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—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 
 
Chairman’s Chat 
Since July’s Norfolk Natter, I seem to have been quite busy with things to do with the club.  Our club nights have each 
attracted more than 20 members for their monthly Noggin & Natter about things Austinish.  I am really pleased with the 
lovely atmosphere of camaraderie that is generated during these evenings, but one or two members have said that they think 
that we should have a speaker or some other club related activity happening on a club night.  As I have always said, “If any 
members has any suggestions for a speaker or some such thing, on a club night, then please let me know and I will be only 
too happy to help them arrange it.”  But please bear in mind that the Norfolk Austin Seven Club is a club consisting of all 
of us members, and I can only do so much with the time that I have available and cannot do everything – so if you want 
the club to be really successful I do need some help from some of you in organizing things.  The club is less than two years 
old and already we are up to Membership Number 068, with a total of 125 members and 92 Austin Sevens, so I really 
appreciate your support that you have given, but there must be some of you who could lend a hand, please.  Please bear in 
mind that our AGM is in January and I hope that we can get a couple of members to volunteer to join me on the committee.  
Right, that’s the pleading business over, so now on with other matters! 
 

NA7C Help Directory 
Following on from talking about the numbers in our membership, I was recently talking to one of our newest members, who 
was not that familiar with Austin Sevens, and one of the questions that he asked me was “What should I carry in the car in 
case of a break down?”  My immediate answer was a mobile phone in case you needed to call for advice or summon help.  
Then the question occurred to me “Who could you call?”  After some thought, why can’t we as an Austin Seven Club, have 
a list of contact telephone numbers and addresses of those members who would be willing to give help or advise to other 
members of the club.  So could all of you members who would be willing to have your name and contact details to be 
included in such a listing, please let me know as soon as possible?  It would be of enormous help to all our members, but 
especially to those members who are not very experienced with Austin Sevens – after all surely one of the reasons that we 
join a specialist car club is to be able to learn how to look after the car, and who you can call on when you need help.  I 
know that Charles Levien called on the help of fellow Austin Seven owners when he got into problems with his Paxton 
Special during last year’s Brighton Run, and very pleased he was to be able to do so, especially when he was away from his 
home turf.  So we would also extend the helping hand to other Austin Seven owners who happened to be driving through 
our area.   
 

Club Night Dinner 
We are rapidly approaching Christmas, the time of year when groups of people get together to spend a lot of money on 
festive feasts – whereas the NA7C will once again be having our Club Night Dinner  on the second Tuesday in December, 
at a reasonable cost (even if the price has had to rise slightly from last year, it is still pretty good value).  The details and 
Booking Form for the dinner are at the end of this newsletter.  Last year some forty members enjoyed a jolly good evening, 
so do make a date in your diary for the 12th December.  So those of you intending to join us round the tables for a jolly 
evening of food and fun, please fill in the booking form and return it to me. 
 

The FastFit Tyre Offer 
Thanks should be expressed to Kevin Shortis for his generous and timely offer for the 350 x 19” Avon Tyres at a special 
price, through his FastFit company.  Initially the offer was only open to NA7C members, but it was then opened to members 
of the Essex and Cambridge Austin Seven Clubs.  Only three of our members took advantage of the offer, I only hope that 
other members don’t look back ruefully in six month’s time, if the 50% possible increase in price comes about. 
 

The FBHVC Newsletter 
I realize that the Federation of British Historic Vehicles Newsletter takes up quite a bit of this newsletter, but please believe 
me, I have edited out some of the items that are of little or no relevance to our club or our member’s interests (as far as I 
know them).  It can be pretty dry reading, but I must admit that they do a jolly good a conscientious job looking after our 
interests with the faceless politicians in Westminster and Brussels.  Current items include information about the impending 
ban on cellulose paints, the DVLA Fee Charge and vehicle recycling, quite a number of legal items that I was not aware of, 
which is how I guess these bureaucrats like it! 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
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NA7C Event Reports 
 

Members Rides at the August Club Night  
26 members came along to the Parson Woodford pub, on the evening of the 15th 
August for our club night.  Charles Levien arrived windswept in his Paxton Special, 
and the only other Austin Seven to come along was non-member Stephen Barker 
and his wife in their lovely Austin Seven Fabric Saloon.  David Wall and Nick 
Walmsley arrived in style in David’s Lagonda Tourer, and after they had fuelled up 
on the pub grub, David proceeded to convey three members at a time, up to the 
Fakenham road and back in elegant Lagonda style.  Charles also gave members a 
whiz out in the Paxton, but obviously only one at a time – Matt was checking his 
hair was still there as he arrived back in the car park!  Thank you to David and 
Charles for making their cars available. 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

The Waveney Wander 
Sunday 20th August must have been just about the wettest day ever.  It poured 
down.  Hamish, Susan and I got to the chariot park at the Venta Iceni Roman 
Town, near Caister St Edmunds, just before mid-day, in order to set members 
off on Anne and Hamish’s delightful route, down to the Waveney valley, and 
ending at their home in Lowestoft.  Twenty six people set off over the next 
two hours, in six Austin Sevens and various forms of modern car.  Tony and 
Anne did arrive at the start in their Morgan, but the rain forced a change to 

the Jaguar in which to carry out the drive.  I don’t recall being on so many 
Austin Seven type roads for many a year, and in some places it seemed that 
we were driving through a rather long river ford!!  We all arrived at Winston 
Avenue safely, (albeit if some drivers took longer than the rest of us!), and 
congregated in the garden, taking advantage of the two gazebos – one being 
permanent and wooden and the other being temporary and fabric.  Anne 
surpassed all expectations with the tea that she provided – I think that she 
must have been making the cakes and sandwiches for days – it was all 
delicious.  Finally the sun came out as we began to take our leave.  Thank 
you to all of you who took part in this run and many, many thanks to Anne 
and Hamish for all your hard work in making such a great day for all of us 
who took part, we greatly appreciated it all.  I wonder if we might be lucky 
enough to do it again next year? 

 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

The Kings Lynn Lions Event 
On Sunday 26th August, John Groom, our most westerly member, was 
involved with organising a fund raising event with other members of the 
Kings Lynn Lions Club.  Because of John’s interest and ownership of a 
1931 Austin Seven RL Saloon, John invited members The Norfolk 
Austin Seven Club and the Cambridge Austin Seven & Veteran Car Club 
to bring their cars along to the Norton Hill Light Railway, Snettisham, 
Nr. Kings Lynn.  Unfortunately, on the day, apart from John’s car, there 
were only two other Austin Sevens present, with Norfolk being 
represented by Cherry & Rick Fryer and the Cambridge Austin 7 

belonging to Michelle and Paul Lawrence and family.  Susan and I went along and had a very enjoyable afternoon, feasting 
on the home made cakes and rummaging through the second hand book stalls.  Thank you John for inviting our club along. 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

The Gala Gazebo Gathering 
Rick and I met on the Royal Norfolk Showground on the afternoon of Saturday 2nd September, with the intention of setting 

up the club’s gazebo ready for the Police Gala on the 
Sunday.  Unfortunately that weekend was one that featured 
extremely high winds, and on trying to erect the gazebo we 
decided that it made a better wind-sail or parachute and it 
would more than likely be in Sainsbury’s car park by the 
next morning!!  So we disassembled the framework and 
arranged to meet up on the site early the next morning.  
The Sunday dawned but the sky was still overcast and the 
winds were still blowing a hoollie!  We managed to get the 

Keeping under cover at the start 

A line up of some of the sevens at Anne & 
Hamish’s, with Martin’s Ruby at the front, 

Henry & Jennifer’s Pearl, and Trish & 
David’s Chummy bringing up the rear. 

Our Austin 7s Gather round the Gazebo at the Police Gala 
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gazebo erected and pegged down, despite the high wind, though one of the mugs on the table top did not survive one 
particular gust!!  Fortunately, our neighbours, the Sporting Car Club of Norfolk, had brought along excess long wooden 
stakes, and kindly gave us some - two of which were used to help hold down 
the gazebo on the windward side, being tied in place by an old pair of my 
socks (a necessary part of any Austin Seven owners tool kit!!).  The gazebo 
displayed it’s new logos near the apex.   
Through the early part of the morning, we were joined by the following club 
members in their Austin Sevens:- Obviously Rick and Cherry Fryer  were 
already there in their light blue 1933 RP Saloon, Paul Rumsey and his 1936 
Ruby, Roy and Carol Clarke arrived in an overheating situation, in their 
1938 Big Seven Sixlite, Jim and Sue Hunt in their 1934 RP Saloon, 
Michael Spinks in his 1933 RP Saloon, Martin Roper  in his 1937 Ruby, 
John Groom and his grandson in his 1931 RL Saloon, Peter and Heather 
Metcalf in their 1930 2 Seater Tourer “Special Albert”, and finally Ron and 
Barbara Houghton in their 1934 RP Saloon.   
 

During the day we had enquiries about joining the club from about ten 
people, two of whom joined on the day – so welcome to Jack Richards and 

Neil Smith.  Nick 
Walmsley and David Wall, who were judging the cars that congregated for 
the BBC Radio Norfolk Old Car Rally, which is run adjacent to the Police 
Gala, eventually found us and David gave us the benefit of his experience 
in identifying the origins of Peter and Heather’s “Special Albert”, before 
they had to return to their duties.  I must admit that I think that it is a great 
pity that the two events do not get their acts together with respect to the 
various car clubs that come along on the day.  Why they do not group the 
car club sites around the BBC Radio Norfolk Old Car enclosure makes 
very little sense to me.  Perhaps if they can get things sorted out better we 
may hold our Club Rally at the Police Gala / BBC Radio Norfolk Old Car 
Rally next year – what do you think? 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

Other Austin Seven Events 
Ron Houghton sent me the following report about a recent road run that he took part in with his Austin Seven. 
The 750MC-Norfolk Centre Autumn Amble 
“During the recent 750 Club Autumn Amble, one of the stops on the route laid out by Charles and Judy Levien was at St 
Andrew’s church in the village of Thurning.  There the Harvest Festival service had just finished and I spoke to a member of 
the congregation who seemed interested in Austin Sevens and he told me that he had an A7 rear axle which he had taken off 
a small pony cart some years ago and asked if it was of any interest.  I said that I would mention it to various club members.  
Anyone interested should contact Mr Key, c/o St Andrews Church, Thurning, Norfolk. 
The run that Charles and Judy organized was a very enjoyable event.  Starting with a good lunch at the Ratchatchers Pub, 
near Cawston, the route that they had arrangedfor the afternoon consisted of 14 stops at churches and at other places of 
interest between the pub and their home at Foulsham, with questions to be answered at each.  The weather was sunny and 
warm and the route they had chosen was just right for the old cars, which made for a perfect run for the end of the season. 
When we arrived at Manor House we were wecolmed with cups of tea and slices of cake and were able to admire the 
splendid alterations that Charles and Judy had made to their house and garden.  The prize for the most correct answers to the 
questions we had all struggled with was awarded to Val and Dick Applin.  There were six “Sevens”, Nigel’s Ford “A”, 
Bernard’s Austin 20, Dick’s MGB and Richards A35 taking part.  A great afternoon.” 
 

Thank you for that report Ron.  I would be interested to hear if anybody makes contact with Mr Key about his Austin 7 rear 
axle.  It was nice to hear of so many Austin Sevens taking part, and perhaps we might be able to persuade Charles and Judy 
to organize a similar run sometime next year for the Norfolk Austin Seven Club? Jim B. 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 

The gazebo, displaying it’s new club logo, 
showing the force of the wind by the lean to 
the right, before the use of stakes and socks. 

Special Albert. 
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CAN YOU IDENTIFY THE AUSTIN SEVEN MODEL? 
The following photo appeared in the August edition of the Austin Seven Owners ClubAustin Seven Owners ClubAustin Seven Owners ClubAustin Seven Owners Club  magazine.  Do any of you have any 
ideas as to what model of Austin it is?  Sandy Croal, the A7CA Registrar, who sent it to me, had initially thought that it 
might have been an Arrow of some sort, because of the short windscreen and the shape of the front wings, but I do not think 
so.   
So if any of our club members can identify just what sort of Austin Seven this is please contact me on 01493-750805 or by 
email on jb.na7c@tesco.net. . 

 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

Austin 7 Workshop Manual & other Austin 7 Books. 
Henry Thorne, of Margaret Motors, that well known car book purveyor and Austin Seven enthusiast, tells me that recently 
the publisher of the Austin 7 Workshop Manual was out of stock and he is expecting the new print of the manual to be with 
him from the middle of October.  Henry and Jennifer also have the copies of Bryan Purves’s” major book of reference, “The 
Austin Seven Source Book” available from stock.  If you want to make sure of a copy for your Christmas stocking, or any 
other Austin Seven motoring book for that matter, then give Henry and Jennifer a call on 01263-577366.  Don’t delay your 
order until the New Year as Henry & Jennifer are off for a holiday of a lifetime in January. 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

NEW MEMBERS : 
Since the July 2006 Norfolk Natter, we have four new members.  So we are now up to membership number 067.  The total 
number of Members and Joint Members now totals at 123, with 91 Austin Sevens.  We are pleased to welcome the 
following new members:-  
 

Mem No. 063, Peter Wilson, of West Beckham, Holt, Norfolk, who recently bought his 1932 RN Saloon Austin 7 as the 
result of an advertisement in the EDP.  Peter is a whiz with the electronics and is currently developing his own 6 volt 
flasher indicator system to use on his Austin 7, so we hope to get more information from him when he has perfected it. 
 

Mem No. 064, Peter & Heather Metcalf, of Harleston, Norfolk, have what is described as being a 1930 Austin 7, 2 Seater 
Tourer with has the name of Albert!  However the Tourer made by the Austin Factory in 1930 was the Type AF, which 
was a four seater.  When Peter and Heather joined us with Albert, at the beginning of September for the Gala Gazebo 
Gathering, our resident guru, David Wall suggested that Albert had more than likely start life as a four seater Type AF, but 
had been modified to a two seater at sometime, possibly as the result of a rear-end accident.  Whatever the reason for 
Albert becoming a two seater, I and the other members who met him on the Royal Norfolk Showground thought that he 
was a rather handsome looking car and as far as I am concerned, he is a very Special Albert and most welcome to join our 
club, along with of course Peter and Heather. 
 

Mem No. 065 Jack Richards, of Fakenham, Norfolk, may be a familiar name to a lot of us as being the name on a fleet of 
lorries, which carry goods all over the country.  In addition to his modern-day fleet of lorries, Jack also has a small “fleet” 
of 7 veteran lorries, which he takes round various shows.  Recently Jack was taken with the looks of a 1938 Mk2 Ruby 
Austin 7, and he assures me that it was only after he had bought it that he realized that it’s registration number was JR 6782 
– I am not aware of any of our other members having their own personalized number plate on their Austin Seven!!  Jack 
joined our club at the September Gala Gazebo Gathering and came along to our September meeting, where I discovered 
that he had flown in Stirling bombers from Newmarket Heath during World War 2 – a personal coincidence as far as I am 
concerned as my father had been on the proving flights of Stirling as well as flying them during the war. 
 

Mem No. 066 Neil Smith  Wisbech, Cambs, has a 1936 Ruby Austin 7, which has been in his family for a long time and 
which he has recently done a very nice recent restoration on.  Neil bought the car along to the BBC Radio Norfolk Old Car 
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Rally, which was held in conjunction with the Police Gala at the beginning of September, and joined the NA7C at our 
Gazebo Gathering. 
Mem No. 067 John & Chris Hazell of Caston, Nr. Attleborough, Norfolk, also visited our Gazebo at the Police Gala, and 
expressed an interest in getting an Austin 7 as a replacement for their MGB.  They were introduced to the various 
attractions of the Austin 7 by Martin Roper, who gave them a guided tour of his Ruby.  John and Chris then looked around 
for an Austin 7 that did not need any serious restoration work, and finally settled on a 1934 Ruby Mk1, which they found 
in Hertfordshire. 
 

Mem No. 068 Richard & Valerie Hart, of Swanton Novers, who have just acquired an Austin 7 Special from Dorset.  
Richard admits to being a novice as far as recent Austin 7s are concerned, but learnt to drive in a 1934 Austin 10 Lichfield, 
owned a Ruby and a 1930’s Morris 8 Tourer in the 60’s, but only driven modern cars since 1963.  No problem Richard. 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

THE MISSING –THE FOR SALE – THE WANTED SECTIONS!  
 

THE MISSING  
Mr Chris Chubb, who looks after the Austin Seven Boat Tail 2 Seater Register, is still trying to trace one of his 
“flock” that has gone missing in our part of the country.  He is interested to trace the current whereabouts of the A7 
Boat Tail car, built on chassis number 109080, which was originally registered in May 1930, with registration JG 946.  
When Chris last knew of it in the 1980’s, it belonged to a Malcolm Fryer of Hockham Street, Kings Lynn.  If anyone has 
any information as to the car’s current location, please let me know and I will pass the details on to Chris.   
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

THE ON HOLDS!  
Mr Kevin Shortis  has put the sale of his collection of cars on hold for the present whilst he sorts out a few bits and pieces.  
So don’t despair if you did not take advantage of his offers as yet, they will be back! 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

THE FOR SALES  
 

A UNIQUE OPPURTUNITY has arisen for an enthusiast to acquire this well known red 
Cambridge Special.  It has a hood and an MOT, but regretfully has no power steering, ABS, 
or bidet.  Full details from Mr John Kirby  of Dereham on 01362-692578.  (For those of us 
who are not in the motor trade, John tells me that the term “bidet” apparently refers to “rear 
washer and wiper”!! Ed.) 
 
 
Austin 7 Sport Special.  Based on 1935 Ruby.  Build completed in 2001. Boxed chassis, 
lowered suspension, Vince Leek modified and built engine, Nippy gears.  Green fabric body, 
aero-screens, black Ruby type bonnet with inclined radiator grill, 10 gallon slab petrol tank, 
and tonneau cover.  Great wind-in-the-teeth-fun!!  Excellent build and service file.  £4750.  
Mr Garry Kendall , Thorpe St Andrews, Norwich.  01603-491107 
 
 
 
Mr Hamish Alger  is open to serious offers from anybody wanting to buy his 1929 AUSTIN 7 ULSTER.  This car is a 
genuine Ulster – not a replica – and it has recently been painstakingly restored by Hamish to a very high standard.  It is the 
car that won the “Best in Sports Class” at last year’s Beaulieu Austin Seven Rally and it proved itself on the steep hills in 
this year’s Yorkshire Experience.  Contact Hamish on 01502-574097 
 
Mr David Wall  has a fine choice of THREE  RUBIES in various stages of repair for sale.  Contact David for further 
details at his workshop, Toad Hall, Hoveton, 01603-782353. 
 

Mr Martin Roper  has some Window Winder Mechanism Door Pressings to lift trim material clear of the mechanical 
bits.  Suitable for Austin Seven Box Saloon.  £8.00 the pair., 01603-880695 
 
Mr Dick Applin  is having a clear out of his garage to make room for his next project, a Riley Special for use in hill climbs 
and other sporty type events.  So he has a large amount of Austin Seven Spares for sale.  There are some 100+ parts and 
books, so please contact him on 01263-733656. 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

THE WANTEDS  
Sorry to say nobody seems to be in need of any specific items at present. 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
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Now for the next of our series about members introduction to the wonderful world of Austin Sevens. 
 
My First Seven, by George Crummett 
 

After much pressure from Jim I am putting pen to paper (or fingers to the keyboard? And “What pressure??!!” Ed.) 
 

At school, I always liked the old small radiator Seven.  Then after 
passing my driving Test, a few days after my 17th birthday, I started 
looking for an Austin 7 Chummy.  When working in Norwich I saw a 
1927 Austin Seven Type AD Tourer being used as a sales promotion 
display on the forecourt of Broom Motors, of 33A Cowgate Street, 
alongside an Austin Princess.  I approached the garage asking to buy 
the Austin 7, but initially they were not interested to sell it, but I 
persisted in pestering them and they eventually sold it to me for £30 in 
early 1958.  I later found out that was far too much for it, but such is the 
inexperience of youth.  It was not taxed and so I got a friend to tow me 
home behind his Y Type Ford, which was a bit of a hair raising 
experience as neither car had brakes!!!. 
 

On closer inspection when we had got the car home, my brother and I 
thought that she needed a little up dating.  So we put in a 1934 engine 
and gearbox, fitted 17" wheels, Bowden front brake conversion and a 
new hood.  I used the car for 3 years, covering some 32,000 miles back and forth to work, from home at Hempnall to 
Norwich, and it never let me down, even though I never did any general maintenance work on it – this was done by my 
elder brother John, because he was worried about my safety and to whom I am more than grateful to.  As you may have 
gathered, I did tend to thrash the poor thing somewhat, which is born out by the fact that I won the cup for the “Best Timed 
Entrant” at the 1961 Diss & District Motorcycle Club’s Timed Rally, not bad for a thirty four year old car!  However, I did 
have one near miss.  One winter’s day, I was driving through Newton Flotman, on my way to Norwich, when I hit some 
black ice, spun round, went backwards across the other carriageway, carried on backwards through some railings, into 
someone's front garden, just missing an oncoming eight wheeled milk tanker!!  I quickly slipped the car into gear and got 
off the lawn before the home owner came out of the house!!  After pulling the wings off the tyres I was able to carry on to 
Norwich. 
 

I moved to Dereham soon after this and the car had very little use for the next few years.  Then in1967 it was laid up in my 
concrete garage in Yaxham for the next 36 years.  Brian Welsh, who many of you may remember specialised in restoring 
Austin 7s at Garvston, used to call on me every year or so and try to buy it.  But Gillie persuaded me to keep it, as she had 
the idea that I might want something to “play” with when I retired.  As it turned out, she was right.   
 

On retiring, I thought I must have a go at getting the car back on 
the road again, however when I looked at the car again I found 
that it was in a sorry state, suffering from corrosion and rust.  (So 
if you have a car to store, my advice is not to put it in a concrete 
garage, especially without first cleaning off the accumulation of 
road salt on the underside!)  However, after Bob Thrower had 
ground in the valves for me, the engine fired up and away she 
went.  The first outing was to Ron Houghton’s Spring Spree in 
2003.  After much debating I decided to restore the car back to its 
original condition.  Much work needed to be carried out.  A 
friend repaired the body to a very high standard and painted her 
in the original colour scheme of Green/Black.  I was lucky to get 
hold of two new Austin front wings in primer paint, which had 
never been on a car before from Brian Gooderson, who had 
store

d 
them in the loft of his garage, having bought them from an 
Austin Agent which was closing down many years ago.  Brian 
had already restored a 1926 Austin 7 AD tourer back to 
concourse condition, which you can see for yourselves as it is 
now owned by NA7C member Tricia Rix.  The original engine 
and gearbox were restored and re-installed.  I am rather pleased 
with the seats, which I made from scratch to the exact Austin 
pattern.  (Since then I have made four more sets of Austin 
Seven seats for other enthusiasts and I still have enough 
materials left over to make two more chummy front seats, if 
anyone is interested.)  My cousin Graham Crummett and I 
made the hood and the rest of the upholstery. 
 

In late 2004 she was back on the road again, as you see her 

The Austin 7 as it was when it first arrived home.  
An interesting elbow notch in the top of the door.  

The other Austin 7 was one of brother John’s. 

The first time out, after the long lay-up,  
at Ron & Barbara’s Spring Spree in 2003. 

After the restoration, in 2004. 
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today in the.  The car was awarded the Brian Welch Trophy by the 750MC- Norfolk Centre for the best Austin Seven 
Restoration of 2004, and also won another trophy at this year’s 750MC-NC Austin Allsorts Rally.  I also took it to 
Rougham this year, accompanied by my dog Harry, for the East Anglian Trophy Rally, returning home with a 8’3” long by 
10.1/2” wide by 2” thick plank of ash (which had been sawn up by a traction engine powered circular saw at the rally) tied 
into the passenger seat and sticking out of the open top.  Charles Levien, who was following me in his Austin Seven Paxton 
Special, clocked me at 52 mph, not bad for a seventy nine year old – the car that is, not me!!! 
 

Well thank you very much George for your very interesting reminiscences about your lovely looking Chummy.  I had not 
realized that you had owned the car for so long.  Thank you once again, and I really don’t think that I exerted too much 
"pressure”!  Ed. 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

Restoration Repairs and Modification Reports 
 

The Aimee Account 
I have had a number of members enquiring how I am getting on with the restoration of my 1933 Austin Seven Arrow 
Sports Foursome.  Well the short answer is “Not as well as I had hoped!”  There just seem to be so many other distractions, 
such as the NA7C and work, to name two, but it is also somewhat frustrating not to have as much energy as I used to have 
– something to do with age I’m told. 
 

Since my last report, back in April, I have removed all the body panels that could be unbolted from the main body tub, 
prior to stripping off the paint.  On seeking advice to best way to get the paint off the aluminium tub, David Wall suggested 
paint stripper and pressure washer, but not being able to face the mess that would entail, I trailered it over to Toad Hall for 
David’s young fitter to get messed up, doing the job and collected it later.   
 

The other panels, which are steel, I decided to get bead blasted if I could find a sympathetic operator – there are quite a 
number of businesses out there who are happy to blast hell out of your precious panels and you end up with a load of 
distorted metal.  Eventually I located Buckenham Blast Cleaning, at Unit4a, Site 3 Ellough Airfield, near Beccles, who, 
after I had stressed what sort of a job I wanted, did a very good and sympathetic job, and gave the panels a coat of anti-rust 
undercoat as well.  One panel that was too thin they would only dip in paint stripper, rather than damage it with the blast 
nozzle.  The business is owned by a Mr John Buckenham and the price was very reasonable.   
Unfortunately I had overlooked removing the bulkhead panel until I had the other panels sorted.  So when I removed it, 
rather than travel over to Beccles, I thought that I would take it to a shot blaster in Gt. Yarmouth – the panel was thicker 
and therefore sturdier than the other panels, so I reasoned it would be OK.  I was wrong in this assumption, as after being 
blasted not so sympathetically as the other panels, it is distorted and will have to be refettled somehow.  So take my advice 
and be careful who you take your car restoration bits to. 
 

As the front axle is off at the 
present, I have rigged up “towbar” 
with jockey wheel so that I can 
move the body/chassis assembly 
around the garage.   
 

Because the hinges on the passenger 
door were shot, I have replaced the 
hinges on both doors with new ones 
from Paul Beck.  This was quite a 
performance because the new 
hinges were so stiff, I had to “ease” 
then off, as I feared that merely 
trying to open the doors with the 
new hinges would bend the actual 
doors!  A part of the door frame 
around one of the hinge bolts had 
broken out and it needed replacing.  
Now I freely admit that I am not a 
cabinet maker, but I have restored 
an old wooden Enterprise dinghy.  
So I called on the craft that I had 
learnt during that project and used 
resin to carry out the repair to the 
woodwork.  The resulting repair is stronger than it would have been if I had tried to do it with wood, was quicker and will 
not bee noticed when the car has been repainted and the trim replaced.  Similarly, the underside of the spare wheel 
mounting is shaped from wood, which had suffered rot damage over the last 70 odd years, and so I also used resin to effect 
a repair.   
 

One of the other jobs that needed doing, because the owner before Simon had re-chromed the various bits without first of 
all making sure that they had been repaired.  So the radiator cowl was found to be cracked in various places, the 
windscreen pillar had chrome pealing off because of loose joints on the hinge and so on.  However, since I restored the 
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Nippy, some twenty years ago, because of Health & Safety Legislation etc, imposed by the EU and our government, the 
number of chrome platers in the UK has decreased to nearly single figures!  I understand that chroming is likely to be 
prohibited altogether because of concerns about heavy metals, by our leaders!!  I was initially told that the nearest chromer 
plater was in Bedfordshire, but then Dave Orange volunteered his services to get the work done by the company that he 
used in Cambridge, but they took one look at the job and demurred.  Then John Clark told me that he had got the chroming 
done for his Big Seven restoration by a friend of his in the Rolls Royce Club.  So I approached Harry Sutherland, who has 
a transport and wedding car business in Newton St Faiths, and he has a truck that goes up to Leicester every Thursday, and 
it calls in on the chromer in Peterborough to drop off or collect chroming items on the way.  So I took my bits that required 
de-chroming to Harry and picked them up the following week.  So far I have repaired most of the items that I can manage 
(calling on Martin to remanufacture one part of the windscreen pillar that was in horrendous condition and not worth 
redoing), but the special Arrow wheel spinners are well out of my capabilities, so I will be taking them to Mike Burgess, 
who is a coppersmith from Norwich, who is highly recommended by Harry. 
 

The other job that I have had done is getting the wheels re-fettled.  On checking them for trueness and condition of spokes 
and rims, I found another load of expensive problems, in that only one wheel could get away with being blasted and 
painted only, two needed to be re-spoked, and three required to be re-rimed, and re-spoked as well as being blasted and 
painted.  OK, I know that my car only has five wheels on it at any one time, but because the wheels will be grey in colour, 
then it was thought better to get six done now, rather than try to match up the paint again in the event of one being 
damaged sometime in the future.  Because Hamish has had such good results with his wheels, from the efforts of Dave 
Orange in the past, I took my wheels to Dave to sort out and expect them back later this month when Dave returns from 
holiday.  Then I will fit the new tyres that I am getting from Kevin’s Special Tyre Offer.   
Apart from replacing one of the bolts on the spare wheel carrier, that is about all that I have managed to do of late, which is 
rather pathetic!  But compared with the cost of restoring my Nippy, twenty years ago, the cost of old car restoration has 
increased in a quite frightening manner.   
Jim Blacklock 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

Mag to Coil Conversion.  
The following item is from Dave Rix about the Austin 7 Chummy that used to belong to Brian Gooderson, and was refered 
to by George in his article about his First Seven. 
 

The purchase of our 1926 Chummy MK 8945 came with the proviso that something would need to be done to restore 
practically non existent compressions and a guarantee it would breakdown on a fairly regular basis.  Investigation found the 
valve seats to be badly pitted and corroded so new valve seats, valves, guides and springs were fitted and the engine 
reassembled.  However with compressions restored the anticipated surge in power never happened! - the car had no “go” at 
all and after a few miles would pop and splutter and come to a stop, when a rest of about a half an hour would enable another 
4 to 5 miles to be covered.  At this stage, the carburettor having been stripped and cleaned, the re-conditioned magneto was 
suspected as the cause of most or all of our woes.  

 

 
 

It was at Jim B`s suggestion that I speak to David Orange from the Essex Austin Seven Club, who I had met at Rougham and 
after a good talk through of the symptoms, he proposed, that for peace of mind on the road, a distributor/coil conversion may 
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be the answer, as a return to originality could be quickly effected by re-fitting the magneto (albeit in better condition than 
when removed). 
This course was decided upon and a magneto coil conversion was obtained from William Mckenzie in Dorset at a cost of 
£285:00 plus £15.00 delivery, along with a useful parts catalogue.  The fitting was straightforward and as the distributor has 
mechanical advance/retard the wheel lever becomes redundant.  When fired up in the garage the improvement was 
immediately apparent, whilst on the road the performance has been completely transformed with matchstick breaking 
acceleration - but now of course we have to stop it! 
Dave Rix. 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

Ron’s Rear Axle Tool 
Ron Houghton has come up with handy tool for use 
when you need to be able to “lock” the wheel hub 
while tightening the nut on one of the rear half 
shafts.  It is easy to make, provided of course that 
you have a scrap brake drum available, and as you 
will see from the adjacent photo, and how you use it 
is self explanatory.  So thank you very much for that 
idea Ron.  Does any other member have ideas of 
how make servicing the Austin Seven easier or have 
made up special gadgets for doing so – if so please 
let me have the details for future NA7TERS. 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 
For the following item we are once again indebted to Malcolm Watts and the Cornish Austin Seven Club.  I trust that 
some of us will find it of use. 
 
Repairing / Servicing a Rist Horn, by Malcolm Watts of the Cornwall Austin Seven Club 
 

At a recent Auto-jumble I was lucky to find a Rist horn complete and in working order but rather rusty and dented, needing 
refurbishment.  Tests proved that the horn worked well but in order to return it to its original condition I decided to strip it 
completely and to repaint it.  What I learnt during this exercise may be of interest to other Austin 7 owners. 
 

On stripping the horn I found that it consisted of five main constituent parts, the Trumpet (1), the electromagnetic 
mechanism on mounting plate 
(2), a spring steel diaphragm 
(3) and the end cover (4) and 
mounting bracket. 
 
When stripping I found I had 
to be careful with the fibre 
insulating washers on the horn 
mounting bracket and the 
terminal mounting assembly 
and in fact in the end I resorted 
to making new ones. The 
whole horn is held together 
with through 4BA screw and 
nut system to clamp the 
trumpet body, diaphragm and 
electromagnetic assembly 
together.  
The electromechanical 
assembly was checked out 
visually and the contact points 
carefully cleaned with 320 
wet/dry paper. 
The other metal components 
were paint stripped, rotary wire 

brushed and treated with Jenolite. All dents in the trumpet and end cover were easily tapped out and then, owing to the 
heavily corrosion pitted surface, spray painted with high build primer prior to satin finish black. 
During assembly it was important to remake three gaskets which sandwich between the horn body, diaphragm and 
electromagnetic mechanism mounting plate ( see diagram ) These were made from 0.030” thick paper gasket and this 
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dimension is important to maintain the correct distance between the actuating pin of the magnetic mechanism against the 
spring steel diaphragm which gives the Rist its characteristic sound. 
Owing to the corroded nature of the original screw fixings I replaced then with new 4BA nuts and screws supplied by 
Surplus Supplies [see parts source]. It was remarkable that they could supply exact replacements down to screw head 
profile and the square dished self locking nuts. 
 
It is important to ensure that the 6v supply terminals are well insulated from contact with the horn assembly and that the 4 
horn mounting bracket screws are insulated from the horn with fibre washers and rubber sleeving Test for continuity with a 

test meter before finally linking up to 6v supply. 
Operation of the horn may initially give a muted sound due to the actuating pin being out of adjustment with the diaphragm 
owing to dimensional deviation of the assembly or compression of the gaskets etc. There is a locknut and adjustment screw 
on the top of the magnetic actuating mechanism. [See Photo above] This will need only slight adjustment to give the 
plunger suitable clearance to vibrate against the diaphragm. Experimentation will achieve the best setting for optimum 
sound. 
The final detail is to fit a new Rist badge to the horn trumpet and the whole assembly looks and sounds as it did 75 years 
ago when first delivered to Longbridge. 
 
Parts Source 

6 off 4BA Screws 3/4” long 
3 off 4BA Screws 3/8” long 
9 off 4BA square self locking nuts 
 

Surplus Supplies 
Rosengarth, Mill Lane, Caunton, Nr Newark 
Notts NG23 6AJ,  UK 
01636 636735 

3x paper gaskets 0.030” thick Normal Gasket material 

Hi-build primer 
Black satin paint finish 
Jenolite Rust Converter 

Motor accessory shop 

Rist reproduction badge 
Red Fibre strip for terminal insulation  Seven Workshop 01225 868696 

 

  Copyright © 2006 Cornwall Austin Seven Club & Malcolm Watts 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
 

FBHVC NEWSLETTER No 4, 2006 
President:  Lord Montagu of Beaulieu 
Chairman: Andrew Burt  
Editor:    Rosy Pugh 
Secretary: Jim Whyman 
All correspondence to the secretary at the registered office 

Registered office: Kernshill, Shute Street 
Stogumber, Taunton TA4 3TU 
Tel: 01984 656995  Fax: 01984 656762 
e-mail:  admin@fbhvc.co.uk 
Please include ‘FBHVC’ in the subject line of any e-mails. 

 

About FBHVC 
The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs exists to uphold the freedom to use old vehicles on the road.  
It does this by representing the interests of owners of such vehicles to politicians, government officials, and legislators both in UK and (through 
membership of Fédération Internationale des Véhicules Anciens) in Europe. 
FBHVC is a company limited by guarantee, registered number 3842316, and was founded in 1988. 
There are over 400 subscriber organisations representing a total membership of some 250,000 in addition to individual and trade supporters.  Details can 
be found at www.fbhvc.co.uk or on application to the secretary.   
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Editorial 
Welcome to the new format newsletter. The change was prompted Royal Mail’s new ‘Pricing in Proportion’ system that increases 
charges for lightweight C4 envelopes.  With the help of Lavenham Press, we have taken the opportunity to improve the layout and make 
it easier to locate items of interest.  We trust it will be easy to read, and even easier for club editors to locate the news they want to 
reproduce – red bars indicate items we see as important for club officials to know about.  
 

News, particularly about legislation is not always accurately reported in the press but you can be sure of getting the truth in these pages! 
For more details of our work, please do also check our website, www.fbhvc.co.uk. 
 

We welcome feedback, pictures, and news. We would also like to meet you and answer any questions you may have - see inside for 
details of where the FBHVC will be in the next few months. Most importantly come along and have your say at the AGM in October, 
read on for details. 

---\/--- 
UK LEGISLATION David Hurley 
Low Emission Zone for London 
The FBHVC submission (report last issue) on exemptions for heritage vehicles was appreciated by the implementation team. Their next 
step is to submit a workable plan to the Mayor, followed by another report to the elected members of the Greater London Authority. We 
will be monitoring future progress to ensure that our suggested exemptions are incorporated in the final documents.  
 
MoT Inspection Manual – Consultation on Amendments 
The proposed amendments relate the inspection of number plates as part of the MoT test and are designed to eliminate plates with 
incorrect fonts and layouts that do not conform to legislation.  
 

FBHVC’s response highlighted the need to refer to vehicles first used before 1973, rather than registered before 1973, when deciding 
whether or not a vehicle may display white/silver on black plates.  
 

Because the document referred throughout to ‘plates’ the FBHVC reminded VOSA that some pre-1973 vehicles have back-illuminated 
painted glass panels displaying registration numbers, and some old buses even have the registration mark painted on the back window, 
illuminated by the interior lights.  The aim is to avoid owners having problems with examiners because of apparent non-compliance with 
‘the computer’. 
 
 
Continuous Insurance from the Record 
A consultation early in 2005 proposed to make it an offence to be the keeper of an uninsured motor vehicle.  The consultation made it 
clear that there would be exemptions for vehicles off road under SORN, and, responding to the consultation, FBHVC stressed the need 
also to exempt vehicles that had been off the road since before the introduction of SORN.  Assurances were received that this would be 
the case. 
 

The proposal included an automated system for identifying offenders.  In essence the DVLA would run a program against their own 
database and that of the Motor Insurance Bureau (MIB) and automatic penalty notices would then be issued for any taxed vehicle that 
was found not to be insured - (presumably) the system could also work in reverse. 
 

The legislation to make this process possible has been incorporated into the Road Safety Bill.  At the committee stage, the Minister of 
State for Transport, Dr Stephen Ladyman, confirmed that regulations (which will be by Statutory Instrument after enactment of the Bill), 
will include exemptions for SORN vehicles.  Dr Ladyman gave his personal assurances on this point, and logic dictates that this 
exemption must extend to pre-SORN vehicles as well.  
 

At the end of June, the Insurance Times printed an article with a bold headline ‘MIB Victory for All-vehicle Cover’ stating that: What 
the new law will mean is that if you have a registered vehicle then it has to be insured.  When the journalist was challenged by the 
FBHVC he accepted that he knew about exemptions but felt that since they only applied to a minority felt that they weren’t worth 
mentioning.  
 

Unfortunately, this has been taken up elsewhere in the press: please do not worry. FBHVC is satisfied that SORN and pre-SORN 
vehicles will be exempt from the continuous insurance requirements. 
 
DVLA Fee Consultation 
We are grateful for the dozens of readers who made contact on this subject after the last newsletter was published: there was total 
unanimity objecting to the principle of any additional charge to cover DVLA operations.  
 

The consultation, however, explained that the present funding arrangements were unstable and that legislation limited potential solutions.  
Three options for future funding were offered, as shown in the next column. 
1. A large increase from £38 to £68 in the cost of a first driving licence, but all other fees unchanged;  
 

2. A smaller increase in the cost of a first licence from £38 to £45 coupled with an increase in cost for the first registration of a vehicle 
from £38 to £45, but with all other fees remaining as at present; and  
 

3. A reduction in both first licence and registration charges from £38 to £29 but with an annual registration charge of £3 to be levied 
either on a Vehicle Excise Duty transaction or added to the cost of an MoT. 
 

Our response repeated our strong objection to extracting further fees from motorists to run DVLA.  We recognise that DVLA has an 
important role in tax gathering and law enforcement and that it should be adequately funded, but since those roles are both government 
functions, we believe that any shortfall in the cost of maintaining the vehicle register should be met from the tax it exists to collect, not 
from the imposition of further charges.  
 

We went on to state that option 2 was the least objectionable of the three options. As far as the third option was concerned, we also stated 
clearly that there is no reason why those benefiting from a nil-rate VED concession should be treated any differently from anyone else as 
far as any administration charge was concerned.  
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Motor Event Regulations 
Following a request for feedback from clubs on government proposals to simplify the regulations for motor events (regulations in this 
context means national law, not the ‘regs’ for events), two clubs commented that a change in fee structure at the Motor Sports 
Association has already seen a substantial increase this year in the fees payable for low-key events that require both route authorisation 
and MSA permit.  They went on to say that allowing the Secretary of State for Transport to have the flexibility to change the schedule of 
fees in relation to event authorisation could see further cost increases. 
 

FBHVC’s response was generally supportive of the proposal to consolidate existing regulations at the same time making them more 
flexible in respect of matters that change with time but highlighted the need for any fee increase that was out of step with inflation to be 
justified. 
 
Seat Belts – requirements for children 
The new regulations due to come into force in September had not been published at the time of preparing this newsletter, but there is no 
reason to imagine that they will differ from the table published in the last issue.  Following publication of that table, FBHVC had several 
calls from people who were (apparently) unaware that it is currently an offence to carry a child under 12 and under 1.5 metres (5 ft) tall 
in the front of any vehicle without seat belts, and that children under three may not be carried in the front of any vehicle unless in an 
appropriate child restraint.  
 

The new regulations will tighten the position for carrying those under three but reduces the height threshold at which an adult belt is 
deemed sufficient for those under 12 from 1.5m to 1.35m (4ft 5in).  Children who have attained this height will be permitted to use adult 
belts or to travel unrestrained, front or rear, if no belt is available. 
 

EU LEGISLATION  (Extracted from FIVA’s regular update provided by its lobbying service, EPPA) 
 

FIVA Legislation Commission meeting 
FIVA’s Legislation Commission met in Luxembourg in May and topics considered included the FIVA Drivers Code which is FIVA’s 
commitment to the European Union’s Road Safety Charter; the finalisation of the institutional decisions on the Drivers Licence 
Directive; FIVA’s response to the Commission consultation on a proposal for retrofitting of blind-spot mirrors to trucks; environmental 
issues, and in particular national road bans; progress on the European wide statistical research project and further consideration of a 
definition of historic vehicles.  
 
 
 

EP Committee vote on the Thematic Strategy on Air pollution postponed  
The European Parliament’s Environment Committee postponed its vote on the report on the Commission’s Thematic Strategy on Air 
Pollution in order to attempt to reach a first reading agreement with the European Council – thereby avoiding future procedural delays.  
The report invites Member States to take the necessary measures to phase out older polluting vehicles or – where appropriate – provide 
incentives for retrofitting filters etc. and calls for measures to minimise the use of cars in inner cities; is convinced that environmental 
zoning that discourages the more polluting cars from entering inner cities provides a strong incentive to modernise the car fleet; stresses 
that local governments can provide a strong incentive for innovation by purchasing clean cars (EEV, Euro 6 and VI) for the public and 
semi-public car fleet. 
 

FIVA will use the additional time to discuss the environmental zoning ideas and the suggestions that older vehicles be phased out with 
the Rapporteur and members of the Committee to stress the implications of such actions on the historic vehicle movement. 
 

The aim is to stress that there is no contradiction in supporting the general principle of phasing out ‘older polluting vehicles’, whilst 
wanting to protect the use and preservation of historic vehicles by making a clear distinction between preserved historic vehicles and 
those that are just being used beyond normal replacement age. 
 
Vehicle recycling 
A study undertaken on behalf of the European Commission has concluded that the targets to reuse or recycle 85% and recover 95% of 
vehicle waste by 2015 should be maintained in a forthcoming review of the ‘end-of-life vehicles’ directive.  The study claims that the 
target of 95% reuse, recycling or recovery should be retained because of the environmental benefits which would be gained at little cost.  
It also supported maintaining a subsidiary target to reuse or recycle 85% of cars and even felt it could be raised to 95%, although it 
offered the caveat that doing so might hamper the development of alternative recovery methods.  
 

These views contrasted with those expressed by a stakeholder group last year that recommended delaying the targets by five years or 
even removing them completely. The review of the targets, which allows for the possibility of legislation to amend them, will be 
announced later this year. 
 
EC Public consultation on CO2 
The European commission has launched a public consultation on how the EU should further reduce car CO2 emissions and improve fuel 
efficiency as part of its overall programme on climate change. The consultation is aimed at the general public.  While the consultation is 
aimed at gaining information about modern cars and car-buying choices, FIVA members may choose to participate and can do so by 
accessing the consultation on the internet at:    http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=CO2andcars 
 

Given that one of FIVA’s major current concerns is the potential for the use of older vehicles to be restricted by regulation as a means to 
help improve air quality, if FIVA members respond to the consultation they may want to make reference to their ownership, good 
maintenance and occasional use for pleasure of their historic vehicles in order to help the European Commission appreciate the low 
annual use and high standards of maintenance of FIVA’s members’ historic vehicles.  Any such information provided would 
complement FIVA’s research on the economic, cultural and environmental impact of historic vehicles which will be presented to EU 
decision makers in October of this year.  Responses about using classic cars as daily transport are, however, unlikely to help. 
 
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL RESEARCH PROJECT  Geoff Smith, Vice President 
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The project, which started last year, is principally to obtain factual data to promote the historic vehicle movement and assist in 
discussions with politicians and legislators in the protection and defence of the historic vehicle movement.  The project is being 
orchestrated by a small UK based management and research team.  
 

FIVA’s President has stated that this is the most significant and important exercise ever carried out by FIVA, and follows a UK survey 
undertaken by FBHVC nearly ten years ago. 
 

The project was developed to obtain data by means of questionnaires completed by clubs, club members and the trade.  There are 11 
countries participating in this project – Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, 
Sweden and UK.  Each country has a project manager looking after national interests.  Whilst the sample of 11 countries is only half of 
the 22 European FIVA members, it represents 85% of the individual membership in Europe.  
 

The members and trade questionnaires have been completed by all counties and are in the process of computer scanning and analysis.  
Most club questionnaires are also in and as soon as all are returned, these will be analysed and integrated by the research team. 
 

The returns of member questionnaires have been as expected but trade returns outside UK were a little disappointing.  This possibly 
reflects the limited involvement of traders with other national federations and consequently their limited understanding of the importance 
of the exercise.  Where club questionnaires have been returned, the volume has been encouraging, although surprisingly only half 
FBHVC member clubs sent in returns.  
 

The national results, when all have been returned and analysed, will be combined and extrapolated to meet FIVA’s objective of a 
European report.  The findings will indicate the economic value of the movement, employment levels, number of vehicles and average 
annual mileages, plus a number of key social and cultural activities. 
 

It is planned to announce the full research results in Brussels early in October, with UK results being announced to politicians in 
Westminster on 11 October and to members at the AGM three days later. 
 
DVLA Sandy Hamilton 
Clampdown on the untaxed 
In June, DVLA announced a further initiative to rid the streets of untaxed vehicles.  In partnership with National Car Parks, and using 
Automated Number Plate Recognition equipment, mobile units will clamp and then remove from the road vehicles identified as untaxed, 
with consequent high charges (including back VED) for subsequent release.  Unclaimed vehicles may be crushed after 7 days. 
 

Few, if any, historic vehicle owners are likely to put themselves in such a position, but the big concern is that the systems on which NCP 
will rely are fallible, and DVLA records are not always as accurate as they might be.  FBHVC is seeking assurances that adequate 
safeguards are in place, but vehicle owners can help by making sure their records are correct.  
 
Consultations 
Our response to the consultation on revisions to the proposed fee charges has been submitted and is reported fully elsewhere.  
 

A new consultation on the Cherished Transfer process has been released and can be viewed at www.dvla.gov.uk/consultation  
 

The intent is to review some administration processes perceived as unduly bureaucratic, in particular, a smoothing of the time taken 
when registering a new vehicle with either a transferred or retained registration mark. Other services that previously were only possible 
by postal application via Swansea could be transacted over the counter at a local DVLA office.  
 

At the same time the Agency is suggesting that some processes could be transacted on-line with benefits in both time and cost. To enable 
us to provide a fully informed response it would be useful to hear of subscribers relevant experiences, both positive and negative. 
 
VED/SORN Renewals 
V11 Licence/SORN applications are now being sent out in a new white envelope with a banner headline ‘Renew your tax disc online’ 
and including an explanatory letter (V970).  The form is also amended and that large empty yellow space at the top right (formerly 
marked for official use only) is now filled with information on how to undertake the procedure, without the need to produce any other 
documents.  Thus far it seems to be restricted to those renewals where the vehicle has a computer issued MoT so it will be some time 
before this option is fully available to all. 
 
CAR THEFTS 
There have been suggestions that the theft of classic cars may be on the increase, with a strong hint that the thieves may be targeting the 
more powerful rear drive saloons, stripping the cars of their identity and selling them either complete or in parts into the banger racing 
fraternity.  August’s issue of Practical Classics details one such case. 
 

Unfortunately, it seems the police and the vehicle crime department at DVLA make no distinction between classic vehicles and others, 
so there are no statistics to show whether or not there is a pattern.  Neither organisation is likely to keep separate statistics unless a 
pattern can be shown. Catch 22. 
 

We think it important to find out, so have set up a page on our website for recording information about thefts of classic vehicles.  Editors 
of club magazines are requested to invite any of their members who have had cars stolen in the last year to visit www.fbhvc.co.uk and 
follow the links to stolen cars. Any information collected will be treated confidentially.  
 

 
WANT TO HELP? 
Clubs often comment that it is getting ever more difficult to find volunteers.  Serious problems can occur when none of those who have 
been elected to the committee is willing (or able) to take on an essential task, leaving the club with the unenviable task of explaining to 
the members that there will be no magazine because no-one is willing to produce it, or there will be no show because no-one has the time 
to organise it. 
 

FBHVC is not immune to such problems, although we make every effort to avoid them by forward planning. Just at the moment, we are 
looking ahead a couple of years to when those who represent us at international level are likely to want to stand down.  
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Our relationship with FIVA is essential to the well being of the British historic vehicle movement because it is through FIVA that we 
keep an eye on legislative output from Brussels.  We are looking for people to join our FIVA team now to find out what it is all about 
with a view to standing for election to office in due course. 
 

If you have a second European language (preferably French), a good understanding of the historic vehicle movement in UK, are 
computer literate and would be happy to undertake some travel within Europe, then ask not what FBHVC can do for you; ask what you 
can do for FBHVC - as John F Kennedy might have said.  Contact the secretary.   

 
MEMBER ORGANISATIONS 
We welcome the following organisations from the Norfolk / Suffolk area: 

• Lowestoft Classic Vehicle Club 
• Norwich Classic Vehicle Club 

 
Public Liability Insurance  
Enquiries about the Public Liability Insurance scheme that FBHVC has arranged with Willis Ltd should be made by telephone to Phillip 
Hayes at Willis’ Bolton Office 01204 556225. 
 
CAR CLUB EXPO 2006 
The second Club Expo will be at the Heritage Motor Centre at Gaydon on 25 November. This is an opportunity for club representatives 
to see products and services available for clubs and FBHVC will be there, probably making a presentation.  The first two tickets for club 
representatives are free, subsequent tickets are £15.50.  If your club hasn’t received a ticket booking form, do ring the special events 
department on 01926 645120 to request one. 
 
DRIVE IT DAY 
DID you Drive It this year? Next year’s Drive It Day will be on Sunday, 22 April.  The feedback after this year’s event was just about 
unanimous that DID should be on the Sunday nearest 23 April.  
 
FBHVC WEBSITE 
We are working with the International Historic Vehicle Register to make finding appropriate clubs easier by using a wider range of 
criteria than just the name, which is not always a proper indicator of interest.  
 

All subscriber club main contacts should have received a letter during the second half of July explaining what is planned and asking for 
the details needed to make the scheme work. If you feel you should have had a letter, but have not done so, please e-mail the secretary. 
 
 
SHOWS AND EXHIBITIONS 
We will be at Club Expo 2006 at Gaydon on 25 November (see above). Committee members will be in attendance and happy to answer 
questions and chat.  
 

We will not be taking a stand at the International Classic Motor Show at the National Exhibition Centre at the end of October, but hope 
to make a presentation on the results of the survey of the European historic vehicle movement.  This is the first European survey, and its 
importance to the historic vehicle movement cannot be exaggerated. More details in the October issue. 
 
EVENT NEWS  Colin Francis 
The new French legislation on the framework of rules for the organisation of all types of motor event is causing some concern.  It is 
expected that regulations will follow that will set out the requirements more precisely, but on a first reading, it seems that smaller, low 
key, events will be able to take place on the basis of a ‘declaration’ while those that involve time checks, or are for a larger number of 
vehicles, will require proper authorisation.  
 

We will be seeking advice from our colleagues in the Fédération Française des Véhicules d’Epoque about how these might affect UK 
organisers of events in France.  
 

I am pleased to say we have a number of B or National events on the FIVA calendar.  A recent addition is the Ulster Automobile Club’s 
Circuit if Ireland Retrospective which will run on 6-8 October this year. Regulations will be out shortly – request information by e-mail 
from retro@ulsterautomobileclub.co.uk 
 

The Ulster event started in 1986 and I have just returned from the Pedras d’el Rei, a superb event in Portugal.  So what?  Nothing really 
except this event attracted 120 cars and has been run continuously by the same team since 1982!  It was celebrating its 25th year in fine 
style and is truly international.  It gets many entries from Spain and France and even had a Hotchkiss from Belgium.  I met crews who 
competed on that first event in 1982 and have been back on it many times since.  The event runs from Lisbon to the Algarve and over ten 
transporters return the cars to Lisbon airport overnight while the crews enjoyed the prize giving, stayed on the Algarve and were flown 
back from Faro the following day.  That is five days including hotels and food, car transportation and the flight for €1000.  The 
competition was superb and suitable for cars of all ages as one mostly sets one’s own speed.  
 
CLUB NEWS David Davies 
The Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club achieved a first for their club in May this year when eight members rode 910 miles on pre-1931 
motorcycles from John o’Groats to Land’s End over six days. The event has so far raised £600 plus for the charity Against Breast 
Cancer. The policy of this club is to arrange events for pre-1931 machines of any make and on this event were four Sunbeams, two 
Triumphs (one dating from 1919), a Francis Barnett two-stroke and a Velocette.  
 

Vehicles and royalty occur twice in recent months in club magazines, in radically different contexts.  There is an excellent photograph in 
the Lagonda Club magazine of a DB 2.6, registration number OXR 1, owned by Prince Philip.  Where is it now?  The second instance 
is featured in the magazine of the Series 2 Land Rover Club where there is a brief account of a SWB Series 2 Land Rover, registration 
number 6525 NA, that was specially prepared for a visit of HM the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh to Midlothian on 29 June 1961.  
Does anyone know the whereabouts or the fate of this one? 
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Staying with Land Rovers, the Standard Car Club Review gives us a tantalising glimpse of what might have been.  Sir John Black, 
inspired by the example of the WW2 Willys Jeep and the developments at Rover, commissioned a design study ‘The FGPV – Farmers’ 
General Purpose Vehicle’.  There was, apparently, a significant input from Harry Ferguson and a prototype, the ‘Landguard’ was built.  
So, what happened to it? 
 

The TR Register tells us of an elegant mode of travel to this year’s Le Mans.  A DC3 was chartered to convey 30 enthusiasts from 
Coventry in ‘sybaritic luxury’ (in a DC3?) to an airfield adjacent to the circuit. 
 

The magazine of the Austin 10 Drivers’ Club gives us the low-down on the origins of many of the components, accessories and 
consumables we need to keep our vehicles on the road. The ‘global warming’ generated through transporting these items from far-flung 
climes must greatly outweigh any emissions from the vehicles themselves. 
 

North East Club for Pre-War Austins gives us a concise yet erudite article on sparking plugs which other clubs would find most 
useful.  Whilst on hints and tips, the Riley Register comments on the difficulty in locating ‘old-fashioned’ slotted head woodscrews.  
The writer recommends Ryders of Bury, who, in spite of their ability to provide old-fashioned fixings, have a website: 
www.screwsline.co.uk  
 

An early idea for a Christmas present - how about a book, ‘Sidetracked’ by Robert Maidment ISBN 0-95550151-0-3 which is highly 
recommended by the Colne Valley Classic and Vintage Club. 
 

And finally, the MG Enthusiast for July 2006 contains a potted history of the MG Metro 6R4. Surely there is enough material for a 
book to be written about this remarkable swansong of Austin-Rover’s Motorsport Division (or has it been done already?)  

 
—————— \NA7C/ —————— 

 

FBHVC NEWSLETTER No 5, 2006 
  

Editorial 
 

Thank you for all the kind and positive comments about the last newsletter and the new format. It was the new postal regime that 
prompted the changes and there have been some positive stories from clubs about the new scale of charges too, for example, the Jaguar 
Enthusiasts Club has reported a 24 percent reduction on the cost of sending out their club magazine! 
 

UK LEGISLATION David Hurley 
Continuous Insurance from the Record 
Shortly after the last newsletter went to press reporting on measures in the Road Safety Bill to require continuous insurance for vehicles 
that are in use, FBHVC received a letter from Dr Stephen Ladyman, Minister of State for Transport, confirming categorically that there 
is no intention to require insurance for vehicles that are recorded as being off the road.  We do not know when the Bill is likely to 
become law but several amendments (not affecting this issue) were tabled in committee just before the end of the previous session of 
Parliament and these are due to be considered in October. 
 

Seat belt requirements for children 
The regulations predicted in previous issues were published in July (Statutory Instrument 2006/1892) and came into force in September. 
They do as reported in issue 3/2004.  
 

Volatile Organic Compounds: the implications for home spraying 
Statutory Instrument 2005/2773 comes into force at the beginning of 2007.  This transposes the main elements of Directive 2004/42/CE 
limiting the levels of Volatile Organic Compounds that may be included in decorative paints and varnishes and vehicle refinishing 
products.  It effectively bans the general sale of cellulose based vehicle refinishing products, and this has led to several ‘doom and 
gloom’ reports in the motoring press, some even suggesting that this may mean the end of home vehicle restoration.  There is no reason 
why that should be the case, even if cellulose is no longer available, there are other suitable products, albeit requiring different skills.  
As a result of much work by FBHVC and FIVA three years ago, the Directive includes a derogation allowing member states to permit 
the continued supply of non-compliant products for certain purposes, including the correct restoration or repair to historic vehicles.  The 
Directive and the subordinate regulations refer only to the supply of products, not to their use. 
In 2005, the Department of the Environment Food and Rural Affairs, which is responsible for regulations in this field, consulted 300 
organisations in UK to ask if the UK should give effect to the derogation and in response DEFRA has agreed to do so, but (due to time 
restraints) was unable to do so within the main body of the regulations.  A consultation on the detail of how the derogation may be 
implemented is expected imminently and it is likely that new regulations allowing the continued sale of non-compliant products will be 
published sometime early in 2007 – this means that there will be a period of a few months in the new year when it will not be legal for 
manufacturers to sell non-compliant products, but product already in the supply chain should not be affected. 
 

MoT fees 
The annual consultation on revisions to the fee structure for MoTs closed at the end of August.  The consultation proposed changes to 
fees for re-tests (which were first announced at FBHVC’s post AGM conference last year) and an across the board hike in fees of 14 
percent. 
FBHVC has given its support for the changes to the re-test fees (which will allow half-price retests of some items if they are fixed within 
ten days) but has challenged the basis on which the 14 percent fee increase has been proposed.  FBHVC has also objected to the rushed 
timescale of this consultation process which suggests less than ten weeks from publication of the initial proposal to implementation of 
regulations.  This not only falls outside the government guideline that consultation periods should normally be twelve weeks, but also 
suggests that the consultation is no more than window dressing for a decision that has already been made. 
 

Do you need a Waste Management Licence? 
In a recent court case, a trader was convicted of having controlled waste (namely several donor cars) on his premises without holding the 
relevant licence.  This has raised obvious concerns that FBHVC has taken up with the Environment Agency.  More news next issue. 
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EU LEGISLATION (Extracted from FIVA’s regular update provided by its lobbying service, EPPA) 
European Parliament recognises special position of older vehicles 
FIVA submitted a request to the Rapporteur for the European Parliament’s Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee that the status of 
historic vehicles should be taken into account when developing a proposal for a Directive to swing passenger car taxation away from 
registration taxes towards circulation taxes. FIVA’s request was that taxation measures based on CO2 emissions should not apply to 
vehicles over 25 years old.   
In September, the European Parliament formally adopted their proposal for a Directive, and the approved text includes this clause: in the 
interest of preserving classic and old vintage vehicles, nothing in this Directive shall inhibit the right of Member States to exempt 
vehicles of at least 20 years of age from circulation taxes.  
 

This was introduced under pressure from the Christian Democrats and although it is not quite what FIVA asked for, it is nonetheless a 
valuable recognition of the importance of the historic vehicle movement. 
 

European Commission wants all vehicles to use daytime running lights 
The European Commission has published a Consultation Paper on the use of daytime running lights (DRL) for all vehicles.  It makes 
clear that the benefits of imposing DRL use on all vehicles outweigh taking no action and it proposes a number of ways to implement the 
measure.  However, the paper also notes the special circumstances of historic vehicles, and the paper includes the following paragraph: 
 

Exemptions: Since historic vehicles form only a small part of the vehicle population and they do not primarily serve transport purposes, 
they may be exempted from any eventual DRL requirement. For reasons of subsidiarity, it may be convenient to leave the definition of an 
'historic vehicle’ to the Member States, who generally have one for tax purposes (vehicles around 25 years old).  From a purely 
technical point of view, in any case vehicles built before 1970 should be excluded from a possible directive. 
 

FIVA is pleased that the European Commission has listened to the historic vehicle movement’s comments and concerns on this matter, 
and will respond accordingly. 
 

Denmark sets particle filter test for lorries 
The Danish government has drafted legislation requiring diesel-powered lorries and buses to fit particle filters if they are to operate in 
special environmental zones established in five inner city areas.  All such vehicles over 3.5 tonnes will be affected unless they already 
satisfy minimum EU vehicle emission standards.  The vehicles concerned will also be required to display ‘an environmental zone mark’, 
while foreign-registered vehicles will have to carry documentation showing compliance with particle emissions requirements and a 
registration certificate showing the vehicle’s age. 
5 

Designated ‘environmental’ or ‘low-emission’ zones are becoming an increasingly popular measure in European cities and are being 
considered as part of the European commission’s clean air strategy. 
 
HIGHWAYS AGENCY: POWERS EXCEEDED? 
FBHVC has been told of two instances where Highways Agency officials have stopped slow moving historic vehicles on the basis that 
the drivers were causing congestion.  
 

FBHVC cannot fault Highways Agency officials for seeking to keep traffic flowing – that’s their job – but the circumstances of these 
two cases suggest they may have exceeded their powers.  We would be interested to hear of any other instances where drivers of older 
vehicles may have been stopped inappropriately. Please e-mail or write to the secretary with details. 
 

CAR CLUB EXPO 2006 
Just a reminder that FBHVC will be at the second Car Club Expo at the Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, on Saturday 25 November – see 
you there! 
 

FBHVC WEBSITE 
Response to the note sent to main contacts about improving the facilities on our website to enable people to locate the right club for them 
has been excellent, but there are still around 100 clubs that have yet to respond – remember, if we do not have your specific permission 
to publish contact details, we will be unable to include your clubs details in the search facility. We hope to go live with the new system 
towards the end of the year. A more recent reminder included the wrong web address for the on-line questionnaire (which is not on our 
usual site) – it should have been http://fbhvc.motorbase.com 
 

Meanwhile, www.fbhvc.co.uk has benefited from a recent make-over and now has its own search facility to help find topics within the 
site more quickly. 
 
MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AT BEAULIEU AUTOJUMBLE  
FBHVC’s committee was pleased to welcome Dr. Stephen Ladyman, Minister of State for Transport, to the Beaulieu International 
Autojumble in September.  Dr. Ladyman came at the suggestion of Greg Knight MP, chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Vehicle 
Group.  
It was the first time that Dr Ladyman had attended any such event, and he confessed to being impressed by the scale and the enthusiasm 
shown - so much so that he was very tempted by an Alfa Spyder in the auction!  
He listened with a very sympathetic ear, and explained that he would take note of the concerns of the movement, although he would not 
always expect to be able to answer ‘Yes’ to our requests - he pledged always to explain the reasons for governmental decisions.   
In the evening the MPs attended a dinner with the Federation committee, hosted by the president, Lord Montagu. 
 

DVLA  Sandy Hamilton 
Age-related replacement registration marks  
Age-related registration marks are issued to pre-1963 vehicles either upon first registration (imports) or, more usually, when the original 
mark is sold or transferred to another vehicle.  The volume of stripping marks for sale has resulted in exhaustion of the current series of 
UXA-UXY in the reverse format (e.g. xxx UXT) after a relatively short period.  The replacement series will continue the reverse format 
and will be xxx XUA to xxx XUY. 
For some years the replacement marks for pre-1930 vehicles have been in a ‘two letter, four number’ format and issued from the DS 
range. This has become exhausted and marks will now be issued from the BF range which has previously been un-issued (with a few 
exceptions).  The letters BF were allocated to Dorset in 1904 under the compulsory registration procedures introduced by the Motor Car 
Act of 1903 but local motorists objected and it was withdrawn.  Apparently it was deemed to be offensive and motorists were offered the 
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opportunity to exchange their number for a replacement in the FX range.  Another mark to fall foul of the morality police was WC, 
however VD was allocated to Lanarkshire and FU to the Lindsey district of Lincolnshire so those guardians of early twentieth century 
morality may have led rather sheltered lives.  How times change!  
 

Enforcement 
In May DVLA announced that they had signed a contract with NCP to tackle detection of untaxed vehicles on the road, of which there 
were estimated to be 1.5 million in 2005.  You may have seen the white vans with camera guns protruding from the rear.  As part of the 
zero tolerance approach untaxed vehicles detected will be clamped and impounded and, if not claimed within 7 days, may be crushed.  
Initial reports indicate that in some urban areas nearly 60% of impounded vehicles have been crushed.  
Insurance validity is also part of these checks and legislation is underway to permit enforcement from the record; we have reported on 
this previously.  Now that MoT testing procedures have been computerised we could reasonably expect similar checking in future.  
While it is unlikely that historic vehicles and their keepers will fall foul of these roadside checks, it highlights the importance of ensuring 
that all documentation is kept up to date. We would appreciate hearing from any readers who may have experience of, or been subject to, 
these new procedures. 
 

HM REVENUE AND CUSTOMS KEROSENE LICENCE 
Earlier in the year, as a result of comments in the specialist press, FBHVC looked into the use of ‘red diesel’ and TVO in tractors.  TVO 
has not been marketed as such since the 1970s, so owners of TVO tractors have either had to convert to run entirely on petrol (not always 
possible) or create their own TVO from kerosene heating oil – and there are many different recipes for this. 
Not only was this illegal for use on the road (because kerosene, like ‘red diesel’, is a ‘rebated’ fuel on which normal duty is not charged) 
but because of the way the law is worded, it was also technically illegal to use home-brew TVO in a tractor on private land if that tractor 
was also licensed for use on the road.  FBHVC took this matter up with HM Revenue and Customs, and the result is a special licence 
allowing members of FBHVC subscriber organisations to mix rebated kerosene with other non-rebated fuels in the tanks of their tractors 
– mixing with red diesel is not allowed.  
This is a major concession which could be jeopardised by any abuse.  The basic message is simple: owners who are members of FBHVC 
subscriber clubs can put heating oil into the fuel tanks of their TVO tractors, and mix it with petrol or ordinary diesel as they wish, but 
they may not make the mixture in advance in bulk and no-one may supply this fuel ready mixed.  And just a reminder – red diesel may 
only be used in a tractor that is used solely on private land or used on the road only in connection with agricultural, horticultural or 
forestry purposes.  Road runs, or travelling to a ploughing match, are not considered to fall into any of those categories, so the driver of a 
tractor on a road run is committing an offence if the merest trace of red diesel is found in the fuel system. 
The text of the letter from HM Revenue and Customs (dated 30 August 2006) and the accompanying licence is reproduced below.  
Copies can be sent by post on receipt of a stamped self addressed DL envelope AND a loose first class stamp (to cover copying and 
admin costs). 
 

Dear Mr Whyman, 

Use of marked kerosene in historic tractors 

I refer to your letter of 14 March, and to our subsequent correspondence. 
I am pleased to inform you that HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) will, under the conditions set out below, extend the 
General Licence issued under regulation 43 of the Hydrocarbon Oil Regulations. This enables the mixing of rebated kerosene 
with other road fuels (but not red diesel) for vintage tractors constructed before 1960. This concession will enable your 
members to obtain marked kerosene legitimately. 
Mixing will only be permitted in the fuel tanks of the vehicles concerned and the mixture is not to be used in any other vehicle. 
It is not permissible to mix these oils in bulk for resale. Any instances of misuse may result in the withdrawal of the concession 
and any breach of the terms of the licence may constitute an offence. 
I attach a copy of the licence for your reference. This may be issued to your members and used as a means of obtaining the fuel 
from a Registered Dealer in Controlled Oil (RDCO). HMRC will inform RDCOs of this concession as quickly as possible. All 
enquiries should be referred to the National Advice Service (0845 010 9000). 
 

To the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs Limited [henceforth FBHVC] 
General Licence to mix hydrocarbon oils: 
 
Regulation 43 of the Hydrocarbon Oil Regulations 1973 (SI 1973/1311). 
 

1. Subject to paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 below, all members of FBHVC subscriber clubs are hereby licensed by the Commissioners 
of Revenue & Customs to mix, or have mixed on their behalf, heavy oil (kerosene) in respect of which a rebate has been 
allowed under section 11 of the Hydrocarbon Oil Duties Act 1979 [henceforth HODA] with any light or heavy oil in respect of 
which no rebate has been allowed.  
 

2. This licence does not permit the use of rebated gas oil (red diesel) under any circumstances except where the tractor is being 
used for bona fide agricultural, horticultural or forestry work pursuant to Schedule 1 section 2 of HODA 1979. 
 

3. This licence permits the mixing described in paragraph 1 above only in the fuel tanks of tractors manufactured before 1960 
and for use as fuel only in propelling the engines of those vehicles. 
 

4. This licence does not permit any mixing of different descriptions of hydrocarbon oil in bulk or for resale. 
 

5. This licence is valid until revoked or varied by the Commissioners. 
 
CHARLES MARKUSS 
For the Commissioners  
of HM Revenue & Customs 

 

We thank Mr Markuss and his team for their sympathetic help and understanding in resolving this problem. 
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ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL RESEARCH PROJECT 
The results of the full European survey of the historic vehicle movement are due to be published in Brussels in October, with the UK 
results being announced in Westminster.  The UK results will also form the basis for discussion at the conference session after the AGM 
on 14 October  and the headline results will be published on the FBHVC website shortly afterwards. 
 

A copy of the UK report will be sent to all subscriber organisations and trade supporters.  Further copies of the 16 page reports will be 
available from the secretary – please e-mail admin@fbhvc.co.uk for price and availability. 
 

DRIVERS’ CODE 
FIVA is a signatory to the European Union’s Road Safety Charter, and signatories to that charter have to contribute by taking some 
practical action to halve road deaths by 2010.  
FIVA could not take direct action to reduce casualties because the record for historic vehicles is already excellent.  Instead, FIVA 
committed itself to producing a code for drivers of historic vehicles to help maintain that current exemplary record.  The text (initially 
drafted by FBHVC) has been agreed and, pleasingly, proved of significant interest to the team currently working on revisions to the 
British Highway Code.  
The FIVA code will be published later this year. Clubs are encouraged to reproduce the code in their own publications.  To facilitate that, 
PDFs in both A5 (12 pages) and A4 (6 pages) will be available from the secretary shortly.  They will not be sent automatically, but must 
be requested as we need to keep records – please send e-mail requests to admin@fbhvc.co.uk stating the name of the club, the format 
required, the number of copies that will be printed and the month when they are likely to be distributed.  
Ready printed individual A5 copies will also be available for bulk supply at a very reasonable cost if required – please ask the secretary 
for a price. 
 

OBITUARIES   
Lord Strathcarron 
Lord Strathcarron, who died suddenly on 31 August at the age of 82, was President of the Guild of Motoring Writers and had been a 
good friend to FBHVC since its earliest days, although his own interests were always with the latest machinery. His career after leaving 
RAFVR in 1947 included a spell as a semi-professional racing driver at weekends for Marwyn and Kieft while during the week he was 
working at Rolls-Royce’s London showrooms. He was equally at home on two wheels, and it was not unusual to come across the 
immaculately suited peer only to notice Savile Row’s pin-stripes disappearing into travel-stained fur-lined boots. Noticing your glance, 
he would explain there was nowhere to carry shoes on modern superbikes. 
 

Tom Delaney 
Grey-haired racing drivers are not especially remarkable, but active racers over 70 are few and far between, and those over 80 almost 
unheard of. Tom Delaney, who subscribed to FBHVC as an individual supporter and who died recently at the age of 95, was racing his 
Lea-Francis at Silverstone in April earlier this year - the same Lea Francis that he drove at Brooklands in the 1930s. He last won a race 
in 2004. We doubt anyone could challenge his claim to be the world’s oldest racing driver. 
 

Hans Koch 
With much regret we also announce the death of Hans Koch. He enjoyed a lifetime of activity amongst the international historic vehicle 
community, being at one time treasurer of FIVA, then an honorary member, and was a Vice President of the FIA’s International Historic 
Commission. 
 
CAR THEFTS 
At the time of writing, the “vehicle theft report” facility on our website has not had much use – either this means that classic car crime is 
not the huge problem some claim, or no-one knows about the facility.  Club magazine editors are asked to mention the facility which will 
be there until the end of the year. 
 
FBHVC CONSTITUTION 
FBHVC’s current constitution, adopted in 2000, has the drawback that it is subsidiary to Articles of Association that were not drafted for 
purpose.  There is both a committee (to which subscriber clubs elect members at the AGM) that is responsible for running FBHVC 
within the constitution and a board of directors that is responsible in law. Members of the committee choose whether or not to be 
appointed to the board.  
 

Another significant drawback is that the constitution requires candidates for election to the committee to have vehicle-related knowledge 
and interest, but says nothing about the commercial and communication skills that are needed to manage an organisation that, despite its 
modest size, carries such a heavy burden of responsibility. 
 

In January 2006, members of the committee spent a weekend reviewing FBHVC’s operation with a view to improving efficiency, 
enhancing service and strengthening internal structures.  There was agreement on the need for a review of the constitution, and a 
working group was set up for the purpose.  The committee has accepted the working group’s recommendation that the existing 
constitution and existing articles of association should be replaced by new articles of association with related bylaws that will provide for 
a single set of rules tailor-made for the purpose.  
 

The aim is to put in place a structure that recognises the difference between overall policy management and day-to-day work by 
formalising the existence of a legislation committee and enhancing the representation on that team - monitoring and dealing with 
government consultation requires very different skills and expertise to overall policy management.  In parallel, the elected management 
team (currently ‘the committee’) will be reduced in size (from 16 to 10) and its focus changed from vehicle-based understanding to 
management skill.  A more detailed note on this subject has already been sent to club main contacts as this is a matter that will be 
discussed in principle at the AGM on 14 October.  
 

The aim is to publish a draft early in 2007 for a three month consultation period before moving to a final draft that will be proposed for 
adoption at an Extraordinary General Meeting to be held immediately before the 2007 AGM. 
 

 
EVENT NEWS  Colin Francis 
I have now seen a copy of the consolidated version of the various French decrees relating to motoring (and motorcycling) events in 
France although to date this has yet to be approved. The rules for touristic non- competitive rallies are onerous but for regularity rallies 
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are much more complicated.  Authorisation is required as well as submission of a dossier to the Commission de Securitie.  With a very 
few exceptions, events in France are, at present, going on much as before with the organisers getting permission from the local 
Departments.  I will keep a close eye on the Monte Carlo Historique, which runs in January, to see how they run their event.  It attracts 
about 350 cars so maybe they will get road closure notices and pay for police help.  If they do it will help that event in other ways as the 
event has been plagued until now with spotter cars, service crews and local traffic driving over the regularities as well as the 350 crews!  
Because of the large numbers, the organisers decided to run cars at half minute intervals - another mistake.  Running three cars in one 
minute on regularity sections on public roads does not work.  The need to overtake is increased; convoys form; local people get annoyed: 
and marshals have difficulty coping.  
 

I recently attended FIVA’s Rallye des Alpes, probably the most popular foreign organised event for British teams.  55 of the 100 entries 
came from the UK and most of them had FIVA ID cards issued by our Federation. Some crews had difficulty getting new FIVA ID cards 
and I would like to hear if there are any more problems of that nature – please e-mail me at colin.francis3@virgin.net.  
 

One final plug for the Donor Card GT on Sunday 22 October.  It’s a tour and has raised over £23,000 for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust as 
well as promoting the carrying of organ donor cards.  The start and finish this year will be at the British Heritage Motor Centre at 
Gaydon and we will visit Rockingham Castle; a small brewery and a Civil War battlefield site.   Details from David Kirkham on 01895 
631510 or val.donorcardgt@btinternet.com  
 
CLUB NEWS  David Davies 
 

There is a new publication – the Newsletter of the Friends of Classic London Buses. This publication carries forward the cause of the 
RT/RF Register, which was the work of Peter Gomm for almost 25 years. The newsletter contains some useful tips for sources of 
materials and services including some advice on chewing gum removal from bus seats etc. A spot of paint stripper applied to chewing 
gum on upholstery makes it possible to wipe away the offending deposit. A wallpaper steam cleaner is recommended for floor deposits 
while the Plumber’s Mate water pipe freezer used in the course of on-line repairs also has a use - the gum becomes brittle when frozen 
and can be chipped away. 
 

Whilst on the subject of buses (coaches) when the M1 was opened, Midland Red offered an express service between London and 
Birmingham with specially commissioned 100 mph coaches. The 70 mph limit killed off this initiative – but what became of the 
coaches? 
 

In the magazine of the Morris Commercial Club  there is a report of the preservation of Lord Nuffield’s house by the Nuffield College, 
Oxford. The house, which was left to the college, is open to visitors on certain days between May and September.  The contact telephone 
number is 01491 825556.  An especially interesting feature is Lord Nuffield’s tool cupboard, which in reality is a workshop annex to his 
bedroom!  
 

In the magazine of the British Austin Society, the editor remarks that since the advent of the mobile phone/digital camera combination, 
nobody talks about seeing UFOs any more… 
 

Miscellany, the magazine of the Morgan Sports Car Club, reports on the completion of the stained glass memorial window to Peter 
Morgan in Stoke Lacy Church. The magazine also contained an update on the progress being made on the Malvern Morgan Memorial. 
 

The excellent magazine of the Watford & District Classic Vehicle Club mentions the discovery in Jamaica by one Alf Newman, that 
his taxi was the self-same Nissan Sunny that he had scrapped 16 years earlier in Sussex. 
 

The Chester Vintage Enthusiast’s Club newsletter gives us the specification of the JCB Dieselmax designed with the world land speed 
record for Diesels as its target. 1500 hp is claimed for the twin-engined turbo diesel with a fuel tank of just nine litres, which suggests 
that even record-breaking diesels are economical. 
 

The North East Club for Pre-war Austins tells us of a newly opened lorry museum in Shildon, Co. Durham, next door to the Railway 
Museum. There is a contact telephone number: 07831 384754. 
 

For those of you with interests other than internal combustion engines the magazine of the Steam Car Club of GB gives a succinct 
description of poppet valve systems as applied to railway locomotives and a brief history of their development. 
 

The magazine of the Vincent Owner’s Club has some useful advice about travelling in Australia – especially in respect of encounters 
with the wild life on the roads It’s not the marsupial or flightless bird that you watch in amazement as it darts across the road – it is its 
mate following closely behind that you hit. 
 

The Pre-War Austin 7 Club magazine has a previously unpublished photograph of Sir Stirling Moss OBE taking part in the 1978 
record attempt in an Austin 7 at Goodwood. 
 

Norman Silk, the TD Secretary of the Alvis Owner Club has replied about OXR 1. The number is on an Alvis TD 21 DHC which is in 
the museum at Sandringham and has recently been refurbished. 
 

Ideas for Christmas presents can never come soon enough. How about a book? 
 

The 1.5 litre 4-cylinder Rileys, A History 1932-1945 by V.E. Barker, available from Paul Mason for £18.00 including p&p, Foxhollow, 
55 Hillsborough Park, Camberley, Surrey GU15 1HG. 
 
 

 
—————— \NA7C/ —————— 
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For the final item, as this is the final NORFOLK NA7TER for 2006, we will close with the Austin Motor Company’s carol, 
the Twelve Days of Christmas”, a copy of which was kindly provided for us by Anne and Hamish Alger.  So please 

memorise it we as will possibly be singing it at the Club Dinner in December!!!! 
 

 
 

—————— \NA7C/ —————— 

Best wishes for a Happy Austineering Christmas,Best wishes for a Happy Austineering Christmas,Best wishes for a Happy Austineering Christmas,Best wishes for a Happy Austineering Christmas,    
Jim BJim BJim BJim B    
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Norfolk Austin Seven Club, 
30 St Edmunds Road, Acle, Norwich, NR13 3BP. 

Tel: 01493-750805 E-mail: jb.na7c@tesco.net 
 
 

DECEMBER CLUB DINNER  
Tuesday 12th December 2006 
At the Parson Woodforde Pub 

Meet at 7.30p.m. for 8.0p.m. start. 
 

 Menu   
All you can eat Carvery of turkey and beef with 

vegetables,  
Or a choice of vegetarian alternatives from the men u 

board. 
Followed by a choice of deserts,  

coffee and chocolates 
 

£14 per person. 
 

 There will be a raffle draw to raise funds for the Club’s 
Coffers - all contributions will be greatly appreci ated. 

 

 Please let me know by returning to me 
the cut-off slip below,  

at the club night on Tuesday 21st th 
November   

Or by 30th November at the latest –   
 

I look forward to seeing you for another enjoyable 
evening. 

Best wishes 
Jim B 

………………………………………………………………………………. 
NA7C DECEMBER CLUB DINNER BOOKING SLIP  

 
NAME(S): ………………………………………………………. 

 
  Number of places :…………  
 
  Payment attached? :  Yes  No  


