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The views expressed in the articles appearing in the
'NORFOLK NA7TER' are those of the contributors and not
necessarily those of the club, committee or editor.
It maybe necessary to condense or alter some of the articles
submitted for publication to suit the space available: the
editor apologises in advance if this is unavoidable.
The NA7C is a member of the Austin Seven Clubs
Association, the Federation of British Historic Vehicle
Clubs and the Association of Norfolk Car Clubs.

The 1927 “Top Hat” Saloon of
Jim and Sue Hunt enjoying a day
out at Pensthorpe (see page 12)
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News
Editorial
The “Rally Season” is well and truly
underway now and we have a full program of events lined up for the next
few months.
Many of you have been out and about
already and this issue contains a bumper crop of reports on runs and rallies. It
is always nice to see our cars doing
what they were made for - being driven! And don’t forget to share your
“Seven” experiences with the rest of us
- I am always looking for articles and
photographs for the Norfolk NA7ter.
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:One of the other hats I wear is that of
Webmaster, which is far less grand
than it sounds and mostly involves
keeping the content of the Club website up-to-date. The site has evolved
over the 14 months that it has been in
existence and is now about to enter a
new phase.
The Committee recently decided that
access to the latest, full-colour, issue of
the Norfolk NA7ter on the website

should be restricted to members, since
they have “paid” for it as part of their
subscription. Other visitors to the site
will only be able to access “back numbers”.
Consequently, the website now has a
“Members Only” page, which is password protected. When you click on the
“Members Only” button you will be
asked to enter a user name and password. It is our intention to update these
each time a new Norfolk NA7ter is published.
The current user name and password
are one Page 1 of the printed version of
the Norfolk NA7ter, posted to members.
On the subject of the website, do you
have anything that you feel could, or
should, be included, either as part of
the “public” site or on the “Members
Only” page? Please take a look on
www.na7c.co.uk and let me know.

Rick

The “Press Date” for the next edition of the Norfolk NA7ter is
September 30. Please let me have any contributions before that date.
Contact details are on the inside front cover
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News
Chairman’s Chat
It was nice to meet so many of you at
the last meeting. I feel very privileged
to be your chairman.
I would like ideas from yourselves for
the meeting evenings, as we must have
interesting meetings to keep you all
happy and cover subjects you would
like to hear more about, more so for the
winter ones.
At this time of year we are all very
busy attending events. I’m sorry I shall
be away on holiday for the June meeting and also the visit to our President,
Ken Wallis, but the holiday was
booked before I became chairman.

A diary date from me: if any of you
would like to come to the King’s Lynn
Lions Charity Event, at Park Farm,
Snettisham (on the A149) on Sunday
30th August, you will be most welcome. At the end of the day the owner
will take you on the Norton Hill Railway around the park. Just contact me
for details.
I hope you all have 'miles of smiles' as
you travel round the events with your
trusty Sevens.
Kind regards to you all.

John

Membership News
Please join us in welcoming Nigel Hamlin-Wright and David and Janet Lobb to
the club.
Nigel, who lives in Great Barton near
Bury St Edmunds, owns a 1938 Special and a couple of rolling chassis.
David, who lives near Eye, has been
associated with the club for a while
without actually becoming a member!
He owns several old and interesting
cars, including a delightful 1931 Swallow Saloon, seen here at the 2007
NA7C Rally.
We hope to publish an article about
David’s Swallow shortly.
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News
“You’re Nicked!”
It is reported in the Dorset A7C’s
newsletter that one of their members
has been caught by a speed camera on
17th May 2009, doing 36 mph in his
‘Box’ Saloon.

They are wondering whether this is a
“first” and think it might be an interesting trail to follow across the A7 clubs.

Any NA7C member prepared to admit having been caught by a speed camera
in their “Seven” prior to May 2009 is asked to contact the Editor!

New Austin Seven Book
NA7C member Bryan Norfolk has recently had a book published.
It is a catalogue of cigarette and trade
cards featuring the Austin Seven and its
derivatives, such as Dixi and Bantam.
The book comprises 76 A5 pages, with
more than 65 cards illustrated in colour,
and is priced at £9.95 (plus £1 postage) payment by cheque or PayPal.
Available from:
Bryan Norfolk
6 Ambrose Lane
Harpenden
Herts AL5 4AX
bryan.norfolk@btopenworld.com

Where are they now?
David Whetton, of the Dorset A7 Club., has been asked to try and trace a Seven possibly a Box - registration mark APU 722.
Dave says: “It’s not listed and the DVLA doesn’t recognise the number, so it’s probably gone to the big scrap heap in the sky, but you never know!”

Nick de Meyer is trying to locate a car his grandfather built from scratch in 1947/
49 for sporting trials and some circuit racing in southern England until the mid 1950s.
July 2009
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News
The registration was RPA 539, and it was named the M&H Special (after Murcutt
and Harris), and was probably registered the following year with the DVLA,
although they have been unable to find any record of it so far.
Nick’s grandfather's name was Charles Henry Harris, although he was known as
Harry, or CH to close friends.
Please contact the Editor if you think you can help with either of the above.

Rides Night
One of the “new” cars
seen on 16 June was
Paul Maulden’s 1936
Light
Twelve-Four
“Eton” two-seat tourer.
The “dickie” seat
generated much interest and some impressive gymnastics
on the part of those
who took up Paul’s
offer of a ride.
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Club members have been out and about as the rally season gets
under way. Here are their stories

An Ufford Treat
Dave Rix joins the Bentley Boys
When, in early April, David Lobb
mentioned during a phone conversation that the Bentley Boys would be
meeting in the pub meadow at Ufford
(between Wickham Market and Woodbridge) along with other vintage motors my ears pricked up. The outcome
of this found me on Saturday 4th April
in the field at about 11am with a few
classic cars on one side and a dozen or
so 20's and 30's vintage motors on
t'other. I met up with David and his
smart Swallow (see page 2 - Editor)

shortly after arrival and after a reviving
coffee the serious business of car spotting began.
By now the motors were rolling in.
Among their number were a neat and
tidy '34 RP and a far-from-tidy mudplugging Chummy, with twin spares
and plenty of mud which really
“looked the part”. These two, along
with David's Swallow and a sport model which to my embarrassment I cannot
name, comprised the A7 contingent.
(To those wondering where my 7 was

The Diversity of Pre-War Motoring:
A 4.5 litre Bentley and a single-cylinder cyclecar
July 2009
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it was at home as I had “Elan'd” to Ufford because I needed to be back in
good time that afternoon).
A fine array of Bentleys were on display from the 1920s four cylinder 3 litre, 4.5 litre and 6 litre models (most in
BRG), to thirties models clad in various coach-makers bodies. There were
many other pre-war makes of British
and foreign cars represented, around a
hundred in all, including a racing
straight-eight Bugatti with authenticated history reputed to be worth in the region of £2m!
Other cars of particular interest included a beautifully finished boat-tailed
Lea Francis, a brace of Frazer-Nashes,
an early ('29) MG, a blown MG TD
and a 30/98 Vauxhall. A real oddity

was a wooden chassis cyclecar which
had no discernible brakes on its spoked
wheels,. one seat and cable and bobbin
steering gear.A 1931 AEC coach could
carry you to the delightful village of
Titfield, according to its destination
board, but all the seats were taken, I'm
afraid. Altogether this meeting was
most interesting and enjoyable and the
joy of the event was no booking in, no
need to show Public Liability or any
other insurance, no risk assessment, no
fees, parking was delightfully haphazard - just as it should be!
I thoroughly recommend this venue
and intend to fly the flag in my Chummy next year.
Thank you David Lobb.

London to Brighton Rally - Sunday 5 April
This event was organised by the Austin Seven Owners Club. Dave
and Karen Witton made the journey in their 1933 Type 65
A clear day dawned as we prepared
Myrtle for the first leg to Epsom racecourse for the start of the A7OC London to Brighton rally. We were starting
from Surrey so Epsom was a nice easy
leg to get to the start.
All entrants were instructed to bring a
piece of cardboard to place under their
incontinent steeds to avoid staining the
hallowed grounds of the car park. I
struggled to find a piece of an old cardboard box big enough to cope with

6

Myrtle’s incontinence
enough to fit in the car!

but

small

So with our empty and flattened box of
Walkers Crisps we set off just after 7
am. We had hardly commented that we
hadn’t seen any other Austins at all on
the A3 when we caught up with some
Surrey friends of ours in their Pearl.
Previously we never used to catch anybody up, but with a 4-speed gearbox, a
whole new motoring world has opened
up with the acquisition of Myrtle who,
by this time was in full swing. We just
Norfolk NA7ter
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about managed a wave in the slipstream at Mach 2.
Further along the A3 beyond the M25
however, we espied the diminutive
shape of another Austin 7 RL saloon
seemingly in distress on the hard
shoulder. As we got closer we caught
sight of its rather sheepish owner who
had admitted on condition of absolute
confidentiality that he had run out of
petrol. Clearly he had forgotten to
bring his portable petrol gauge fashioned out of an old stair rod.
Before long the Pearl we had previously overtaken had also drawn up and a
plan was hatched to tow the RL with
the Pearl. Since both cars were two-up,
this was going to be a challenge. Out
came a tow rope and I was amazed to
see the Pearl launch off at a merry pace
with the RL in tow and reaching speeds
of 30 mph!. Even travelling up the incline of the slip road off the A3 seemed
to have little effect on the Pearl’s performance.
By the time we reached Epsom the car
park was already swelled with Austins
of all types where we also saw Graham
Baldock, and Mike and Penny Aplin
from the Essex Club. Some drivers,
rather thoughtlessly, had ignored the
request by the A7OC to bring a piece
of cardboard. Some, even more
thoughtlessly, left the cardboard behind in the car park when they drove
off for someone else to pick up!

July 2009

There was just enough time for a bit of
chin-wagging, sustenance from the tea
wagon, and some inspection of other
Austins when it was time to leave. Everybody was waved off by the Mayor of
Epsom – he was probably more anxious to see us all off the premises!
The organisers really had done a first
class job of selecting a route away from
trunk routes as I can remember the
stressful time in getting out of Crystal
Palace and the London suburbs in
2005. The route had the usual comfort
break at Pease Pottage Services and
passed through some wonderful parts
of Sussex countryside with a particularly pleasant scenic stop at the Devils
Dyke. At one point, we were followed

Dave and Karen at the finish on
Madeira Drive in Brighton, with
Mike and Penny Aplin from
the Essex A7 Club close behind
7
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by Graham who demonstrated his photographic skills by somehow holding
his camera and steering at the same
time!

which I always find provides a useful
source of ideas. There was a particularly pretty Burleigh Sports but I rather
suspect it was trailered there and back.

At the finish on Madeira Drive in
Brighton, the Mayor of Brighton was
there to greet us all as we collected our
mugs and plaques he and stopped to
chat to some owners about their cars.
The autojumble seemed smaller than I
recall in 2005 but that didn’t stop me
buying things I didn’t really need!
However, there was more time to have
an unhurried look at the other cars

We had arranged to break the return
journey by an overnight stop at a particularly cosy pub we know in Fittleworth, north of Arundel, called the
Swan Inn. It was nice not having to
‘clock-watch’ and thing about the journey and was a particularly fitting end to
a perfect day. As it was we noticed
many cars had already left Brighton by
3 o’clock in the afternoon.

Lowestoft to Land’s End - Easter
The “Side to Side” run, celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the 750
Motor Club and the 40th Anniversary of the Austin Seven Clubs
Association, was organised by the North Herts Centre of the
750MC. Hamish and Anne Alger, in their van, “Aunt Bessie”, were
amongst the entrants. Hamish takes up the tale....
Twenty-four cars entered, although I
believe this number was reduced to 21
by the start date. Anne and I wanted to
go on one of the previous runs, but illness and bad timing prevented our entry. This time we were determined to
go and the van was duly prepared, all
oils changed, fully greased, plugs and
points checked, etc. A wheel was
changed when a broken spoke was
found. The number and range of spares
that I normally carry was also checked
and four pints of Morris SAE 30 oil
were loaded. The spare fuel can was
filled (one gallon) to augment the
8

three-and-a-half gallons in the gravity
tank. Hopefully, we were ready for the
“off.”
Then the radiator was found to be leaking, so it was drained, flushed and refilled with soft water mixed with good
quality anti-freeze and one bottle of
“Bardleaks”: this did the trick, but two
further bottles of leak stopper were carried, together with copious amounts of
chewing gum and Araldite - none of
which was needed!
We were travelling in a convoy of three
cars: ourselves; Pam and Ian MasonNorfolk NA7ter
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Smith in their 1926 Chummy; and
Robin and Dianne Taylor in a 1939 Big
Seven. They all stayed with us the
night before the run and we had an
evening meal with friends old and new
at a local restaurant, made the more exciting as Sevens arrived from all points
of the compass.
Easter Saturday dawned dry but overcast and I led our three cars to the start
at Lowestoft Ness, the most Easterly
point of the British Isles. The local
Mayor waved us off, and we were
away at 8.30am. Now a word about the
Run itself. It was really quite laid back,
as, within limits, you could take as long
a time or as short a time as you liked.
Some entrants, mainly the Sports Specials, wanted to do the run as quickly as
possible - I believe that 10-11 hours is
around the existing record time - others, including ourselves, made it more
leisurely, taking two-and-a-half days
and enjoying England in April (didn't

some poet write about that?). You
could choose your own route: some
went down the AI2 to the M25, then
along the M4 before finally taking the
M5 and the A30. We drew a line on a
map of England from the Ness to
Land’s End and, within reason, kept to
it - with some obvious departures. This
method was obviously the shortest
route, which we made 458 miles each
way.
I believe that every car made it, although Janet Edroff and Gill Davis in
their Sports Special had problems with
a disintegrating carburettor and a puncture which put paid to their record
breaking attempt - although they still
made it in 14-odd hours, a valiant try.
For the first night, some 180 miles
from home, we had booked a B&B
near Hungerford and this was reached
about 6.I5pm. After a good night’s rest
and a checking-over of the cars, we

The Start - Lowestoft Ness
July 2009
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The Finish - Land’s End
“Aunt Bessie”, a 1939 Big Seven and a 1926 Chummy brave the rain!

were on our way on Easter Sunday for
the second night’s stay at Okehampton.

and a donation was given on behalf of
the Charity that he was walking for.

The weather was kind and the countryside looking its best; this meant several
stops to admire the views - Westbury
White Horse and Glastonbury Tor being amongst them - and our night stop
just outside Okehampton was again
reached without trouble. A delicious
clotted cream tea was enjoyed by all
before fettling and checking the cars
(always wise to do this before it gets
dark and also best not to leave it until
the following morning as you cannot
count on good weather). Whilst at this
B&B, we met a bloke who was walking from Land’s End to John O’
Groats. It made us feel rather humble

Easter Monday dawned dry, but the
forecast was dire; we were now on the
notorious A30 but there were no holdups in our direction. We stopped briefly at Jamaica Inn, on Bodmin Moor, for
coffee, but the whole place was disappointing, very 'touristy' and garish even the coffee was poor. By now, the
A30 was choked with traffic Eastbound, but we were still O.K. except
for the weather which had now closed
in, wet and windy. We did our best not
to hold up traffic, but there are still sections of the A30 which are single carriageway - not much, but enough to
hold up moderns. When we reached
Penzance we knew we were nearly

10
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there and would probably make it, a
great feeling!
Land’s End was duly reached at lunchtime and by now it was dismal, with
mist and moderate rain but we didn't
mind, we had made it! Permission was
granted for the three cars to go down to
the famous signpost and we all posed
in front of it.
Well, briefly, that's it. We had booked
a lovely country house hotel for the
night and, after a complete day’s rest
on the following morning Pam and Ian
left us for the return trip home to the
New Forest, whilst us four, not wishing
to waste this longish run, flew over to
the Scillies in a six-passenger aeroplane for a three night stay, during
which the sun shone most of the time.
We were allowed to leave our cars at
the Hotel, and stayed a further night
there on our return to the mainland.
Here we parted from Robin and Dianne
and we spent a further five nights returning to Lowestoft, looking up
relations and friends and visiting sites

of interest (Bath and Avebury, to mention two). I believe that all cars returned home safely with little or no
trouble which speaks volumes for our
little 'babies' and perhaps a little for us
too!
Altogether, we travelled just under
1200 miles, used three pints of oil and
practically no water - I didn't keep a
tally of the petrol used.
Thanks to the organisers, to the Cornwall A7 Club and particularly to Andrew Jermin for manning the control at
Land’s End for so long. Further thanks
to our own Roger Harnor and Biz for
all their work at this end and to Frank
Mortimer, Lowestoft's Mayor, for
turning out so early to wave us off at
Lowestoft Ness. The whole event was
a joy, and the only trouble experienced
by our group of three cars was Robin's
loose nuts (wheels) and our starter motor which went off bang and ceased
working, but after about an hour mysteriously started working again.
Next time, why don't you join us?

The
Club Banner
has flown
proudly at
several Village
Shows recently,
including
Bradenham
(left) and
Swanton Morley
(right)
July 2009
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Wymondham Old Timers Vintage/Classic Transport
Show - Sunday 3 May
This popular event was again held at Pensthorpe Nature Reserve,
near Fakenham. The show is open to all vehicles registered prior to
1975. The Editor was there...
The editorial RP Saloon was loaded
and ready so Cherry and I set off towards Fakenham in warm, bright, early-morning sunshine. So warm and so
bright that we completely forgot to put
any sort of coat in the car! Arriving at
an almost deserted Pensthorpe we immediately regretted our oversight, as a
strong, cold wind whistled across the
rally field.
The club banner was unfurled and we
sat shivering in splendid isolation, hoping for some company.

Eventually more cars began to trickle
in. The trickle became a steady stream
and eventually about one hundred cars
were on the field. The earliest present
was a 1906 Rover 6HP. The latest well, there were several 1970s Minis
and some very late Morris Minors.
Two more “Sevens” eventually arrived. Jim and Sue Hunt came in their
1927 “Top Hat” Saloon, along with
Michael Spinks in his 1933 RP Saloon.

The NA7C Contingent at Pensthorpe

12
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Other NA7C members present were
Dave and Tricia Rix in their Ford 100E
and John and Diane Clark in a 1952
“R” Type Bentley. John and Chris Hazell also put in an appearance, but
came by “modern”.

The entrance fee also included admittance to the Nature Reserve and most
people took advantage of this, spending time walking round the lakes and
aviaries and admiring the colourful
water-fowl.

Wings & Wheels, Henham - Sunday 10 May
Dave Rix went along to this annual event, organised by the Halesworth Lions.
Glorious spring weather resulted in an
estimated 5000 people passing through
the gates at this popular event, with
money raised going to local causes.
Coinciding with our arrival was that of
Roy Clarke in his Big 7, followed
shortly after by David Lobb in the Baylis-Thomas, who quite by chance

parked next to Roy. As the two of them
had never met before, introductions
were quickly made.
Other NA7C members present were
Roger Harnor, Will Dudman (and his
faithful whippet, Jess) and Colin and
Mossie (who had made a bulk purchase
of doughnuts which thankfully they

David Lobb’s Baylis-Thomas and Roy Clarke’s Big 7
July 2009
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shared with Trish and myself), making
for a convivial day. Out of us all Roy's
was the only “Seven” on show but I am
confident of getting seven “Sevens”
there next year for the public's delight!
The usual display of cars, military and
agricultural vehicles and motorcycles
were on display, including a 1901 5hp
steam-powered locomotive carriage
and the new Lotus Eco Elise, with its
partial hemp bodywork and solar roof
panels. Perhaps the idea is to grow Lotuses in the future - there's a thought!
The air display included a Twister single-seater aircraft. The Twister was designed by two German aircraft
enthusiasts who originally built a model which was so impressive they went
on to build this full size plane. It has
similarities to the Spitfire - except it
14

has only 90hp and no machine guns or
cannon! The most breathtaking display
was by the Glider World Champion
Guy Westgate, who was being towed
over the sky doing aerobatics, including an inverted run along the runway
not many feet up.There was also a quad
bunch, who flew through hoops at nil
feet.
The Tiger Club Turbulent Team also
staged barnstorming aerobatics in their
Tiger Moths.
There were many sideshows and much
local produce and wares on sale, although I believe the doughnuts sold
out. The huge open area where the
show takes place gives the impression
of “the event on the prairie”. Finally,
this year the access into and from the
site was hassle-free.
Norfolk NA7ter

Runs and Rallies
Oily Rag Day - Sunday 17 May
Once again, Ron and Barbara Houghton invited fellow club members and friends to join them at Mulberry Tree House. The Editor
went along to join in the fun.
Despite the ominous weather there was
a good turnout of members and guests.
The Austin Seven was represented by:
Dave Rix in his 1926 Chummy; Jim
and Sue Hunt, Michael Spinks, Will
Dudman and Rick and Cherry Fryer in
RP Saloons, Paul and Liz Maulden in
their 1937 Ruby; and Peter and Heather Metcalf in their 1931 Special. Ron’s
RP Saloon also put in an appearance.
Also present was a 1927 2-litre Lagonda Tourer belonging to Laurie and
Cherie Taylor. Postwar cars were represented by Trica Rix’s Ford 100E,
Philip and Tricia Jepson in their 1992
“British Open Classic” Mini, Dick Aplin and Val in an MGB, David and
Christopher Charles in a Mitsubishi
Sapporo, and Tony and Anne Rose in

1927 2-litre Lagonda Tourer
their Jaguar. There was also a small
group of barn engines.
This year’s driving test, once again organised by Dick and Val, was “motor
hockey” - or was it “motor polo”? Contestants were required to drive from
one “garage” to another, with the passenger dribbling a small football
around two posts and into the garage
using a reversed walking stick! Yes, it
sounds bizarre, but made for great entertainment. They then had to reverse
back the way they came and stop as

Contrasting styles of play
are demonstrated by
competitors in the driving test
July 2009
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A good turnout of members and guests
(Photo - Will Dudman)

Oily Rag
Day
Dave Rix Presents Ron with the
Collection

The Winners of the Driving Test,
Peter and Heather Metcalf

16
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close to the back wall of the garage as
possible. The winners were Peter and
Heather Metcalf in their Special, “Albert”. Dick and Val also produced an
entertaining quiz.
Following the driving test Barbara and
her daughter Carol served a delicious
tea. A collection, amounting to £149,
was taken for Ron and Barbara’s other
daughter, Sue, who, with her husband
Geoff, runs a charity in the North West

Frontier Province of Pakistan. The
email reproduced below was later received from Geoff and Sue.
Our own thanks go out to Ron and Barbara for their hospitality, Dick and Val
for devising and running the driving
test and quiz, and to everyone else who
contributed to making the event a resounding success, and to the club
members and others who turned up to
support it.

To members of the Austin 7 Club.
We want to thank you for the donation of £149 to our work in Pakistan
and Afghanistan by the members of the Austin 7 Club who attended the
(wet) Oily Rag Run at Ron and Barbara Houghton's this month.
Pakistan is very much in the news headlines in these days as more than
2 million people have fled the fighting in the Swat valley. We are looking
at ways in which we can be of assistance to internally displaced persons
(IDPs) in and out of the camps that have been established near to where
we live. The majority of the IDPs are not in the camps, but living with
friends and relatives and wherever they can find a place. One option we
are considering is buying food and delivering care packages to the IDPs
living near us.
We work as translators and publishers, and so another project on hand
is to prepare a pocket-sized medical book enabling expatriate doctors and
nurses (and others) communicate with patients when there is no local
person on hand to translate. We did something similar in Afghanistan,
and are hoping we can get the book quickly to press so as to be of help to
the Red Cross and other groups that have set up field hospitals in this area.
Thank you again for your kind donation.
Geoff and Sue Smith
July 2009
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Afterword
The Editorial Seven was running poorly when we arrived at Ron’s, but a bit
of “carburettor fettling” seemed to cure
the problem and we set off home full of
hope. This proved to be over-optimistic and after a few miles we again
ground to a halt. More fiddling with the
mixture and ignition got us going
again, but we were unable to travel far
before the problem recurred. Repeated
“tweaking” was just making things
worse.
Eventually we gave up and called the
breakdown service provided by RH the A7 Clubs Association insurers.
They were soon on the scene and we
completed our journey home by lowloader!
Emptying out the carburettor bowl
next morning revealed an unhealthy
mix of two-thirds petrol to one-third
water! Subsequent investigation (after
the petrol tank had been removed)

showed that the petrol gauge float was
only loosely secured to the tank, with
one screw missing. Obviously water
had been entering the tank over a long
period, no doubt accounting for most
of our carburation problems for the last
two years!
The tank was dried out, the float was
sealed and secured firmly and everything was reassembled. I replaced the
modern in-line fuel filter with a nice
vintage-looking one with a glass bowl,
which should act as a water trap if the
problem recurs.
Finally, our thanks to all the fellowmembers who stopped to offer assistance on a rather fraught journey, in
particular David and Christopher
Charles. We were also very impressed
with the service offered by RH, but
hope we will not need to use it again in
the near future!

The Applin Road Run Ready for the “Off” at
The Skeyton Goat
18
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Runs and Rallies
The Applin Road Run - Sunday 14 June
On a glorious June day, 22 intrepid motorists gathered at The Skeyton Goat for a meal prior to setting off on the Applin Road Run

NA7C members included Hamish and
Anne Alger in their A35, David and
Christopher Charles in the Austin Ten,
Tony and Anne Rose in their Morgan
+4, Ron and Barbara Houghton in Barbara’s Morris Minor and Dave and Tricia Rix in their Ford 100E Popular.
Dick and Val had brought their Riley
Special. The Editorial RP - now running well - was the only “Seven” on
parade until the Leviens arrived en
masse, with Charles in the Paxton Special and Judith, with daughter Rosie, in
the Opal. Finally, just as lunch was
about to be served, Adrian Cole arrived
in his Opal. Also joining the party,
July 2009

from the 750MC, were Peter and Anne
Brown, in their MG C GT and the
Gathercoles in a modern.
Following an excellent lunch, Dick
produced his instruction sheet, headed
“A Tour Round Some Churches With
Distractions Along The Way”. The
driving instructions appeared straightforward, but the “Distractions” - a list
of questions to be answered en route,
most of them cryptic and all of them in
random order - seemed daunting.
However, the participants set off and
were soon traversing the back lanes of
Norfolk, pausing occasionally to examine a church, chapel, farm or cottage
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First Aid for Barbara Houghton’s
Morris as a trio of Austins
(and a Riley) look on
in the hope of solving one of the Applins’ clues.
The route had been carefully planned,
keeping our cars well away from that
nasty modern traffic and after a very
pleasant drive of about 21 miles, we all
arrived at Dick and Val’s house on the
outskirts of Alysham.
Unfortunately not all went well for
everyone. Apart from the problems of
finding an Araucaria Aurucana which turned out to be a Monkey-Puzzle Tree - in someone’s front garden, or
counting the number of hearts on an
old chapel, two participants suffered
breakdowns. Both Tony Rose and Barbara Houghton had battery problems,
but made it to the finish and, thanks to
Dick, were able to make it home.
Following a delicious cream tea provided by Val, the answers were given
and the scores totalled. Judith and Ro20

sie Levien, the last of the competitors
to finish, were the winners, proving
that taking time to answer the questions payed off.
It was a lovely day out, with glorious
weather. Our thanks to Dick and Val
for all their hard work.

Judith and Rosie Levien
receive their prize from
Dick Applin
Norfolk NA7ter
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A Visit to Ken Wallis - Sunday 20 June
We pay our annual visit to Reymerston Hall, home of our
President,

An impressive line-up of “Sevens” plus a Rolls-Royce for good measure assembled at Reymerston Hall for our
now-annual visit to our President,
Wing Commander Ken Wallis.

Ken made us very welcome, as ever,
and took us on a tour of his hangar and
workshop. Several members took advantage of the fine weather and Ken’s
lawn for a picnic.

Seen above (left to right) are: the 1936
Nippy, recently acquired by Jamie and
Karen Rogerson; The Rubies of Martin
Roper and Paul and Liz Maulden.;
Dave Rix’s Chummy; Will Dudman’s
RP Saloon; Phil and Patricia Sharpe’s
Ruby; the RP saloons belonging to the
Editor, Michael Spinks and Jim and
Sue Hunt; Philip and Tricia Jepson’s
Chummy; Melvyn Grainger’s Ruby
(Essex A7 Club); Bryn Puiy’s RM Saloon (Essex); and Nick Gray’s 20/25
Rolls (also from Essex).

No visit to Reymerston would be complete without a flying display and Ken,
93-years-young, did not disappoint us.

July 2009

Our thanks to Ken for his hospitality.
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What’s On
The latest Events Calendar appears at the back of the magazine. An up-to-date version is available on the Club website at www.na7c.co.uk.
The Club’s Events Coordinator is Dave Rix, who can be contacted on 01508 493419
or rixna7c@waitrose.com

Please let the organisers know if you plan to attend.
All events are subject to change or cancellation.

Model Railway, Transport and Craft Exhibition Potter Heigham - Sunday 19 July
The NA7C has again been invited to
this event, held at Potter Heigham Village Hall and members are assured of a
warm welcome at what can only be described as a 1950s village show.

There is no entrance fee and free tea
and coffee will be provided during the
day. The public are admitted from
10.30, so please try to arrive before
then!

East Anglian Austin 7 Trophy Event - Sunday 16 August
This annual event, a light-hearted competition between the Austin 7 Clubs of
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge and Essex, will take place at Rougham Airfield, Bury St Edmunds.

As Cambridge were last year’s winners, they are responsible for organising this year’s event.
Dave Rix has all the details and entry
forms.

King’s Lynn Lions Charity Event- Sunday 30 August
This annual event is held at Park Farm,
Snettisham. It is basically a village
fete, with the added attraction of a kilometre-long, steam-powered
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miniature railway. Several club members have attended over the past few
years and had a great time. Full details
from John Groom on 01945 474196.
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What’s On
Village at War - Gressenhall - Monday 30 August
This is an annual event run over two
days - Sunday 29th and Monday 30th
August - when Gressenhall Farm and
Workhouse, near Dereham, aim to recreate something of the WWII spirit in a
typical Norfolk village preparing and
supporting the Home Front in the
1940s. Amongst the attractions are a
Girl Guide camp, village fete - along
with games and music from the era,
Land Army girls helping to bring in the
harvest, together with vehicles and enactors from the 1940s. Civilian vehi-

cles are welcome on Monday. If you
happen to have a Churchill tank, take it
along on Sunday, too!
Any members interested should get in
touch with Alison Tebbit, on 01362
869259 or gressenhall.museum@norfolk.gov.uk
There is also “Days To Remember” especially for the over 55s - on Friday
18 September, when members are also
invited to attend with their cars. Contact Alison as above.

NA7C Annual Rally - Sunday
6 September
Our annual rally, open to any pre-war
Austin car, will be held as part of the
Norfolk Gala Day at the Royal Norfolk
Showground.
To save you filling out the rather involved paperwork required by the organisers, the club has booked a site and
ordered car passes. There is a charge of
£5.00 per car this year, to include driver and up to three passengers.
To secure your passes, if you have not
already done so, please return the form
on page 31, together with the appropriate fee, to Dave Rix.

Please note:
Passes will not be issued
until August

July 2009
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Sales and Wants
Bearings
Member Jim Hunt has recently received excellent service from

Bearing Supplies Ltd
Bearing & Power Transmissions
Unit 1A, Abbey Farm Industrial Estate
Horsham St Faith, Norwich
(01603 891801
Jim says: “Ask for Robert - you will find him very helpful. He has an interest in older
vehicles and will know what you are talking about. He also carries quite a good range
of Imperial size bearings.”

Trunk for Sale
A friend of the Editor, who runs a wedding car business with several old cars,
including a 1935 Austin 16/6 Tickford
- a bit like a “Pearl” on steroids! - has a
large trunk for sale. At 31” long x 17”
wide x 15” deep it’s probably a bit too
big for a “Seven”, but would suit a
larger car. He wants £45 for it.
Contact Rick Fryer on 01362 696114
or rf.na7c@tiscali.co.uk if interested.

Club Sales
See the back cover for posters, badges and other Club items.

Clothing
Are you interested in purchasing fleeces, sweatshirts or overalls bearing the club
logo? Would you like any other club-branded items? Please let any member of the
committee know, so that enquiries can be made with suppliers.
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Sales and Wants
From Other Magazines
From the Austin Seven Owners Club (London)
Two bearing engine M180146 (1932)
Matching c/case and c/shaft numbers.
All new crankshaft bearings, all new
valves, valve guides and springs. Replacement valve seats already fitted
new starter ring gear, block cleaned internally, new water castings, all new
clutch parts (linings, toggles & springs
etc) Refaced tappets, photos available.
Recently rebuilt and ready to run.
£650 o.n.o.
Mike Weight Tel: 01225 319421.
Email;mvdad99@yahoo.co.uk

1938 Austin 7 'Haywood' special,
M.O.T. May 2009, Purves 'Source
Book' page 491, original registration
number FO 3705, restored 1989, 2,300
miles since to local rallies etc. Fitted
with either aero screens and tonneau
cover or, full screen and folding hood.
(Easily changed over) Reluctant sale
due to lack of use and other cars. (I can
only drive one at a time)
£6,000.
Fred W Clarke Tel. 01945 464883
(Cambs)

From the Scottish Austin Seven Club
Big Seven Rear Axle - heavy duty version overhauled by Vince Leek in
April 2007. The ratio is 5.125:1. New
seals and bearings etc have been fitted
and although it still whines a little
Vince assures me that it is 100% OK
(and he should know!) Hubs, rear
springs (with new pivot pins and bushes) and shock absorber mounts are included, however the brake back plate
assemblies and brake rods are not. This
axle has been working quite happily in
the car since the overhaul but now that
I have fitted another axle with a differ-
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ent ratio it is surplus to requirements.
Price £250. Contact Tony Adams.
01241 828634 or Email anthony.sheena@virgin.net
Austin Seven Chummy 1931 Cream
and Black. Original Spec. New Hood,
side screens, seats, carpets, good tyres.
Offers around £8,950. Could part exchange for LWB 2 or 4 seat tourer
(Chrome Radiator). Nippy, Ulster Rep
or Special. I can collect and deliver.
Dave Tedham 01299 841340
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FBHVC News
The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs is a grouping of over 450
Clubs and Museums together with
some 1500 Trade and Individual Supporters. The aim of the Federation is to
uphold the freedom to use old vehicles
on the roads without any undue restriction and to support its member organisations in whatever way it can.

The NA7C is a member of FBHVC.
They publish a bi-monthly magazine
that highlights legislation and other
topics that may affect our hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If
any member would like to read the
magazine in full, please contact the Editor, or visit the FBHVC website at:
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

Events and Shows - Insurance and Organisation
The Federation does have an information sheet which illustrates a draft entry
form and declaration designed for an
event where there are both static and
moving displays, available on our website or from the secretary. The law requires that vehicles that are moved
under their own power in places to
which the public have access be insured in accordance with the Road
Traffic Act. The declaration is not suitable for use for an event where any element of competition attaches to
driving the vehicle. Road rallies, competitive treasure hunts and other such
events should be organised under the
auspices of either the Motor Sports Association (MSA) or the Auto Cycle
Union which may have more specific
stipulations in respect of entry form
content. The MSA has an excellent
website which gives information on organising event on the roads, such as
treasure hunts: www.msauk.org.
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The submission of a signed entry form
is part of a contract between an event
organiser and a potential entrant
whereby the entrant agrees to participate in the event on the terms dictated
by the organiser. Should a dispute or
claim arise, those terms and the entry
form become part of the mechanism
for establishing responsibility. It is essential for organisers to ensure their
paperwork stands up to scrutiny. Clubs
putting on stands at shows organised
by others also need public liability insurance, and again should say so when
inviting members to assist/participate.
Some time ago FBHVC was concerned
that some organisers expected entrants
to sign declarations that contravene the
principles of fair contract by seeking to
hold the organisers and other participants indemnified against claims resulting from injury or damage whoever
is at fault. Any declaration that uses
phrases like 'howsoever caused' or 'notNorfolk NA7ter
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withstanding that the same may have
been caused or occasioned by' is likely
to fall into this category. Such declarations were made illegal by the Unfair
Contract Terms Act of 1977, but are
still seen. FBHVC advises individuals
not to sign such declarations as, in doing so, they may invalidate their own
insurance.
Organisers have a responsibility to
provide potential entrants with all the
information necessary to enable an individual to make the decision whether
or not to enter a particular event. They
should thus ensure that entry forms are
accompanied by all relevant details
about the event on a separate sheet that
the entrant should retain. In addition to
the obvious details about the event, this
sheet should at least include:
• the name of the organising body
and its status;
• the names of the organisers and
how they may be contacted;
• a note of what authorisations and
permissions have been obtained;
• a note of what insurance arrangements the organisers have made
(they should have public liability
cover);
• details of what insurance arrangements entrants are expected to
arrange for themselves.
The entry form should seek all the information that the organisers need and
should carry a declaration that the enJuly 2009

trant agrees to the (fair) conditions of
entry and accepts his/her responsibility
for ensuring the vehicle entered is fit
for purpose and is properly insured. It
is quite impractical for organisers to
physically check people have such insurance cover as they would have to
read the small print in the policy: how
long would that take? And how many
organisers would understand it?
Just recently some show organisers
have insisted on having exhibited vehicles' insurance policies sent to them in
advance. This again makes a rod for
the organisers' backs and should be actively discouraged for a number of reasons: the organiser probably does not
have the expertise to interpret such
documents and it also leads to concerns
about the security of such data and
what happens to it after the event is
over. If the organiser misinterprets the
cover shown on the insurance policy
and an incident happens that turns out
not to be insured - where would the
blame lie?
Please note that individuals setting up
stands or mounting static exhibits
(such as partly restored vehicles) independently at shows need public liability insurance. Such activity is usually
deemed to be covered by the public liability element that comes with household insurance, although it is worth
checking, and some cut-price household insurers may expect additional
premium. Individuals acting as repre-
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sentatives of a club should be covered
by the club's public liability insurance.
Individuals displaying motor vehicles
that work and will be driven into place
and away afterwards need to check that
their motor insurance includes cover
when the vehicle is being used as a
static exhibit. Basic RTA cover is unlikely include risks arising from a static
vehicle unless it is parked on a road.

Most classic vehicle insurance policies
do provide such cover, but it is important to check before the battery explodes on a hot day, rather than
afterwards. There is a grey area for vehicles that are not RTA covered, but
are nonetheless complete, such as single seat racing cars - these should really be treated as static exhibits.

DVLA - Missing Chassis Number
This case relates to a 1920s vehicle
which had been bought as a 'bag of bits'
for spares. Upon further examination,
the owner reassessed his purchase and
spent a not-inconsiderable sum in
transforming it into an excellent vehicle. Unfortunately there was no chassis
plate or paperwork and this particular
manufacturer, in common with many
of the period, did not stamp the number
on the chassis. The chassis number
only appeared on the maker's plate,
which was missing. By the time it
came to the engine restoration, money
had run out, so the owner installed a
modern engine and gearbox.
To overcome the lack of a chassis
number the owner obtained from the
appropriate specialist club a list of similar vehicle chassis and engine numbers and from this derived a suitable
chassis number based on the engine
number. The owner was quite open
about what he did in his covering letter
to the DVLA Local Office. This letter
28

also included a dating letter from the
specialist club, who dated the vehicle
only from photographs, without an inspection.
The DVLA Local Office inspected the
vehicle and indicated their intention to
allocate a Q registration. What would
have caused DVLA to consider allocating a Q plate instead of an age-related number?
The first alarm bell at DVLA could relate to the 'owner allocated' chassis
number. The situation of a vehicle
without a Vehicle Identification
Number VIN (i.e. chassis number) is
covered in the DVLA leaflet INF 26,
which has the descriptive title of
'Guidelines for the registration of rebuilt or radically altered vehicles'.
Where a vehicle does not have a chassis number, the DVLA Local Office
will allocate a 19 digit VIN number,
and this would be stamped on the vehicle in a manner and position agreeable
with DVLA. It was unwise of the ownNorfolk NA7ter
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er to attempt to allocate a chassis
number.
The second important point is to have a
dating letter from the 'appropriate vehicle enthusiasts club'. In practical terms,
it is much more difficult to date a vehicle without a chassis number, so the
club would need to have access to specialist knowledge. As a precursor to
the vehicle inspection by the club it
would be expected that the owner
would have provided a comprehensive
set of photographs. The club doing the
inspection need not be a member of the
V765 scheme, but it would give a
DVLA Local Office additional confidence in a dating letter if the letter were
from a club on the DVLA V765 list. In
this case the specialist club was not
known to DVLA, and that club had not
carried out an inspection.
The third point relates to having modern major components, e.g. engine and
gear box, in an historic vehicle. There
is a points system in INF 26, which relates to claims for an original registration number. However, this points
system could equally be applied to determine if a vehicle could be allocated

an age-related number, or if a Q registration would be more appropriate.
DVLA had been informed that it was
not an original engine. However the
DVLA inspector would not have the
knowledge to determine which other
major components were of a more
modern design so would not be able to
assess if the vehicle met the points criterion in INF 26.
This case illustrates how an application
can take an unexpected turn if the appropriate advice is not taken by an
owner from a club that is experienced
in DVLA procedures. All clubs on the
DVLA V765 scheme list were issued
with a copy of INF 26 by DVLA when
they were invited to renew their membership of the DVLA V765 scheme.
The nub of the problem is that the specialist club used by the owner was not
a member of the DVLA scheme, so
was unaware of INF 26.
There was good news at the end of this
story however, as since the Federation
took up the case the owner has been allowed an age related number by DVLA
and is of course delighted with the outcome.

DVLA -Location of surviving Motor
Registration Archives
Where there is an application to claim
an original registration number and the
pre-1983 tax disc or old style log book
has not survived with the vehicle, it
might be possible to claim the original
July 2009

registration number if the original Motor Registration Register still exists.
The location of the surviving archives
is listed in a book called 'How to Trace
the History of Your Car' by Philip
29
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Riden. The second edition of this book
was published over 10 years ago, and is
now out of print, although some copies
are available from the Vintage Sports
Car Club in Chipping Norton. The
Riden Book is now getting a little out
of date regarding the location of these
archives.
However, the Kithead Trust do have an
up to date list of the locations of these
archives, and this can be accessed by
going to their website at www.kit-
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headtrust.org.uk and click on 'location
list'. When printing off the list, sometimes addresses can be slightly
cropped. The Trust would be pleased
to receive any updated or additional information, which could be added to the
list. The list on the Kithead web site
could be of assistance to a clubs DVLA
Liaison person.
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NA7C Events Calendar 2009
Key
Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event

Bold type = NA7C Supported Event

Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C
Grey shaded – a new or amended event

Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event.
All the events and dates are subject to change.
Visit the website at www.na7c.co.uk for the latest information
Date
Jul

5
18

Sun
Sat

19
19

Sun
Sun

21

Tues

26
Aug 16

Sun
Sun

Event

Venue

Contact

Vintage Transport Festival
Holkham Country Fair

North Norfolk Railway
Holkham Hall

01263 820800
01953 605311

Steam, Transport & Craft
Exhibition
NA7C Meeting

Potter Heigham Village Hall

John Holland 01692 671987

Village Inn, Little Melton 7.30pm
Worstead Festival
Worstead
East Anglian Austin Seven Rougham Airfield, Bury St
Trophy Event
Edmunds

18

Tues

NA7C Meeting

19

Wed

24
29
30
31

Mon
Sat
Sun
Mon

Midland A7C Longbridge
Event
Aylsham Show
King’s Lynn Lions Charity
Event
Village at War

Dave Rix 01508 493419
rixna7c@waitrose.com

Village Inn, Little Melton 7.30pm
Longbridge, Birmingham
Aylsham, Norfolk
Park Farm
Snettisham
Gressenhall Farm &
Workhouse, Dereham

T.B.A
John Groom
01945 474196
Alison Tebbit 01362 869259
Alison.tebbit@norfolk.gov.uk

Events Calendar Continues Overleaf

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
NA7C Rally at The Norfolk Gala Day
Please return to: Dave Rix, Arlberg, Church Road, Alpington, Norwich, NR14 7NU
(01508 493419 or rixna7c@waitrose.com)
Name _______________________________ Contact No./email ____________________

Car Details
Model ___________________________ Year ______________

Reg No.___________________

Model ___________________________ Year ______________

Reg No.___________________

Model ___________________________ Year _____________

Reg No.___________________

I enclose cash/cheque (payable to The Norfolk Austin Seven Club) - £5 per car
Juky 2009

31

Our Cars
Date
Sep

5

Sat

6

Sun

Event
Old Buckenham Country
Fair
NA7C Annual Rally at
Norfolk Gala Day

15

Tues

NA7C Meeting

19

Sat

1940s Weekend

20
20

Sun
Sun

20

Tues

Marshall’s Centenary
(Cambridge A7 Club)
NA7C Meeting

Nov 17

Tues

NA7C Meeting

Dec

Tues

NA7C December Dinner

Oct

32

8

Venue

Contact

Old Buckenham, Norfolk
Royal Norfolk Showground.
£5 per car.
Contact Dave Rix for passes
Village Inn, Little Melton 7.30pm
North Norfolk Railway

Dave Rix 01508 493419
rixna7c@waitrose.com

01263-820800

Marshall’s Airfield,
Cambridge
Village Inn, Little Melton 7.30pm
Village Inn, Little Melton 7.30pm
Village Inn, Little Melton 7.30pm
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And Finally...
Most people are probably unaware that the Mafia was
very active in Norfolk in the 1930s. Known as the Costessey
Nostra, it brought terror to village halls and Womens
Institutes across the county.

This rare archive photograph shows Horry “Tommy
Gun” Dodman, one of the most feared Norfolk hit-men,
about to set out on a raid.
Horry was subsequently killed in a gangland shoot-out
when he tried to muscle in on a Wells-next-the-Sea bootleg
shellfish operation.

Club Sales
The following items are available from Dave Rix
(01508 493419 or rixna7c@waitrose.com) or at Club meetings.

Posters - £5 each
Longbridge-Produced Austin Sevens 1922-39
(27” x 39” approx)
Garage Chart (circa 1930) (36” x 21” approx)
“Chummy In The Lane” (29” x 21” approx)
Post-War Specials (27” x 19” approx)

2008 NA7C Mugs - £6 each
Fridge Magnets - 50p each
Stainless Steel Radiator Badges
£9.95 each
Also available

Vinyl Windscreen badges
Set of two large and two small badges

£1 per set
Binder for “Grey Mags”
holds 12 copies

£5 each

AUSTIN SEVEN BOOKS
from

MARGARET MOTORS BOOKSHOP
Bessingham, North Norfolk
Currently have the following Austin 7 books in stock

The Austin Seven Manual - Doug Woodrow - £45
The Austin Seven Source Book - Bryan Purves - £30
Men & Motors of the Austin - B. Sharratt - £25
Austin Seven Handbooks (Reprints) - various years - £5
Austin Seven Parts Books (Reprints) various years - £5
Plus many other books on old cars and related subjects

Contact Henry and Jennifer Thorne
01263 577366

