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News

Editorial

I was prompted to think about insurance this week when the re-
newal notice for the Editorial Seven dropped though the letter-
box.

I once heard insurance companies described as “someone who
rents you an umbrella, but then wants it back as soon as it rains”.

Although I have never had any problems - fortunately I have
rarely need to make a claim - we all know horror stories of peo-
ple who, for various reasons, have found that what they thought
they had covered turned out not to be the case. 

However, love it or hate it, insurance cover is a necessity. Apart
from our individual motor policies which are, of course, a legal
requirement, as a club we also have third party and public liabil-
ity insurance.

Cast your mind back to the Police Gala Day 2006. Having erect-
ed the club gazebo on our pitch, it was only prevented from lift-
ing off in high winds by the timely application of some strong
stakes secured with Jim’s socks (Not, I hasten to add, those he
was wearing, but the ones he uses to keep the gazebo poles tidy).
But just imagine the damage a flying gazebo might cause to
passing members of the public, to say nothing of the classic cars
parked around the Showground. That’s why we have insurance.

The Public Liability Insurance for the NA7C is one of the bene-
fits of being a member of the Austin Seven Clubs Association,
who have joined the special insurance scheme set up by the 
FBHVC. The insurer has recently changed and an article on
page 17 gives more details.

The “Press Date” for the next edition of the NORFOLK NA7TER is June 30. Please let me have any contributions before that date. 
Contact details are on page 2

Chairman’s Chat

Well the last few months have given me plenty of time to renew
my A7 servicing “skills”. As you will recall, I had been hoping
to spend the winter months continuing the rebuild of Aimee my
1933 Arrow Sports Foursome. However, I decided that I really
had to attend to the habit that Miss Cheesewright’s front axle and
wheels started to do a great imitation of a flamenco dancer when-
ever the wheels hit some pothole!! So I stripped out the front ax-
le, replaced all the relevant pins and bushes that held it all
together but also allowed the pertinent bits to swivel as designat-
ed by Lord Herbert over 80 years ago. So that job finished, I
turned my attention sort the copious amount of oil escaping from
the engine, and initially found that the tappet cover had been fit-
ted with the breather holes at the bottom, which was not helping
matters. As I had the tappets uncovered I thought that I would
just adjust them, but found that the contortions required to get at
the little blighters was somewhat more difficult at my present
age than it had been in the past! So I thought “‘llI just drop off
the manifold to make things easier.”, and proceeded to break two
of the manifold studs!! Oh well, I had the Arrow engine, relative-
ly newly rebuilt, sitting on it’s stand and in need of running-in,
so I’ll “just” swap the engine and gearboxes over. Getting the en-
gine out was no problem, but shoehorning the Arrow engine in,
with its deep sports sump, was a bit more problematic, but
achieved with some choice words in the right places. After bit of
rejigging the accelerator linkage and connecting up the fuel and
battery, I couldn’t wait to strike up the engine, which did not go
unnoticed by my new neighbour across the road, who I noticed
was standing outside his home looking around to see who the
hell was making that noise!!! Luckily I still had the exhaust pipe
and silencer that I had originally fitted to my Nippy some 20
years ago, when I had made it up from reclaimed items from the
FastFit skip (I knew these bit would come in useful sometime!).

So after purchasing a length of flexible exhaust from Exhausts
Unlimited, I mated the system up to the four branch manifold.
After going for a drive to Wroxham, I decided that I would also
have to take out the free-play that was in the steering box, before
I put Miss Cheesewright in for this year’s MOT. Its amazing
how much grease gets pumped into an Austin 7 steering column
over the years.

With respect to Committee matters, I really should have sat
down and written out the various duties and responsibilities of
the various Committee members, but this has now been done,
and will make matters clearer in the future. I believe that we are
getting the hang of being a Committee and are working well to-
gether to make this club of ours better.

We certainly do have quite a full programme of events for you
all this year and I hope that we get plenty of members joining in
and taking part in them to use and enjoy their Austin 7s as well
as making the efforts of all those involved in organising seem
worthwhile.

Our new venue, the Village Inn, has a new manager, James Up-
ton, who is very keen to look after us and improve the pub’s serv-
ices. As you will see from the NA7C DID Run, James is
providing early Sunday morning bacon butties and coffees for a
very reasonable couple of quid, but he also tells me that he is
dropping the beer prices, improving the restaurant menu and in-
troducing a “2 for £10 Carvery” choice, which I am sure our
members will take advantage of before club night meetings.

Any way, lets all look forward to a jolly good Austin 7 motoring
year.

Jim B.
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NA7C website

The Norfolk Austin Seven Club now has its own website! As we
go to press, the NA7C website has gone live. The project went
better and quicker than we were expecting and caught us all out
by how easily it all happened.

Intended primarily to promote the club to potential members and
the general public, it also allows online access to The NA7ter
and Events Diary. Please take a look and let us know what you
think.

Visit the site at www.na7c.co.uk

Distributing the NA7ter

As you are probably aware, postage has gone up yet again. Pro-
ducing and distributing the NA7ter represents the biggest regular
expense incurred by the club and, although we are not yet broke,
it makes sense to try to keep this to a minimum. 

To this end we would appeal to all those members who are able
to receive the NA7ter via email to do so. Please advise Rick Fry-
er or Matt Dingle (contact details on page 2) if you are willing to
have the NA7ter delivered electronically. With the launch of
www.na7c.co.uk you can now access the NA7ter on line.

For those who wish to continue to receive the NA7ter by mail,
the following arrangements will apply.

• Publication date will be on or before the date of the monthly 
meeting in January, April, July, and October.

• Copies will be available for collection by members 
attending that meeting.

• Copies not collected will be posted the following day.

We also propose to distribute the “Grey Mags” in the same way.

East Anglian Inter-Club Motoring Quiz - 29 February

The annual East Anglian Inter-Club Motoring Quiz was held at
the William Birt Centre, West Winch, on Friday 29th February.
The competition was excellently organised by the King’s Lynn
and District Motor Club and twelve teams took part.

The NA7C team (Tony Rose, Fred Lucas and Rick and Cherry
Fryer, ably supported by Tony’s wife Anne and Danny Adams)
did their best to uphold the honour of the Austin Seven in the
face of stiff opposition from lesser and more modern marques.

However, despite the provision of a restorative pizza at half-
time, the Austineers found themselves totally outclassed, mis-
playing their Joker on what they thought would be a round on old
cars and scoring only 3 out of 20 in the Racing round.

Surprisingly, they did not come last, but managed to amass a
score of 109 out of 230 and finished in tenth position. 

The clear winners were Cambridge Car Club and they will be
hosting the next Quiz. 

The full results were:

• Cambridge Car Club - 207

• King’s Lynn & District Motor Club - 197

• Fakenham Auto Club - 179

• Peterborough Motor Club - 177

• South Lincs Jaguar Drivers - 176

• West Suffolk Motor Club - 173

• Morgan Sports Car Club (Eastern) Folkmog - 167

• Lotus Motor Club - 154

• BMW Historic Motor Club - 142

• NA7C - 109

• East Elloe Motor Club - 104

• Morgan Sports Car Club (Eastern) A - 99
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Jaguar Drivers Club Quiz Night - 18 March

A Report by Jim Blacklock

On arriving at the Village Inn, I found that Anne and Tony, Val
and Dick had decided to arrive early and to take advantage of the
reasonably priced dinner that the Village Inn has to offer. Fred
and Bob were ensconced in the soft sofa in front of the blazing
fire and having a good mardle. As I was supping my Adnams,
others were arriving, and by the time Quizmaster Charles had
helped me rearrange the room layout in order that he would be
better placed for conveying the questions from “The Chair”, we
had twenty five NA7C members and some fifteen Jaguar Drivers
settling themselves around the tables, dividing up into eight
teams (5 NA7C & 3 JDC).

After my “official” welcome to one and all, Charles outlined
how the quiz would run, with himself asking the questions and
Judy checking the teams’ points at the end of each of the rounds.
Charles started with around on Games & Sports (which my team
of Old Cranks only getting 2 answers correct!!) we progressed
through subjects including Science, Austin & Jaguars, History,

Music, Geography, Food and ended with Collective Nouns
(which us Old Cranks ending with similar round points to those
we started with!). 

The team points at the end were fairly close, but the Jaguar’s
“Fifty Plus” team pipped us at the end, and left with their trophy,
and an invitation for us to compete for it again next year.

Our thanks go to Charles and Judy for putting together such a
good general knowledge quiz and for giving us such a jolly en-
joyable evening. I would like to say a special “Thank you” to
Judy for gathering up the sheets between each round and helping
Charles during the evening, and although Charles had mention
that she had experienced some very complicated Latin word at
the start of the evening, which I did not understand at the time, it
was not until they were leaving that I came to realise that she had
had a knee operation the day before!! So “Thank you” again
Judy. 

New Website

The following email was recently received by the Editor. 

As a valued customer of Camco Solutions Limited I am writing
to advise you of a new Website we have started at www.motor-
snaps.com. This is a photo archive which includes a section on
Austin 7. There are two albums under Austin 7 with pictures of
Standard Austin components and Sports components to which
additions will be made as the photos become available. We be-
lieve you will find this helpful when identifying parts.

If you would like us to include a particular part that is not al-
ready shown please let us know.

Also if you have photos of your car which you would like us to
include please send us a copy by Email.

There are some interesting pictures on the site and members may
like to take a look.

What’s it Worth?
The prices of Austin 7s have see-sawed over the last few years.
However they are unlikely ever to reach that of the world’s most
expensive car. 

That record belongs to a Mercedes Grand Prix car, a 1954-5
W196 of the type raced by Fangio and Moss. Mercedes had
donated one to the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu which,
in 1987, asked if it could sell the car to finance the renovation of

the museum. Mercedes agreed and the car was duly sold for 
£1. 5 million. 

The car was kept in a bonded warehouse in Switzerland until
1990 when it was sold to a French industrialist for $24 million. 

But, as we know, prices can go down as well as up. Three or four
years ago it was sold to a German industrialist for less than half
that amount!
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Our Cars

The Story Behind Muriel

Readers of “The Automobile” may 
remember an item in the January issue 
regarding a “barn find” Austin Seven (right). 

Member Dave Whitton tells more.....

I first found out about this car whilst browsing around various
Austin Club websites and found this car on the Dorset site. It was
advertised on behalf an elderly gentleman who lived in Newton
Abbot of all places. I made contact and in August 2006, I went
to Devon to look the old chap up and established that in fact he
had acquired the car the year before as a project but then decided
it was all too much for him. He was probably in his early eighties
and undoubtedly had talent as he had restored some horse drawn
carriages to a very high standard.

It was hardly surprising therefore that when we walked down the
garden, the Austin was sharing the barn with a horse! An adjoin-
ing stable door allowed the horse to poke her head through to
keep an eye on things!

Not having a trailer myself, Brian, (the old chap not the horse!),
and I struck a deal and he kindly offered to part deliver the Aus-
tin and meet me halfway on the A303 with the car. 

I arranged for a recovery vehicle to meet us there and take the car
the rest of the way for me. At the agreed rendezvous point at the
appointed hour, the Austin arrived - neatly squeezed in the back
of a horse box with inches to spare! Nose in first of course, just
as a horse should be! This caused much amusement to the pass-
ing public.

A Bit of History

I got the car home and proceeded to look at it more closely and
look through the various documents. It can be seen from the pho-
tograph that the headlamps have only the shells remaining. The
rims, some reflectors and some glasses still with the 'Lucas Dif-
fusa' logo thereon were in a box. More significantly, also in the
box were the blackout shields fitted to the headlamps during
wartime. The picture also shows the last tax disc in the window.
When I unscrewed the rim of the holder and removed the glass,
the earlier discs were hidden behind it!

The car was first registered on 15 January 1931 with engine
number M128175 (as still fitted), chassis number 127151, and
car number B3 226. The registration - RB3296 - is a Derbyshire
series. The buff log book has only one registered owner, Mr Al-
fred Webb with a date stamp of 1944. This is a continuation book
so it is difficult to tell whether he bought the car at that time or
changed address etc. The car was pushed in to a barn and used to
store tomatoes for many years and Alfred passed away nearly 25
years ago. His son finally decided to dispose of the car as it stood
and sold it to Brian. 

Michael Worthington-Williams of The Automobile kindly pro-
vided me with details of The Kithead Trust which are the Archi-
vists holding some of the Derbyshire records. These consist of a
card index system although details for the period before 1944 are
scant and may not yield much more than is already known. Time
will tell.

In the meantime, it is customary in our household to give our
Austins names. As we already have 3 Austin Sevens, “Molly” -
a 1932 4 seat tourer, “Mabel”, a 1932 RN, and “Millicent”, a
1931 RL, it went without saying that the latest acquisition could
not be an exception and so she was christened Muriel. By
chance, in a recent conversation with Alfred Webb's son, I dis-
covered that Alfred's sister was also called Muriel!

Note the black rim around the inner edge of the 
radiator shell, which is correct and original
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Restoration Begins

During the ensuing 18 months, Muriel has been stripped to the
last nut and bolt. It is not often that one comes across a car in
such an original state and I took several pictures so that wiring
etc can be replicated. It was evident that someone has worked on
the car in years past as the rear springs were not identical - one
had 6 leaves, the other had 7. Fellow Austineers will know that
the top leaf always shows the name and date of manufacture -
one was dated 1928 - the other 1930!   Her chassis has been blast-
ed and powder coated and all running gear is now ready for as-
sembly. The front axle was slightly bent (very common with
A7s) and so another axle has been found to replace it. However
the steering arm was crack tested and found to be faultless - now
that IS unusual! Other oddities included a gate change gearbox
top, nut and threaded front of nose piece both of which date the
running gear earlier than 1931 but of course it was not unusual
in those days for old stock to be fitted to cars during build to
avoid wastage 

The engine has been stripped and fitted with new mains and big
ends, rebored with new pistons, valves etc and head skimmed.
One of the timing gears was found to be different from the spec
as stamped on the crankcase and another was found to match.
(There is always a + or - sign with a number or an 'S' stamped at

the front of the crankcase to indicate the difference in standard
in thousandths of an inch between the front bearing and timing
bearing centres) 

The engine has been tested on the bench and runs a treat. I have
lashed up a test bed in the workshop using the front section of an
old chassis mounted on a barbecue frame. Petrol tank is screwed
to the wall with the exhaust piped to the exterior. 

The carburettor in the picture is an old 24T2 I had lying around
while I was waiting for the original to come back from Burlen
Fuel Systems after restoration. When the original carburettor it
returned, it looked like new!

The body and wings are now with Ray Hood of R & A Vintage
Restoration Services. Although the wings, doors and bonnet are
good, the body did not suffer being blasted gladly! Blasting can
be guaranteed to reveal all corrosion hot spots and this one is no
exception with the usual areas needing repair. 

I am hopeful there will be more than sufficient amongst the re-
mains to bring Muriel back to life in the not too distance future.

To be continued!...................

Note the huge bakelite switch for the spot lamp just to the left of the speedo!

The Engine - Before and After
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VG8369

In the last issue, Fred Lucas told us about his recently-acquired Ruby and her earlier 
owners, Robert and Rosemary Hirst. Robert now supplies some history.....

I first met Rosemary at a New Years Eve dance at the Red Lion
Hotel in Colchester, in 1956. I had gate crashed the dance with a
friend Mike and Rosemary, unbeknown to me was making up a
foursome, not very satisfactorily it seemed.

Rosemary, the girl in the red dress never to be forgotten, I learnt,
was a trainee nurse at Colchester Hospital. I was a fieldsman for
Batchelors Peas, Sheffield.

Rosemary qualified as S.R.N. and secured a job as a theatre and
anaesthetic nurse at the Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford. I had joined
Campbells Soup to be an ingredients buyer for the factory yet to
be completed at King’s Lynn.

Meetings with Rosemary now became infrequent, limited to oc-
casions I visited my parents in Campden, Gloucestershire.

On the day that the all important question was popped, Rose-
mary said that if I was required to live in cold North Norfolk
against the even colder North Sea I would have to keep her in
sheep skin. So a bargain was struck.

At that time Rosemary, who lived on a farm, had a well-worn
much-loved sheepskin jacket that had given good service, partic-
ularly while feeding young stock on the far meadows at 6.3Oam
on cold frosty mornings.

Moving on a year or two, in about 1960 we were living on Gay-
ton Road in King’s Lynn, when Rosemary casually but pointedly
said, “What happened to my sheepskin coat, it's now another
winter?”

“I will give you a choice, a sheepskin coat or a car.” 

“What kind of car?” she asked. “It's a lucky dip, you will have to
take your chance on that,” I replied. Not wanting to look a gift
horse in the mouth, the car won the day. 

At that time I had my eye on an A7 Ruby on the fore court of
A.T. Johson’s garage in Tottenhill. To me Ruby - the last of the
sit-up-and-beg models fast going out of fashion - appeared so
forlorn and crying out for a good home. So the deal was done,
for £15.00 with two months tax remaining and two gallons of
petrol for good measure and Ruby came trundling home.

After tea that Saturday Rosemary asked “Did you get my bit of
shopping?” “Yes it's on the front seat of the car,” I replied. After
a quick visit outside came the question, “Is that it?” “Yes that's
it and it's not on a sale or return basis!”

Fortunately Rosemary quickly mastered the art of operating a
half-inch clutch. Believe it or not, she had learnt to drive at about
the age of nine on an ex-army vehicle called a Quad, a powerful
gun-towing tractor from the war, a gentle giant. During harvest
time Rosemary was often shut up in the Quad all day with a bot-
tle of water and required to draw forward while loading until
someone said “whoa”. She could be forgiven for thinking she
was a horse, but got plenty of clutch control practice.

Ruby gave good service with an expanding family and became
well known in the district. I remember on one occasion walking
down Gayton Road, I got as far as the bus stop when I heard

someone remark “Hey up, here comes that person in Rocking
Ruby, full of laughing children.” I did not say that I was the other
half of the team but sure enough, when they passed the bus stop
and saw me, a good display was given. 

“You know the vehicle, do you?” 

“Oh yes anyone living round here knows Ruby -but it pays to
give her a wide berth -brakes are for slowing down but not nec-
essarily for stopping.” This was true. The cables needed to be
finely adjusted and balanced, after which the brakes are quite
good and adequate.

On another occasion I was driving down Gayton Road and had
to make an emergency stop. The brakes started to snatch, grab
and squeal before taking hold and I stopped up against Gayton
clock, where it originally was. Along the near side was an elderly
gent on a bicycle who had also stopped in a hurry and who slid
down the side of Ruby and finished up with his bike round his
neck. Fortunately no harm was done, much to my relief. “Cor
blast.” he said, in true Norfolk fashion, “I wondered whatever
was a- coming. I might have known it was Ruby.”

Looking back on what seemed a succession of long hot summers
Ruby would be found hidden at the back of the sand dunes at Old
Hunstanton loaded with children for another happy day on the
beach.

Time moved on and little ones became bigger ones and I had to
concede that Ruby had had her day. At that time the Mini be-
came the Ruby of the day, another engineering concept that I
much admired, which all started with a Mini Van.

Much to my regret, Ruby was pensioned off to an asbestos pre-
fabricated garage but it was the best I could do at the time.

Rosemary, Fiona and Ruby - 1961
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Jacked up on an earth floor with a plastic decorator’s sheet fes-
tooned over her, with a half brick on each corner.

This was in about 1966. Some time afterwards there was a bad
storm and the garage collapsed. Had Ruby not been inside it
would have been blown away. I box-framed it and once again it
was reasonably weather tight. Unfortunately with the passage of
time others got to know that there was an old car inside and it
would be broken into through the roof with the result that Ruby
was beginning to really suffer.

It was time Ruby came home. I always intended that it would be
a retirement project for me, but I had to concede that my me-
chanical ability did not adequately extend to what structural and
cosmetic work was required, although I knew the engine was
sound.

After getting Ruby home I put the battery on, switched on the ig-
nition and while holding one of the plugs turned the handle. It

was quite evident that the spark was too weak so I cleaned the
points in -situ, filled the carburettor with petrol, gave two turns
on the handle and away she went as sweet as ever.

As already reported the vehicle was sold to David Ward for ren-
ovation who subsequently passed it on to Fred Lucas, another
good home, where she is undergoing an excellent body-off ren-
ovation.

We are all so pleased that VG8369 has survived and will live on.
I can hardly still believe the day when Brian Baxter phoned me
and told me about it. It somehow exonerates all the ups and
downs of Ruby.

There is a sequel to this. The effort that Fred Lucas is applying
has regenerated my own interest in an A7 and consequently I
have now acquired, out of the blue, an up-and-running 1935
Ruby which looks good but remains to be proven. We shall see!

The End of an Era

After 50 years, Keith Ashby has finally sold his Austin Seven. Here he tells the tale of half-
a-century of Austins

My involvement with Austin motor cars goes back quite a long
time. In 1957 I took my Finals, waited for a positive result and
got married a fortnight later. I had always thought that Austin
Sevens were nice little cars so Karin and I looked around for a
suitable model.

CYT66O, a 1935 four seater open tourer, colour dirty grey with
black mud-guards, came to light in deepest Essex. There ensued
a demonstration run around Peldon Reservoir during which it
briefly broke down - the low tension lead had come adrift - and
then the handing over of the exorbitant sum of £35. We then
rumbled off home and have never looked back since.

It was in a pretty rough state then and burnt enough oil to look
like a steam engine. Often doing up the engine on the kitchen
floor and applying a coat of a paint to the body, we used the car
from 1957 to 1961, during which time we ventured as far forth
as the South Coast, Wales, and East Germany in 1961. The latter
trip was with a small daughter in the back. In East Germany at
that time there were still many old BMW Dixis (really an Austin
Seven made under licence by BMW) DKWs and Opels, so we
were not particularly conspicuous.

1960 saw the introduction of the MOT vehicle test. We survived
that with much trepidation, but from then on many old cars dis-
appeared from the road. Before 1960 one saw cars often in really
interesting dilapidated conditions, with such things as tyres not
just worn bald, but down to the second or third layer of canvas.

1961 to 1964 we were in Ghana. We left CYT66O in England,
in fact almost gave it away. On returning to England we now had
three children so the Seven was rather too small. Fortunately a
colleague had almost done up a 1935 Austin Twelve Ascot Sa-
loon. After the exchange of £5 and a hit of work on my part
CGF614 was back on the road. In fact we arrived in Holt in this
car in 1965 and used it as an everyday car until 1970.

In 1968 a Farfield pupil Robarts used to laugh about this small
Twelve saying that his uncle in Norwich had a real Austin. This
transpired to be a 1937 seven seater Austin Eighteen York Sa-
loon. This acquisition required the investment of £50. The body
and interior were in very good condition. In fact the back seats
looked as though they had hardly ever been sat on until we got
it. The six cylinder 2510 c.c. side-valve engine is fairly thirsty at
'the best of times, hut at the time of purchase the car did about 10
miles per gallon of petrol and 50 miles per pint of oil.

After reconditioning the engine the car has been used regularly,
and particularly for holidays until 1980. It has made trips to
Wales, Holland, Brittany and three to East Germany with four
children and much baggage.
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In the seventies, the Austin Seven and the Eighteen have been
used as background scenery in various films. A Danny La Rue
film entitled Our Miss Fred has the opening scenes set on
Cromer Pier and Crorner Promenade. The Eighteen is in the
background. Danny La Rue walks off the pier and actually drives
the Austin Seven away. It survived! ITV brought out a rival se-
ries to Dad's Army entitled Backs to the Land. Some scenes were
shot in Heydon Park. The Austin Eighteen was in this, as were a
small contingent of Gresharn's School CCF dressed as World
War Two soldiers, and Major Peaver who contrived to fall out of
a tree and twist his ankle.

By way of variety I also acquired another old car from a venera-
ble elderly gentleman who used to attend a French evening class
I once ran in Holt. This was a 1933 BSA Ten car NG8289, with
a Wilson preselector gearbox, which were in fact forerunners of
automatic gear-boxes. This model called the 'Peerless' had a rare
coupe body on it. I managed to rescue it from the scrapyard
where it was in danger of going (a) because the piston rings on
cylinder one were broken and it puffed oil like the proverbial
steam engine, and (b) it had had a slight broadside collision with
the local dustcart which had dented the door, and more seriously
had slightly bent the half shaft on the back axle.

After considerable renovation I used it for several years, but
there was a persistent problem with the head gasket which insist-
ed on blowing with monotonous regularity. I have since passed
the car on to my son Mark who properly renovated the car and
the engine for his Duke of Edinburgh Gold

hobby activity. In 1983 he drove it to Spain and Portugal, return-
ing over the Andorra Pass and doing 6000 miles in the process.
We now assume that the engine is basically all right.

In the eighties Mark also made three trips to France with various
brethren and friends in the Austin Eighteen, notching up some
2000 miles each trip. The last trip included ascending to Puy de
Dome and Clermont Ferrand which did not do the clutch much
good.

In the seventies gas guzzlers like Austin Eighteens were hit by
the Suez oil crisis. However, fate was kind, and by dint of going
modem I was able to continue the Austin tradition. My brother
with three children and two large dogs was beginning to outgrow
his Austin A35 Saloon number BHW755, cream in colour with
some 150,000 miles on the clock. As this car could do 50-60

m.p.h. comfortably and some 45 miles per gallon on a run, it had
an almost modern performance, and was eminently suitable for
everyday use.

When one has an A35 it seems to have a magnetic effect. One is
stopped in the street and overwhelmed by such inanities as “I
learned to drive in one of those” and is pressed to buy more of
them. There followed a black A35 WPW175, a grey one
THU919 which my other son Nicholas had, and which younger
daughter Kate now owns. And lastly I acquired the latest blue
A35 OBX14O some seven years ago. In the meantime I also ac-
quired five other A35 cars and three A35 vans all rather tatty,
which I have dismantled for spare parts.

Incidentally, all my four children took their driving tests in the
first A35 BHW75S and all passed first time. Mark also ran this
car for several years, covering many miles including one 2000
mile trip to the South of France, and on another occasion coming
second in an economy run (49.2 miles per gallon achieved) to
commemorate the 25th anniversary of these cars in 1982. Unfor-
tunately Kate eventually parked it on its roof in Swansea which
did not do it much good. It is now pensioned off to a quiet retire-
ment in the REME shed, where it still runs, albeit with air con-
ditioning as it is now doorless.

In 1988 all three prewar cars were brought out to be used for
Mark's wedding cortege. By this time both sons were outgrow-
ing the rather auntyish appearance of their A35s and they both
evolved and graduated into acquiring MGB sports cars. They
don't look much like or feel much like an A35, hut they are basi-
cally just an enlarged sports car version. A35s have the Austin-
cum-BMC 'A' series engine which has evolved and developed
without much change right up to very recent generations of Min-
is and Metros. Some 12,000,000 of these engines have been
built, an unsung success story of British engineering. The MGB
just has the enlarged 'B' series engine.

After 50 years we have just sold CYT 660 and it has gone to a
good home. For our personal use Karin and I still have A35
OBX14O plus one spare A35, and a pile of general spares. Bar-
ring accidents we do not intend acquiring any other cars, certain-
ly NOT a NEW car, as what we have should last another 20 years
which should cover our needs. I am afraid we will not be
amongst those who will contribute to the boom in new car sales
if and when it comes.
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Wexford - the story continues....

Part Three of John Hazell’s Ulster Replica Build

With the back axle rebuilt, including new felts, bearings and
painting, it was then fitted on to the rear springs with special ex-
tended high-tensile bolts and spacers that I had made by Griston
Engineering. This was necessary as I have a 1936 “D-type” axle
that is approximately two inches wider than the original axle
used on a 1930 chassis. The lugs on the axle had at sometime
been cut off and resited further inboard to line up with the ends
of the springs. The rear shock absorbers were then refitted with
all new replacement parts that I obtained from the Seven Work-
shop. These included brass discs, pads, springs, spacers and new
centre bolts. I had to cut the large dish-shaped washers off the
old bolts to reuse them, as no new replacements are available.
Long sports-type aluminium drop arms and rubbers were also
fitted.

The brake slave cylinders and shoes were mounted on the back
plates before bolting them onto the axles; I then fitted the refur-
bished hubs in position, following the manual instruction to
tighten the nuts on the ends of the shafts as much as possible to
produce a very tight fit on the tapers before inserting the split
pins. On the front brakes, for the hydraulic set-up, I made an an-
gled support bracket to take the flexible hoses and the connect-
ing pipe work, and bolted it to the chassis using the fixings for
the spring and shock absorber.

The next item needed was an angled bracket to alter the steering
column rake. I purchased an. aluminium wedge for the job from
7 County Austins but on receiving it I was not very impressed,
so 1 had a steel one made by Griston Engineering as per the
drawing in Chris Gould’s book. 

This, when fitted, worked a treat and allowed me to then refit the
drag link and steering box etc. As I am not installing the Gas/Ig-
nition levers on the steering wheel, I have fitted a special brass
domed nut to finish it off. Again I had this made by Griston En-
gineering.

When I stripped the tyres off the wheels, I found that four of the
five rims were very rusty, so the spokes were cut off and the
wheel centres sent to Vintage Austin Services for rebuilding. Af-
ter several weeks they came back looking as good as new. The
couple of spare wheels I had were sent to CFS (powder coating)
in Watton to be bead blasted and painted, along with the petrol
tank and bonnet support brackets. Again I was very pleased with
the results. 

I ordered new tyres, tubes and tapes from The Seven Workshop.
When arrived I had them fitted by Dave Craw who owns a small
motorbike repair and MOT workshop in Watton. While talking
to him, I found he is something of a vintage motorbike and car
buff. He is also chairman of the vintage motorcycle club that
meets in King’s Lynn.

At last I turned my attention to the engine. I took all the parts to
Martin Roper (one of our Norfolk Austin Seven Club members)
who very kindly said he would run his eye over the condition of
the main engine parts - the head, block, crankshaft, con rods,
camshaft and crankcase - at his workshop, which is situated in
the grounds of his home. He has now bored out the block and re-
placed the valve guides, ground in the valves and drilled out all
the broken studs for me. The replacement parts for the engine
were purchased from Tony Leslie of Holmsdale Sevens, who in-
formed me that the new set of pistons etc. that I needed would
come from Australia! The crankshaft and rods also required
regrinding and remetalling. This has been carried out by John
Kirby’s company, based in Croydon, at what thought to be a very
reasonable price. 

I also took Martin’s advice to clean out the crankcase. I pur-
chased a galvanised dustbin and an immersion heater and set
them up in my workshop. I filled the dustbin with water, added
the crankcase and a handful of biological washing powder and
heated it up to about 80 degrees Celsius for a day or so. I then
took the crankcase out, cleaned out the oil gallery and all the oth-
er nooks and crannies then put it back to soak for another day.

While the work on the engine was being carried out, I started on
the woodwork necessary for the cockpit seating arrangement,
again as described in Chris Gould’s book. After several attempts
I obtained the correct shape to form the support for the top edge
of the seats and stay. More woodwork will be required later.

I have also had to make some brackets for the rear handbrake/hy-
draulic pipe work arrangement. The brackets come off the differ-
ential housing on the back axle. The levers that operate the
handbrake are not a straight pull as on the original set up, but
have to work via a pulley (late Ruby) at 90 degrees. Also on
these brackets I have been able to fix the unions and hydraulic
pipe work for the rear brakes. The flexible hose that runs from
the union is fixed by another small angled bracket onto the 
chassis. Another bracket arrangement, midway along the chassis
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under the prop shaft, was made to support the handbrake outer
cables.

I then had to take apart the cross shaft assembly for the hand-
brake and have two new grooves machined on the shaft approx-
imately seven and a half inches inboard of the existing one.
Some collars were made up with an internal 5/16 BSF thread so

that I could use a nut and bolt to lock them in position on the ends
of the shaft where the old brake levers used to be. Again, the ma-
chining was done by Griston Engineering.

With the parts at last having arrived to build the engine, I have
now all the gaskets and sundries hopefully required to set about
the rebuild, for the next issue.

To be continued

Austin Swallow

Recently-joined member Chris Tanner is the proud owner of this 1930 Austin Swallow Saloon

First registered in June 1930,
GJ6030 was restored to its
present condition between
1970-75. All body panels and
components are original and no
replica parts have been used.
The only departure from the
original specification is the ma-
terial used for the interior trim
and the fabric roof.

All mechanical components
have been rebuilt to as-new
specification and the body is
finished in the original colours
with twelve coats of cellulose.

The current performance
matches in every respect the re-
sults of a road test carried out
by the motoring press in 1930.
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What’s On
On the back page of the Norfolk NA7ter, you will find the NA7C Events Calendar for 2008. It is our intention to keep this updated as
details are added and new events notified - or heaven forbid, cancelled. The latest version will be printed in each issue of the NA7ter
and in the occasional NA7C News Sheet. Events will also be described in more detail in this section.

Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event
All the following events are subject to change

Road Runs and Visits

Drive-it Day - Sunday 20 April
This is the day to prove to the politicians that we actually use our cars by joining Chairman Jim on a Road 
Run of about 47 miles from Little Melton to Holt.

From 9.30am gather at the Village Inn, Little Melton, where
the publican will provide us with a bacon butty and a cup of
coffee for £2.00 per person - a great way to start the day!

We will start the Road Run at 10.00am, following a back-roads
route via East Dereham, Fakenham, Little Walsingham, Bin-
ham and Langham to finish at the Holt Station of the North
Norfolk Railway around about 12.00 noon. 

We will have spaces reserved for our cars at Holt Station, where
there is a picnic area, as well as a buffet cafeteria selling teas,
coffee, soup and sandwiches. If you fancy a ride on the steam
train to Sheringham there is one leaving at 12.45 and returning
to Holt an hour later. 

So why not get your Austin 7 out on to the back roads of Norfolk
for a jolly drive in the countryside, with some of your friends,
ending up for a picnic and a ride on the North Norfolk Railway

as a way to blow of the winter cobwebs? Give Jim a call on
01493 750805 to let him know that you will be joining in the run
on the day, or if you just fancy a train ride. 

Young Drivers Insurance for the Drive-It-Day
If you are trying to encourage a young relative to become in-
volved in driving Austin 7s, the FBHVC have struck special in-
surance deal to make it possible to get younger drivers on
comprehensive cover for the Drive It Day for just £10.50. For
more information, before mid April, check out their website 
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/index.htm or contact Jim Why-
man, Secretary, Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs
Ltd, Kernshill, Shute Street, Stogumber, Taunton, Somerset
TA4 3TU. Tel: 01984 656995.

For more information on Drive It Day, 
see the FBHVC article on page 17

April Amble - Sunday 27 April
Peter Brown is organising a run starting at 2pm from the Rackheath Industrial Estate. Please contact Peter on 01603 782241 or 
p.h.b10@btinternet.com if you intend to participate.

Ron Houghton's Oily Rag Day - Sunday 18 May
Ron and Barbara Houghton invite members and their cars to Mulberry Tree House, Harris Green, Hardwick, from 12.30pm. 

Ron would appreciate help in preparing his site a few days before the 18th, as he says he's getting a bit long in the tooth for too much
hard graft.

Please let Ron or Barbara know if you plan to attend, or are willing to help set up, on 01508 530580 or barroncats@tiscali.co.uk

June Jaunt - Sunday 1 June
Charles Levien invites all interested parties to meet at The Queen’s Head, Foulsham for lunch at 12.30 sharp, before jaunting off in
the afternoon. 

Please get in touch with Charles on 01362 684296 or charleslevien@btopenworld.com if you plan to take part.

Cars in the Park - Tuesday 3 June
The ANCC Cars in the Park will be again be held at Weston Park, from 6.30pm on Tuesday 3 June.

Vist to Ken Wallis - Sunday 22 June
Our President invites all club members and their cars to Reymerston Hall, near Dereham. Please arrive before 1.00pm, when the visit
proper will begin. Should you wish to arrive earlier for a picnic, Ken invites you to use his meadow/flying field.
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Jaguar Drivers Club/ANCC Barbecue - Friday 4 July
The Jaguar Drivers Club/ANCC Barbecue is at Felthorpe Airfield on Friday 4 July, commencing at 6.30pm. There will be a band
and the usual hot dogs and burgers will be on sale. Admission is free, but charity buckets will be placed at strategic locations for your
contributions.

The Rix Road Run - Sunday 6 July
Tricia and Dave Rix are organising a run from The Roman Camp, Caistor St Edmunds, starting at 12-30pm. Dave tells us that there
is no lunch on this one but grub to be provided later!

Please contact Dave or Tricia on 01508 493419 or arlberg@waitrose.com if you would like to take part.

Shows and Rallies

Wymondham Old Timers - Pensthorpe - Sunday 4 May
A day out at Pensthorpe Nature Reserve combined with a Classic Car Rally which attracts cars from the Twenties to the Seventies - who
could ask for more? 

Last year eleven NA7C members brought their cars along to the Old Timers Vintage/Classic Transport Show and all attending enjoyed
the day, which includes free admission to the nature reserve. 

There is an entrance fee of £5 per car (includes driver and one passenger). Entry forms from Dave Rix on 01508 493419 or 
arlberg@waitrose.com

Steam and Transport Exhibition - Potter Heigham - Sunday 20 July
Following last year’s successful attendance, the NA7C has again been invited to this event, held at Potter Heigham Village Hall.

We are the only car club to be invited and members are assured of a warm welcome at what can only be described as a 1950s village
show.

The East Anglia A7 Trophy Event 2008 - Rougham - Sunday 17 August
This annual event as you know, is firmly established in our East Anglia calendar and is specifically designed to bring the Norfolk, Suf-
folk Essex and Cambridgeshire Austin Seven clubs together in friendly competition at a venue roughly central to us all.

Last year the Essex won the Trophy back from Norfolk and so this year according to the rules, Essex are in charge of the admin side of
things.

The venue remains the same, Rougham Airfield near Bury St Edmunds, but the event is now The Rougham Air Display and Classic Car
Show, where the emphasis is much more on the cars 

The issues that we encountered with last years’ event, namely the unacceptable long delay for cars leaving the airfield at the end of the
Show are being addressed and hopefully will be much better stewarded.

Entries as before need to be made individually to Rougham. Entry forms and Terms and Conditions are available from Dave Rix on
01508 493419 or arlberg@waitrose.com

NA7C Rally at the Police Gala Day - Norfolk Showground - Sunday 31 August
This is the major event of the year for the NA7C as we gather around the gazebo and award trophies for the best Flat Radiator Seven,
the best Cowled Radiator and the Public’s Choice.

The Committee are currently negotiating for a prime site on the Showground. 

Make a note in your diary now, get your pride and joy polished up and bring it along to take part in the big one! Last year 22 cars attended.
This year we want more!

Scottish Austin Seven Club National Rally - 25-28 July
For those of you with the urge to travel further afield, the Scottish Austin Seven Club National Rally will be held in Guildtown, 
Perthshire on 25-28 July. The advance ticket price is £7 per car, with free camping. Further details from Ruairidh Dunford, 64 Camp-
sie Drive, Bearsden, G61 3HX Tel: 0141 942 8037 or e-mail dunford1@ aol.com.
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NA7C Sales & Wants

Nothing for sale from club members in this issue, but we have a Wanted
Jim Blacklock needs a Lucas Dynamo, Type C35A or C35M. Telephone 01493 750805 or email jb.na7c@tesco.net

From Other Newsletters 

The following advertisements have appeared recently in other clubs’ newsletters:

Essex Austin Seven Club

1932 RN Box saloon, maroon over black, Mot to Sept 2008
With great reluctance and lack of garage space I have to sell this
stunning looking car. The car was previously owned by a garage
owner, who restored it in the late 1990's for his son's birthday.
The son had little interest and it remained laid-up for a couple of
years. The vehicle has been used regularly at club events since I
purchased it in 2006 and completed the Molentocht run in Hol-
land in May 2007. I have spent quite some money getting it up
to scratch, and am looking to sell in the close region of £5700.
Any inspection welcome. 

Contact Dave Sabel on 01245 248333 (near Chelmsford)

Cornwall Austin Seven Club

Austin Seven Special The car is based on a 1929 vehicle and
was featured in 'Auto Express' in 1993 in a comparison between
small sports cars (it carried a price tag of £6000!) I am no expert
but I believe that it now carries a basic non sporting engine and
I guess the 'original' was removed at some point. It has a very at-
tractive alloy body which the magazine article tells me was fitted
in the 1950's. It has a very good 'slab tank' on the rear. The roll-
ing chassis is complete and the bearings etc seem good. 

£1750 o.n.o. 

Simon Hendra 07919 253232 (Carnon Downs

)

1

1930 RL short wheelbase box saloon. Reg No UK9239. Very
well restored, body Blue over Black. Chassis B17915. Sale to in-
clude a nearly new trailer. 

Price £4500, no offers. 

John Gibson, Wembury Devon 01752 862494 (gibson-
jd@hotmail.co.uk) 
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Scottish Austin Seven Club

1922 Austin Seven Chassis drawing prints

I have a small quantity of prints from a drawing of the 1922 Aus-
tin Seven Chassis. The drawing was faithfully copied from an
original print back in 1966 by a draughtsman friend of mine. (I
have the original of that tracing).

If these prints are of interest please contact me, they are just
£5.00 each, (plus the cost of a cardboard tube and postage). To
obtain your copy I can me contacted as follows

Jim Stringer, 7 Court Tree Drive, Eastchurch, Nr. Sheer-
ness. Kent. ME12 4TR. Tel: 01795 88 

1933 Austin 7 Box Saloon

Colour - Blue / Black, Registration - LJ 7228, MOT - 11 Sept
2008. 4 registered keepers (2 of which are myself and a member
of my family). Car restoration completed by previous owner in
2000, 10 pages of hand written notes detailing all the work car-
ried out as well as some receipts. New battery

My family purchased the car in September 2000 and the car has
been garaged ever since. 

£5,000 ono. 

Ross MacDonald (Dunfermline) Tel: 01383 731175.

1937 Big 7 Sixlite

Restored 4 years ago with totally rebuilt engine, full respray,
stainless steel exhaust, 2 new tyres, seats reupholstered, totally
rewired, good chrome, brakes all relined this September.

Taxed to 31/08/2008 and full years MOT to Oct 08. Great car but
not concours. 

£3750 ono

Charlie Carpenter 01419565428 e-mail char-
lie.carpenter1@ntlworld.com

AUSTIN SEVEN 
BOOKS

from 
MARGARET MOTORS 

BOOKSHOP

Bessingham, North Norfolk. 

Currently have the following Austin 7 Books in stock: 

The Austin Seven Manual
  by Doug Woodrow - £43 
The Austin Seven Source Book

by Bryan Purves - £30 
Men & Motors of the Austin 
  by B. Sharratt - £25 
Austin Seven Handbooks (Reprints)  
  various years - £5 
Austin Seven Parts Books (Reprints) 

various years - £5 

Plus many other books on old cars  
and related subjects. 

Contact Henry and Jennifer Thorne. 

01263 - 577366
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FBHVC News

The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs is a grouping of over 450 Clubs and Museums together with some 1500 Trade and
Individual Supporters. The aim of the Federation is to uphold the freedom to use old vehicles on the roads without any undue restriction
and to support its member organisations in whatever way it can.

The NA7C is a member of FBHVC. They publish a bi-monthly magazine that highlights legislation and other topics that may affect our
hobby. Articles of interest will be reprinted here. If any member would like to read the magazine in full, please contact the Chairman,
or visit the FBHVC website at http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

Drive It Day
Drive It Day is on Sunday, 20 April. Many motor museums are
participating by offering special parking areas for those arriving
in older vehicles with many offering discounted admission for
groups (usually by prior arrangement). Details can be found on
the DID pages at www.fbhvc.co.uk. 

Many younger people who have a natural interest in old vehicles,
such as those who attend shows or buy magazines, never get
beyond those first stages: they never discover what it is like to
ride in/on (let alone drive/ride) old vehicles, so their interest has
little opportunity to develop into enthusiasm. 

So let’s make DID a day when we think about those who are not
lucky enough to have their own historic vehicles, and do
something to give them a stronger flavour of what historic
vehicle ownership is all about perhaps by inviting those who ask
sensible questions to, for instance, try the driving position or
even offer them a ride. And for those who would like to give
younger family members or acquaintances an opportunity to
drive their historic car (and this does apply only to cars), we are
working on a deal with RH Specialist Insurance for top-up cover
whereby named drivers over 20 who have held a full licence for
a year can be put on comprehensive cover for the day: free for
those who already insure with RH Specialist Insurance or £10.50
for those covered elsewhere. Conditions will, inevitably, apply. 

The primary aim of DID, of course, is to showcase the historic
vehicle movement. Some have suggested that, in this age of
concern about emissions, we are unwise to encourage people to
use old vehicles: we disagree, obviously. The historic vehicle
movement, as our survey of 2006 showed, is a significant
contributor to society: hundreds of thousands of people derive
pleasure from it, tens of thousands earn some or all of their
income from it, and it contributes over £3 billion to the national
economy. All of that depends on freedom of use: lose that, and
the movement will, inevitably, decline. To uphold the freedom
we need, above all, to keep legislators on our side. Two things
that always weigh heavily with legislators when they are
considering new measures are, first, the number of voters who
will be adversely affected and, second, whether the benefit
resulting from the proposed measure is sufficient to justify
upsetting that number of people. DID helps both: it shows the
large numbers, and by making an obvious contrast with the other
days in the year when it is rare to see anything over 20 years old,
it shows how little historic vehicles are used. It thus
demonstrates that restrictive measures will have negligible
impact on emissions, but would upset large numbers of people. 

Jim Blacklock has arranged a Drive It Day Run
Details on page 13

FBHVC’s Public Liability Insurance Scheme
In December, Willis Limited, the brokers for the FBHVC Public
Liability insurance scheme, recommended switching
underwriters for the scheme from AIG to Zurich with effect from
the common renewal date, 1 February 2008. The
recommendation followed careful analysis of available cover
and provided a better deal for clubs. FBHVC agreed.

Previously, clubs requiring material damage and property cover
needed to take out a separate policy, with a significant minimum
premium. Now, because a small element of Material Damage
cover is included automatically (free of charge) there is no need
for a separate policy.

If the limit of cover provided as standard is insufficient, clubs
can increase from the restricted “free” amount to whatever limit
is required and do so at economic terms.

There are several different categories of cover: the descriptions
below are brief and everyone will understand that insurance
policies contain in their small print details of situations that are
not covered or where special conditions apply. Such details

always need to be checked carefully before signing up to a
policy.

Standard cover included in the policy Public Liability. To
indemnify the club in respect of all sums which the club becomes
legally liable to pay resulting from bodily injury or property
damage to a third party as a result of normal club activity. Limit
of indemnity £5,000,000 any one event

Material Damage. Provides cover for a club’s portable
possessions, such as regalia stocks, display equipment, trophies,
archives, computers etc. against “all risks” of damage (subject,
inevitably, to various caveats). Limit £750 (Can be increased at
additional premium)

Money. Physical loss or damage to cash. Limit £200.

Libel and Slander. To provide compensation, defence costs and
expenses in respect of claims made against the club, where the
club is legally liable for a libel or slander. Limit of indemnity
£250,000.
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Optional additional covers Employers’ Liability. To indemnify
the employer for defence costs and expenses and compensation
to employees (in this context, this includes volunteers) who
suffer loss or bodily injury as a result of their work for the club
and for which the club is legally liable.

Product Liability. To indemnify the club against legal liability
for claims from third parties who suffer loss or injury in
connection with a product supplied or sold by the club.

Buildings and Property. Provides cover for a club’s buildings
and fixed equipment, such as a club house, in the event of fire,
theft, storm, flood and other insured perils.

Professional Indemnity. To indemnify the club against legal
liabilities arising from negligent advice or service provided
which causes financial loss to a third party.

Directors & Officers. To indemnify individual directors and
officers against their personal legal liabilities arising from
negligence in the performance of their duties.

The FBHVC scheme is intended to provide clubs (especially
smaller ones) with affordable Public Liability cover: this is an
important cover for any organisation, and provides funds either
to fight unreasonable claims, or to settle justified ones, where the
club is legally liable.

European Commission decides against requiring use of daytime running lights
In 2006, the European Commission announced its intention to
draft a proposal for a Directive which would require all vehicles
to use daytime running lights and consulted to find the most
appropriate way to do so. However the Commission has decided
not to go ahead and will only continue discussions at EU and UN

level with the objective that all new vehicles should be equipped
with dedicated daytime running lights. The decision was a result
of EC concerns that the safety of vulnerable road users,
including motorcyclists, may not benefit from dipped-beam
DRL use.

Vehicle inspections
One of the themes in the last Newsletter related to inspections for
the V765 scheme and dating certificates. I quote from the current
V765/3 Guidance notes: If you submit a V765 application or
sign a dating certificate for a vehicle that has not been inspected,
you should explain how you have satisfied yourself that the
vehicle is what it is being claimed to be.

The Federation’s view is quite simple: vehicle inspection should
be standard practice, but it appears that this is often ignored.
Quite recently DVLA inspected a number of vehicles where

dating certificates had been supplied and found the chassis
numbers on the vehicles were not the same as those quoted on
the dating letters. The vehicles had clearly not been inspected
prior to submission to DVLA, and that will not have enhanced
the reputation of the signatories concerned.

We need to maintain the reputation of the V765 scheme and
dating certificates, and this can only be done if vehicle
inspection is standard practice. If you are a signatory of the V765
scheme, please play your part.

Private Hire Vehicles

The Department for Transport has confirmed that the hire of a
vehicle with seats for fewer than nine passengers with the services of a
driver for a wedding or a funeral is exempted from the normal
regulations relating to Private Hire Vehicles. Hire of such a vehicle and
driver for any other purposes, such as a tour of the local countryside or

attending a special function, falls within the regulations that stipulate
such vehicles and their operators must be licensed for the purpose. The
licensing authority for this activity is the local authority in which the
vehicle and its operator are normally based. Initial indications are that
there is no uniformity of criteria.

And Finally....

The photograph of David Wall on the cover of the last issue of
the NA7ter prompted several members to wonder what he was
actually saying as he elegantly exited his Ulster!

There are no prizes, but the Editor will be pleased to receive any
printable suggestions, by post, email or verbally. These will
appear in the next NA7ter, together with the names of the
perpetrators.

The Editor’s address is on page 2
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NA7C Events Calendar 2008
Key

Bold type Underlined = NA7C Organised Event        Bold type = NA7C Supported Event

Normal Type = Event not organised by NA7C but recommended or suggested by NA7C.

Note: Please let the organiser know if you plan to attend an event

Date Event Venue Contact
Apr 13 Sun A7CA AGM Gaydon

15 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little Melton - 8pm
20 Sun FBHVC Drive-It Day Village Inn, Little Melton – 

9.30am
Jim Blacklock 01493 750805
jb.na7c@tesco.net

20 Sun Halesworth/Southwold Run TBA TBA
27 Sun The April Amble 2pm from the Rackheath 

Industrial Estate
Peter Brown 01603 782241 
p.h.b10@btinternet.com

May 4 Sun Wymondham Old Timers 
Vintage/Classic Transport Show

Pensthorpe Nature Reserve, 
Fakenham

Dave Rix 01508 493419
arlberg@waitrose.com

11 Sun Wings & Wheels Henham Diana Jackson 01986 875107
Entries in by 12th April

11 Sun Skeyton Goat TBA 01692 538600
18 Sun Ron Houghton’s Oily Rag Day From 12.30pm at Mulberry Tree 

House, Harris Green, Hardwick
Ron & Barbara Houghton 01508 
530580 barroncats@tiscali.co.uk

18 Sun Essex A7C – Suffolk Run TBA Melvin Grainger 01359 242613
melv.grainger-03@tiscali.co.uk

20 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little Melton - 8pm
25 Sun Strumpshaw Steam Rally Strumpshaw Dave Rix 01508 493419

arlberg@waitrose.com
June 1 Sun The June Jaunt Lunch at The Queen’s Head, 

Foulsham at 12.30pm – sharp!
Charles Levien 01362 684296
charleslevien@btopenworld.com

1 Tues ANCC Cars in the Park Weston Park - from 6.30pm John Stavely
8 Sun 750MC-NC Austin Allsorts Rally Castle Acre - £7 per car Biz Bizell 01953-789592 

bizbizzell@hotmail.com
8 Sun Euston Park Rural Pastimes Euston Park, Nr Thetford, 

Norfolk - £5 per car
For Entry Form by mid April 
Dave Rix 01508 493419

14 Sat 16th Norwich Sea Scout
BBQ & Classic Car Show

The Street, Old Costessey Tom Fisk 01603 744703

15 Sun Felbrigg Hall
 Wheels in the Park

Felbrigg Hall, Norfolk For Entry Form by 30th April 
Dave Rix 01508 493419

15 Sun Eastern Farm Park
Eastern Festival Event

Eastern Farm Park, Nr Wickham
Market, Suffolk

For Entry Form by 10th May
Dave Rix 01508 493419

17 Tues NA7C Meeting –Rides Night Village Inn, Little Melton - 8pm
22 Sun NA7C Visit to Ken Wallis Reymerston Hall - 1.00pm Dave Rix 01508 493419

arlberg@waitrose.com
29 Sun 46th National Austin 7 Rally Beaulieu, Hampshire

Tickets £15.25
Dave Rix 01508 493419
arlberg@waitrose.com

July 4 Fri. Jaguar Drivers Club/Ancc 
Barbecue

Felthorpe Airfield - from 6.30pm John Stavely

6 Sun The Rix Road Run Roman Camp at Caistor St 
Edmunds for a 12-30pm start

Dave Rix 01508 493419
arlberg@waitrose.com

12
13

Sat
Sun

Car & Tractor Weekend Little Ellingham, Norfolk 01953 605311

15 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little Melton - 8pm Mike Clipston 01603 429380 
20 Sun Steam & Transport Exhibition Potter Heigham Village Hall John Holland 01692 671987
20 Sun Lowestoft CVC Rally Bungay Suffolk Dave Rix 01508 493419
26
27

Sat
Sun

Worstead Festival Worstead, Norfolk 
Restricted entries £3 per vehicle

Dave Rix 01508 493419
arlberg@waitrose.com
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Please Note: All the above events and dates are subject to change
If any member knows of other events that might be of interest and could be included, 

please contact the Editor

Date Event Venue Contact
Aug 3 Sun Festival of Classics Helmingham Hall, Suffolk For Entry Form

Dave Rix 01508 493419
10 Sun Mossy's Meander NA7C Road Run Colin Aldridge 01692 536660

colin.aldridge2@btinternet.com
10 Sun Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Norwich Rugby Club
17 Sun East Anglian Austin 7 Trophy 

Event
Rougham Airfield, Bury St
Edmunds - £5 per car

Dave Rix 01508 493419
arlberg@waitrose.com

19 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little Melton - 8pm
24 Sun King’s Lynn Lions Charity Event Park Farm, Snettisham John Groom 01945 474196
25 Mon Aylsham Show Aylsham TBA
31 Sun NA7C Rally Police Gala Day & 

Radio Norfolk Old Car Rally, 
Norfolk Showground

Dave Rix 01508 493419
arlberg@waitrose.com

Sep 6 Sat Old Buckenham Country Fair Old Buckenham, Norfolk TBA
14 Sun Vintage Flying Day Langham Airfield Henry Labouchere 

henrylabouchere@tiscali.co.uk 
16 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little Melton - 8pm
21 Sun Grand Henham Steam Rally TBA TBA

Oct 12 Sun A7CA Meeting Gaydon
21 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little Melton – 8pm

Nov 18 Tues NA7C Meeting Village Inn, Little Melton – 8pm
Dec 16 Tues NA7C Christmas Dinner Village Inn, Little Melton - 

7.30pm


