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News

Editorial
As the rally season and the summer draw to a close, it’s time to
look both back and forward: back to what was undoubtedly our
busiest year - and wettest summer; and forward to what remains
of this year and to plan for 2009. 

This year’s events calendar had something for everybody: road
runs, rallies, village fetes and more. The low turnout at some of
them was disappointing, but those who did attend will, I am sure,
join me in thanking the individuals and organisations who put so
much effort into making these events a success. It is now up to
all of us to make 2009 even better!

As for what’s left of 2008? Well, there’s Christmas to look for-
ward to - don’t forget our December Dinner is on Tuesday 9 De-
cember at the Village Inn, followed by the Annual General

Meeting in January. Autumn is also the time to be getting our
cars ready for winter and tackling all those little jobs that have
been put off during the summer. I will be putting a “new” engine
into the Editorial RP Saloon, which will hopefully make it a little
quieter and a lot less smoky.

This edition of the “NA7ter” also marks the end of my first year
as Editor. My thanks go to all the members who have contributed
articles and photographs. This time I have received so many con-
tributions that I have had to carry some over - my apologies if
you were expecting to see your article, but it will be in the next
edition.

Finally, may I be the first to wish all members and their families
a very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.

The “Press Date” for the next edition of the NORFOLK NA7TER is December 31st. Please let me have any contributions before that date. 
Contact details are on page 2

The Chairman’s Chunter
Well here we are for the final NA7ter of 2008 – the year when
for quite a few of our members the “Austin Seven did indeed
prove to be GREAT!!” Looking back over the year so far I
would like to express my thanks to those members who devised
interesting and enjoyable road runs for the rest of us and those
members who helped at the various events that the club organ-
ised. Also, on behalf of members of the club I would like to say
“Thank you!” to my fellow Committee members, in the first year
of having a “proper” one, for volunteering to join me in steering
and driving the NA7C, and for striving to make our club better
for all of the membership! However, we could really do with a
couple of more Committee Members to share the load. At
present Matt is manfully undertaking the two roles of Treasurer
and Membership Secretary, and I am looking after the duties of
Club Secretary and Chairman. (It is strange how the only two
members of the Committee who are not retired are doing two
jobs for the club as well as their full time employment!) So could
we please have two other members to come forward to take on
the duties of the Club Secretary and of the Treasurer? For ease
of operations and communications, they should really have and
use their own computer. I would also point out that Committee
Members are able to claim for their NA7C incurred expenses, so
you would not be out of pocket, but you will also gain a lot of
satisfaction in being more involved with the club and the mem-
bership. Please remember that Committee Matters matter to us
ALL and surely from the majority of our “retired” members we
can find two who can spare some of their time to become more
involved with the club that gives us all so much? Please let me
know if you are interested in doing so – I can promise you that
you will enjoy the NA7C even more.

One person who has volunteered to join the Committee next year
is Nick Walmsley, who has suggested that he look after the
club’s publicity matters. In July this year Nick very successfully
organised the vehicle entries for the Worstead Festival and has
suggested that we might like to hold our NA7C Rally as part of

the Worstead Festival next year. At least we would not be so
constrained by such rigid entry and exit times, as Nick has re-
introduced the use of the “Red Flag” for such eventualities. So I
really need some feed back from the membership as to whether
we should bring the NA7C Rally forward to July and hold it at
Worstead or leave it at the end of August at the Police Gala. 

At the end of last year, our Family Memberships stood at 80, but
eight decided not to renew for this year. However over the
months of 2008 we have gained new members, so that our Fam-
ily Membership is currently 85, which I think is really great for
such a “young” club of old cars! We must be doing something
right, which does make being involved as a Committee Member
all that more satisfying.

Our December Dinner is fast approaching, and the details of
which you will find at the end of this NA7ter. We will once again
be having our President, Wing Commander Ken Wallis as our
Guest of Honour, and this year we look forward to dining in the
Village Inn with a warm and convivial atmosphere.

The events that Miss Cheeseright has conveyed Susan and I to
all over the region, over the last number of months, have been
highly enjoyable. Apart from enjoying the driving, it is great to
see the smiles that light up the faces of passers-by when they see
our old jalopy trundling along, and I find it lovely to meet and
make so many friends at the various events – I guess that just
about sums up what we all enjoy with this passtime of ours. That,
as well as having an occasional reason to get nice and oily whilst
we sort out some problem or other, and in solving it, having the
satisfaction of proving that it has been solved by taking the car
out for a test trundle! I hope that we all have more satisfaction
and continue to keep our increasing number of like minded
friends in the New Year.

Cheers 

Jim
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New Members

We are pleased to welcome the following new members to the club:

• Roy and Val Spinks, from Buxton, who are looking for a suitable car.

• Claude Solomon, who owns a 1934 Ruby and lives in Costessey, near Norwich.

• Graham Allen, who comes from Alby.

• William Dudman, from Beccles, who is looking for a Box Saloon.

• Philip and Patricia Sharpe, who live in New Costessey, near Norwich and own a 1935 Ruby.

• Reverend Simon Lawrence, who is Rector of Stalham and does not currently own an A7.

• Ian Austin, from Lenwade, who has a 1934 Box Saloon.

Chairman’s Charity

At Christmas 2007 the club contributed £50 to a charity helping orphans in Zimbabwe. This good cause was selected by Charles Levien’s
daughter, Rose, when she swam the English Channel earlier in the year.

This year the committee, on your behalf, have decided to repeat the gesture. Currently we have only one suggestion for the charity - The
Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum at Flixton, which is where our President’s collection of autogyros will eventually find a home.

However, we are more than willing to consider any worth cause, so if you have a favourite charity which you think deserves the club’s
support, please let any member of the committee know.

Petrol News

In FBHVC News (see page 28), there is further news on the use of ethanol in petrol. Additionally, the following appeared in the Maga-
zine of the Pre- War Austin Seven Club:

.....Whilst in Christchurch Park a gentleman came to us discussing the fuel we used and how modern fuels are designed for modern en-
gines and therefore do not allow our older designs to perform in the most efficient way. I was told that there is now a legal way to adapt
modern petrols to suit our cars as explained in the note I was given, a copy of which is given below:

Are you aware that modern petrol is not suitable for older, low
compression engines? It burns hot and too slowly leading to loss
of power and causing overheating. A simple solution is to mix
kerosene (heating oil) with petrol (about 10 parts petrol to I part
kerosene depending on your compression ration).

Normally this is illegal, however HM Revenue and Customs has
agreed a concession allowing the use of marked kerosene in vin-
tage vehicles in production up to and including 1955. To apply
write to:

Mr John Loughney 
Excise, Stamps and Money Businesses
HM Revenue & Customs
3rd Floor West
Ralli Quays
3 Stanley Street
Salford

Requesting a ‘General Licence to mix hydrocarbon oils under
Regulation 43 of the Hydrocarbon Oil Regulations 1973
(ST1973/131 1)’ giving your name, address, model and dates of
production model of your vehicle.

The above is offered with no guarantees, but the Editor would love to hear from anyone who tries it!
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Do the Continental!

A couple of our members have been lucky enough to be invited to go on Continental tours. Keith Ashby 
took part in the Commemoration of the Circuit des Ardennes, while Hamish and Anne Alger participated 
in the Viking Tour of Denmark.

Third Commemoration of the Circuit des Ardennes - 4-6 July

Keith Ashby and Nigel Stannet-Cox drove to Bastogne in Nigel’s Ford Model A to join in the celebrations. Keith has the details...

Until 1902, car races took place on public roads, usually from
town to town, such as Paris to Madrid. Partly because of the
many accidents that ensued, in 1902 Baron Pierre de Crawhez
devised a closed circuit route of 53 miles around the town of
Bastogne in the Ardennes region of Belgium. Competitors drove
for six laps over gravel roads, a total of 318 miles. The first race
was won by an Englishman, Charles Jarrott, on a 70hp Panhard.
The last race on the circuit was held in 1907.

Nigel invited me to accompany him in his Ford Model A Dicky.
We had a direct and smooth crossing from Harwich to the Hook
of Holland, followed by a drive on very busy motorways through
Holland and Belgium to Bastogne. Nigel, being a “proper” old 

car driver drove all the way there (and back), covering well over
500 miles in Holland and Belgium alone - unlike many much
more “local” drivers, who towed their cars to Bastogne.

For this anniversary event some 500 cars and 60 motorbikes
were entered, dating from 1899 to 1970. The cars followed ap-
proximately one lap of the original circuit at their own speed. On
Saturday 5 July the pre-1919 vehicles drove, while post-1919
had their turn on Sunday. A wide variety of motor manufacturers
were represented, including many Belgian companies that have
long-since disappeared. There were two Austin Sevens.

All in all, it was a terrific event commemorating the history and
development of motor racing.

Nigel Stannet-Cox and his Ford Model A A Brace of Bugattis

... companies that have long-since disappeared - A Belgian Minerva (left) and a German Horch
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Viking Tour - 6-15 July

Hamish and 
Anne Alger were 
guests of the Essex Austin 
Seven Club on the Viking Tour of 
Denmark. Hamish tells all...

Anne and I were privileged to be asked to this event, which was
organised by Dave Orange and Denyse, his wife, together with
Chris and Jette Burrows, who live in Norway but often go to
Denmark, where the event was held. 

There were 14 cars on the run - 13 Austin Sevens and just one
“other make”, a very well restored 1959 Riley 1.5. The majority
of people came from Essex, with six people from the Dorset
Austin Seven Club and just Anne and myself from the NA7C.

We started off on Sunday 6 July, with a leisurely run down to Ip-
swich on the A12, taking lunch on the way; we preferred to drive
through Ipswich rather than over the Orwell Bridge, and easily
found our way, picking up the A137 to Manningtree and turning
left on a scenic route to Harwich. One always allows enough
time to catch ferries; you never know if one might suffer the odd
problem - or worse! However all went well and we had time on
our hands to explore Harwich, but found it singularly uninterest-
ing.

Going back to the ferry port we fell in with our first fellow “tour-
ists” David Austin (pretty apt name that) and his son Mark, driv-
ing a 1934 Nippy. Soon the other Sevens arrived and we were
pleased to see that nobody had any problems en route. After the
usual delays we all drove aboard the ferry in a tight group and
caused quite a bit of interest. We were to be on board for 20
hours (to Esbjerg) so had booked evening meals, cabins and
breakfast, which were all more than satisfactory. We docked
around 1pm on Monday and then drove about 86 miles to Lem-
vig, where we spent the night at an hotel. The route was pretty,
most of it a coast road with sand dunes and flat agricultural land
- ideal for Sevens. Some minor problems occurred, with one car
having to ‘hot wire’ or by-pass its ignition switch, but we all ar-
rived safely. Perhaps I should point out here that “Aunt Bessie”,

our trusty Seven van had the smallest fuel tank of all the cars, just

3½ gallons to the brim, so potentially we had to re-fuel more than
most - although we did have a spare can on the front wing con-
taining a gallon.

After a good night, some minor fettling was done before we set
off at around 8am to drive the 132 miles to Mou, which is situ-
ated somewhat more than halfway up the Mainland of Denmark
and to the East. Towards the end of the journey it was necessary
to take the ferry across the fjord, which is super efficient. Again
all the cars ran well. The weather so far was mixed, with sun-
shine and showers and we had to keep stopping to allow the own-
ers of the open cars (Chummies, Nippy and some tourers) to
erect their hoods. I should explain here that several of the drivers
had never driven their cars abroad before. Indeed, some people
had never been “foreign” themselves, so the idea was to run in a
loose convoy to help the first timers accustom themselves to
driving on the wrong (right!) side of the road.

So we all arrived safely at our Hotel at Mou which was to be our
base for the remainder of our time in Denmark. Incidentally, we
went to a well-preserved German Bunker Museum at Hanstholm
on our route, which was really fascinating; evidently some huge
(13 inch) guns were situated here to fire across the straits be-
tween Norway and Denmark, thus preventing the Royal Navy
from entering the Baltic Sea.

The following day was relatively quiet, with a visit to a lovely
fishing village called Saerby, overlooking the Kattegat. After
that we visited a large castle and a typical Danish windmill.

On Thursday we drove to the city of Aalborg and visited a dis-
tillery (life can be hell, can’t it!), parked in one of the city’s
squares where we created a good deal of interest, went down in
a lift to a mediaeval level where we saw the remains of a Fran-
ciscan friary and generally ‘did’ the city. In the evening we went
up the fjord for a riverboat cruise and an evening meal.
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The following day was an easy one, with a tour of a salt mine and
a chance of bathing in a salt pool similar to the Dead Sea. On Sat-
urday we had a short drive to meet up with about 50 members of
a local car club, with vehicles ranging from a 1930s Bentley,
several large American cars, some delectable French vintage
cars and a solitary replica Austin 7 Ulster. After a breakfast pro-
vided by the Club we went on a 40 mile run, during which we
stopped off for three challenges which were so interesting we
might just use them ourselves in the future. The club then pro-
vided us with a hog roast lunch before judging took place, in
which our van took a prize for being the most charming vehicle
present! On the way back we called in at a Go Cart Circuit,
where we all left our Sevens in the carpark and “had a go”. I had
never done this before, and was on No. 3 grid of the Novices.
Suffice to say I finished first in the heat. The circuit was very
wet, and it came on to rain while we were going round, but the
organisers didn’t call us in and everybody had a wonderful time.
The following day, Sunday, was a day off, with most of us doing
minor fettling of the cars and some cleaning. In the evening we
had a Gala Dinner, with several of us wearing fancy dress: Anne
and I dressed in overalls, with Anne in a headscarf and me in a
flat hat - all in keeping with the humble origins of the van.

Monday was the last full day, and we all set off for the Northern-
most point of Denmark called Skagen and Grenen. This is where
the Atlantic Ocean meets the Baltic Sea (strictly the Skagerrak
meets the Kattegat) and, as the only person wearing shorts, I was
able to wade in and stand with one leg in either sea. Coming back

to the car, there was a small pool of fuel under the engine, and I
found that my fuel tap had sprung a leak (gravity tank) and the
needle valve in the carburetor had also allowed the fuel to get
past. Setting off back to the hotel seemed to cure the problem and
to date I haven’t repaired it. One car suffered a loss of fuel to the
carburetor and the fault was traced to the pump diaphragm which
was quickly replaced.

The final day was occupied in driving back to Esbjerg, some 130
miles and catching the ferry which sailed back to England at
about 7pm. Another pleasant evening and night on the ship be-
fore docking at Harwich the following day. Finally, a 60 mile
trouble-free run to Oulton Broad completed a lovely 10 days.

We did approximately 950 miles and used about 24 gallons of
petrol, which equates to around 40 miles to the gallon (apologies
to metric lovers but I was born an Englishman). No car had any
serious problems, only the usual blocked jets, timing a bit out,
running out of fuel (not us!) and a leaking core plug. The trip was
really designed for first-timers abroad and was easy, with no
mountains, good roads and little traffic. It goes without saying
that if a similar trip be organised again, it would be good to have
the company of other Norfolk A7 members. Give it some
thought.

Rallies, Runs and Shows

Rix Road Run - 6 July

Venta Icenorum is the Romano-British predecessor of modern Norwich, founded during the AD 60s in the valley of the River
Tas, immediately to the south of its confluence with the Rivers Yare and Wensum. It was the largest and most important Roman
centre of northern East Anglia. The Latin name may be translated as “market-place of the Iceni”.

On Sunday 6 July, six slightly more modern chariots assembled
in the car park for the start of the Rix Road Run, namely: Nick
Walmsley in his 1930 RL Saloon; the 1934 RP Saloons of Jim
and Sue Hunt, Ron and Barbara Houghton and Colin Aldridge
and Mossy; Jim Blacklock and Susan in their 1936 Ruby; and

your Editor and Cherry in their 1933 RP Saloon. Also along for
the ride were Dave and Tricia’s friends John and Christine in
their MGBGT.

Having been presented with our directions and list of questions,
we set off. All went well for a couple of miles as clues were

...and a solitary replica Austin 7 Ulster
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solved and the route followed without much difficulty. Howev-
er, the Editorial Seven began to develop a worrying metallic rat-
tle in its nether regions. A cursory examination showed nothing
had come loose or fallen off, so we pressed on, with percussion
accompaniment!

We circled Brooke Mere and headed for Seething Airfield,
where we found Dave Rix in “Little Nell” installed on the grass
in front of the Control Tower with NA7C banner proudly flying.
All six cars soon assembled in a line, giving the other visitors to
the tower something extra to look at and talk about. As usual,
everyone had a story to tell about “Dad’s old Austin”. A K2 Aus-
tin Fire Tender was also parked there. We looked around the ex-
hibits and several of us took the opportunity for refreshments.

Following this welcome break, we pressed on through the remot-
er parts of the Norfolk countryside, answering Tricia and Dave’s
well-thought-out clues and doing our best to keep to the route.

Eventually we reached Loddon, where fluctuating oil pressure
led me to suppose my oil jets were blocked. We parked in the

market square and I cleaned them out, then discovered that I had
used more oil than normal and needed a refill. A diversion to the
petrol station on the A146 took care of that and we were soon
back on course.

By now well and truly bringing up the rear, we finally reached
Alpington to find Tricia, Dave and the rest of the intrepid travel-
lers waiting for us. Tricia had laid on a magnificent spread, to
which everyone did justice.

Marking the answer sheets resulted in the usual petty squabbles
(is a toad slippery?) but all was eventually resolved and resulted
in a narrow victory for the Editor, who beat the Chairman by half
a mark!

All in all, it was a grand day out. Tricia and Dave did a great job
with the route and the clues and provided a superb buffet. Our
thanks go out to them.

And the metallic rattle? It was the baffles in the silencer.

North Norfolk Railway Vintage Transport Day - 13 July

Chairman Jim Blacklock lets the train take the strain

Early on Sunday morning, Susan and I loaded the picnic stuff
onto the back seat of Miss Cheeseright and headed out along the
back roads from Acle to the Holt railway terminal of the North
Norfolk Railway to join in their Vintage Transport Day, which
took place in the meadow behind the station. 

There were all types of classic cars there, lined up in rough lines
across the field, amongst who were a few members of the NA7C,
including Rick and Cherry Fryer with their blue RP Saloon, Ri-
chard and Val Hart in their Roach Special, and Anne and Tony

Rose in their Morgan. There was also a nice early Austin Seven
Opal belonging to a gentleman who commuted between his
homes in North Norfolk and Lincolnshire. 

One the attractions of the day was free travel between Holt and
Sheringham on either the steam railway train or a fifties road
coach. Before Susan and I boarded the train, we had a look
around the gift shop and we found a jigsaw featuring an Austin
Seven to add to my collection (though we still have to find the
time to do it!). 
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That day was the first day of operation of the newly-restored
Gresley Quad-Art carriage set, which are made out of teak with
a beautifully varnished finish. Susan and I were joined on this in-
augural run of the Gresleys by Richard and Val and we all dis-
embarked at Weybourne Station to have a look around the signal
box and come to some understanding of how it all works and the

importance of the passing of keys. We caught the next train up
to Sheringham, where we enjoyed an ice cream before the return
train to Holt, where we took a trip into Holt town on board an old
bus. We had a jolly enjoyable day, having a good mardle with
other old car enthusiasts, and talking about the peculiarities of
our particular petrol gurgler. 

... then joins the rest of the NA7C membersMiss Cheeseright makes her entrance...

The Gresley Quad-Art set leaves Weybourne Station, heading for Sheringham
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Potter Heigham - 20 July

Following the success of last year’s visit, we were again invited to attend the Potter Heigham Model Railway, Transport and
Craft Exhibition

Six cars put in an appearance. From left to right (above) are the
1934 RP of Colin Aldridge and Mossy; the Editor’s 1933 RP;
Roy and Carole Clarke’s 1938 Big Seven; the 1926 Chummy be-
longing to Tricia and Dave Rix; “Miss Cheeseright”, the 1936
Ruby of Jim Blacklock and Susan; and a Mk 1 Ruby driven by
Chris Makepeace.

An enjoyable afternoon was spent looking round the model rail-
way layouts and craft stalls, and having a good old mardle round
the picnic table. 

The day ended with a drive in convoy to the car park at Lathams,
where we all enjoyed an ice cream.

Mossy’s Maritime Meander - 10 August

One of the few decent Sundays in August saw a small group of Austineers negotiating the back lanes of Norfolk heading towards
Barton Turf and the River Ant for Mossy’s Maritime Meander.

Colin and Mossy were on hand with tea, coffee and delicious
shortbread as we all arrived. Jim and Sue Hunt, with their Box,
and Dave and Tricia Rix in their Chummy, “Little Nell”, were al-
ready there when the Editorial Saloon rolled in, followed by Roy
and Carol Clarke, who drove up from Lowestoft in their modern.

David Wall put in a fleeting appearance in his Ulster, then roared
off, promising to return later.

Along with Captain Colin, we made our way down to the moor-
ings and boarded the good ship Koumera. As we sailed north up
the River Ant, the Captain announced that we should keep our
eyes peeled, as there would be a quiz later, based on our voyage!
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We passed Hunsett Mill - a drainage pump built in 1860, now a
private residence and undergoing extensive refurbishment - and
reached Wayford Bridge, which is the head of navigating for
vessels the size of Koumera. With First Mate Roy now at the
helm, we turned and made our way back down river to Barton
Broad. After a brief cruise around the Broad, we returned to the
moorings after a delightful hour and a half afloat.

Back at Gladden House, Mossy had prepared a delicious and ex-
tensive lunch, and everyone showed their appreciation by getting
stuck in – sailing certainly sharpens the appetite! 

The quiz followed. Some of the questions were based on what
we had seen, while others were of a general boating nature. Your
Editor, who prides himself on his nautical knowledge, was sur-
prised to find that while the rail in the bow of a boat is called the
“pulpit”, the one at the stern is called the “pushpit”! 

Our thanks go to Colin and Mossy for a most entertaining and
convivial day out

East Anglian Austin Seven Trophy Event - 17 August

In contrast to the previous Sunday, the East Anglian Austin Seven Trophy Event began with heavy rain, but cleared up later

Twenty-nine assorted Austin Sevens made their way to
Rougham Airfield, near Bury St Edmunds, for the fourth annual
East Anglian Austin Seven Trophy Event. These included eight
from the NA7C, namely: the 1926 Chummy of Dave Rix; Roger
Dutton in his 1928 Chummy; Hamish Alger’s replica Van; the
1934 RP Saloon of Ron and Barbara Houghton; Jim Blacklock
and Susan in their 1936 Ruby; Paul and Liz Maulden in a 1937
Ruby; the 1936 Pearl of Henry and Jennifer Thorne; and your
Editor and Cherry in their 1933 RP Saloon.

Like most people, we encountered torrential rain on our way to
the show, but arrived without incident to find Graham Baldock
of the Essex Club, who were the hosts for this year’s event, bus-
ily setting up the site. Despite the weather, things were pretty dry
under foot and we had been allocated the whole of one side of
the parade ring.

Sevens soon started arriving thick and fast, with cars from Suf-
folk, Essex, Cambridge and, of course, Norfolk. By the time all
were present, the skies had cleared and we began to anticipate a
pleasant afternoon.

We sailed north up the River Ant... ... passing Hunsett Mill
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We were not disappointed. As the air display unfolded above us,
with wing-walkers, dog-fights from both World Wars, the Battle
of Britain Memorial Flight Lancaster and a brief appearance by
the Red Arrows, to name but a few, we all joined in a parade
around the ring. Then we got down to the serious business of
picking a winner. Or, to be precise, three winners. 

The East Anglian Austin Seven Trophy is awarded to the club
rather than the owner of the winning car. By tradition, the crite-
rion for the competition is selected at random from four sealed
envelopes. This year, the requirement was for the “longest
owned car”. Also at stake, and voted for by the members present,
were certificates for the best flat radiator and cowled radiator
cars.

The Trophy was won by Hugh Barnes, of the Cambridge Club,
who has owned his Box Saloon for 37 years. He was presented
with the Trophy by a couple of passing street entertainers, and

with an NA7C mug by Chairman Jim. He was also informed
that, along with the honour of being the trophy-holder, comes the
responsibility of organising next year’s competition! 

The best flat radiator car was judged to be the 1931 tourer be-
longing to Dave Orange (Essex), while the prize for the best
cowled radiator went to Mel Grainger (Suffolk) for his 1936 Ru-
by. Runners-up in both categories came from Norfolk - Dave
Rix’s 1926 Chummy and Paul Maulden’s 1937 Ruby. All the
prizewinners were presented with a certificate by the Rougham
organisers in the central ring

At the end of the show, as promised by the organisers, leaving
the airfield was a vast improvement over last year’s fiasco. A
separate exit was provided for exhibitors and we were soon on
our way back “over the border” with a trouble-free and, thank-
fully, dry run home. 

A well-organised day out which appeared to be enjoyed by all
present. We now await Cambridge’s invitation for next year.

Footnote to the East Anglian Austin Seven Trophy
Event
Some of you may be aware of the unfortunate incident at
Rougham involving the Essex A7 Club’s gazebo. A sudden and
unexpectedly strong gust of wind lifted it free from its tent pegs
and with the greatest of bad luck the metal frame struck a mem-
ber of the public, who was walking past with her husband and a
young child.

She sustained a cut on her head which bled profusely. The St
John’s Ambulance were called and attended the scene within a
few minutes and managed to take care of the lady back at their
onsite facility.

This is, we sincerely hope, a once-in-a-blue-moon occurrence
and could very well have been much worse than it was. There
was a distinct possibility that the club could have been involved
in an insurance claim, but the lady has since stated she would
prefer it if the club simply made a donation to her local hospice.
This they have agreed to do.

Some of the Sevens at Rougham

The Winning Car
Hugh Barnes is presented with theEAA7 trophy
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The Lancaster over-flies 
the line-up of Sevens in the ring

as 
(inset)

Paul Maulden and Dave Rix 
collect their certificates
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Village at War - 25 August

The club found themselves back in 1942 at The Museum of Norfolk Life, Gressenhall Farm and Workhouse

The organisers of Village at War invited the club to send along
half-a-dozen Austin Sevens to this annual event and we were
given pride of place in the museum courtyard. From left to right
(above) are Paul and Liz Maulden’s 1937 Ruby; the 1936 Ruby
of Jim Blacklock and Susan; the Editor’s 1933 RP; a Ruby be-
longing to non-members Philip and Patricia Sharpe - who subse-
quently joined the club; Jim and Sue Hunt’s 1927 Top Hat
Saloon; and the 1932 RN of Bob Carey. Missing from the line-
up is Dave and Tricia Rix’s 1926 Chummy, which suffered car-
burettor problems en-route and arrived later.

The idea of Village at War is to recreate a summer’s day in 1942
with some of the happier sights and sounds of the war years.
Down on the farm the Women’s Land Army were helping to

bring in the harvest and tend to the livestock. There was a 1940s
Girl Guide camp on the farm, while in the farmhouse, wartime
recipes were being cooked on the range.

In the school, evacuees were being settled in to their new home,
while outside in the courtyard a fearsome Sergeant-Major was
putting Home Guard recruits through their paces. There was an
interesting collection of military vehicles and a few other classic
cars and commercials, including David Lobb in his Bayliss-Tho-
mas and a “Greengrass” look-alike, complete with lorry.

Later in the day there was a fly-past by a Hurricane and Spitfire
of the Battle of britain Memorial Flight.
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NA7C Rally at the Police Gala Day - 31 August

The Editor drives to the rally in mist and home in a monsoon, but gets a sun-tan in between as records are broken!

My involvement with this year’s rally began a day earlier than
most. Saturday afternoon found me along with Chairman Jim
and Dave Rix busily marking out our site at the Showground.
Jim had produced a comprehensive scheme, grouping all the flat
radiator cars on the right of the site, all the cowled radiator cars
on the left and the gazebo in the middle. Armed with a tape, mal-
lets, pegs and ropes we soon had the job done. The gazebo was
then erected. Bearing in mind the accident we had witnessed at
Rougham (see page 12), Jim had obtained some tie-downs and
extra-strong pegs. The committee had also carried out a compre-
hensive risk assessment of both the site and our activities, so we
hoped for a trouble-free and successful show on the following
day - providing the weather was kind.

Cherry and I were up early on Sunday morning and found Dere-
ham shrouded in mist. Heading down the A47 with headlight
burning brightly (!?) we made good time in the light early-morn-
ing traffic and arrived at the Showground about eight o’clock,
just as the mist began to clear.

Driving up to our site, we found the gazebo was still standing,
and had been joined by Jennifer and Henry Thorne’s camper
(and Pearl cabriolet), which had arrived just after we left on Sat-

urday and had spent the night on site. We pulled into position
and awaited the arrival of the rest of the club.

Sevens began arriving thick and fast and we reaped the benefit
of our planning as the cars were swiftly directed on to their mark-
ers. The day began to warm up and by the time the public were
admitted, at ten o’clock, most of the expected cars were in posi-
tion. There were a few late arrivals - Roy and Carol Clarke had
to replace a core plug, while Nick Walmsley had his musical du-
ties to attend to - but eventually we mustered a record total of 25
cars - 21 from our own club (including David Charles in his Aus-
tin 10 Litchfield - and four from Suffolk (see below).

The sun shone and the stand attracted a lot of public interest, in-
cluding a few potential members. The activities in the main ring
got underway, as did the adjacent dog agility competition. Being
less mobile than usual, due to an attack of gout, I spent most of
the day in or around our display, either chatting or resting in the
“picnic area” to the rear of the gazebo and enjoying the unusual
opportunity to sunbathe.

The judging followed the time-honoured pattern. Club members
were asked to vote for the best flat and cowled radiator car, while
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the public voted for the car they liked the best. The winners
were:

• Best Flat Radiator Dave Rix 1926 Chummy

• Best Cowled Radiator John White1937 Opal

• Public's Choice Dave Rix 1926 Chummy

John White was not around, but Dave and Trica were presented
with their two gold club mugs. Also given a commemorative
mug was Michael Spinks. Michael’s 1933 RP Saloon appeared
on this year’s mugs and, by tradition, a special mug is presented
to that car’s owner.

As events drew to a close, ominous black clouds started to ap-
pear. Club members began to leave and we decided to clear the
site. The gazebo came down in double-quick time and was
stowed away in Henry’s camper, along with the stakes and
boundary ropes. We completed the clear-up just as the heavens
opened and we headed for home.

The journey back to Dereham was a wet one, but improved traf-
fic control on the road from the Showground made getting away
easier than previous years. Rather than try and negotiate the A47
in heavy traffic and torrential rain, we took to the back roads,
through Colton, East Tuddenham and Mattishall and arrived
home safe and weary after a long but interesting and enjoyable
day.

Cars at the Rally

Norfolk

• Dave Rix 1926 AD Tourer

• Nick Walmsley 1930 RL Saloon

• John Groom 1931 RL Saloon

• Dave Whitton 1931 RL Saloon

• Matt Dingle 1931 RN Saloon

• Bob Carey 1932 RN Saloon

• Rick Fryer 1933 RP Saloon

• Michael Spinks 1933 RP Saloon

• Colin Aldridge 1934 RP Saloon

• Jim Hunt 1934 RP Saloon

• John Hazel 1934 Mk 1 Ruby

• Philip Sharpe 1936 Mk 1 Ruby 

• Henry Thorne 1936 Pearl

• Chris Makepeace 1936 Mk 1 Ruby

• Paul Rumsey 1936 Mk 1 Ruby

• Jim Blacklock 1936 Mk 2 Ruby

• John White 1937 Opal

• Paul Maulden 1937 Mk 1 Ruby

• Charles Levien 1938 Paxton Special

• Roy Clarke 1938 Big 7 Sixlite

• David Charles 1934 Austin 10 Litchfield

Suffolk

• David Lobb 1931 Swallow Saloon

• Bryn Puiy 1931 Box Saloon

• Nick Gray 1932 RN Saloon

• Melvin Grainger 1935 Ruby
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Our Cars

A Big Seven Story

A Chance Encounter leads Roy and Carol Clarke to a Norfolk Graveyard

My wife Carol and I were just beginning to pack up, ready to
leave the 2007 Police Gala at the Norfolk Showground in our
1938 Big Seven, when a member of the public came and asked
“Is that your Austin over there?”

“Yes” I replied and my wife said “Oh, you mean Dolly Mixture.”
Carol always refers to the car as Dolly Mixture, but don’t ask me
why. We got chatting to the lady and her husband and it tran-
spired that the car had belonged to her mother and she had been
trying to find it for years. This was all substantiated later from
the vehicle history held by Robin Taylor on the Big 7 Register.
We took a few photos of the car with Pauline, that’s the daughter,
and her husband, Rodney, and agreed that we would take the car
over to them so they could go for a ride and have a good look
around it. They live near Wymondham in Norfolk. 

Following further talks with Pauline we learnt that her father had
owned the local garage - which is now houses - where the car
was last refurbished in the 70s. We know it was resprayed, but
have no record of mechanical work. He also owned a 1938 Mor-
ris 8. Both cars were sold to a guy in Wells, Norfolk, from whom
I purchased the Austin in 2005. Rodney told us he had wanted to
buy the Austin and had even altered his garage, but his mother-
in-law had different ideas and sold it. When I purchased the Aus-
tin it had been stored for seven years and hardly used. Although

the body looked presentable, we have had to carry out a lot of
mechanical work such as an engine rebuild, brake overhaul etc. 

We agreed to meet Pauline and Rodney on a Sunday morning,
with the car, at Wymondham, where her brother owns the Res-
taurant in the old railway station. A very interesting place and
well worth a visit. We duly arrived at the station in the Austin
and had a natter and coffee with Pauline and her husband, at
which time we learnt that the Austin is engraved on Pauline’s
parents’ gravestone. This is in Wymondham cemetery, which is
not far from the station, so we all took a stroll to see the head-
stone. 

Not only was the Austin engraved on the headstone, so was the
Morris. This was unbelievable; you could even read the number
plate. We were told that the car was borrowed from the owner in
Wells and used at her mother’s funeral. More pictures were tak-
en of the car with Pauline and her Brother before setting off
home after what turned out to be a very enlightening and nostal-
gic day.

Rodney, Pauline and David Turner pose with 
FWA989 outside Wymondham Station

The Turners’ Grave with the Engraving of FWA989
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More News From The Witton’s Museum Of Vintage Vehicles

Dave Witton’s barn find was described in our April 2008 edition. Here he brings us up to date

Since the article and the picture above of my barn find, ‘Muriel’,
appeared in the Automobile in January, things have been drag-
ging along somewhat. The first set back was that once the body
was stripped and blasted, very little remained thereafter! I recall
the previous owner saying that his father used to store tomatoes
on the car so can only imagine that it was the juice from the ‘rud-
dy’ fruit that ate it’s way through the metalwork!

The bodywork is in the care of Ray Hood in Wiltshire and al-
though the dreaded tin worm was found in the usual places, he
had never seen rust in the roof sections normally covered by the
fabric covering. Curiously there was also quite bad corrosion in
the bulkhead panel behind the petrol tank. This can be caused by
felt or similar material being used to dampen vibration but which
conveniently acts as a sponge!

As one door closes, another one opens, and fortunately Dave
Williams of the Austineers had just bought an RM body and
chassis on Ebay. He only wanted the chassis to build a special so
a deal was struck on the body as a more cost effective way of
solving the problem. The only slight problem was that Muriel
was originally an RL and the subtle differences in scuttle length

meant that I had to find another bonnet and petrol tank. I have
had to sacrifice a bit of originality as she has now been ‘cloned’
like the Dolly the Sheep from an RL to a RM!

The ‘new’ RM body has been blasted, and primed and required
some minor repairs to woodwork sections which was done to a
very high standard by Sam Jackson.

Ray and I will be doing hours of filling and rubbing down with
the intention of getting the paint on before the winter damp
weather sets in. (Oh, I forgot its already here isn’t it!) 

The various panels have been offered up to check for fit to pro-
duce something almost resembling a car as below

Meanwhile, the engine has been rebuilt and is running happily in
the workshop on an chassis A frame section mounted on an old
barbecue frame. It is an ideal way to check for leaks, noises and
investigate if necessary without having to hump the thing in and
out of the car all the time.

I have rigged up the petrol tank on the wall and used a Nippy si-
lencer and integral tailpipe. The problem was how to pipe the ex-
haust out of the workshop so I had this brilliant idea of using the

...and Stripped Down

The New Body The Engine Under Test

“Muriel” - As Found...
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flexible hose from the hoover. This worked fine until it shot off
at a great rate of knots out of the window so hurried repairs were
needed before Karen found out! I have replaced the hoover com-
ponents with 28 mm copper pipe from the local plumbers mer-
chants. Of course, now the engine is running literally under my
nose, every conceivable noise is heard that would normally be si-
lenced under the bonnet!

The chassis has been blasted and powder coated and gave me the
opportunity to replace all those difficult to get to bits when the
body is on the car, eg brake cross shaft bearings, etc. Of course
some bright spark has suggested I replace all the riveted sections
- eg torque tube and radius arm anchor points, longitudinal cross-
member etc - with bolts as they all come loose with time. Pity I
got it nicely powder coated already!!

The aim is to have Muriel ready and on the road ready for Beau-
lieu 2009 – assuming I am not bankrupt by then! 

Millicent, our other RL has showed her prowess by behaving
faultlessly whilst being caught twice in the mother of all thun-
derstorms. The first was on the way back from the pub in Thel-
netham one Thursday evening when it was virtually impossible

to see more than 50 metres ahead. The second was on the return
from the Norfolk Police Gala Day. Both engine and electrics
didn’t miss a beat. The car is now riding the road much better
now that I have replaced both rear springs. 

When I purchased the car four years ago, I noticed that it sat
quite ‘high’ at the rear, and other Austineers made the same ob-
servation. At the same time, the rear carden block universal joint
was giving no end of trouble, needing constant fettling, replace-
ment, and lubrication and I couldn’t fathom out why. 

Once the springs (which were repro) had been removed, it was
found that there was no curve where the spring meets the axle
eye. Consequently the axle was in constant tension resulting in
the torque tube being forced upwards. This also resulted in one
spring pin (15 mm steel) being snapped clean in half for God
knows how long, and the carden block having to work outside its
normal limits because of the acute angle between torque tube
and prop shaft. Some second hand springs from Dave Williams
saved the day.

Oh, the joy of owning Austin Sevens!

Barney’s Birthday

Jean and Brian Barnard Take the High Road

As part of my 70th birthday celebrations, Jean arranged a trip to
Scotland with a few surprises on the way. Our first stopover was
at Alnwick where she had arranged for us to have a meal at the
Treetop Restaurant in the Alnwick Castle gardens. As we ap-
proached the restaurant a little lad of three ran out, handed me a
card and said “Happy Birthday, Grandad.” It was our grandson,
Jake, who, with my son and daughter-in-law, were actually stay-
ing at the same B&B - all arranged without my knowledge. A
lovely surprise! And the second one was when the restaurant
produced a cake with candles, made in Halesworth and brought
up by my son.

We then travelled up to Edinburgh, where we spent the day of
my birthday watching the street events of the Edinburgh fringe
and in the evening we went to the Tattoo - absolutely fabulous!

Next day we travelled up to Skye, a beautiful place, where Jean
had booked a lovely, homely B&B in Portree. 
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While touring the island we were able to visit an artist friend at
Dunvegan. From there we travelled to Peebles, to stay with
Jean’s family for a week.

Now, you are probably thinking “where does the Austin 7 angle
come in?” Well, before we left home I contacted the Scottish
Austin Seven Club, hoping to attend one of their meetings. Un-
fortunately this was not possible but we were invited to spend an
evening with Edinburgh club member Eric Waugh, who admit-
ted to owning several old cars. Thanks to sat-nav technology we
managed to negotiate the city by-pass and arrived at Eric’s in the
early evening. We were made very welcome by Eric and his son
Ed, who is the magazine editor for The Pre-war Austin Seven
Club. They had been on the Molentocht Run and knew Graham
Baldock and Brian Eckersley also our own, our very own, Jim
Blacklock.

We couldn’t see Eric’s cars as they were garaged at different
places, but he showed us a painting of them that Ed had commis-
sioned for Eric’s birthday: a 1934 Austin 10, a 1935 Rover 14, a
1934 Box saloon, a 1934 Type 65, a 1935 Ruby and a 1926
Chummy. Ed then said he had something in the garage we might
like to see - but we might need sunglasses. We understood what

he meant when he revealed a stunning, very bright yellow, Ulster
Replica, nearing completion.

We really enjoyed our evening with these two very knowledge-
able and interesting guys.

Wexford - the story continues

Part Four of John Hazell’s Ulster Replica Build sees the engine rebuilt

Since all the engineering work had been done, I thought it was
about time I began the engine rebuild. The block had been bored
out, new valve guides fitted and the valves seats ground in by our
NA7C member Martin Roper. The crankshaft had been reground
and the big ends re-metalled by John Kirkby (Croydon). The
new pistons, piston rings, gaskets and seals were supplied by
Tony Leslie of Holmesdale Sevens, along with all the other sun-
dries I required for the job.

As it was sometime since I took the old engine apart, I thought it
prudent to consult the workshop manual on how to proceed. To
heat the crankcase prior to fitting the crankshaft and main bear-
ings I first considered the idea of an oil bath. I thought I would
make use of the metal dustbin and immersion heater I had bought
earlier for cleaning the crankcase, but this time filling it with oil.
I found sufficient linseed oil in the shed to fill the dustbin, but

when I switched on the immersion heater, one of the elements
rapidly started to glow bright red. I immediately switched off
and that idea was rapidly abandoned!

I then resorted to Plan B, which was to use a propane gas torch
that we normally use outside in the paddock and fields for burn-
ing off weeds etc. This was connected to the large cylinder I keep
in the workshop for heating it during the winter. 

The crankcase was placed on a metal-topped table supported on
oak blocks. I first heated up the rear bearing sleeve to enable me
to place the outer roller bearing casing into it, then allowed that
to cool while I heated the crankcase gently all over with a soft
flame from the gas torch. Since I had no real way of telling how
hot the crankcase was getting, I resorted to a wet finger test!

After threading the crankshaft in though the rear bearing aper-
ture, I fitted the outer sleeve in place with the paper gasket be-
hind it, making sure that the lubrication hole in sleeve matched
up with the hole in the crankcase. This was relatively easy and
the inner part of the roller bearing was pushed in place with the
aid of a piece of tubing. The oil thrower, another paper gasket
and the aluminium outer cover were then fitted, with four special
low profile bolts and spring washers. 

The crankcase was then turned through 180 degrees and the end
of the crankshaft supported on a wooden block. The front bear-
ings were then fitted, one at a time so as to make sure they seated
properly and that the ‘thrust’ faces of the bearings were adjacent
to each other. Again this was done with the aid of a piece of tube.
Once in position the retaining plate and bolts with spring wash-
ers were used to secure the front end. The bearings were then
lightly lubricated and the crankshaft rotated easily. The next
item to be fitted was the rear bearing for the camshaft. This was
placed in position with a new paper gasket and secured with 1/4



Our Cars

Norfolk NA7ter October 2008
21

inch Whitworth bolts and spring washers, making sure that the
lubrication hole in the bearing matches up with the oil drain hole
in the crankcase. What the manual does not remind you to do is
to replace the oil-way plug in the bell housing before you attempt
to fit the flywheel - something I found out to my detriment when
blindly following the book. Then I fitted the flywheel, which I
had previously lapped in against the crankshaft with fine lapping
compound, using a new Woodruff key that I filed down to make
sure of a smooth, tight fit on the crankshaft taper. 

Before bending over the tab washer on the flywheel, I checked it
for run out against a clock gauge. In certain instances during as-
sembly I have used spring washers as opposed to the original tab
washers in securing parts, as I find them more reliable and in
most cases a lot easier to use. 

The next part to fit was the camshaft. After lapping the camshaft
pinion on the shaft to obtain the right amount of end float be-
tween the camshaft bush and the shoulder of the camshaft, the
shaft and pinion were fitted with a Woodruff key, along with the
oil thrower, tab washer and nut that was tightened down hard and
the tab washer bent up. A deep socket was required to tighten the
nut. Before final assembly of the camshaft, the crankshaft pinion
gear has to be fitted to the crankshaft with a Woodruff key and
tab washer secured with the starter handle nut, remembering to
bend up the tab washer. After the outer casing of the centre bear-
ing has been put in position in the crankcase - I secured mine
with Loctite bearing and sleeve adhesive - the camshaft can be
fitted. The rollers for the centre bearing were fixed to the cam-
shaft with a blob of grease and an elastic band to hold them in
position, while with the crankcase sitting on its flywheel end, the
camshaft assembly was lowered into position. When the rollers
started to enter the centre bearing casing the elastic band was cut
off. The alignment of the screw and oil hole in the bush was
checked before fully pressing home the shaft to line up with the
timing marks on the two pinions. The square-headed bolt that se-
cures the camshaft bush was fitted as suggested with liquid gas-
ket compound so as to avoid any possible oil leaks.

The oil pump was the next item to be fitted. This is mounted
from the bottom end of the crankcase, the shaft passing through
a bush, with the nut, spring washer and bevelled gear removed.
The pump is secured in position with two long 1/4 Whitworth
bolts and sits on a paper gasket. The crankcase is then turned
over and the bevel gear placed on the shaft (to line up with the
Woodruff key, the camshaft is turned so as the pinion locates
properly, after which the spring washer and nut are fitted. The
crankshaft is locked in position via the aid of a bar while the nut
is tightened. The round core plug/cover is put in place with liq-
uid gasket compound. The pressure relief valve was then fitted,
which consists of a metal ball, spring, ‘adjusting’ screw and joint
washer. The screw is always fully tightened as there is very little
oil pressure on an Austin Seven to adjust. 

The pistons were the next item. Firstly the gudgeon pin is located
via the connecting rod into the piston. To aid alignment I used a
long 2BA screw and nut, which I passed through the centre of the
gudgeon pin. Using this, I could turn the pin to line up the groove
in the pin with the bolt in the connecting rod. As advised in the
manual I used internal shake-proof washers to secure the bolts.
During and after fitting the connecting rods to the pistons, and
four rings to each piston (two narrow and two large), all items
were sprayed with lubricating assembly oil. Prior to the rods be-
ing fitted, the oil baffles were put in place at the top of each bore

on the crankcase. The pistons were then mounted to the crank-
shaft (the rods were marked as to which journals corresponded
to a particular cylinder bore) using Nyloc nuts. Again every part
was sprayed with assembly oil during the assembly. 

The crankcase was then placed on the bench and levelled. I had
previously made a rig to enable me to support the cylinder block.
A piece of plate that had holes drilled in to line up with the head
studs was secured in place using nuts and washers, then support-
ed with a couple of wire hawsers and then hooked onto a block
and tackle above the bench. (See photo) 

The 2nd and 3rd pistons were locked in their top of stroke posi-
tion, using a clutch centring tool. The lower cylinder block paper
gasket was placed in position using gasket sealant. The block
was then lowered slowly, using piston ring clamps to allow the
pistons to enter number 2 & 3 bores, and once the piston rings
had fully entered, the clamps were removed and fitted to the 1st
and 4th pistons. The clutch centring tool was released and locked
in position again with the other cylinders at the top of their
stroke. The block was lowered further until all four pistons had
entered. The clamps were removed and the head allowed to seat
on the crankcase and secured with nuts and spring washers.

The timing cover was fitted with the gasket and felt washer 
smeared with grease, the pulley placed on the camshaft and se-
cured with a nut and spring washer. The clutch centring tool was
then removed. 

The dynamo housing was the next item to be fitted, again using
just grease on the gaskets. In the manual, the valves, collets and
springs are fitted to the block at this stage. I had fitted mine prior
to the engine assembly, but had left the tappets as loose as pos-
sible so they could be adjusted after it had been assembled to the
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crankcase. The tappets and timing was set up as according to the
manual, after fitting the dynamo and distributor. 

The next item to fit was the cylinder head, which in my case was
a refurbished high compression one. Two of the studs in the
block were longer than the rest to take the different type of top
(inlet) water connection. The copper cylinder head gasket was
fitted in position and smeared with a light coating of grease,
making sure that the crimped side of the gasket was face down.
The head was then tightened down with plain nuts and washers,
in the sequence described in the manual. The inlet water connec-
tion was fitted with sealant applied to its paper gasket. 

The engine was then mounted onto the chassis with its rubber
padded feet. 

The clutch was the next item to fit. This gave me a little problem
when it came to assembling it. In my car I have the Borg and
Beck type clutch (1936-39) where the centre plate is the item
with the lining, which had been very nicely refurbished by John
Cooper (Norfolk Clutch and Brake). The problem I had was in
following the manual. It described how to assemble the clutch
using long 5/16 BSF bolts in the flywheel outer ring to compress
the springs, after which the mouse trap springs - which hold the
clutch levers in position - could be fitted. Alter several tries at
this I gave up and walked away. That night I slept on the prob-
lem, and awoke the next morning with a solution, using three

four-inch G clamps and some soft wire. My method was to first
fit the mouse trap springs around the levers and then to the fly-
wheel cover plate.The ends of the levers were then tied together
with wire. The withdrawal plate springs were placed in position
with the flywheel cover plate on top, the G clamps were placed
evenly around edge of the plate and compressed until the lever
pins protrude through the back of the withdrawal plate, so as the
semi-circular retaining collars could be placed in their grooves
on the pins. The clamps were then released and the plates stayed
compressed due to the wire holding the levers down. The clutch
plate was then put in the flywheel and the pressure plates in front
of that. The clutch alignment tool was put in place so as to cen-
tralise the clutch plate when the pressure plates were released.
The plates were lined up and secured to the flywheel with the
bolts. The wire was then cut off the clutch levers, which then put
pressure onto the clutch plate.

The gearbox was then mounted in position with the groove in the
clutch plate lining up with the first motion shalt, and then se-
cured to the crankcase with eight 3/8 BSW studs, spring washers
and nuts.

A modified Hardy Spicer prop shaft was then mounted in posi-
tion to complete the drive set up.

In the next instalment I shall be fitting the body.

Beaulieu 2008 - A Tale of Two Hats

Charles Levien relives his youth at the Seven Fifty Motor Club’s National Austin Seven Rally

Every few years or so I get an itch to attend the 750 MC Rally at
Beaulieu – just for old times sake and to see if I can conjure up
some of the magic I felt at that first occasion in 1963. Nothing
can quite compare with the excitement of being 21 and arriving
in a highly polished Cambridge special but the sight of 200 Aus-
tin Sevens in that lovely setting is still inspiring.

In 1963 it was a day trip there and back from Isleworth in West
London, somewhat closer than the 256 miles ahead of me as I set
out from Norfolk at 9 o’clock on the Saturday before the Rally,
armed with sandwiches, a handy bottle of sun cream and my
Austin Sevener’s “satnav” in the form of one sheet of A4 listing
the important waypoints on my journey. (You may deduce from
this that I was by myself. In fact Judy was finishing a weeks bike
ride on that Saturday, getting home several hours after my depar-
ture). I had a Blacks “Good Companions” tent, my Optimus
stove and all the makings for the essential breakfast of eggs, ba-
con and coffee on Sunday morning.

I went down in the Opal. The day was warm. It was also very
windy and so it was that I lost my first hat. It was doing a great
job preventing my follically-challenged head from frying until
its bid for freedom on the A14 North of Cambridge. It was not
safe to stop, which is a pity, as I liked that hat. Cockpit turbu-
lence also made the occasional glance at my paper satnav a haz-
ardous affair and the safest solution was to sit on it. My route
took me down to Newbury, Andover and Romsey then through
the New Forest to Beaulieu. I arrived after a drive of eight hours,
averaging 30 mph including stops. The car ran faultlessly using
about a pint of oil and a couple of pints of water that had myste-
riously disappeared from the radiator – it was a hot day.

Camping at Beaulieu is really very convenient. There’s lots of
space and the field has standing water pipes at regular intervals
around the perimeter.

After putting up the tent and having a beer (see picture) I wan-
dered over to the BBQ. The tent was full of smoke but I could
just make out a queue of people inside – bit like Beijing on the
opening day of the Olympics. I soon found a friendly chap to eat
supper with and, helped by a good selection of wine, the evening
passed quite pleasantly. In fact the wine became very plentiful at
one stage with a couple of people playing guitars and the rest of
us trying to join in the singing.

Sunday dawned another bright sunny day and a good cook-up
went some way to assuaging the hangover. I parked the Opal
against its number on the rally field and strolled over to the stalls
selling everything imaginable for your beloved Austin 7. A nice
new radiator cap and a spoke brush took my fancy but there were
others who had the frantically focused look that comes halfway
through a restoration when there’s something like hen’s teeth to
find. In fact it’s extraordinary to see the range of spares and new
made parts available – enough to build a car from scratch, which
I think someone did at Beaulieu a few years ago.

The day passed in beautiful sunshine. I remember having a chat
with Ken Cooke at one point. He saw my spoke brush and it re-
minded him of a visit to Norfolk where, he says, it’s called a
spook brush. (useful on a Silver Ghost perhaps)

I didn’t win a cup but gleaned a lot of useful information and
much enjoyed the day. I left the field at 4pm. and drove up to
Milland near Liphook in Hants for a night with my brother and
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sister-in-law. The following morning, another hot day, I set off
home with a new hat, which my brother-in-law said he definitely
didn’t want to see again... he won’t! This hat was doing a splen-
did job as it came halfway down over my ears but it flew off on
the M4 somewhere near Reading, and the last I saw of it was
tumbling towards the inside lane. Shortly after this I stopped at
a lay-by with a van selling food and adorned by a large parasol
under which sat a very brown lady of East European extraction
who said, as soon as I stopped, “I vant to buy your car” This was
said without menace so I decided to take my chance at the fast
food counter. I was taken aback when I saw a lorry driver clutch-
ing a bacon baguette big enough to de-rail a train so I prudently

ordered a bacon sandwich. I was duly presented with my sand-
wich, three inches thick. Due to the extreme dimensions of this
sandwich I found it impossible to contain the tomato sauce
which, when mixed with sun cream, looked just like Thousand
Island dressing. (maybe one for the Austin 7 Cookbook).

My journey home was uneventful after this and I hummed along
with a good tail wind. My overall mileage was 558 and I aver-
aged somewhere over 40mpg with noticeably less fuel used on
the way back when the wind was behind me.

My next trip will be to Silverstone on August 23 - to get a new
hat! Anybody else coming?
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What’s On
There are very few events left for this year, but we already have advance notice of some for 2009. On the back page of the Norfolk
NA7ter, you will find the NA7C Events Calendar. It is our intention to keep this updated as details are added and new events notified -
or heaven forbid, cancelled. The latest version is available on the website - www.na7c.co.uk - and will be printed in each issue of the
NA7ter and in the occasional NA7C News Sheet. Events will also be described in more detail in this section.

Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event
All the following events are subject to change

December Dinner

The Annual Club December Dinner will be held at the Village Inn, Little Melton on Tuesday, 9 December, at 7.30pm (for 8pm). The
guests of honour will again be our President, Wing Commander Ken Wallis and his daughter Vicky.

On offer is a festive meal with choice of starter, main course (including vegetarian option) and desserts, followed by coffee and mince
pies, all at the bargain price of  £10 per person - £4 less than 2007!
There will be a Raffle, with all proceeds going to club funds. All contributions of prizes will be greatly appreciated.

A booking form is include with this newsletter. Please complete and return to Matt Dingle, together with 
£10 per person at the club night on Tuesday 20 November, or by post by 30 November at the latest

Annual General Meeting - Tuesday 20 January 2009

The Annual General Meeting will take place at the Village Inn, Little Melton on Tuesday, 20 January 2009, at 7.30pm. As Jim says in
“The Chairman’s Chunter”, the club is looking for volunteers to join the committee in the posts of Secretary and Treasurer. If you are
interested in taking up either of these positions, or would like more information, please contact Jim (details on page 2). If you have any
topic you wish to raise for discussion at the AGM, also contact Jim.

Only current, paid-up members will be allowed to vote at the AGM

Jaguar Drivers Club Quiz

Sometime during March 2009 we expect the Jaguar Drivers Club to invite us to their venue for the annual Quiz. Further details when
they are know.

Other Events for 2009

Other events for 2009 have also come to our notice. More details to follow in future editions of the NA7ter

London to Brighton Celebration Run - Sunday 5 April 2009
In 2009 The Austin Seven Owners Club celebrates its 40th anniversary and they are planning a Celebration Run starting from Epsom
Racecourse, home of the Derby, via a pleasant country route to Madeira Drive on the sea front in Brighton where there will also be an
Autojumble. This event is open to all pre-war Austins. 

Entry forms will be made available to other Austin Clubs. It will also be published on the ASOC website - www.austinsevenowner-
sclub.com Information on accommodation in the Epsom and Brighton areas for those who wish to stay overnight will also be provided. 

As this is certain to be a very popular event, numbers may have to be restricted in accordance with local authority regulations. Our own
Events Co-ordinator, Dave Rix, will have entry forms as soon as they become available.
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Model Rail, Transport & Craft Exhibition, Potter Heigham - 19th July 2009
We are once again invited to be part of this event at the Village Hall, Potter Heigham.  The organiser has asked Jim to suggest another
car club with cars of a similar vintage to ours, but he does not want more than about 20 cars in total, otherwise it could spoil to effect
and take away parking spaces from the paying punters!

Liege - Brescia - Liege
The World’s only International Rally for small cars - July 10-19, 2009
Liège-Brescia-Liège 2009 on July 10-19 is an entirely new type of rally: 10 days following an historic rally route, competing with fellow
enthusiasts all in similar types of small cars. There’s time to enjoy the scenery and superb visits laid on, but you have to concentrate too:
you must plot the route and find photo control points with some challenging navigation, and there are speed tests on off-road circuits en-
route.

For 2009, 600-1000cc cars and three-wheelers over 600cc are invited to enter: in deference to the original event, the Authentic category
is for all cars built before the end of 1958 (or of identical specification but slightly later) and is further divided into pre-1958, pre-1948
and engine size classes; the Spirit category is for later cars and subdivided pre-1968, pre-1978, post-1978 and for engine sizes. 

The entry fee of £2950 (if paid before 30 Nov 2008) includes 11 nights in top hotels for a crew of two people, ALL meals from dinner
on July 9 to breakfast on July 20, all the Michelin maps you need to plot the route, rally plates, route book, finishers’ plaques, entry to
venues and more. Providing reassuring back-up are the repair and recovery team, while the luggage van ensures that you can enjoy ral-
lying without your car weighed down by unnecessary baggage.

“Brilliant”, “unforgettable”, “life-changing” and “best rally ever” are just some of the tributes from competitors after Liège-Brescia-
Liège 2008, which was for microcars of 200-700cc: such was the spirit that prevailed after 10 days spent thrashing tiny engines around
Europe. Torrential rain, centimetre-thick hailstones, mountain passes above cloud level, challenging navigation, devious passage con-
trols, roadside repairs, hot sunshine, all added to the challenge: this was a true endurance rally, a micro-marathon that tested cars and
crews to limits they’d never imagined they had. “What an epic ten days,” said Richard Dalton, “I reached the highest highs and lowest
lows I have ever done on a rally!” Of such are lifelong memories made...

Keen drivers, more used to rallying powerful motors, commented with delight at the challenge of mastering these little beasts, anticipa-
tion critical to getting the most out of them and keeping momentum uphill. Driving tests on 1km-long kart circuits added extra enter-
tainment as drivers strove to match the target times set. Adventure stories were plentiful: locals, especially in Italy and Slovenia, offered
tools, workshops and assistance with repairs for no reward. Mick and Sara Bell rebuilt their Isetta engine in Ljubljana with a locally-
sourced bearing and an oil seal loaned by a Belgian crew, then drove over three of the event’s toughest passes, up to 2211m, in the middle
of the night so they could catch up without missing any passage controls. Lost entering Munich in his Fiat 500, Col Donald Hawes was
hailed by a lady aged 94, who was reminded of the Fiat owned by her first boyfriend and insisted that her son (a senior man at BMW)
lead them to the checkpoint at the splendid BMW Museum.

Other stunning visits include breathtaking Schloss Lichtenstein (Germany), exciting Francorchamps Karting (Belgium) and Kartbahn
Liedolsheim (Germany), fascinating Museo Gino Tonutti (Italy) and Automuseum Engstingen (Germany), charming Boxenstop Muse-
um (Germany) and great public receptions in the Preseren Square in Ljubljana and the Piazza Loggia in Brescia, where the 1958 rally
had its only stop.

Interest is already being shown from cars as varied as 1932 supercharged MG J2 and 2008 Triking, with most coming from Frogeye
Sprites, Turners, Rochdales, MG Midgets, three-wheel Morgans, Austin A30/35/40, Morris Minor, Triumph Herald, Standard 8/10, Fiat
600/850, Renault 4CV/4 and more. Check www.classicrallypress.co.uk for latest updates! 

The organising team for Liège-Brescia-Liège is led by Malcolm McKay, ClassicRallyPress Ltd, 9 Sycamore Leys, Steeple Claydon,
MK18 2RH, England www.classicrallypress.co.uk Tel 0044 (0)7711 901811 Email LBLrally@aol.com

The Centenary Celebrations of Marshall's of Cambridge - 21 September 2009 
Marshalls started by using Austins as chauffeur-driven cars around Cambridge in 1909 and went on to be the first holder of the Austin
franchise in Cambridge - hence their liking for early Austins. They have invited the Cambridge Austin Seven and Vintage Car Club to
join in their Centenary Celebrations. As our Chairman was also on the Cambridge A7&VCC visit to Marshalls in June this year, he asked
if the NA7C could join in and was accepted. Marshalls, of cours,e have gone onto huge things in automobile dealerships and aero engi-
neering since they started, and are now a multi-million-pound company, which is still privately owned by the family!
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NA7C Sales & Wants

For Sale

1932 Front Axle and Wheels - Very little information on
this one, which comes to us indirectly from John W Moore of
Lowestoft. John is open to offers for the axle and wheels. 
Telephone 01502-585769 or 07919873850

Wanted

King Pin Reamer. Geoffrey Brandon, Highlands Barn, Star-
ston, is in need of an A7 king pin reamer. Telephone 01379-
854841 or email gbrandon@btinternet.com

“Sliding” Driver's Seat for a 1936 Pearl needed by
Frank Tuffs, who the Editor met at the Henham Steam Rally.
Contact Frank on franktuffs@hotmail.com or telephone 01394-
213629

Radiator for 1929/30 Austin Seven AE Tourer. Rod-
ney Preece, East Meon, Hampshire, has written to Jim asking if we
can help him find a suitable radiator. Telephone 01730-823488 or
email Rodney.Preece@btinternet.com

Headlamp Glasses. A neighbour of the Editor has just bought
a gorgeous 1935 Austin 16/6 Tickford Cabriolet. However, both
the 9.25” headlamp glasses (see below) are damaged. If anyone
knows where he can get replacements, please contact the Editor on
01362 696114 or email rf.na7c@tiscali.co.uk

From Other Newsletters 

The following advertisements have appeared recently in other clubs' newsletters:

Scottish Austin Seven Club

1931 RN Box Saloon Good Running Order, Long MOT,
£3,500 ono. Telephone George Newsome 0131 443 19741937

Ruby - Complete but rough, £900 ono. Telephone Fred 
Metcalfe 01539 723025

AUSTIN SEVEN 
BOOKS

from 
MARGARET MOTORS 

BOOKSHOP

Bessingham, North Norfolk. 

Currently have the following Austin 7 Books in stock: 

The Austin Seven Manual
  by Doug Woodrow - £43 
The Austin Seven Source Book

by Bryan Purves - £30 
Men & Motors of the Austin 
  by B. Sharratt - £25 
Austin Seven Handbooks (Reprints)  
  various years - £5 
Austin Seven Parts Books (Reprints) 

various years - £5 

Plus many other books on old cars  
and related subjects. 

Contact Henry and Jennifer Thorne. 

01263 - 577366
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Essex Austin Seven Club

1935 Mk 1 Ruby for sale £2,750 (Right)

An older restoration, now having achieved a nice “patina” 
(OK..... she needs a little tidying), Mechanically good, 
three bearing engine, recent top end overhaul, 
working semi-Girling brakes!!! Recent MOT.

Has to go before I start stripping bits off for the tourer!!

Contact Nick, on 01206-561600

Dorset Austin Seven Club

3.50x19 Tyres and Inner Tubes: Ex-speedway tyres “used
only once” £5 each! To match, quality inner-tubes £6 each and rim
tapes available. Telephone Gary 01202-683848

1931 Austin 7 Handbook (Mint) and matching Parts
Book. Contact: Classic Pictures 177 Tuckton Road Bournemouth
Telephone 01202-433311 or e-mail enquiries@classic-pic-
tures.com

1930 Austin Seven Tourer, blue body, black wings, good condi-
tion, approximately 1,000 miles since complete rebuild by Mac Bonar,
front and rear axles overhauled by VinceLeek, new battery. Contact
John Thompson on 01258-817023 or email john@elmtree-cot-
tage.co.uk



Norfolk NA7ter July 2008
28

FBHVC News

The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs is a grouping
of over 450 Clubs and Museums together with some 1500 Trade
and Individual Supporters. The aim of the Federation is to up-
hold the freedom to use old vehicles on the roads without any un-
due restriction and to support its member organisations in
whatever way it can.

The NA7C is a member of FBHVC. They publish a bi-monthly
magazine that highlights legislation and other topics that may af-
fect our hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If any
member would like to read the magazine in full, please contact
the Chairman, or visit the FBHVC website at: 
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

Fuels - Use of Ethanol in Petrol

In the last NA7ter, we reproduced an article on the use of ethanol in petrol. The following is an extract from a follow-up article
which is too long to reprint in its entirety.

Effects on fuel system metals

Briefly, the presence of ethanol in petrol increases the risk of
corrosion of metallic fuel system materials. This difficulty is rec-
ognised from long experience, and effective corrosion inhibitors
have been developed. Responsible fuel retailers should employ
a suitable additive to protect their customers' treasured posses-
sions, but this may not always be the case. CONCAWE Report
3/08 gives a list of metals not recommended for use with petrol
containing ethanol which reads like a metal who's who for vin-
tage and classic cars, i.e. zinc, brass, copper, lead-coated steel.
On this basis, the type of car favoured by those represented by

the FBHVC could have problems in the petrol tank, fuel pipe,
carburettor and most fittings. Modern vehicles have tended to
maximise the use of engineering plastics, so will have less of a
problem. However, to avoid sounding too gloomy, it should be
remembered that corrosion inhibitor additives are usually very
effective in providing protection, and if the products used by the
fuel retailers do not perform, a low cost after-market product
may well become available for owners of vulnerable vehicles to
use. 

Effects on seals, plastics and other materials

Other no-no materials mentioned by Report 3/08 are shellac,
cork, nylon and GRP materials, plus various elastomer and seal
materials. Recommended materials include Viton, Fluorosili-
cone, neoprene and Buna-N for hoses and gaskets (but neither of
these for seals). Teflon tape is recommended in preference to al-
cohol based pipe and thread sealing materials. Tank lining mate-
rials used to prevent small leaks in tanks are also in the not-
recommended category for ethanol fuels. This is consistent with
a report received by the FBHVC this summer from one owner
who had treated his tank with a proprietary sealing product, after

which fuel containing ethanol had been used, resulting in a pro-
verbial gooey mess. The scale of the problem in this case led to
the need to strip the fuel system. It is not currently known wheth-
er tank sealant manufacturers are able to supply products com-
patible with fuels containing ethanol, but their availability would
certainly be an advantage. If such products are not available,
their use is likely to decline and rather more traditional methods
of tank repair, or even re-manufacture, may become a growth in-
dustry.

Effect on gums, sediments etc.

Over time all fuel handling systems tend to accumulate deposits
of one kind or another in crevices and corners. Sediments, gums,
rust, lacquer and other materials fall into this category, and gen-
erally the older the fuel system the more of such material there
will be. Unfortunately fuels containing ethanol tend to loosen
these deposits which then move on to plague the driver with
mysterious fuel starvation problems. There have been a number
of references to such problems recently, including in cars used

for racing, which arguably may be more likely to be using fuel
containing ethanol through the high octane route. Irritating
though this problem must be, there is arguably a finite amount of
such material in fuel systems, and thus after a certain time, which
will be shortened by thorough cleaning, further use of ethanol fu-
els will not dislodge more sediment to block filters or jets, so
hopefully this problem will fade with time.

Conclusion

There are a number of unfortunate or negative aspects to the use
in older vehicles, of fuel containing even 5% ethanol. These can
be summarised as: an increased tendency to vapour lock, fuel
system corrosion and random fuel starvation events from dis-
lodged deposits. These potential problems in general would sup-
port the view 'if in doubt avoid'. Unfortunately it seems
increasingly clear that it will become harder and harder to do

this, so that perhaps inevitably such fuels will become just anoth-
er part of the picture of using a historic vehicle in today's world.
Experience is being gained all the time, so maybe a clearer pic-
ture will emerge with use. Historic vehicle owners should be
aware of potential pitfalls, as they may be able to take precau-
tions, or may more easily find a suitable remedy for problems
which do occur.
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Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event        Bold type = NA7C Supported Event 
Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C 

Grey shaded – a new or amended event 
Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event 

 

Date Event Venue Contact 
12 Sun A7CA Meeting Gaydon  Oct 
21 Tues NA7C Meeting  Village Inn, Little Melton – 8pm  

Nov 18 Tues NA7C Meeting  Village Inn, Little Melton – 8pm  
Dec 9 Tues NA7C December Dinner Village Inn, Little Melton - 7.30pm  

 

NA7C Events Calendar 2009 
Date Event Venue Contact 

Jan 20 Tues NA7C AGM  Village Inn, Little Melton – 7.30pm  

Feb 17 Tues NA7C Meeting -  possible Guest 
Speaker 

Village Inn, Little Melton – 8pm  

Mar 21 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little Melton -  8pm  
Please Note: All the above events and dates are subject to change 

Visit our website at www.na7c.co.uk for the latest information 

    

 
NA7C December Dinner 
The Village Inn, Little Melton 

Tuesday 9 December 
7.30 for 8pm 

Please complete and return to Matt Dingle, at the club night on Tuesday 20 November,  
or by post, by 30 November at the latest, to:  

24 Norwich Road, Strumpshaw, Norwich, NR13 4A, 
with the appropriate remittance (Cheques made payable to Norfolk Austin Seven Club) 

 
Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please make your choice from the menu below and indicate in the boxes the number required 
 
Starters                                                                               Number required 
Country Vegetable soup  
Melon Balls in Fresh Orange Juice  Three Courses 
Mains 
Roast Turkey with Trimmings  
Roast Beef with Yorkshire Pudding and Gravy  
Chef’s Festive Gammon  
Mushroom Wellington (Vegetarian)  

£10 
Dessert 
Traditional Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce  
Festive Gateau  Per Person 
Coffee & Mince Pies 

 


