933 Vauxhall
Coupe. 

Rubies included Phil Sharp, smartly
tuned out in his RAF uniform, in his
1935 ARQ model; Martin Roper with
mum Pam and Paul and Liz Mauldon
in 1937 ARRs; and Mel Grainger and
his wife up from Suffolk. Finally, Tri-
cia Rix again came in the borrowed
1938 Big Seven Sixlite.

There was also a good selection of oth-
er cars on display – more than previous
years, and we managed to outnumber
the military vehicles too!

The morning began well with David
Lobb dispensing bacon rolls from the
back of his caravan. David kindly do-
nated the proceeds from his catering

venture to club funds and we thank him
for his generosity. He also caused
some amusement later in the day, when
a visitor to his caravan wondered how
he had achieved the authentic smell of
frying bacon!

A Griffon-engined Spitfire PRXIX
provided an exciting fly-past during
the afternoon, but the attractions on of-
fer seemed less than previous years,
particularly in the courtyard area.
However, there was still lots to see and
do around the site – and the weather
was good.

Stupid 
Boy!
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Sales & Wants

For Sale
John Wyet has the following items for sale:
• Austin Seven Manual by Doug Woodrow (the "Big Red Book") unmarked, 2003 

edition. £35 
• Mk2 Ruby: a pair of rear side window glass panels (at least that's what I think 

they are). Offers. 
• "T" type petrol pump, seems complete but will need a new diaphragm and a 

clean, priming lever is intact £30 ono. 
• Two pairs of "cowhorns". Offers. 
• Steering column and steering box, needs strip and clean. £10ono. 
• A Ruby interior rear window drain channel, needs repair, free to a good home! 
• Spare parts list (1586) Oct 1937 good condition (not a copy) £15 
• The Austin Seven Book by R T Nicholson, 6th Edition reprint from 1946 which 

still has the colour plate and fold out wiring diagram. In excellent condition 
(some pencilled notes inside front and back covers) you would be lucky to find a 
better one. £20 

• a pair of rear interior window surrounds for a Mk2 Ruby (or similar). £10 ono

John could bring any or all of these items to an NA7C meeting. 
Ring him on 01366 500165, or email jwyett@tiscali.co.uk

Wanted
The Editor is looking for the following:
• A Ruby steering wheel in good condition.
• A locking Ruby door-handle.

Ring him on 01362 696114, or email rick.fryer@tiscali.co.uk
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FBHVC News
The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs publishes a bi-monthly magazine
that highlights legislation and other topics which may affect our hobby. If any
member would like to read the magazine in full, please contact the Editor, or visit the
FBHVC website at www.fbhvc.co.uk

Historic Vehicle Mot Exemption Review
David Hurley discusses the results of the public consultation
A fuller breakdown of the review responses than that contained in the original
Department for Transport announcement is shown below. I acknowledge the assist-
ance of Jeaur Rahman of the DfT who gave me additional figures to improve clarity.

Of those responses that agreed with a review: total 325 (73%)

262 agreed with option 1 (up to 1960)
16 agreed with option 2 (up to 1945)
24 with option 3 (up to 1920)
23 preferred alternative options (not offered) 

Responses against a review: total 122 (27%)

It is appropriate to point out that even
if the respondent represents the views
of many, it is not weighted in any anal-

ysis. It is unfortunate that a couple of
classic motoring publications misread
the figures (and text) issued by DfT in

Total Responses 447 Those in support Those against

General public (including MPs 335 262 73

Representative and interest groups 36 24 12

Declared historic vehicle owners 32 14 18

Small and medium enterprises 23 11 12

Large companies 9 4 5

Other (museums, collectors, clubs,
suppliers, workshops, charities

12 10 2
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their copy (not assisted by a mix of
numbers and percentages in the source
document). One weekly transcribed
'general public' as 'general managers of
the public' as well as saying that 56%
of respondents were against the re-
view, compounding this by implying
that 81%, 5% and 8% of responses fa-
voured options 1, 2, and 3 whereas

these percentages relate only to those
who were in favour of a review.

I fully accept that journalists can put an
opposing view on any subject, but to
publish the content of an important
Government document in an incorrect
manner misleads their readership.

Voluntary MOT Tests
The original Department for Transport consultation ruled out voluntary
tests but as a result of pressure, the DfT and the Minister agreed that this
facility would be made available as part of the implementation process.
David Hurley investigates
A number of clubs and individuals
have been anxious to learn more details
about this new concept. The short an-
swer is that, following the Ministerial
announcement, in principle DfT and
VOSA will be involved in changing
legislation and procedures to allow for
this facility before the November dead-
line. Whilst the internal discussions
take place no formal details in black
and white can be issued by either DfT
or VOSA. However 'reliable sources'
would suggest that the voluntary test is
likely to be the same as the statutory
test with all the component and per-
formance exemptions as allowed at
present. In the UK the testing regime
operated by VOSA has always been
age related and is a common sense ap-
proach.

What actual paperwork is to be issued
after the test is yet to be decided. Cer-

tainly it is envisaged that all VOSA ap-
proved stations, whether private or
VOSA run, will participate. 

Please allow both bodies to work
through the processes required, rather
than get interrupted by having to stop
and reply to questions that are unan-
swerable at this moment in time - the
movement needs a good on-going rela-
tionship with both departments.

The limited time scale allowed before
implementation would not allow for a
parallel test regime for historic vehi-
cles to be introduced as has been sug-
gested by some respondents. Ignoring
the enormous effort in drafting six new
testing manuals from scratch there are
greater system problems and costs
which for a limited number of tests in
each class each year could not be justi-
fied. Many of the problems experi-
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enced in the past are down to lack of
knowledge of individual testers. In this
connection the FBHVC already pub-
lishes a list of 400 test stations on our
website that are recommended by en-
thusiast users. The existing test regime
properly conducted is still appropriate. 

Historic vehicle owners remain re-
sponsible for the safe mechanical con-

dition of their vehicles, and a prudent
owner who 'self maintains' should per-
haps consider a voluntary test as part of
their husbandry regime.

As soon as more details are known the
FBHVC will of course keep you in-
formed.

DVLA Review
David Hurley discusses the proposed closure of local DVLA offices
The DVLA issued their response to the consultation on 4 July. It consists of five
separate main documents and five annexes. Light reading (if you are not involved in
the Olympics) and available for downloading at www.dft.gov.uk/dvla/transforma-
tion. Cynically I regard the whole tenor of the official reaction to the consultation
responses as: 'Never mind what reaction we received - we shall plough on with our
own approach'. The following points are worth noting:

• Over 1000 written responses were 
received and simultaneously a peti-
tion with 40,000 signatures object-
ing to the proposals to close the 
local offices was also presented to 
Parliament. 

• On their own admission 79% were 
against the review, 8% agreed with 
the proposals whilst 13% agreed to 
aspects of it.

• Despite this, 37% of respondents 
commented that they are either cur-
rent users of DVLA electronic 
services or would benefit from 
additional electronic services.

• The largest concern overall (45%) 
was that face-to-face contact at 
local offices, that many customers 
value, will be lost.

• 26% stated that electronic channels 
were unsuitable for complex trans-
actions and any delays in turna-
round times could cause problems.

• More specifically delays will occur 
in getting a tax disc, as a result of 
centralising services at Swansea.

• Not surprisingly over one fifth of 
responses expressed concern that 
the alternative channels for trans-
acting with the DVLA are not 
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ready to replace the current serv-
ices provided the local offices.

• In total 104 categories (different 
points raised) were apparently 
logged - not listed in document!

All the above information is contained
in Appendix D - Summary of Respons-
es (28 pages)

Amongst other documents issued is
'The Case for Change' (7 pages). This
document reaffirms DVLA's stated
aim of increasing the scope of on-line
services, closing LOs and allowing
some transactions to be handled by
Front Office Customer Service
(FOCS) contacts - similar in principle
to existing contracts with the Post Of-
fice. The proposal is to allow a greater
range of licensing transactions to be
processed through FOCS (quoting ap-
proximately 4000 to 6000 of these)
covering 1.5 million transactions per
annum. The remainder will be dealt
with at the Swansea Tower. However
in the Impact Assessment (another sep-
arate document) Para 11.18 states that
issuing of a duplicate tax disc will be
restricted to only 400 outlets! To how
many other transactions will that ap-
ply?

In one part of the consultation report
DVLA suggests that VOSA 'may' be
involved when inspections are re-

quired, in another it states 'will'! VOSA
may be able to check conformity with
Construction and Use Regulations and
testing but are they in a position to
identify fraudulent applications includ-
ing replicas/clones?

The FBHVC raised a number of specif-
ic queries mainly following the impact
of closing LVLOs - very few were an-
swered. We have therefore requested
an urgent meeting with appropriate
DVLA policy makers.

As I had to attend a meeting of the
FIVA legislation meeting in Holland
over the weekend of 8-9 July this short
reaction had to be compiled in haste so
my apologies for the bullet point ap-
proach, but if nothing else, it is my per-
sonal view that most of the comments
raised by respondents should have
been known by high level policy mak-
ers at outset, who are relying on us to
supply details of transactions adversely
effected by their 'high level policy'. To
propose change before digesting detail
and putting forward a framework of re-
placement procedures, gives me the
impression of organisation not fit for
purpose, entrenching itself in Wales to
the detriment of the large majority of
users and LVLO staff in the rest of the
UK and requiring 450 more staff at
Swansea. Furthermore it flies in the
face of the 79% who oppose the move.
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Fuel News
At the end of June the FBHVC's fuel specialist, Matthew Vincent
attended a meeting at the British Standards Institute to discuss petrol
labelling. There were a number of points of particular interest to member
organisations.
The proposed volatility limits of petrol
containing 10% ethanol (E10) in the
revised European specification are
likely to be agreed later this year. The
inclusion of 10% ethanol will be ac-
companied by an increase in the per-
mitted upper limit of volatility.
Although the change is small, in effect
it means that petrol with 10% ethanol
will be more volatile than existing pet-
rol containing no ethanol, or with 5%
ethanol in blend. .

E10 can be sold in the UK as soon as
the documentary work has been com-
pleted. It is expected that this will be
achieved late in 2012, so in theory the
product could be in the market from the
first quarter of 2013. Exactly how
much of this grade arrives, and when,
is not known yet, and this situation ap-
pears to contradict statements made by
the Department for Transport earlier
this year at the clubs' meeting.  DfT are
expected to publish a leaflet explaining
what will be happening. It was the be-
lief of those assembled that petrol con-
taining 5% ethanol would be retained
until 2020, but it was also clear that
over time ethanol levels would rise
above 10% in order to meet EU legis-
lation on renewable fuels. It is envis-
aged that high octane unleaded petrol

(sometimes called 'super premium' and
usually of 97-99 octane rating) would
not contain more than 5% ethanol, and
would remain as a protection grade for
the foreseeable future.

The labelling for E10 was discussed in
detail and it was agreed that the code
'E10' would feature prominently on the
label, being given the same size letter-
ing (15mm) as the words 'Unleaded
Petrol' and the octane rating (95).  The
warning to motorists about the suitabil-
ity or otherwise of the fuel will use
smaller lettering (10mm), but should
still be clearly visible. Despite appar-
ent agreement at a previous meeting of
a different format, the form of wording
shown below was adopted: 'Not suita-
ble for all vehicles. Consult vehicle
manufacturer before use'.

This might in theory cause some logis-
tical problems for owners of historic
vehicles whose manufacturers no long-
er exist, but in reality, unless actions
are taken by owners to proof their fuel
systems against the effects of E10, it
should be regarded as unsuitable for
any historic vehicle.
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NA7C Christmas Dinner
Wensum Valley Hotel, Golf and Country Club, Beech Avenue, Taverham, 

Norwich, NR8 6HP
Tuesday 11 December 7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Please complete and return to Paul Maulden, 
at the club nights on Tuesday 16 October or 20 November, 

or by post, by 17 November at the latest, to:

“Corryghoil”, Wissett Road, Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 8PS

with the appropriate remittance (Cash, or Cheques made payable to Norfolk 
Austin Seven Club)

£20 Per Person

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name(s): __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Please make your choice from the menu below and indicate in the boxes 
the number required

Number 
Required

Starter Soup 

Melon & Ham

Main Roast Beef

 Stuffed Chicken Breast

Potato Leek & Spinach pie 

Dessert Apple Crumble & Custard

Chocolate Trio
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And Finally...
... as 90th Anniversary Year draws to a close, a stirring song to 

take us to the Centenary ...
Unity of purpose is our watchword day by day,
In all we do and say,
Marching on our way,
Holding it before us as through life we go along,
Hear the happy throng,
Sing the Austin song.

We stand united, with Austin as our aim,
Our path is lighted with progress for the 
flame,
No shirkers, all workers,
All playing the game for goodwill and 
fame;
Shoulder to shoulder, secure against a 
fall,
Bolder and bolder, we’ll try to conquer 
all,
We’ll fight for, do right for the good of 
our name,
We stand united with Austin as our 
aim.

Loyal co-operation is the test of brotherhood,
Working as men should,
For the common good,
Each for all, our motto, as the race of life we run,
Striving all as one,
Through the years to come

We stand united, with Austin as our aim,
Our path is lighted with progress for the 
flame,
No shirkers, all workers,
All playing the game for goodwill and fame;
Shoulder to shoulder, secure against a fall,
Bolder and bolder, we’ll try to conquer all,
We’ll fight for, do right for the good of our 
name,
We stand united with Austin as our aim.

First performed at the Connaught Rooms on the occasion of the 1930 Dinner for Austin Agents 
and Dealers. Later recorded by Ray Noble and the New Mayfair Dance Orchestra.



Club Sales
The following items are available from Paul Mauldon

(01986 872537 or paul_liz@maulden21.plus.com) or at Club meetings

Posters – £5 
Only a few left!

Will NOT be reprinted
Fridge Magnets– 50p 

Stainless Steel 
Radiator Badges – £9.95 

Also available
Vinyl Windscreen badges

One large and one small 
badge – £1.50 per set

Binder for “Grey Mags” 
or “Natter”

holds 12 copies – £5

AUSTIN SEVEN BOOKS
from

MARGARET MOTORS BOOKSHOP
Bessingham, North Norfolk

Currently have the following Austin 7 books in stock

The Austin Seven Manual – Doug Woodrow – £45
Austin Seven Handbooks (Reprints) – various years – £5
Austin Seven Parts Books (Reprints) various years – £5

Original Austin Seven Handbooks and Parts Books (Used)

Plus many other books on old cars and related subjects

Contact Henry and Jennifer Thorne
01263 577366

Club Clothing

Fleeces – £29.50 
Polo Shirts – £12.50 

Baseball Caps – £8.50

All available in a variety of 
colours and sizes
Details from Paul


