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News

Editorial
The Editorial RP Saloon has been out
and about quite a bit since the start of
the season and it has been gratifying to
meet up with other members and
friends using their cars. However, it is
obvious that there is a “hard core” of
regular rally-goers, who turn up at al-
most every event, while other club
members’ cars are never seen. Why is
this?
Two reasons spring to mind. Either
they have no interest in driving their
cars to events, or the events on offer do
not appeal to them.
As a club we can do nothing about the
former - they’re your cars and you are
entitled to use them, or not, as you see
fit. Many people do not want to brave
today’s traffic in an eighty-year-old
car, then spend the afternoon in a cold
and windy field!
However, in the second case, there
may be a solution. Your committee,
under the guidance of Events Co-ordi-
nator Dave Rix, tries to assemble a pro-

gramme of event to suit everybody.
However, we are always looking for
new ideas.
If you have a proposal for a function or
an event which you would like to at-
tend, please get in touch with Dave or
any committee member. We are only
too happy to receive suggestions. Con-
tact details are on the inside front cov-
er.

-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-
On page 2 is the 2010 list of Break-
down Assistance Volunteers, who
have agreed to provide help in an emer-
gency. Hopefully you will never need
to call on one of them.

-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-
The user name and password to access
the on-line version of the Norfolk
NA7ter are one Page 1 of the printed
version, posted to members. Please do
not communicate them to non-mem-
bers.

Rick
The next edition of the NA7ter will be published in October. 

Please let me have any contributions before 30 September. 
Contact details are on the inside front cover
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Breakdown Assistance Volunteers 2010

Ellis Howman
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Ellis Howman, in the
Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital, on 27 June, aged 59. Ellis was a
club member until December 2009. Our condolences go to his family and
friends.
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Club Night - 20 April
Spring was in the air as club members listened to an interesting talk on
gardening from Tim Jellis.
Tim, from the College of West Anglia,
Wisbech, is an experienced horticul-
turist with many years of practical ex-
perience. The theme of his talk was
“Getting Your Garden Ready” and en-
compassed pruning, lawn care, hang-
ing baskets and bedding plants.

As well as answering a variety of ques-
tions on gardening topics he brought
along a selection of plants, several of
them new varieties. He also donated a
hanging basket, which Chairman John
Groom auctioned off in aid of club
funds.

Overheard during the talk, from somebody who has obviously been watching too many old films 
and really ought to know better...

“Herbicide - I thought that killed Beetles!”

Membership News
Please join us in welcoming the following new members to the club:
• Roy and Sonia Barmby live at 

Kirstead and own a 1929 Cam-
bridge-bodied Special and a 1935 
Ruby.

• Geoff Halstead and Iwona 
Morawska are from Diss and are 
currently looking for a suitable car.

• John and Janet Mathews live in 
Norwich and own a 1934 AJ 
Tourer.
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Rides Night - 15 June
This informal gathering saw several
members turn up in their cars at The
Village Inn. 
Pride of place went to Michael Spinks
and his newly-restored 1933 Vauxhall
Cadet fixed-head coupe (below). Also
amongst the big boys were Colin
Aldridge and Mossie in their ex-New
Zealand Austin 12 Clifton and Paul
and Liz Maulden’s Austin 12 Eton.
Sevens comprised Jim Hunt in his RP
Saloon, with Martin Roper and Henry
and Jennifer Thorne in Rubies. Classic
sports cars were represented by Martin
Jones’ MG TD and Tricia Rix’s Lotus
Elan.
During the evening the belated presen-
tation of the Thorne Trophy was made
to last year’s winner, Nigel Wright.

Michael Spinks’ 
1933 Vauxhall Cadet

fixed-head coupe
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Our Cars

Mabel’s Story
Dave Witton’s RN Saloon
Mabel’s story begins in early 2005
when I happened to notice an RN sa-
loon advertised for sale in the A7OC
magazine. This caught my eye as I
rather fancied a light restoration
project although the asking price was
certainly at the top end. 
The car was in Weybridge, Surrey and
when Karen and I went to view the car,
it looked reasonably tidy externally ex-
cept that had not been on the road for
some time.
The vendor, Mark Langford, was a real
gent and we seemed to get along right
from the start. He was an ex Fleet Air
Arm pilot and, in his retirement, ran a
business dealing in helicopter sales and
leasing, so we had common profes-
sional interests and spent time talking
about everything aviation. He had

bought the Austin Seven some years
previously, intending to restore it to its
former glory but found that he didn’t
have the time and his interest in the
project waned. The car was left to lan-
guish in the garage and provide refuge
for homeless rodents. The last MOT
had expired in 2001.
Wheeling it out of the garage for a bet-
ter look, it was soon apparent that there
was no chance of starting the old girl.
Both the petrol tank and radiator were
as dry as a bone and the petrol tap came
off in my hand. The headlining had
been almost completely devoured by
mice so the advertisement in the maga-
zine which said...”needs new headlin-
ing....”was an understatement to say
the least! The exterior of the engine
looked in a sorry state with a missing
core plug or two and was clearly in

The edible headlining The state of the engine 
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need of more than a little light commis-
sioning.
I left Mark in no doubt that he was
highly optimistic in his asking price
bearing in mind the car’s condition, but
we left it at that whilst I went home to
mull it over. There was also the ques-
tion of where to put the car since our
garage at home was already fully occu-
pied. Karen came up with the idea that
the car could perhaps be kept at her
Grandmother’s house in Poole since
she did not use her garage and then my
brain went in to overdrive.
I rang Mark that evening to let him
know what I was prepared to pay for
the car. Since this was less than half of
what he was asking, I was quite frank
with him that my offer was based pure-
ly on what I thought it would cost me
to bring the car back to roadworthy
condition. I assured him that I consid-
ered this realistic from my perspective
based on the economics of the re-com-
missioning required. I think he already
understood this and we struck a deal. It
was an amicable arrangement, so much
so, that he said he would sell it to me on

one condition – which was that when
the car was eventually roadworthy, we
would drive together in the car to his
local pub to celebrate! Naturally, I
needed no persuading.
Not having a trailer, I arranged for a re-
covery firm to collect the car and we
duly met in Weybridge to supervise the
loading. Mark asked where we were
taking the car and Karen replied that
“Mabel is going to my Grandmother’s
house in Dorset”   Mark thought it was
hysterical that we were already refer-
ring to the car as “Mabel”!
Once the car had arrived in Dorset,
there then began a long process of dis-
mantling which involved much com-
muting to Poole loaded to the gunwales
with tools. Karen’s grandmother en-
joyed the company of both Mabel and
me and supplied endless cups of tea
whilst I toiled in the garage. Mark and
I regularly corresponded and ex-
changed phone calls – he was always
very keen to hear my updates on
progress - and I was amused to find
that he too, without thinking, referred

Mabel arrives 
at her 

new home 
in Dorset
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to the car as “Mabel “– as if that had al-
ways been her name!
Immediate tasks were identified as en-
gine removal for inspection and repairs
as required and a complete rewire. Al-
most all of the front axle components
required overhaul.   
Secondary tasks were the replacement
of the headlining and recovering of the
seats – the drivers’ seat back was bro-
ken. The body/paintwork was not per-
fect but would have to do.
Even though I was more anxious to get
the car useable and back on the road
rather than worry about originality or
appearance, the whole process still
took over 14 months.    The engine
valves, seats and guides were renewed.
Everything else was cleaned, inspect-
ed, and reinstalled ‘as is’. The inactive
dynamo was sent to Dave Lindsley for
overhaul. That was the single most ex-
pensive item to repair.
A local trimmer, Parkstone Trimming,
recovered the front and rear seats to a
high standard and repaired the broken
driver’s seat in the process. The offside
rear window was cracked and this was
replaced by a second hand window
glass from Tony Betts. The remains of
the original headlining was carefully
removed. This gave me a valuable in-
sight in to how it was made and fas-
tened. I bought some headlining
material from Woollies and a friend of
ours came round one evening with her
sewing machine and sewed up the ma-
terial on the dining room table accord-

ing to my measurements. The result
was a perfect fit even if I do say so my-
self!
From an appearance point of view, I
decided to have the radiator shell re-
chromed which Mac Bonar arranged
through a contact of his for an unbe-
lievable price of £80. 
The day finally arrived for her MOT
and she was driven for the first time in
April 2006 to a local MOT station
round the corner in Poole. With some
minor teething troubles such as a much
too fast engine tick over, she passed
her MOT without fuss and I returned to
Karen and her Grandmother’s house
with a triumphant toot on the Rist.
Soon after, and when I had found a ga-
rage to rent, I drove Mabel to Farnham
so we could use her more frequently. I
think Karen’s Grandmother was al-
most sorry to see her go but Mabel
tackled the run to Farnham with gusto.
Karen was following at a respectful
distance in a modern and reckoned Ma-
bel was touching 50 mph at times. The
only niggle was vibration from the
carden U/J which I eventually traced as
caused by a giant jubilee clip that was
retaining the rubber boot. This was
enough to send the prop shaft out of
balance and was replaced by a cable
tie. 
I photographed Mabel in her restored
glory in front of the house and even
had a set of postage stamps made
which incorporated the picture of Ma-
bel thereon. Mark was delighted when
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he received a letter from me with Ma-
bel on the postage stamp!
As the time passed, I continued to keep
in touch with Mark who was delighted
to hear that Mabel was once more back
on the road and eating up the miles.
Nevertheless, arranging the promised
ride to the pub was frequently thwarted
by his commitments, or mine. Howev-
er I was determined not to forget this
undertaking I gave to Mark.
One day in 2008, Karen and I returned
from a fortnight’s break in Suffolk to
the usual mountain of mail on the door-
mat and the usual drudgery of opening
bills began. Amongst the mail was a
letter with handwriting on the envelope
that I did not recognise. It was a letter
from Mark’s wife who informed me
that Mark had tragically died as a result
of a terrible accident at home.   She had

been sorting through his things and
traced me though my letters to him up-
dating him on Mabel’s progress. 
This was a terrible shock and I was an-
gry with myself for not being proactive
enough in fulfilling my promise to
Mark. His widow, Jane, said that Mark
was always delighted to get my letters
informing him of Mabel’s progress.
She was also upset that whilst she was
sorting through his papers, she had ac-
cidentally torn the ‘Mabel’ stamp that
was on one of the letters I had sent to
Mark and asked if, by any chance, I
had another. I had just one left and im-
mediately sent it to her as a keepsake. 
Every time we are out in Mabel, I can
still hear him chuckling outside his ga-
rage when he first heard Karen refer to
her as “Mabel”.

Rest in Peace, Mark.

Mabel
is reborn 

and 
photographed

for a set of 
stamps in 

2006
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Rolling Road Test Run
Charles Levien’s Paxton Special is put through its paces
The test took about an hour overall.
Half the time was taken up with setting
the computer and positioning the car,
with straps from the back axle attached
to D rings in the floor.
Nobody had ear protectors on and you
can imagine the lovely noise with the
straight through “silencer” at 5000 rpm
in a confined space! The huge fan is to
keep the engine cooled in the absence
of forward movement.
The tester wasn't into double declutch-
ing, as evidenced by a few unpleasant
sounds from the gearbox, so for the test

run he started the rollers going in third
gear and just had the one easy change
to make into top.
The result indicates a lot more power
than the standard Ruby with 17 BHP
and quite a bit more than the unsuper-
charged “Ulster” 
The engine spec. is: 1937 Head with 10
thou off; Jack French road camshaft;
inch and a half pressure-fed crank by
Martin Eyre (Aero Crank and rods);
standard valves; Mini carb with No.6
needle and blue spring cut down by a
third. The car is converted to 12 volts
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using a 2CV alternator. Ignition is pro-
vided by a Mini distributor with Lumi-
nition system and advance and retard
weights welded together.
The car is comparatively low geared
with 5.125 back axle and 15 inch

wheels, which enables me to keep up
pretty well with modern traffic. I sup-
pose it would have been competitive as
a racer in the 1950- 1960 period with
all the road equipment removed.
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Runs & Rallies
Members have been out and about, enjoying their cars at various events

Drive It Day - 25 April
A7s get in the spirit!
Drive It Day is always held on the
nearest Sunday to St George’s Day - 23
April. This day was chosen by the Fed-
eration of British Historic Vehicle
Clubs (FBHVC) five years ago to com-
memorate the 64 cars that set off from
London on 23 April 1900 on the first
day of the Thousand Mile Trial - an in-
credible undertaking and one which
FBHVC believe deserves an annual
celebration.
It seemed appropriate then that the
NA7C’s modest contribution to this

event should take the form of a visit to
the St George’s Distillery of the Eng-
lish Whisky Company, which is locat-
ed at Roudham and is England’s first
and only single malt whisky distillery.
Twelve members and guests attended,
in seven assorted cars, ranging from
the “Gordon England” of George
Crummit to Tricia Rix’s Ford 100E.
They were treated to an interesting tour
of the distillery and an equally interest-
ing sampling session, as the picture
shows.
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Wymondham Old Timers - Pensthorpe - 2 May
A disappointing turnout on a cold day
Although there was a good turnout
from NA7C members - a total of six
cars (five of which are shown above) -
the overall numbers attending this pre-
viously popular rally were drastically
reduced and probably amounted to less
than 40 vehicles.
On the positive side, the six NA7C
cars, together with the Club banner, oc-
cupied a prominent position. 
The bad weather may have been a fac-
tor, but cannot be held solely to blame.
It is hoped that the poor response does

not result in the event being cancelled
in future.
We were particularly pleased to see
Jim Hunt back on the road again with
Sue and Jonathan in their 1934 RP sa-
loon and new member James Brierly
and his family in their 1930 AF Tourer.
Also there were Brian and Hazel Nor-
folk in their 1930 RL saloon; the 1933
RP saloon of Michael Spinks; Phil and
Tricia Sharp in their 1935 Ruby; and
the Editor and Cherry in their 1933 RP
saloon.

Wheels and Wings - Henham - 9 May
Dave Rix reports on this popular event
An overcast sky and cold wind greeted
the band of hardy 7eers who made it to
our pitch on the wide open Henham
Park on Sunday 9th of May, but bu-
oyed up by hot coffee and a favourable

weather forecast we resolved to enjoy
the day.
Our gang consisted of Brian and Jean
Barnard and Rick and Cherry Fryer in
their Box Saloons (driven from Dere-
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ham by Cherry) along with Paul and
Liz Maulden and two friends in Rosie
the Austin 12 Eton and Ruby the A7.
Phil and Trisha Jepson brought their
Mini (early shape!). I had my Chummy
and a very pleasant surprise was the ar-
rival of Roy Clarke and Anne in his
Big Seven. We also greeted a gentle-
man from Garboldisham (or Garble-
sham as he preferred) with a 1934 Box
Saloon, who was browbeaten into
promising to join the NA7C. Colin and
Mossie came in the ex-New Zealand
Austin 12 they now own, and David
and Janet Lobb turned up in the '26
Vauxhall which replaced their Swal-
low and Bayliss-Thomas. Finally Mel
Grainger and his wife from the Suffolk
Club in a Ruby completed the A7 con-
tingent.
There were many more clubs with their
own sites and a lot of individual entries
in the main park area. Mrs R had her

Elan on the Lotus stand so had the best
of both worlds in the hospitality stakes.
and there were the usual motorcycles,
tractors and military vehicles on show.
The park was well served with craft
and retail stalls (75 in all), food and
drink kiosks, a flight simulator and
other entertainments with a working
model traction engine display.
By the time the flying display took off,
the weather had cleared and the sun
was shining. We were treated to a dis-
play of wing walking by two young la-
dies, strapped to the upper wings of a
couple of biplanes - they must have had
a bad hair day! Another spectacular
display was given by the British Na-
tional Glider Champion Guy Westgate,
who performed aerobatics both while
being towed and after being released -
extraordinary stunts which were out-
lined by wing-tip smoke canisters.
There were also many comings and go-
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ings by a variety of light aircraft during
the day.
The Halesworth Lions are involved in
many activities during the year and
since the last Wings and Wheels in
2009 have received donations of
£13,162.00 for their causes.
Henham Park has been in the Rous
family since 1544, but the original Tu-
dor Hall was burnt down by a drunken

butler dropping a candle in the cellar
two hundred years later, after which a
new Georgian pile was built and the
landscape created by Humphrey Rep-
ton. Various events throughout the
year attract around 65,000 visitors to
help pay the upkeep of the estate.
The day finished brightly - if a tad cold
- but all in all was an interesting and
enjoyable day.

Ron Houghton’s Oily Rag Day - 16 May
Good company, good weather and good food!
Ron and Barbara Houghton once again
welcomed fellow club members and
friends to Walnut Tree House for this
annual event.
Including the “moderns” over 20 cars
turned out, together with several sta-
tionary engines. A7s were well repre-

sented. Dave Rix brought his
Chummy, Little Nell. There were six
RP saloons - Ron, Michael Spinks, Jim
and Sue Hunt, Brian and Jean Barnard,
Will Dudman, and the Editor. George
Crummit came in his Gordon England
Cup, Paul and Liz Maulden arrived
hot-foot from Beaulieu in their Ruby,
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while Keith and Karin Ashby and
Hamish and Anne Alger turned up in
A35s.
Other interesting cars included a Rover
single-cylinder veteran, three MGs -
Ron’s TD, a TC and Peter Brown’s
MGC GT - and the Rixs’ Lotus Elan.
Dick Aplin came in a a Mazda MX5,
and Tony Rose came in a Jaguar. Philip
Jepson’s Chummy was still under the
doctor, so he and Tricia came in their
Mini. Biz Bissell couldn’t get his
camper to go, so he came as “white van
man”!
Dick and Val had once again devised a
light-hearted driving test. This year it
consisted of driving in and out of a
“box” and attempting to throw four

balls into a bucket. A variety of tech-
niques were demonstrated. Some were
more successful than others and the
competition was won by Dave Rix and
John Lain in Dave’s Chummy.
As usual, Barbara and her daughter
Carol had laid on a delicious tea, which
was enjoyed and appreciated by all
present.
A collection was taken in aid of Ron
and Barbara’s daughter, Susan, who
works for a charity in Pakistan. £182
was raised - see letter on page 16.
The afternoon ended with the presenta-
tion of prizes and the collection to Ron,
who thanked everyone for coming, es-
pecially those who had helped out.

Dave and John negotiate the driving test
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The following e-mail was received by the Editor
Dear Mr. Fryer,

Gift Of £182.49 to the Interlit Foundation

Thank you for the very generous gift of
£182.49 for the work of the InterLit
Foundation that was raised at the 'Oily
Rag Run' event on 16th May at the
home of my parents, Ron and Barbara
Houghton.
InterLit is a publishing and education-
al trust working in both Pakistan and
Afghanistan. We are involved in the
provision of adult literacy; culture and
language learning materials for expa-
triate workers; and specialist health-
related materials. Also, we work with
the University of Peshawar to intro-
duce Pashtun culture to a wider, west-

ern audience through the translation of
poetry and folklore.
In addition, in 2009-10 we have helped
1,820 Internally Displaced families
(about 11,000 people) through the pro-
vision of food and clothing. We will be
continuing to help IDPs through 2010
as funds become available.
Yours sincerely,
Susan Smith
Executive Director
interlitpakistan@gmail.com
www.interlitfoundation.org

Ron accepts the donation from Dave Rix
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Following last year’s disaster, when
the Editorial RP returned home on the
back of a pick-up truck, we were hop-
ing for better luck this time. But the
curse of Walnut Tree House struck
again during the driving test when we
ground to a halt, unable to go forwards
or backwards. We were pushed to the
sidelines, where investigation suggest-
ed that the gearbox was jammed. Re-
moving the cover revealed that the gate
assembly had become displaced and at
least two gears were selected at once!
This was quickly rectified and normal
service was resumed.
Brian Barnard also suffered from me-
chanical problems. After an uncertain
journey to Harris Green, starting prob-
lems developed. After several false
starts - literally! - the combined engi-
neering expertise of those present
eventually tracked the problem down
to a loose carburettor and Brian was
soon back in action.

Spanners to the rescue

A trio of RP Saloons seen at Swanton Morley 
L to R: Michael Spinks, the Editor and Jim Hunt

RPs on Parade
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Wretton at War - 23 May
Our West Norfolk correspondent, John Wyett, reports...
This event, held in the West Norfolk
village of Wretton, was hosted by the
Wretton Historical Organisation. 
The event was themed around the two
world wars, with displays of military
vehicles, “make do and mend” “dig for
victory” and other period displays, in-
cluding live music.
It was a great success with an estimated
number of visitors in excess of 1,000.
One of the aims behind the event was
to establish a permanent reminiscence
display of the period, for which Na-
tional Lottery funding has been ob-
tained. Work is well under way on this
project. 

As part of the event, Danny Adams'
Box saloon, my RN and Paul Clarke's
Ruby assembled on our front lawn (see
below). Fred Lucas' BSA three wheeler
somehow managed to get through the
Austin checkpoint at the gate, but was
very welcome!. Lots of interest was
shown in our little cars, “I used to
have..., my Dad used to have.”, “My
uncle used to tow a cultivator behind
one of those on his smallholding...” etc
etc.
Several enquiries were made about
NA7C and details of where we meet
were passed on.
Thanks to all who brought their cars
along. A grand day out was had by all.
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Allsorts Rally - Pakenham 
- 6 June
“Down by the old mill stream...”
This annual rally is organised by the
750 Motor Club, Norfolk Centre. A
different location is chosen each year
and this time it was held at Pakenham
Watermill, near Bury St Edmunds, a
venue that attracted a sizeable entry on
a pleasant summer Sunday.
Entrants were divided into six classes:
A - Austin Seven Saloons and Tourers;
B - Austin Seven Sports and Specials;
C - Austin 8, 10, 12, 16, 18 and 20; D -
Postwar Austins; E - Classics to 1959;
and F - Classics 1960 on.
NA7C was well represented with en-
tries in five out of the six classes. In
class A were the Chummies of Dave

Rix and Karen Witton; the Box Sa-
loons of Ron Houghton, Dave Witton
and the Editor; and the Rubies of Phil
Sharpe and Henry Thorne.
The sole entry in Class B was Charles
Levien’s Paxton Special. 

The line-up of
Austin Sevens 

along the mill stream 
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Class C included Colin Aldridge’s
Heavy 12/4 Clifton and David Charles’
10 Litchfield. 
Class D comprised two A35s, with one
belonging to Hamish Alger.
Roger Harnor, who was one of the or-
ganisers, had left his Big Seven at
home and entered his Reliant Scimitar
in Class F
The afternoon progressed, with the en-
trants enjoying a private tour of the wa-
termill. Many also took the opportunity
to visit the many gardens in the village
which were open that afternoon for
charity. A few members of the public

spotted our cars from the mill and wan-
dered over for a chat and a look round.
Voting slips were collected and the
winner in each class announced. We
are proud to report that classes A to D
were won by NA7C members, namely
Karen Witton (Class A), Charles Levi-
en (Class B), Colin Aldridge (Class C)
and Hamish Alger (Class D). Well
done to you all - even Charles, who had
no opposition!
A good day out was enjoyed by all and
thanks must go to the organizers for
choosing such an attractive venue and
the smooth running of the event.

The NA7C winners
Charles Levien, Hamish Alger, Karen Witton and Colin Aldridge
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Euston Rural Pastimes - 13 June
Dave Rix reports on another annual event
Sunday 13 June saw us in the lovely
setting of Euston Hall, home of the
Duke of Grafton, for their Annual Fair
in aid of St Nicholas Hospice Care.
It also marked the first appearance at
the venue of Rick and Cherry and Paul
and Liz in their A7s. Also there were
John and Dianne Clark in the Bentley
T1 (not their first visit I'm sure) and
Mel Grainger (Suffolk A7s). Out of
around 216 car entries I counted seven
A7s, although we the took the 100E for
a gallop this time out (it has got an SV
engine!).
This event has everything from A to Z,
with a flower festival, gun-dog scurry
in a pool in the forest, trailer rides
round the estate and a Spitfire fly-past
thrown in for good measure. There are
many rural craft demonstrations, par-
geting and stick making among them,

as well as heavy horses, dogs and even
the 'four in hand' Norwich Mail Coach
on display.
Usually, while I take a ride round the
estate Mrs R admires the ferrets, which
just shows you the diversity of interests
at this place, and all for six quid for
two!
This is no small fete - there were five
full sized and 17 scale model traction
engines, 118 various tractors, 3 lorries,
216 cars, 58 motorcycles, and combi-
nations and 61 stationary engines!
Oh, and some ancient bikes.
This is an excellent place to visit and
can be accessed using minor and by-
roads (the road through Knettishall
Heath is a pretty ride) and is about
three miles out of Thetford towards
Bury.

The Editor adds
As Dave says, this was our first visit
and we were very impressed by the or-
ganisation. The field (or hill, rather)
was pegged out and we found our
number easily.
The entry form has a section where ex-
hibitors can indicate their car club, if

any, and the organisers endeavour to
group clubs together. 
It would be nice if, next year, sufficient
NA7C members can be persuaded to
come along and provide a club line-up
of Sevens.

You buy a car, but you invest in an
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What’s On
The 2010 Events Calendar appears at the back of the magazine (page 27). There are
several new events and it is continually updated and available on the Club website at:

www.na7c.co.uk. 

The Club’s Events Coordinator is Dave Rix, who can be contacted on 01508 493419
or rixna7c@waitrose.com.

Watermills and Windmills Holiday
The North Herts Centre of the 750 Motor Club are visiting Norfolk for a touring
holiday, 11-17 July. Each day they will be sallying forth on a different run and NA7C
members are invited to join them.
The runs are:
• Monday 12 July - Muckleburgh Collection and North Norfolk Railway
• Tuesday 13 July - Sandringham and Great Bircham Mill
• Thursday 15 July - Bardwell Mill and Euston Hall
• Friday 16 July - Caister Motor Museum, Horsey Windpump and North Walsham 

Motorcycle Museum
Each run will start and finish at the Old Rectory Hotel, Crostwick, NR12 7BG
If you join them on the runs, it will cost you £4 a day. Or you can make your own
way there and meet them at the venue.
In either case, please contact Bryan Norfolk - 01582 764659 or
brian.norfolk@btopenworld.com if you intend to join them

Visit to Ken Wallis - Sunday 18 July
We will be paying our annual visit to our President, at Reymerstone Hall, on Sunday
18 July. John Groom will be taking Ken out to lunch and we expect to start the tour
at about 2 pm. If you wish to picnic on the lawns, we suggest you do so before then.
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East Anglian Austin 7 Trophy Event - Sunday 15 August
This annual event, a light-hearted com-
petition between the Austin 7 Clubs of
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge and Es-
sex, will take place at Rougham Air-
field, Bury St Edmunds.

As we were last year’s winners, we are
responsible for organising this year’s
event and Dave Rix has all the details
and entry forms.

King’s Lynn Lions Charity Event - Sunday 29 August
This annual event is held at Park Farm,
Snettisham. It is basically a village
fete, with the added attraction of a kil-
ometre-long, steam-powered miniature

railway. Several club members have
attended over the past few years and
had a great time. Full details from John
Groom on 01945 474196.

Village at War - Gressenhall - Monday 30 August
This is an annual event run over two
days - Sunday 29th and Monday 30th
August - when Gressenhall Farm and
Workhouse, near Dereham, aims to
recreate something of the WWII spirit

in a typical Norfolk village preparing
and supporting the Home Front in the
1940s. Amongst the attractions are a
Girl Guide camp, village fete - along
with games and music from the era,

East Anglian
Austin 7 Trophy

2008
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Land Army girls helping to bring in the
harvest, together with vehicles and en-
actors from the 1940s. Civilian vehi-
cles are welcome on Monday. 
This year’s theme is “Glitz and the
Blitz” and will include the chance to
get the 1940s look with the help of
fashion experts, hairstylists and make
up artists, while getting “In The Mood”
with music from “Timescape”. There

will also be showings of film of the
Norwich Blitz.
Application forms (free entry) are
available from Dave Rix or Alison
Tebbit, at Gressenhall, on 01362
869259 or alison.tebbit@norfolk.
gov.uk
Closing date for entries - 2 August

NA7C Annual Rally - Sunday 5 September
Our annual rally, open to any pre-war
Austin car, will be held as part of the
Norfolk Gala Day at the Royal Norfolk
Showground. Our “pitch” will be in the
same position as last year.
To save you filling out the rather in-
volved paperwork required by the or-
ganisers, the club has pre-ordered a
number of car passes. There is a charge

of £5.00 per car again this year, to in-
clude driver and up to three passen-
gers. Ordering a pass from the club will
also ensure you are directed to our area
rather than the general rally field.
To secure your passes - if you have not
already done so, - please return the
form on page 27, together with the ap-
propriate fee, to Dave Rix.

Please note: passes will not be issued until August
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FBHVC News
The NA7C is a member of The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. They
publish a bi-monthly magazine that highlights legislation and other topics that may
affect our hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If any member would like
to read the magazine in full, please contact the Editor, or visit the FBHVC website at: 
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

Drive It Day 2011

A number of our member clubs have
expressed concern that the nearest
Sunday to 23 April in 2011 is Easter
Sunday, and the following weekend is
a bank holiday. To avoid a clash with
Easter and inevitably heavy holiday
traffic a decision has been made to alter
the date of Drive It Day to Sunday 17

April 2011. We appreciate that many
clubs and organisations plan their
events calendar a long way in advance
and we hope that this early announce-
ment will make it possible for clubs,
individuals and organisations to sup-
port the day next year.

AUSTIN SEVEN BOOKS
from

MARGARET MOTORS BOOKSHOP
Bessingham, North Norfolk

Currently have the following Austin 7 books in stock

The Austin Seven Manual - Doug Woodrow - £45
The Austin Seven Source Book - Bryan Purves - £30

Men & Motors of the Austin - B. Sharratt - £25
Austin Seven Handbooks (Reprints) - various years - £5

Austin Seven Parts Books (Reprints) various years - £5

Plus many other books on old cars and related subjects

Contact Henry and Jennifer Thorne
01263 577366



26 Norfolk NA7ter

Sales and Wants
Free to Good Home!
Matt Dingle, our Treasurer, writes:
I have a trailer which is in need of
some love. It needs new wood boards
and has no brakes. It has four inde-
pendent suspension units with Mini
wheels and hubs, so fitting brakes
should not be too hard. It is FREE to a
good home. 

It was given to me by Tony Rose and it
would be nice to pass it on to someone
who would keep it available for club
use.
Contact Matt on 01603 714199 or
mckr993@talktalk.net

Wanted
22FZB carburettor - The Editor is looking for a 22FZB die-cast carburettor for
his 1929 Special. Contact Rick Fryer on 01362 696114 or rf.na7c@tiscali.co.uk 

Club Sales
See the back cover for clothing, posters, badges and other Club items.

Mugs

We have finally sold the last mug! The Committee do not intend to restock unless
there is a genuine demand for them. Please contact Dave Rix if you are desperate to
buy one.
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NA7C Events Calendar 2010

Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event        Bold type = NA7C Supported Event
Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C 

Grey shaded – a new or amended event 

Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event 

Date Event Venue Contact 

18 Sun Visit to Ken Wallis Reymerstone Hall, 

nr Dereham  

Dave Rix  01508 493419 

rixna7c@waitrose.com 

18 Sun LCVC Annual Rally Ditchingham 1502 584566 

18 Sun Steam, Transport & 

Craft Exhibition 

Potter Heigham 

Village Hall 

Dave Rix  01508 493419 

rixna7c@waitrose.com 

20 Tue NA7C Meeting Village Inn Little 

Melton - 7:30pm 

25 Sun Vintage and Classic 

Car Show 

Yaxham Waters, Nr 

Dereham

Dave Rix  01508 493419 

rixna7c@waitrose.com 

Jul

25 Sun Classic Transport Day Mid Norfolk 

Railway - Dereham 

sales@mnr.org.uk or  

01362 690633

1 Sun Helmingham Festival Helmingham Hall, 

Suffolk 

01473 890799 

8 Sun Wroxham & Hoveton 

Lions Charity & Fun Day 
Norwich Rugby 

Club

Mike Clipston  01603 429380 

15 Sun East Anglian Austin 7 

Trophy Event

Rougham Airfield - 

Bury St Edmunds 

Dave Rix  01508 493419 

rixna7c@waitrose.com

15 Sun Cromer Car Show Cromer TBA 

17 Tue NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little 

Melton - 7:30pm 

22 Sun Fakenham Auto Club Fakenham Racecourse 01328 854566 

Aug

22 Sun Battle of Britain

70
th

 Anniversary 

Norfolk & Suffolk 

Aviation Museum, 

,Flixton

Dave Rix 01508 493419 

rixna7c@waitrose.com 

Events Calendar continues overleaf 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

NA7C Rally at The Norfolk Gala Day – Sunday 5 September 

Please return to: Dave Rix, Arlberg, Church Road, Alpington, Norwich, NR14 7NU 

(01508 493419 or rixna7c@waitrose.com) 

Name _______________________________ Contact No./email ____________________ 

Car Details 
Model _________________________ Year ______________ Reg No.___________________ 

Model _________________________ Year ______________ Reg No.___________________ 

Model _________________________ Year ______________ Reg No.___________________ 

I enclose cash/cheque (payable to The Norfolk Austin Seven Club) - £5 per car
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Date Event Venue Contact 

24 Mon Aylsham Show Aylsham, Norfolk Chris Self  01263 732432 

28

29

Sat

Sun

King’s Lynn Lions 

Charity Event 

Park Farm, 

Snettisham

John Groom 01945 474196 

Aug

30 Mon Village at War Gressenhall Farm & 

Workhouse, Dereham 
Alison Tebbit 01362 869259 

Alison.tebbit@norfolk.gov.uk

5 Sun NORFOLK GALA 

DAY

NORFOLK

SHOWGROUND

Dave Rix 01508 493419 

rixna7c@waitrose.com 

12 Sun Seething Open Day Seething Airfield 01603 764834 

11

12

Sat

Sun

North Norfolk Railway 

40's Weekend 

TBA 

18

19

Sat

Sun

Grand Henham Steam 

Rally

Henham 01502 578293 

Sep

21 Tue NA7C Meeting Village Inn Little 

Melton  - 7:30pm 

Oct 19 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little 

Melton - 7.30pm 

Nov 16 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little 

Melton - 7.30pm 

Dec 14 Tues NA7C Christmas

Dinner

Village Inn, Little 

Melton -7.30pm 

Please Note: All the above events and dates are subject to change
Visit our website at www.na7c.co.uk for the latest information



And Finally...
The Austin Seven has been the butt of many jokes since its introduc-
tion and soon became a favourite subject for cartoons and comic 
postcards. Here are a few of the latter...



Club Sales
The following items are available from Dave Rix

(01508 493419 or rixna7c@waitrose.com) or at Club meetings.

Posters - £5 each
Longbridge-Produced Austin Sevens 1922-39 

(27” x 39” approx)

Garage Chart (circa 1930) (36” x 21” approx)

“Chummy In The Lane” (29” x 21” approx)

Post-War Specials (27” x 19” approx)

2008 NA7C Mugs - Sold Out
Fridge Magnets - 50p each

Stainless Steel Radiator Badges 
£9.95 each
Also available

Vinyl Windscreen badges
Set of two large and two small badges

£1 per set
Binder for “Grey Mags” 

holds 12 copies 
£5 each

Clothing
The following items of club clothing are now available

Please contact John Groom (01945 474196 or john.groom1@sky.com) 
if you wish to order any clothing

Polo Shirt - Fruit of the Loom - available in black, bottle green, burgundy, deep navy, 
emerald, heather grey, navy blue, new purple, orange, red, royal blue, sky, sunflower and 
white. XXXL available in black, heather grey, navy blue and white only

Sizes - S (35-37”) M (38-40”) L (41-43”) XL (44-46”) XXL (47-49”) XXXL (50 -
52") 

Price £10.50
Fleece - Kustom Kit - available in black, navy and steel grey.
Sizes - S (38") M (40") L (42") XL (44") XXL (46 - 48") XXXL (50 - 52")

Price £21.50

Sold 
Out


